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TO 



THE PRESIDENT, VICE-PRESIDENTS, AND 

DIRECTORS 



OF 



THE HIGHLAND SOCIETY OF SCOTLAND. 

My Lords and Gentlemen^ 

To wham can I. with eq^a} pf^fpH^j ond 
with so much honour Jt^iwykiff^^ adiress.^tteii'-U^ 
poffes, as to the Official Dqpartnicp^ of that Patriotic 
AssociaOanf under whose hmd*afiii,Jhittefmg encourage- 
ment I was first led to pffserve imp, cursory remarks. 

V ' - - - - ' 

• . - - - • 

An Institution so pre-eminently distinguished as the 
Highland Society, would require to exercise the most 
fadidious reserve regarding publications which mag 
wue under the sanction (^iis name. 

While it is my duty, therefore, and my pride , to 
o^iknowledge the hind confidence of the Directors^ in 
extending to me a permission which it is unusual to 
9'^ont, I must, in the most unequivocal manner, exonerate 
^ Society from any concurrence in the views of the 
Author, arising from the mere fact of ?iavmg accepted 
^Mtmdle dedicaiion. 



ri DEDICATION, 

T/te growing importance of our Trcmi'AtJantie 
Cohmeif the ttrong tide cf emigration eeUing in towards 
the American ConHnenif and the thoumnde of Cale- 
donia* m tone already eetaldiMhed therCf must excite a 
desire to poaets the tentimsnts and observations tf every 
impartial man, who may visit these dAsUmt ehores. 

To honesty and candour alone will I lay claim ; 
^'^f if possessed of any talent for correctly Judging 
upon rural affakrs^ I hesitate not to ascribe such ae- 
quiremsnt^ to the opportunities and inducements afforded 
me^ from mixing in the business of the Society^ and 
discharging^ however inadequately^ the duties of a Di- 
rector at ifs*Boaxd^ 

I hdtie the hoiuntr to reniainf 

* • • • . 

••' * • * 'MrLoMDS AND GBNTLKMKNf 

: Vbui obliged fmd obedient Servant^ 

ADAM PERGUSHQN, 
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Well may the Reader exckdm, whose eye 
diall glance apon my tide-page, What ! Canada 
^gain ! Another and another yet ! No doabt 
some catchpenny for failing farmers, or webless 
^^vers. — ^Reasonable and natural surmises, I 
^^t, and to which I can only oppose the sim- 
ple assurance, that in launching this little bark, 
^y paramoimt object has been to assist the views 
^' those who may contemplate a removal to other 
climes. 

That these constitute a pretty numerous 
^d an increasing body, no man can deny ; and 
that, where truth bears us out^ it is essential to 
direct their industry and capital to the Colonies 
of Britain, no friend of his country will dispute. 
If there are those who consider the Sun of 
Britain about to set, I disclaim al\ i^Tt\CA^>iitfyK\ 
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in their fears. That our position is critical I 
admit; but, with liberality and firmness in our 
Rulers, and with moderation and good sense in 
the great body of the Nation, and, above all, by 
humble reliance upon Almighty Ood, the Little 
Island will float triumphant yet. 

The sentiments of a candid and intelligent 
citizen of the States, lately expressed to me, de- 
serve to be deeply weighed. '^ Even," says he, 
^^ with your present burden of debt, if your 60- 
vemmeiit were to renounce all interference with 
the affiiirs of the Continent, and keep no more 
force, land or naval, than is necessary for your 
own security; have no more wars ; and diminish 
the expen£tnre as much as possible; you would 
grow so rapidly in the next fifty years, that your 
debt would cease to be of any importance. I 
earnestly hope that the passage of the Reform 
Bill may be only the prelude to an entire change 
of system, and that your successors may feel, as 
we do here, that wars do not promote the pros- 
perity of a nation, and have the good sense to 
avoid them.'' 

Whether at any, or at what period, our North 
American Colonies may cttttl 0% xN^v^ ^ve^TiX 
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State, arc questions in the womb of Time. Let 
the policy of both be, meanwhile, directed to 
foster a conciliatory spirit, ready to meet any 
emergency which may occur, and to prove, that 
the costly experience of time past has not been 
thrown away, whether the event may terminate 
in separation or adherence. 
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PART I. 



CHAPTER I. 

Extract of Minutes of the Highland Society— Edinbufgh to 
Manchester— Celebrated Railway to Liverpool— Short in- 
^^ excursion to Chester and Menai Strait — Embark at 
^iTerpool for New York-JPacket encoun^is heavy gales— 
liUttinousDess of the Ocean. 

^viNG long entertained a desire to visit the United 
States and Canada, for the purpose of satisfying my- 
^If regarding the actual condition and prospects of 
-^cultural Settlers in these countries, I left E^in- 
^^ upon the 12th February 1831 for Manchester, 
^th the view of embarking at Liverpool. 

Previous to leaving Scotland, I communicated my 
^tention to the Directors of the Highland Society, 
Ho kindly honoured me with the following letter : 

" The Directors having been apprized by Mr Fer- 
^seon of Woodhill of his intention to visit Canada 
^d tbe United States of America^ it Yi«A a^i^^dx^^ 



¥ hnrrnn rnoM m hkctoiui or 

to ihtfiii thfti this frmy uMord ft hfimtuhU opportum 
fiiiy of obuining iiij(;h inforttifttioti rugftrdiriK ibiMi# 
countriofi, «• may prorif tNtn«ftciftl to rurfti iieonirfnjr 
ftnd the umfful ftrtu Ht home* The xealoun ftnd rft* 
loftble ftMi»tftnoe which the f lighkwid Hoeieiy of HcitU 
Und hftff receired from Mr Fer^OAnon, an ft Member 
and Director, and hiw knowled|(e and experience ao« 
qiiireil in the lon^ and iionoiirahle dimshar^e of errrjr 
duty iff a Mfunirj gentleman, afford an aimurance to 
the Direetom, that he will be eminently attentire to 
all fim'Ji cirrum»tanceM connei'Unl with the Ntate of 
induntry and the nfNjfnl artu In the rich and ma|(ni- 
ficent eountrie* which he in to vinit, an may tend to 
prcmiote the improrement of thone arUi in bin own. 

** The Dfrectom will therefore receive with the 
hi^hent fffttifffaction, iinch information an Mr Fer|(iia« 
won may from time to time communicate regarding 
the artN and natural produi^tionn itf the New World, 
aa well aa on the anbject of emigration, and the c^n* 
dttton of the rnntf^runU ; and ihonld he meet with 
a#0<ieiation« similar to this Hociety in the purposes 
of their instituti<m, the Directirrs autborijee him to 
open up with them such a friendly intercourse as may 
lea^l to mutual good offlc^fs, and an interchange of 
useful information. 

^' The Directors in taking leare for a time of a gen- 
tleman with whom they hare been so long associated 
in all the useful labmtrs ttf this Hociety, and whoso 
personal charai'ter and prirate worth they have so 
MU4!h cause to appreciate, feel it a duty to record 
$b4flr warmost acknowW<igiii«tiU iw xNsa Vst^ii^^ Mfi^ 
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duous and valuable assistance which he has rendered 
to the Highland Society ; their anxious desire that 
he should soon again be enabled to resume the duties 
which he has so well fulfilled ; and their cordial 
wishes for his success in the objects which he now 
contemplates by visiting the United States of Ame- 
rica, and the Colonies of Great Britain. 

^' The Chairman is requested to communicate to 
Mr Fergusson an extract of these minutes. 

" Pat. Murray, Chairman'* 

*' Highland Society Hall, Edinburgh, \ 
Zd February \^^\.'' J 

Immediately upon my return, I sent them a short 
statistical account of my tour ; and as it contains mat- 
ter not so minutely detailed in my Notes, I have 
given it entire as the Second Part of this work. 

A heavy fall of snow which had lately blocked up 
the roads was fast dissolving, and the Tweed, with 
its tributary streams, was rolling along in mighty 
flood. The country wore a wintry aspect, but the 
numerous plantations on every hand enlivened the 
scene. I was amused by the remark mentioned by 
a fellow-passenger, as having been made by a gentle- 
man lately returned from India, who, upon being 
asked if the great improvements during his absence 
did not fill him with delight, replied that he could 
by no means join in their admiration^ ^^ \3svfe Vw^^i^ 
country was, in his opiDion, " running to juagU? 



4 LXrSBPOOL AMD If ANOHVtTSB BAILWAY. 

Harbg formerly ricited the manufactories of Man- 
ebetter, I proceeded without delay to Lirerpool, by 
the far-famed railway. We started with eight car* 
riaget attached to the engine with such imperceptible 
motion, that it wae only, when I found myself an- 
able to read a milestone, or to distinguish the fea- 
tures of those who darted past in the opposite direc- 
tion, that I was led to consult my watch for the rate 
of travelling, when I found, to my surprise, that the 
next five miles were done in fifteen minutes ; nor 
was it possible, from the precautions so judiciously 
taken, to feel either anxiety or dread. 

The project of this railway was first discussed in 
1822 ; subsequently, Mr Sanders of Liverpool adopt- 
ed the scheme, and, by being guarantee for the ex- 
penses of the first survoy, he may be considered as 
the father of the undertaking. It met with great 
opposition in Parliament, and, before the act could 
be obtained to proceed with the work, the cost en- 
tailed on the parties engaged in the contest was at 
least from L. 60,000 to L. 70,000. 

On the 19th of June 1826, Mr 6. Stephenson was 
appointed principal engineer to the company, by the 
directors, and, in the same month, the actual opera- 
tion was begun on Chat Moss, near Manchester. 
The first shaft of the Liverpool tunnel was opened 
in September of the same year. During the whole 
of the year 1827, the formation of the tunnel was 
carried forward, night and day, with great spirit. It 
WM conBtrucied in seven or eight separate lengths, 
communicating with the lurfaioia V)^ v^a teaxl^ ^^^A^v. 
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flbafts ; and the junction of the yarioos cattmgs was 
completed in Jnne 1828, with the greatest accuracy, 
and in a manner highly creditable to the talents of 
tlte engineer. On the Ist January 1830, the Rocket, 
locomotive engine, constructed by Mr Stephenson, 
with a carriage and passengers, passed over Chat 
Moss for the first time. 

The total expense of the railway, including its 
machinery and carriages, is estimated at L. 820,000; 
and allowing the length of the whole line to be thirty- 
two miles, the expense, per mile, will be L. 25,625, 
or at the rate of nearly 14 guiueas per lineal yard. 

Laige as the expenditure has been, it is highly 
tttigfactory to know that the undertaking will be a 
soorce of handsome remuneration to the company. 
I understand that, during the twelve months which 
have elapsed since the opening of the Liverpool and 
Manchester Railway, about 460,000 persons have 
passed between the two towns. The sum received 
for the conveyance of passengers and goods during 
the same period has been upwards of L. 190,000. 

From the powers of the locomotive engines on the 
railroad, goods and passengers are conveyed from 
Liverpool to Manchester, a distance of thirty-two 
miles, in about two hours. As a contrast to this 
rapid transmission between the towns, the following 
statement may not be out of place. A stage-coach 
was first established between Liverpool and Man- 
chester in 1767. The roads were then so bad that 
the coach was drawn by six, and occasionally by 
m^ki, horses, and it ref{mr%ii the wliole of thi^ &»k^ X/(^ 
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perform the journey. An old gentleman, now reti* 
dent in Liverpool, relates that, between fifty and 
sixty years ago, he occasionally visited Manchester, 
when the coach started early in the morning firom 
Liverpool; the passengers breakfasted at Prescot, 
dined at Warrington, and arrived sometimes in time 
for sapper at Manchester. On one occasion, at Wai^ 
rington, after dinner, the coachman intimated bis 
anxiety to proceed ; when he was requested by the 
company to take another pint and wait a little longer, 
as they had not finished their wine, asking him at 
the same time if he was in a hurry ; '' Why," r^ 
plied John, '< Tm not partic'lar as to on kour or tor 
Among other regulations, a watchman perambu^ 
lates every half-mile to detect any stone or other 
dangerous impediment upon the rail. As be sees 
the carriages approaching, if all be right, he stops 
and extends his arm in sufficient time to enable the 
engineer to stop the train, should that signal of safety 
not be displayed. Some accidents undoubtedly hap 
pen, but they may be traced, in almost every in^ 
stance, to a want of ordinary prudence and attention 
in the unhappy sufierers. As we bowled along, a 
little circumstance, more ludicrous than dangerous, 
occasioned a small loss of time. The hook by which 
No. 2. was attached to No. 1. suddenly gave way, 
and the engine, with one carriage only, shot o£F like 
lightning, leaving the others to follow as they best 
could. The alarm was, however, quickly given, the 
engine reversed its movement, while our tmjpeAir 
carried us yet steadily forward^ «dA liSckft '^V^c^*^ ^ffiMs 
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was speedily adjusted. The tunnelling and cntting 
upon some portions of the line are stupendous, and 
the whole stands a magpiificent sample of enterpriM 
and scientific skill. 

The consternation occasioned among the ooack- 
proprietors on the line, by this wholesale mode of 
travelling, was of course great, and heavy individual 
losses necessarily incurred, with much jealousy and 
ill-will towards the intruder. A knight of the whip, 
who had been forced to drop his reins, mustered up 
resolution one morning to take a trip by the railway, 
and, in spite of a very reasonable stock of indigna- 
tion, soon felt his asperity giving way under the e;it> 
citement of such a slapping pace, and, ere he had pro- 
oeeded far,'rexclaimed in ecstasy to the engineer, 
*^ Come now, my lad, that's it, do boil us t^ a bit of a 
gaUop^* 

Liverpool, the mighty Tyre of modem times, is a 
scene of wealth and bustle which must strike the 
most indifferent observer. Commerce reigns here 
with unbounded sway; and it is pleasing to observe 
how the extinction of one appalling branch, so long 
engrossing the enterprise and capital of Liverpool^ 
has been succeeded by an overwhelming tide of pros- 
perity and success. 

The kind friends to whom I was consigned in 
Liverpool made me happy in every respect, save the 
uneasiness I felt at trespassing upon their valuable 
time ; and, as certain arrangements required tke^Q%V 
ponement of onr departure uiit\\t\iQ ^^,\t^%^3«^ 
upon visiting the ancient city of Ckkft«^«t* W%^' 
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Teiy pleasant ride, for KaXf-orcnrnm^ croMtng tlM 
Money by an oblique ferry of leren miles, in a 
steamer. Chester, one of the most ancient citiee in 
England, is finely situate upon the Dee, which di- 
vides it from Wales. It is walled round, and the 
ramparts a£Pord an agreeable promenade, with fine 
views of the Welsh mountains and rich plains of 
Cheshire. The interior of the town is, however, 
more remarkable, the streets having been originally 
hollowed out in such a way as left the citizens an 
opportunity of assailing unwelcome visitors from 
covered galleries above, and which run like terraces 
through most parts of the town. These doisto^ 
known by the name of rows, form an agreeable 
lounge, and, being extremely well suited for assigna- 
tions, suggested an explanation (perhaps rather ian* 
ciful) of the common phrase, '^ communicating some* 
thing wider the rows" which, as applied to a flower, 
seems sufficiently absurd. Tliere is a very fine jail, 
a court-house, &c. ; and a magnificent stone bridge 
is now erected upon the Dee, the centre arch of 
which is probably the largest in the world, being a 
span of 200 feet. At a remote period, Chester was 
a sea-port, but the waves have long ceased to break 
against its walls, and a noble domain, of 7000 or 
8000 acres, now belongs to the Dee Company, by 
charter from Lord Crew, whose family originally ac- 
quired this valuable manor from the ocean. I lodged 
in Chester at the Albion, an hotel in every way com- 
fortahle, and particularly commending itself to me, 
irom sui instance of UberaUly m'MLc ^N'^^xx^^^ >^ 
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landlord, rarely to be met with, and not to be ex* 
pected. A gentleman in the hotel, with whom I 
passed the evening, represented to me the wonders 
of the Menai Bridge, in such glowing terms, that a 
strong desire was excited to pay it a visit. A glance 
at my bill, however, in the morning quickly satisfied 
me that my purse, prepared only for a day in Chester^ 
was quite unequal to an excursion into Wales. I 
thought it worth a chance, however, to broach the 
matter to mine host, who, in the handsomest terms, 
o£Fered me at once any accommodation, and made me 
perfectly at ease, a piece of civility and confidence 
enhanced by the circumstance of having entered his 
hotel without an article of luggage beyond my great- 
coat. We crossed the Dee, and proceeded for Ban- 
gor, a distance of sixty-four miles. The country is 
beautiful, especially in the vale of Clwyd and Con- 
way. The cultivation I should consider slovenly. 
Two-horse ploughs are, however, pretty general, but 
scarce a field of turnips is to be seen. The Tees- 
water cattle seem to be coming into favour, and 
Colonel Hughes, (since raised to the peerage), who 
owns a beautiful place and princely estate at St 
George, sets a good example, in cultivating green 
crops, adopting improved implements, &c. A large 
portion of this estate is rich alluvial deposit, yielding 
the heaviest wheat of the district ; yet, such is the 
poor state of culture, that I was informed the pro- 
duce never exceeded two or three quarters per acre. 
The rent is twenty-five shillings) vndL li!l[i<& >C\\^v^ ^ao)^ 
poor-rate probably from three tthSli&Tkig|i^ Vi ^N«k ^^i^- 
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lingi more. The riror at (k>nway \n cronifid by a 
•nipetiiion-brid^ei and hai boon mado to harmonia* 
in exooUont taiito, with the anciont towera and ram* 
partN of the cattle. 

Soon after leaving Conway, wo come to the frown* 
ing promontory of Penmanniawr, along the nide of 
which the road hai been hewn from the lolid roelc, 
and forms certainly an appalling pass — the rough 
mountain face cm one hand, and the Atlantic raging 
beneath the precipice on the other. The wind, 
charged with drifted sand, idows frequently with 
tremendous violence at this point ; and it has hap- 
pened more than once that the mail-coach has been 
fairly obliged to turn back to Conway. The conn* 
try from this to Bangor is still indifferently farmedi 
and large flocks of small half-starved sheep, resem* 
Ming our old Scotch tawny-facod brood, were pick- 
ing a scanty living over the naked fallows ; the soil 
good loam, yet not an aero of turnips to b<* seen. 

Penryhn (/astlo, belonging to Mr Pennant, the 
owner of extensive slate -cjiiarrios and a flno estate, 
is close to llangor. The castle is a heavy-looking ' 
pile, in a park surrounded by a fine wall, seven miles 
in extent, and approached by a gateway, which alone 
is said to have r^ost L. 10,()0(). The constant inter- 
course on this roml with Ireland, and the dangitrous 
uncertainty c»f the ferry at llangor across the Menai 
Strait, suggested the expediency of erecting a sns« 
pensicm-bridge, which the genius and science of Tel- 
fan] noon carried into effect. This ele(i^ant and use- 
fal Btructure tmiUs% the ina\i\\ia\& to l\i« \At& ^ K^« 
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glesea, on the great line of Parliamentary road to 
Holyhead. It is above 1717 feet in length, and 
mu«t strike all who visit it as a work of no ordinary 
achievement. In standing upon the bridge, sus* 
pended by massive chains, and beholding a stately 
vessel passing, at the depth of 100 feet below, it is 
impossible not to feel impressed with the magnitude 
and boldness of the attempt. Had it been effected 
at the expense of private individuals, we should have 
regretted the failure of pecuniary returns. The es- 
tablishment of steam-vessels from Liverpool to Dub- 
lin has seriously diminished the pontage of Menai, 
by diverting the stream of travellers into another 
channel ; but it was executed as a national concern, 
and the public exchequer bears the loss. The 
bridge cost L. 200,000, and the toll is at present less 
than L. 1000 per annum. 

I regretted that it was not in my power to see 
more of Wales at this time. The country is beaa- 
tiful ; the peasantry, so far as I saw, civil and indus- 
trious. Many ancient customs are kept up by the 
Cambrians, none perhaps more simply interesting 
than the attention paid by relatives to the graves of 
departed friends, of which some are carefoUy secur- 
ed with matting of straw, and all are decorated with 
evergreens and flowers. 

It is now, however, time to embark for the ulti- 
mate object of my journey. Upon returning to Li- 
verpool, I found, that, by great exertions, the i^oyckftX- 
fhip York, in which we were to ^aW^Yk^di Kx^^^'kc^^^ 
ber American cargo, and replaced \t vji ii>afe ^^"^ 



12 BMBARKATION AT LIVERPOOL. 

space of tiz days, and that Captain Banley was pre* 
pared to sail upon the 24th. We embarked accord- 
ingly that morning, and joined the ship by a steamer, 
which continued to tow us for some time against s 
head wind. The packet-ships between New Yoik 
and Liverpool are of the very first class, equally re- 
markable for comfort and safety. Accidents are ex- 
tremely rare ; and the unfortunate loss of the Al- 
bion upon the Irish coast, some years ago, is gen^ 
rally ascribed to a hazard which no captain would 
now encounter. The regular packets had been it 
that period recently established, and trading vesseb 
used every manoeuvre to discredit them by superior 
sailing. A gale had driven the Albion close npo| 
the Irish coast, but an offing might have been gam- 
ed, had the attempt been made in time. Unfortu- 
nately the captain delayed till it was too late, trust- 
ing to make Liverpool next morning, and, when he 
did endeavour to escape, by carrying a press of sail, 
his masts went by the board, and the ship drifted on 
the rocks of Kinsale, where almost every individual 
perished. 

The routine of a sea-life is subject to little varia- 
tion. Our cabin-party consisted only of five, this 
being a season of the year when a stormy passage is 
commonly anticipated. The weather was cold, and 
the wind most unpropitious. On the third day we 
were favoured with an unexpected addition, by the 
discovery of a passenger amongst the hay provided 
for our live-stock. He had managed to secrete him- 
self while the ship was in doe\L) wvd, \iV9\w^ \\^%i 
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feiy mach like bruin by racking his paws, was suffi- 
ciently wo-begone when brought to light, and by no 
means cordially welcomed by the captain, who is 
bound, before getting rid of such volunteers, to grant 
seeority at New York that they shall not become 
inirdensome as paupers. 

For twenty long days we contended with heavy 
gales a-head, and the eccentric movements, occasion- 
ed by the rolling of the ship, were sufficiently divert- 
ing to those who could preserve an equilibrium, or 
Maintain their post at table. After a time, however, 
I was able t-o admire the mechanism and manage- 
ment of the ship, stemming the mighty waters of the 
Atlantic, and began to enjoy the novelty of my si- 
toation. It is difficult to describe the thrill which 
the landsman feels, as he contemplates a billow, 
many feet higher than the deck, rushing onward in 
its irresistible course, and threatening to overwhelm 
the ship, while yet he finds, in the anxious moment 
of collision, that, far from being engulfed, he is borne 
aloft in delightful buoyancy, plunges into the deep 
valley beyond, and mounts again the rolling waves 
in endless succession. Still it is to him a sensation 
not unaccompanied with anxious thoughts, and he 
feek himself compelled to reflect how little there is 
between him and a watery grave. The prismatic co- 
lours so frequently observed by day, and the bril- 
liant phosphorescence which flashes from the spray 
by night, are subjects of interest and wonder to the 
voyager. The latter effect produced by the motion 
of the vessel, or by the agitation of a slOTiXk) \% %\w- 



14 LUMIN0U8NE88 OP THE OCEAN^ 

gxdarly beautiful. It is generally ascribed by nat 
ralists to phosphoric aoimalcula. On the night 
the dOth, a heavy gale blowing from the south-we 
I was called on deck by Captain B., to witness tl 
appearance, in a degree which, he said, was rai 
The ship was running about nine knots an hour, ai 
cut her way through liquid fire. The spray frc 
her bow seemed one sheet of light, while the brok 
surface of the ocean, for miles around, glistened wi 
like splendour. It was an impressive scene, the i 
collection of which is not to be easily effaced. O 
voyage continued tedious and uncomfortable with i 
gard to weather, and little occurred to vary t 
scene. For days together the weather was such 
to prevent the captain from taking an observatio 
One morning a vessel appeared on our weather-bo 
which seemed to have suffered much from the stori 
and we lay-to for some hours, until she came und 
our stem. She proved to be the British mail-pack 
Reindeer, bound for Halifax and Bermudas, o 
thirty-seven days, and had lost foremast and bo^ 
sprit, in the heavy gales which we had lately e 
countered. They were busied in rigging a jur; 
foremast, seemed to have a stout crew, aud the 
captain declined any assistance. 
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CHAPTER II. 

AiriTal off Sandy Hook — City of New York — Excellent ac- 
commodation of Bunker^s Hotel — American Society — 
Thorbnm^s Seed-store. 

On the 5th of April, our fortieth day at sea, we 
nade the high land of Jersey and Staatens Island, 
and a joyful sight it was ; for, as was long ago ob- 
senred, a ship, in the most favourable view, is but a 
prison afloat, with the agreeable contingency of be- 
iB^drowTied. 

The Americans keep a sharp look-out for news 
from Europe, and more than one newspaper has a 
6it«uling cutter constantly cruising off Sandy- 
Hook, to intercept the packets or other vessels. We 
were boarded, about sixteen miles off-land, by one 
of these quid nuficsy and, having given him our jour- 
Qsk, we had the satisfaction of finding that, tedious 
M our voyage had been, we had beat the New- 
Yoik, a packet which had sailed four days before us, 
and also the Thomas Dickason, a crack ship, which 
left the Mersey along with ourselves. 

The scenery of the American coast is rather tame 
at this point ; but the Bay of New York, after pass- 
ing the Forts, is magnificent, and the approach to 
the dty very fine. We got ashore about three 
o*elod^ Mad were conveyed, in a part\c\xiia\^ <^&'»x\ 
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Mid fi<mt hiu'.kiiffjr-cafu'.hy to thi^ Mfin«lofi*HoiMe Ho- 
tel in flrrmilwAjr, knpi by Mr Biirikur. 

I woM wtniffk with the iiiperior chiiriieter of tlie 
hiicktfejr horfien to thiwe irf oitr ctti<*i«, i»tfd I miiy ftdd 
ftlM) of thiHie in (tAm nnd wn^goniv. They were all 
In exeollnnt pli((bt, nnd the Utter, if not equnl in iii« 
to tbo«e in Knglinh Amyn, infinitely wnrpaiiged thom 
in iietion. Tlie haekney-coneh fnrew in New York 
fire hl^h, nnd nrPi mcireorer iinncyyin^ to Mtrnngen, 
from the prfietiite of pitying for eweh pnmMvn^er, when 
exceeding cme, nnd nUo for lii^^nge. New York ff 
well provided with hoteU erf every decree* Onr m« 
eommodation fit f Innker « wa« exeellent. The hmiM 
III extenffire, though not fto miK^h fio fin the C/lty Ho- 
tel, where two hundred hedpi fire nifule np ; find the 
iityle of living fippearfi Uf me trnffleiently eonvenient 
and agreeable, llenideM f^c^aMional gnefitM, yon meet 
with a r^ertain nnmber of pfirmnnrnt boarders, goflMM 
tlmen whole familie» remaining for weekn tifgether, 
with whom fitrangerM enjoy the ntmotit faeility iff 
forming an aeqnaintanee ; and, m it frequently bap- 
peni that nomai of the inmaten are membern of Con- 
greiM or of the Htate Legiwlatifreii, and that mont of 
them are men of unperior information, an opportu- 
nity In affordmi of ai^qniring knowledge regarding 
the ioMtitntionN and habitii i9t the people, highly te 
be prl7/ed. 

Tlie Amerieann appeared Ut me perfectly aeeetni- 

ble, and quite reaily U» fiive i!iMinfiel or aMMiMtanee to 

m)) who wtfrti dit^poMed frankly and (tordinlly Uf ae« 

^^0t ihiftn. ilefore I wai two diiif« \i\ vVik WiuV 1 
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oodd reckon ieyeral very kind friends^ acquired en- 
tirely in the ordinary intereonrse of the day, with- 
out any formal introduction, and was not only fiir- 
nihed with routes for my future guidance, but re- 
ceired kind and pressing invitatious to visit various 
individuals in the course of my tour. 

The public rooms in the hotels, consist of one or 
more furnished drawing-rooms, where you receive 
visitors, assemble before meals, or spend the even- 
ing with music, &c Single gentlemen, unacquaint- 
ed or unconnected with any lady of the party, ap- 
peared to me hardly expected to join the drawing- 
room drde, although there is no exclusion, nor any 
difficulty, when one is so inclined, in finding admis- 
sion. 

The dining-room is, of course, large, commonly 
two apartments thrown into one, and capable of be- 
ing enlarged or contracted at pleasure. In Bunker's, 
I admired an ingenious communication with the kit- 
chen, by means of a stair concealed under a large 
lideboard, from one end of which the good-humour- 
ed shining phiz of a black waiter was ever and anon 
emerging with some savoury dish. The bar-room 
and open gallery or verandah are the only scenes of 
smoking to be met with in respectable hotels. A 
book is kept in the bar, where arrivals and depart- 
ures are regularly recorded, and which frequently 
enables friends to trace each other with much conve- 
nience. 

The hotels are well fitted up, the bed-rooms not 
very larg-e, but clean and comforta\Ae, w\^, *\x^ 

B 
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Banker*!, we found excellent warm-bathi. Ooi 
board wai 2 dolUrSy or Qs. per day, for which W4 
had breakfast, dinner, tea, and iupper, with a bed 
room. Our fare wai excellent. Fieh and fowl 
rump eteakt, tautaget, omelets. Sec, &c. are kept ii 
convtant requisition, and ample justice is done U 
them, with a dispatch somewhat startling to i 
stranger. At this time shad reigned supreme at 
our breakfast, as striped bass did at our dinner* 
table, both uncommonly delicate varieties of fish* 

To those who have formed an estimate of Ameii* 
can hotels from certain modem tourists, I am awart 
that my report may wear the aspect of partiality, yel 
I feel a pleasure, while I consider it a duty, with per- 
fect indifference and candour, to state the impression 
made upon myself, and the results of my own expe- 
rience and observation. 

In treating of America, the man who would do 
her justice must have in constant remembrance the 
extraordinary advances and improvements, which 
even a year or two in this country produce. In the 
hotel where I now lived, an English gentleman in- 
formed me, that only a few years ago, not more 
than two or three single bed-rooms could be found, 
whereas it is now entirely the reverse, and the 
change, in ordinary road taverns, is alike remarka- 
ble. We have been accustomed to hear a great deal 
of the saucy or sulky demeanour of the attendants. 
Not a solitary instance of the kind occurred in my ex- 
perience, and I found all my personal wants quite as 
regalarly attended to as I could \)ou\\A^ dnivc^^ W5d^ 
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in New York and elsewhere ; with this agreeable dis- 
tmction, that yoo are relieved of those Texatioiis ex- 
tortions which assail you, as ^ riders to the billy" in 
fif&rj British hotel. The attendants, except in the 
Slaye states, are almost always free persons of colour, 
and I believe the repugnance felt to the designation 
of iervanty arises from some latent ill-defined dread 
of being mistaken for slaves. 

The porter of the hotel receives a small remunera- 
tion, having not only to run errands, but to do some 
heayy work in removing the luggage, of which the 
snperfluous portion, or what is not in immediate re- 
qnintion, is carefully deposited in a room allotted to 
that purpose. 

That matters are conducted very difPerently from 
>Huit we are accustomed to meet with, in our own ad- 
mirable houses of entertainment, I readily admit; but 
I cannot, upon the whole, allow that the absence of 
snog parlours or mahogany boxes, is attended with 
those Yery fatal e£Fects to comfort and good living, 
irbich some smart writers would have us to believe. 
One grievance perpetually served up is, the shock- 
ing inconvenience of travellers being obliged to 
conform to the regular hours of a public table, a 
truth which amounts precisely to nothing, these 
hours being invariably calculated to suit the motions 
of public conveyances, by which travelling is almost 
exclusively accomplished in America, and because 
there is no difficulty in procuring private rooms or 
ixira meals, when circumstances really oblige ^wvl^ 
:all for them. 

b2 
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AfuHthar r«rjr prMj lopi« i»f aIiiimi ft thm wk^ 
MohaUuHan 9yitUm eftirlAil on In tb«f inroni iNir«iromiM^ 
irftb tim M4S4s4$mpiinifnmtn itt a aomU md lui(r'brii#ii» 
(TOfpimiliiil ;^<» hmo pMieo, l*ha eUmntof tii Mimr 
miN'f r«tidifr« fr««btn|( At i^wty tt«i|ftt i»Ktr<mM4)r 
i$omfortiikl«f, during Ihit fnir minHtiM •mpli»)r«4 tn 
t^mn^nf; bor««w, tn4 t b«i«in und t^iwtfl ftr« pbitf^ «! 
b«n4 Hiif i\%^ \mr\Hmtf, ft b onljr in mn^ bumbb 
<|ntrt«rf« indn^d^ ili»l )ron «ftnm>t eomnmnd tb«fM» 
eomforltf in jrour i»wn btfd^room^ wh#rii ymi dtop tat 
tb# ni^t ( iindf ttltbiniifb eitrtiiinljr lb<» tlniri^ iini4»l«i 
w0n\A m^ ffmtmi iUmtumUm nn\mm i\my wnftt in 
tiMf T ^emnm r^mAU^vi nlMMtrrinn; a iingbf UikfmlUn 
w\i\umi bl« |»o«4<<i-4'^Hfib, 

I tbiiU nifila» ttl prMMini no Airtlmr r^mnrlof upon 
Ani#rimn «4'i$fmimndiil;ion«« inUmdinK Ui rmstw i4$ 
fhmn duriniff (tbn proi^rinHi <^ m)r itmn 

N#fr Vofk iuM b^m mi ttfimi und ini irtffU dMNsrib' 
ndf tbiii it i« wmtmmmirj to npimk in di»t«il t$( iu 
publics bniMlnf(i nnd imtitutiimn* f ( bi a fin« i$om* 
mm^iftl ehy^ tritb a popuktbm #if ntmAy i^OO^OOOf 
iwrrjrinif on nfi ininiimM* traiHe iritb f bo irhobf trari4 
Th« e<»l«briit«d Krrmdirttf iMmutfrbni diMip|ioini#d 
m«f« ft* Umf^b i« eMrUAnly vf^y fiirtmif mid bund' 
iMmMi publie bnildingi^ prirnCi^ mi»ni»ion«» biHb«l«^ nnd 
irifil fnrnUhiid tluiiHi or itor^i^ nro i$urioii»i)r totor« 
mix4fd( wbilo ii# irhol* lonf(tb nnd >>ri^ib«ir« Mwi$ 
wHh mrriHu^im and wi^<^orit« «<|n#»lriiint nrul fiodon* 
triant iff every rank «nd of ^Ini'itft i»y«rr3r bnif# HtiU« 
U did not equal tho «X|H»eU(Umi( wlibb I bud b<Ntn M 
Uf fon$h 
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I eould say much, were it proper, of the hoipita- 
lity of New York, and of the unostentatious Idnd- 
ness with which my letters of introduction were re- 
ceived. The style of living is el^pant and comfort- 
able, and the domestic circles which I had the plea- 
sure of joining seemed truly unaffected and happy. 
The quiet, modest, and amiable tone of female so« 
dety particularly pleased me. 

I frequently visited ike seed^iore of Mr Thorbum, 
t character of some celebrity, and of g^reat originali- 
tj, bwig> as he informed me at our first interview, 
the ** very idenOcai Lawrie Tod^ and that so far as 
the first volume of that entertaining work goes. Gait 
had exactly recorded his life and adventures. Be- 
sides other sources of enjoyment, Mr Thorbum is 
distinguished for a lively and unfailing reliance upon 
a special overruling Providence, not a blind fatalism, 
hot a conviction that, in all the crosses of life, a 
Uesong will be found by those who faithfully seek 
it He detailed many singular illustrations of this 
doctrine in his own history, and altogether gratified 
me much by his acquaintance. His original profes- 
shm was that of a nail-maker at Dalkeith, and by 
that alone he looked for a livelihood in the New 
World* Soon after his arrival, however, this handi- 
craft was annihilated by the introduction of machine- 
ry, and poor Thorbum was driven to open a small 
grocery store for subsistence to Phemie and himself. 
It was his practice to visit the butcher-market at 9 
late hour, that he might pick up a cheap moTic\) vck^ 
ahtterving m man offering plants for aalo Vn ^\a^ «aflk 
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seemingly like hinuelf rather low in the world, T 
bom accosted him. He proved to be a fellow c< 
Uyman, an indostrious, but rather unsuccessfol, i 
ket g^dener, of the name of Inglis, from Kirkcal 
and, from a sort of commiseration, Thorbum boi 
a rose-geranium, intending it to ornament his si 
At this time he scarce knew a geranium from a 
bage. Pleased with his purchase, when he got h< 
he painted his pot a g^y green, and placed it in 
window. ^* And now," says he, when he told 
his story, with his eyes twinkling, ** mark the k 
ness of Providence. The day after my geran 
appeared in its new pot, a lady happening to d 
past, remarked its beauty, and not only bought i 
a handsome price, but g^ve me such orders as i 
bled me to open a busy trade with poor Inglis, 
shop soon became more celebrated for plants t 
for tea and tobacco ; and many inquiries having h 
made for garden-seeds, I procured an assortm( 
and gradually extended my concern until I reac 
the possession of the handsome premises and flour 
ing trade which 1 now enjoy.'' 

Some of his details, regarding the devastation 
casioned by the yellow fever, were extremely ii 
resting. He has a very beautiful seed-shop, avis 
and greenhouse, &c. in the centre of the city, i 
merly a Quakers' meeting-house and school, wh 
he seems to drive a thriving trade. The ladies 
New York are fond of flowers, and use them mi 
in dress. Camellias are in great request, and soi 
iimes sell so high as three doWas^ Ob-W^, tW oi 
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naiy price being one ; and large orders are given for 
every party. I learned also, from a Scotchman in 
Mr Thorbam*8 employment, whose family had suf- 
fered heavily from sickness last winter, that camel- 
lias and parties by no means engross the sole atten- 
tion of the ladies of New York, He assured me, 
that, within his own observation, it was quite won- 
derful what they contrived to do, in visiting, cloth- 
ing, and attending to, the poor. This man left Glas- 
gow in great destitution about a year ago. He is 
DOW in comfortable circumstances, and his family 
provided for; but the first fortnight which honest 
Saonders Lee spent in New York, a total stranger, 
without money or engagement, he described, with a 
flhudder, like a fit of the ague, as ^^perfectiy awful^ 
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CHAPTER III. 

Hieom Voyage up the Hudson—The Dinner on Boaid-JSttt» 
Prison of i^ing Sing.-.Militar7 College of West Point— Citf 
of Albany— JSenate and House of Assembly— Superiority of 
tho American Breed of Hones— Albany Museum— A.mericai . 
Character for Inquisitiyeness. 

At seyeii o'clock a. m., upon the 12th of April 
we embarked in the North America, a splendid 
steam-boat, of which the Americans are jnstly proud, 
to proceed up the Hudson to Albany, a distance of 
145 miles. The morning was rather cold, and t 
strong breeze blew down the river^ wind, and tide, 
and stream being all against us, notwithstanding of 
which, the irresistible power by which we were im- 
pelled, landed us in Albany within fourteen hours. 
It is difficult for those who have never seen an Ame- 
rican steam-boat, to conceive its elegance and com- 
fort. They are handsomely fitted up, well furnished, 
and a capital table is kept, while the total absence of 
coal-smoke leaves every thing tidy and clean. The 
North America is a day-boat, that is, she performs 
her voyage between sunrise and sunset, a circum- 
stance of which travellers ought to be aware, as they 
deprive themselves of the enjoyment which the 
highly interesting Bcenery oi X\iA ^u<\anrQL ^^i^V 
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^onJd they chance to go anawarei by an eyening 
kat. This fine ▼easel is propelled by two engpmes 
of Boety horse-power each ; the steermuuiy from an 
fUmted platform in the fore-end, glides the reud 
ijTopes, which commonicate with the mdder ; a safe 
ttd admirable contrivance, nniyersally employed in 
America, enabling the person at the helm to eom- 
Bud an nninternipted view of the ship's conrse, and 
to escape many dangers which might otlierwise oo- 
cnr. The North America has a magnificent public 
oilii, with suitable private acconmiodation for ladies. 
Her length is about 225 feet, and her breadth 60. 
There are a lower and upper deck for promenading, 
with an awning when the sun is powerful, and, in 
Aort, every luxury and comfort which the best ho- 
tel ooold aflPord, not forgetting the barber's skop^ 
where the master informed me he had frequently the 
kttoor of taking fifty gentlemen by the nose in one 
forenoon. This ancient craft, so greatly degenerated 
IB our own country, seems to be here in its very se« 
lith. Innumerable are the party-coloured poles in 
every town, indicating the barber's shop, and, the 
general practice being fayonrable to their calling, they 
are in great request. I observed, in New York, one 
of the sides of the shop fitted up with pigeon-holes, 
wrhere stood the labelled soap-boxes of Mr A, Mr 
fi^ &c^ indicating steady customers. The steam- 
boats and large hotels have generally a barber as 
part of the establishment, and I found them every 
where maintaining the old professional character of 
\r, civil, mad ohliging gossips. 
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The fiire to Albany is only 98., with a rery mo* 
derate charge for meals. Of courae, it it a favourite 
mode of conveyance, and the company is not always 
remarkably select. The steward told me that he had 
900 passengers to breakfast and dinner one day last 
summer, and that 500 or 600 are frequent. With 
such a multitude some confusion must unavoidably 
occur, however excellent the arrangements, and 
these appeared to me to be very complete. Upon 
this occasion I think we sat down about 200 at ta^ 
ble; many homely enough in appearance, but no* 
thing either rude or revolting came under my notioe. 
I was seated at dinner between Judge 8 , a most 
intelligent man, and of much repute as a lawyer, and 
a plain Massachusetts farmer. We soon got engih 
ged in agricultural conversation, for the judge was 
well versed in these matters, and a£Forded much ns^ 
ful advice and information to the professional farmer 
and his friends. After dinner he entered into more 
general discussion, running over the different States, 
and pointing out to me what he considered their re- 
lative advantages and drawbacks. He thinks well 
of Ohio and some parts of Indiana for European set* 
tiers, and strongly advised me, if I thought of a pmv 
chase, to prefer a farm already, in some measure, 
improved, and to be upon my guard against design 
ing persons, who are every where on the look-out 
for strangers. He assured me that a good under- 
standing with Great Britain was daily gaining 
^ound in the States, and that the idea prevailed, 
that if the two nations stand \>y eadv o\^«t , \)^«^ \saes 
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mle the world. This gpentleman enjoys a good pri- 

TBte fbrtnne ; otherwise his case would be a hard 

one. A very extraordinary law, peculiar, I believe, 

to the State of New York, enacts that judges shall 

retire upon attaining the age of sixty, and thus not 

only may^ but frequently mustt return to the bar, not 

t dollar of pension being, allowed them when thus 

eompelled to resign. Mr S. was in this predicament, 

ind the country sacrificed the talents of a very able man, 

just at a period of life when his legal experience as a 

jndge became of peculiar value. It is a preposterous 

arrangement, and may even be imagined at variance 

with the purity and independence of the bench. 

I had a long chat with the Massachusetts farmers, 
who had been at New York with a drove of fot oxen, 
weighing about 75 stones (14 lb. to the stone) each, 
and for which they had got about L.22 a-head. 
They were in very high spirits, as every thing was 
bearing a high price. Their sheep are Saxon and 
Merino, and they had refused 2s. 8^. or 75 cents per 
pound ibr their wool, while last year they considered 
themselves well paid with 2s. Id. or 50 cents. They 
raise fine crops of turnips, and rear many sheep. A 
ewe fetches this season 9s., while last year she 
brought only 4s. 6d. They pay a sheep-doctor 27s. 
each 100 sheep per annum for his attendance, and 
this man devotes himself to sheep alone, never in- 
terfering with any other stock. He came out to 
them from Ekigland. 

Our dinner table was supplied with a pTo{u«\otk qH 
good tbiaga, well cooked, and neatly aervedi u^ 
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The captain takes the head of the table, the ladiei 
who have no gpentlemen along with them being ak 
ways nnder his special charge ; and, however laige 
the party, or however mixed the company, aompn* 
lous deference is paid to the accommodation of the 
fair ; and, I am confident, the most nnpolished £uiver 
would suffer any inconvenience rather than interfere 
with a lady*8 comfort. 

The fare from New York to Albany, 145 milei, 
is, as before observed, two dollars, or 98., and the 
charge for an excellent dinner 2s. dd. or half a dd^ 
lar, including brandy, whisky and Hollands, plaioed 
upon the table, at the discretion of the company, t 
latitude which, I may here observe, was never abused, 
upon this or any other occasion, throughout my tour. 
The scenery of the Hudson, between New Yoik and 
Albany, is probably not to be surpassed in romantic 
beauty by any river-scenery in the world. About 
forty miles above New York, the river emerges fircm 
the high lands, and, for 100 miles above thati the 
eye is gratified by a succession of lofty mountain^ 
and bold rocky headlands, clothed in wood, — towni^ 
villas, ficurms, &c in perpetual succession. The rivsr 
itself is a noble object, covered with inTnnn^mH^ 
sloops and steamers, sometimes making abmpt tonil 
amongpit the rocks, and again stretching out like s 
peaceful lake. The woods were yet bare of foUage^ 
and the day so cold and bleak, as to freeze the spraj 
upon the deck ; still, it was impossible for any ad- 
mirer of nature, to view the scenery of this day's 
voyage, without the dee^^t \ntoc««^ vbA \<^09f^ 
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It would be easy to enlarge npon many interesting 
olijects which present themselves between New York 
and Albany, but the ordinary guide-books have made 
these perfectly familiar. 

Sing Sing, a new state prison, is seen upon the 
east bank, a few miles above New York. Silence 
reigns supreme within its walls, and forms the great 
and e£Fective engine of punishment. The prisoners 
labour in gangs, but not a whisper is allowed, and, 
at n^ht, each returns to his solitary cell, where his 
only, but invaluable resource, awaits him, in the 
pages of Holy Writ. 

West Point, about fifty miles above New York, is 
finely situated upon a lofty eminence, and is the 
station of an extensive Military College, educating 
about 250 cadets. This place must ever be associated 
with painful and afiecting recollections, when recog- 
nised as the spot where the gallant but misjudging 
Andr6, was inveigled, by the traitor Arnold, into a 
guilty correspondence, forfeiting his life, and, in a 
certain d^;ree, tarnishing his honour ; while, at the 
same time, the noble heart of Washington was rent 
with the bitterest pangs, from the painful duty im- 
posed upon him. He saw and acknowledged the gene« 
reus feelings which led poor Andr6 astray, and sigh- 
ed under the stern necessity which compelled him to 
deny a soldiers death to this unhappy youth, doomed, 
by the laws of war, to an ignominious gibbet. 

We reached Albany about nine, and were soon 
comfortably established in Cm tten den's hotel> oid- 
Joiaing to the State Home on Capitol HiW. 
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Albany is an ancient city in American chronology. 
It i8 the capital of the State of New York, and the 
seat of the State Crovernment, though now gready 
eclipsed by The City^ as New York is emphatically 
termed. A great proportion of internal conuneroe 
centres in Albany. The Grand E^ie, and the Cham- 
plain, or Northern Canal, both find their outlet here, 
and numerous very large steam-boats ply to New 
York. The population of Albany is about 16,000. 
The tide runs nearly to Troy, about six miles above. 
In contemplating the commercial enterprise, the ban 
of busy men, the large warehouses and stores, the 
variety of equipages, waggons, stage-coaches, &e. 
which are met on every hand, as a stranger proceeds 
through the city, it is impossible not to revert to the 
picture so graphically drawn by an amiable and 
venerable authoress, and to contrast its present con- 
dition with the early days of Albany, when " thii 
city was a kind of semirural establishment, every 
house had its garden, well, and a little green behind; 
before every door a tree was planted, rendered in- 
teresting by being coeval with some beloved mem- 
ber of the family ; many of their trees were of pro- 
digious size, and extraordinary beauty, but without 
regularity; every one planting the kind that best 
pleased him, or which he thought would a£Pord the 
most agreeable shade to the open portico, at his door, 
which was surrounded by seats, and ascended by a 
few steps. It was in these, that each domestic group 
was seated in summer evenings to enjoy the balmy 
twilight, or the serenely clear mowK\^\.* ^Asdbi 
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&iiiily had a cow, fed in the common pasture, at the 
end of the town. In the evening the herd returned 
all together, of their own accord, with their tinkling 
beHls hung at their necks, along the wide and grassy 
street, to their wonted sheltering trees, to he milked 
at their masters' doors. Nothing could he more 
pleasing to a simple and benevolent mind, than to 
see thus at one view, all the inhabitants of a town, 
which contained not one very rich, nor one very poor, 
Tery knowing or very ignorant, very rude or very 
polished individual ; to see all these children of na- 
ture, enjoying, in easy indolence or social intercourse, 

* Tbe cool, the fragrant, and the dusky hour/ 

dothed in the plainest habits, and with minds as un- 
disguised and artless. These primitive beings were 
dispersed in porches, grouped according to similarity 
of years and inclinations. At one door, were young 
matrons ; at another the elders of the people ; at a 
third, the youths and maidens, gaily chatting or 
singing together, while the children played round 
the trees, or waited by the cows, for the chief ingre- 
dient of their frugal supper, which they generally 
ate, sitting on the steps in the open air*.*' It is a 
dream not unworthy of Rip Van Winkle himself. 
The mighty tide of time is ever rolling on, and such 
scenes as these must now be looked for in the newly 
reclaimed regions of the West, or the Canadian 
Forest, where many an embryo city, destined to rear 
its edifices, and to diffuse riches and civilization 

• Letters of an American Lady., (MrB'GTaul oi "L^L^gEaxvY 
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aroinid, it at this hour commencing its career, wil 
the saw-mill, the grist-mill, and the wooden whatl 

The local situation of Albany is rerj fine^ ti 
town being placed upon the declivity of a hill, ove 
hanging the river, on its western bank; and tl 
panoramic view from the roof of the Capitol is ben 
tiful and extensive, embracing the CatskiU Mom 
tains, nearly 4000 feet high, clothed with wood 1 
the very smnmit, the noble Hndson, spreading oi 
below, and a fine country on every side. 

I spent the day following my arrival, in a mo 
agreeable renewal of friendly intercourse with ail o 
companion, whose acquaintance I had made mai 
years ago, while he prosecuted his studies in Ekli 
burgh. 

His father, distinguished by the old Dutch title 
Patroon of Albany, is still better known by his talen 
and virtues, which, during a long life, have secmn 
to him the esteem and regard of all his fellow citize 

and friends. Mr R r possesses a princely doma 

around Albany, and I felt, in the sincere and cordi 
welcome of the son, that one of the purest and mc 
heartfelt enjoyments of life, is to be found in t 
practical assurance of an old friendship having exf 
rienced neither diminution nor coldness, from t 
caustic influence of distance and of time. My frie: 
accompanied me to all that was to be seen in the ci 
and around Albany. Our first visit was to the Hoc 
of Assembly and Senate, both of which are in hai 
some and convenient halls. I remained some tii 
In the Senate, listemng, w\\\i \s\X^T«<&t^ to the fi 
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4lBcittsioD, of a public nature, which I had heard in 
America. The matter in hand was of mere local in- 
torest, being the constitution of a new bank, and the 
ipeikers appeared to treat the controverted points, 
in a candid business-like style. There was little 
room for eloquence in determining the amount of 
capital which a country bank should be allowed to 
pogsess, and there were no unnecessary or misplaced 
attempts at rhetorical display. The appearance of 
the members conveyed the impression of sensible 
eomitry gentlemen, and I left the hall, well satisfied 
^h the mode in which business seemed to be con- 
dncted. 

Tlie constitution of the State of New York gives 
the right of suffrage to every male citizen of 21 years 
of age, who has resided six months in the State, and 
has paid a state or county tax within a year of the 
dection, and also to men of colour (blacks and mu- 
lattoes) who have been citizens for three years, and 
|H)sse8S a clear freehold of 250 dollars value, and 
have paid a tax thereon. The Governor and Lieu- 
tenant-governor are chosen by the people, and hold 
office for two years. The legislature consists of the 
Senate and House of Assembly. The former is 
composed of 32 members, freeholders, who are elect- 
ed for four years, one-fourth going out annually by 
rotation. The Assembly consists of 128 members 
elected annually, in their respective counties. Tho 
electors may return any freeholder eitlter to t^io 
Senate or Assembly, that may to them seem best ; 
and each member of the Senate and House o^ Ks- 

c 
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tembly receiyei three dollars a day, during aeatit 
The judiciary power is vested in a CSourt of Chaaee: 
a Supreme Oonrt, and District CSonrt, with a Goi 
of Error, composed of the Senate^ the Chancel] 
and Jodgpes of the Supreme Court ; the Judges, ai 
have already noticed, becoming disqualified at t 
ag^ of sixty. 

After leaving the House of Assembly, we drove 
few miles out of town, and visited a very fine hat 
of 600 acres, which my friend occupies himself, 
consists chiefly of rich arable land and meadows, < 
the banks of the river, and it pleased me to see th 
BO correct and spirited an example in rural econos 
was there displayed, by one whose influence ongl 
to have so much weight in the district. The fence 
houses, Arc. were in good order, and I saw some vei 
fine improved short-homed cattle, imported, at grei 
expense, from England, and well calculated to hem 

fit the country. Mr R ^r has shown a correi 

judgment in selecting native cows, to mix with th 
English blood, and has reared one bull, in particula 
which I considered even superior in shape to tli 
English sire : this animal was intended to be let oi 
for the season. 

My friend, who was always remarkable for a smai 
ieamf enjoys every advantage in America for indd 
ging his taste« Scarce had I set foot on shore i 
New York, when my eye was attracted to the figure 
of the horses in the hackney-coaches and drays, an 
evtsrj subsequent opportunity tended more and mor 
Uf delight me with the \>xe«& oi \iQt«e^) \M^th in th 
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State and Caoadai. Mr R— r had about twenty 
IB his ttaUeay part of them, of course, employed with 
die oxen in farm-work, but all of them, in point of 
ahape, figure, and action, such as would command, in 
Britain, the highest price g^ven for carriage-nags. 
A pair of yery powerful handsome brown geldings, 
which we met accidentally in one of his waggons, 
Qost him 200 dollars, or £ 45, and which horses, I 
am eonfident, in London, would have readily fetched 
120 guineas* Some of his saddle-horses were un- 
flommonly neat, and a chestnut colt, intended for his 
vwn charger, as genera] in the militia, was one of 
fltt finest and strongest thoroughbreds I ever saw. 
I nay remark, too, that this stud was by no means 
to be regarded as the expensive hobby of a rich man, 
for in eyery part of the country the same superior 
iaimala were to be met with, and, from the team of 
almost any ordinary farmer, horses might be select- 
ed fit to grace the four-in-hand. The buildings on 
the farm are of wood, and very commodious; the 
itaUes, floored with plank, last for a great many 
years, and no doubt, in a great degree, train the 
horses to be steady in boats and on wooden bridges. 
The bailiff, a yery sensible actire-like man, has about 
£45 of money wages, a capital house, cow, and some 
other adyantages* The crops are chiefly wheat, 
Indian com, pumpkins gprown among the com, oats, 
pofeitoes» and meadow-hay. 

After a yery pleasant driye, about six miles up th« 
tiTer side, upon a real Macadamised road, which baa 
Wd completed for that distance, vre relumed \A 

c2 
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Albany ; and, to while away an hour before going ta 
my friend's to dinner, I paid a Tisit to the Albany 
Masenm. This collection occn^es a suite of rooms, 
in a very handsome boilding of white marble, fronr 
a quarry in its neighbonrhood, and contains a fair 
assortment of specimens in natural history. Here it 
was my lot, for the first time, to come under the fall 
fire of Yankee curiosity, although I had been al- 
ready engaged in some small affairs ef outposts. The 
only other visitor whom I saw in the museum wm 
a tall thin lad, who, the moment I entered, pounced 
upon me, and, though with perfect civility and good- 
breeding according to his knowledge, opened a vol* 
ley, with " How d'ye do. Sir (very nasal) ; I guess 
youre from the old country/' Quite aware that no 
impertinence was intended, I readily answered every 
question, which now poured in nearly as foDows : 
" May I ask. Sir, from what part of the old coon- 
try ? May I ask what port you sailed from ? What 
ship did you sail in? What might you pay for your 
passage ? Are you going to settle in the States ? 
What may your profession be? What is your 
name ?" et multa alia, to the like eflFect. 

This inqusitive disposition has been a frequent 
theme of abuse against the Americans ; and that it 
exists as a national trait, I think no man can honest- 
ly deny. I have met with it every where, and have 
endeavoured to analyze it fairly and with candour. 
The conclusion to which I very soon came, and to 
which I still adhere, acquits the Americans of the 
fnost remote intention to \je «Lt. «i\ vmcivil to the 
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Stranger. They must be newed nationally in tome 
degree, as children; it must be remembered that 
they live much in retired rural circles ; that they are 
intdligent, well educated, and ever anxious to ac- 
-qoire information, all of which render them, when a 
fn^igner falls into their hands, rather apt to over- 
step the European bounds of propriety, and many of 
tlieir questions, which to us appear trifling, bear pro- 
bibly upon points sn£BcientIy important to them. 
Whatever umbrage too sensitive strangers may take 
8t (he freedom of Americans, it is but fair to notice 
the voluntary restraints which, in some respects, the 
hitter impose upon themselves. An American, who 
will not feel that he is guilty of any impertinence in 
taking a peep at a book you may have in your hand, 
win at once recoil when you open a letter, or are 
engaged in writing, although it is sufficiently evident 
that a mere selfish and vulgar curiosity would derive 
infinitely more gratification from a peep at the latter 
than at the former. I enjoyed, also, many a laugh, 
in the crowded steam-boats, at the overwhelming 
49onfnsion which I occasioned, by suddenly turning 
round, when I knew that half-a-dozen poor fellows 
were straining their orbs to decypher the emblems 
of agriculture figuring upon the buttons of an old 
Farming Society coat, which I wore in travelling. 
They evidently fdt, that without a little more inti- 
macy, the buttons were to be held sacred. In my 
adventure at the museum, dignity perhaps suggested 
the necessity of immediately turning upon my heel 
horn each aa impertinent Paul Pry ; Wt, ^\i"aX, \ 
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trast may be called good nature or good tact, nig 
the expediency of meeting the poor fellow in 1 
own spirit, and, by answering his queries, I scai 
gratified him more than by extracting, in like ma 
ner from him, a stock of useful information regta 
ing the agriculture of New England, where n 
friend, a shrewd, sensible sample of a Maesadiuiel 
farmer, owned a farm of 200 acres* He had ooi 
up with me the preceding day, from New Yoik, 
the North America, where he had formed one of tl 
party who had been selling their fat stodc at Ni 
York. I might have cut the matter short at one 
and enjoyed the triumph of sending o£F Jonathan ( 
use a homely phrase) with ajka in his ear; but u 
doubtedly I would myself have been the only snfie 
er, and he would very soon have forgot the rebv 
which the saucy fellow from the old country had gr 
en him. Upon returning to the hotel, and mentioi 
ing my chat with the farmer, my friend Mr C— 
who, from a residence of forty years in Canada, ui 
derstands the American character better than mo 
people, commended me for the line I had followe< 
and amused me with an anecdote on the subject ( 
curiosity, which has, I believe, travelled across tb 
Atlantic, regarding a gentleman of the name of Wesi 
This traveller^ besides the common ordeal, had t 
encounter an extra batch of inquiries, from the spe 
culation occasioned by a wooden leg. Wearied on* 
day with a most pertinacious host, who had extracted 
from him his name, his country, profession, route 
^c., the traveller positVveVy i^xoVeft\<e^«i;|;KmieX^sAtl^ 
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question hdng pat. ** Oh I Sir," says mine host, 
" I would just like to ask one more." '* Well, well,'* 
ttys 1^ West, ** one more I will answer, and r^ 
member that clears alL*' '* Certainly, sir, many 
^banks : Pray, how did you lose your leg 9" ** Oh ! 
nyleg;whyitwa8&tf." *' Bit! is it possible f Well, 
irhat eould have bit it ?" <« Nay, friend, a bargain's 
abargun, yon know : one question and no mare was 
our agreement ;" — thus leaving Boniface in greater 
poj^ezity than eyer* 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Phaeton Excunion up the Banks of the Hudson to £a8tim-« 
Join the Stage-coach for Whitehall — Bad roads— Village 
of Sandy Hill— Town of Whitehall. 

Having expressed my intention of Tisiting i 
Scotch friend, who has been some time settled apoi 
the banks of the Hudson, abont thirty miles above 

Albany, R r kindly insisted upon driving me 

there in his phaeton. 

At Albany I parted for a time with my good 
friends Mr and Mrs C , who were to proceed di- 
rectly home to Niagara, where it was arranged I 
should join them on my return from Quebec. 

Upon Thursday, 15th April, R r called for 

me at Cruttenden's Hotel, and, in company with his 

relation Mr S r, we rattled away with four spank' 

ing bays, for Easton, the morning pleasant for the 
season, and the road, so far as Macadam went, pe^ 
fecUy unexceptionable. At Gibbonsville, about six 
miles from Albany, is established a public arsenal) 
and the location^ to borrow an American phrase, 
seems well chosen for operations in the north or 
east, as the two canals open a ready communicadoD 
with the frontiers. At Gibbonsville we were ferried 
over the Hudson to Troy in a most convenient boat, 
which received us witViout \m^o\L\xk^^ wA ^s««:^«^^ 
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US deyerly. across. The boat was moved by two 
horses and a horizontal wheel, operating on paddles, 
in a simple and ingenious manner, the horses per- 
forming their work like tamspits, or a party taking 
exercise at a tread^miU. Troy is a considerable town, 
with a jgreaj; appearance of lively trade, and some 
handsome public buildings, especially a new church 
of Gothic architecture. A few miles farther up, 
we re-crossed the Hudson by a covered bridge of 
wood, leading into the town of Waterford. This 
bridge is 1000 paces in length, with a double road- 
way, and cost nearly £ 16,000. There is a pontage 
exacted, and a penalty upon carriages exceeding a 
walk, when going along the bridge. 

Waterford is a sweet village, containing many gay 
white mansions, with green Venetians, neat gardens, 
^Ci, and the scenery around is extremely pleasing. 
The Hudson flows past the town, and the Mohawk 
Wi in, a short way below, with many wooded and 
rod^y islands in front. From Waterford our route 
lay nearly parallel to the river, through a well culti- 
TBted country, with many handsome farms, the soil 
^trying in quality, and of inferior value as you re- 
^ from the river. A gentleman whom I had 
known in Scotland possesses a fine property on this 
'Oad, and I resolved to surprise him with a visit. 

We were most- heartily welcomed, and only made 
S^kkI our retreat by a promise, if possible, to return. 
He has found his purchase a very advantageous one ; 
Hte land seems of excellent quality, and he has evi- 
faitlj made great improvements in deunivg) Am^-* 
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ing, fencing, &e» The Northern CSanal inteneeki 
the estate. He has a comfortable maiiflion, with i 
well laid out garden, rather ingeniously formed ii 
the hollow of an old quarry. The Hudson, wid 
many wooded romantic islets, and enlivened by nft| 
eonstantly shooting down some strong rapids, wid 
high land, well timbered, on the opposite bank, fonn 
the landscape from his porch, where we found tk 
<dd gentleman enjoying the sunshine of a delightih 
April day. A few miles after passing Stillwater (< 
small hamlet and post-office), we arrived opposite it 
Easton, the residence of my friend. It was now re 
quisite to cross the river, which here expands to 
very considerable breadth, and, from its pladdBt] 
gives name to the hamlet and district. A rathe 
ill'idefined track led us through a field, and we d< 
scended the bank, as I thought, with some haaarc 
to the water edge. Here no handy waterman wu< 
ed to give us his aid, |but a €atametran4ike boat, di 
nominated a Scow, long enough, though of a breadt 
barely sufficient to receive the carriage, was at os 
service when cleared of the water with which di 
was half full. I received orders to remain in tl 
phaeton, under the guidance of the coachman, wfail 
my friends soon baled out a portion of the wate 
and handled two long poles, by which we were i 
be put across. The prospect, 1 must admit, was fi 
from satisfactory ; however, having no choice, I ha 
only to submit, and, after a proper plunge and a rai 
jolt, our well trained active horses deposited us o 
hoard, and we committed o\KnfiXN«ik \a 'VIu^ ^gsnt] 
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emrait. In due time we reached the opposite bank, 
nd after another scramble, got safely ashore, where 
ny good friend was ready to welcome ns. This was 
tiie first specimen I had met with of the docility 
which is almost universal in American horses, and is 
Ae nataral result of kind treatment. From the mo* 
Bient that these four spirited animals entered the 
boat until they were required to leap out, a period 
of kalf an hour, not one of them moved a hoof. My 
itiend's property formerly belonged to a branch of 
Ae Schuyler family, and is beautifully situate on 
tiie east bank of the Hudson, consisting of rich clay 
bad, low hills well adapted for sheep pasture, and 
woodhmd behind. The house stands not far from 
river, and commands a very pleasing view, 
r and 8-^ — r left us in the evening for the 
vendence of the latter, about ten miles farther up, 
it Schuylersville ; and we witnessed another em- 
wkation in the mow, which by no means diminished 
^J personal satisfaction at remaining a spectator 
utmt the bank. I remained several days with my 
Mend, looking at farms in the neighbourhood, and 
Partaking of the kind and easy hospitality which puts 
i man comfortably and completely at home. The 
^ey of the Hudson is here of considerable breadth. 
Tke Northern or Champlain Canal, connecting New 
Toik with Vermont, Lower Canada, &c, passes on 
^ west side, at the distance, in general, of about 
'df a mile from the river. There is a large extent 
^ rich flat land upon the eastern bank, rising into 
^ Wb And woodlands as you recede ; eciv^> %QTCkfii 
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milet ill the interior, it ii inttirtected by a line of 
turnpike from Troy, &c, to the north, with a diiitri<}t 
of settled country, inferior, liowever, in quality to 
the river Hide. Nuuierouw little brookn deHceud from 
the hilly ground, aftbrding a copiouv supply of wa^ 
ter for agricultural, and uometimei for mechanical, 
purpotien. Upon one of thene, running through hi* 
property, my friend has erected a brewery, which, 
in the hands of two enterprising Scotchmen, pro* 
mises to flourish. Sure I am, if iuperkUively good 
ale can secure customers, the Easton brewery de- 
serves to succeed. Ice is applied in a particular and 
scientific method, which enables the brewery to work 
when others are in general closed from the tempera* 
ture of the summer. In returning one evening from 
dining with our neighbourM at the brewery, I was re- 
galed and astonifeilied for the first time with tkjrog 
concert. The night was dark, and we were picking 
(jur steps by the aid of a lantern, when the chirrup 
at once opened on every hand from a thousand 
mouths. The whole valley seemed to be alive with 
one niai^s of squeaking volc(*s, which continued 
through tlie night without intermission. The bull- 
frog occaMionally sings hasa^ but this evening he was 
silent. The noise breaks strangely to a stranger's 
ear on the quiet hour ; and I could not help associat- 
ing it, in some degree, with the annoying recollec- 
tion of fever and ague, which will, less or more, con- 
tinue to prevail until a general system of draining 
Aa\\ tliin this orchestra. 
Some tfjiecies of frog grow \i«x« ^\x^ vci Q*«xi%dakUi 
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a prodigiom sise. A plain honest fikotsman, with 
iFhoin I travelled some days in Canada, amused me 
much with his account of them, when detailing his 
feats in the slaughter of wood-pigeons. << You ne- 
ver WW the like 6 the puddocksj sir ; I brought down 
three daws at ae shot, and afore I could taK them up, 
A muMe deevil, wC a mouth as braids my loqf, gobbled 
Mp tfin o them, roup an* stoupr Mrs R , too, as- 
sured roe that, from her vicinity to the meadows at 
the river side, she had no chance of rearing ducks, 
the young hrood always falling a prey to the frogs. 
Upon Monday the 18th of April, after an early 
hreakiast, I left Boston, and joined the stage for 
Whitehall, which passed on the opposite side of the 
river about eight o'clock. I had hit upon the very 
worst period of the year for travelling in America, 
and I was therefore led to expect rather rough work. 
During the winter mouths the sledge conveys you 
along with rapidity and ease ; and, in summer, the 
roads being dry, and having then got their repair for 
the season, are tolerably smooth ; but in spring mat«- 
ters are certainly bad enough. The American stage- 
ooacfa, clumsy and unwieldy as it looks, is by no 
means an nncomfortable vehicle, and certainly with- 
stands shocks, the least of which would demolish the 
best article ever launched from Long- Acre. It is 
nispended upon leather springs of great strength, 
and carries nine inside passengers, six of whom are 
•eated face to face, and three upon a moveable seat 
in the centre, with their faces forward^ and WcsVa 
supported by a broad strap. On account o^ t)Ei\» 
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middle departmenti you enter only on one gide« 
The panels are open, and provided with curtaing to 
draw dote when required. The luggage is stowed 
away in ample retervoin before and behind, and the 
only outside seat is a share of the coach-box to those 
who can maintain their post. For my own party al- 
though I tried it, with a strong desire to see the 
country and to chat with ooacheef I found it absolute- 
ly beyond my skill, after divers attempts, to hold on* 
In some places it is impossible at this season to use 
the coach, and passengers are conveyed in long nar« 
row four-wheeled waggons, with seats suspended, or 
uUended to be suspended, across; for occasionally the 
board is loose, and makes most incommodious slips 
from under you in the heavy jolts. The harness is 
of leather, substantial and good, the coachmen care- 
ful and most expert, and the horses truly excellent. 
But it is time to get on. When my baggage was 
stowed, of which the heaviest portion had been most 
correctly brought forward from Albany, where I left 

it to relieve R r s horses, I seated myself on Ijie 

box, and away we rumbled. Our pace was slow 
enough, though occasionally, when a little tolerable 
road presented itself, the horses exhibited satisfiM)* 
tory proofs that, in other .circumstances, no dday 
would arise from them. We passed through many 
convenient and tolerably well cultivated farms. The 
wheat and grass were both looking uncommon!/ 
well. Merino sheep Were to be seen everywhere i 
the cattle appeared similar to our old short^homs^ 
hat they have much need o{ uii^tO'v«m«iiX\ iMv^tbHii 
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am I eommend the common breed of twine, which 
an too generally of the long-leg^^ flat-tided do* 
taipdoDy requiring, I am tatitfied, at much food to 
itise one ttone of bacon at would yield two in a more 
unfty rariety. 

Rom thete humble tpeculationt, howerer, I wat 
raued by the enthntiatm of our coachman, who ex* 
flUmed, upon reaching Schnylertyille, ^ There, tir, 
b the mrnnder ground :" alluding to the fate of poor 
Bmgoyne, who wat compelled at thit place to sur* 
iwder himtelf and hit army of nearly 6000 men to 
General Gatet, in the autumn of 1777. The whole 
note frmn Waterford to the frontier, including Lake 
Gbunplain, hat been distinguithed in American hit* 
tory as the scene of many battlet, by land and water, 
from the dayt of the unfortunate Montcalm, whO| 
QDaUe to control the tarage ferocity of hit Indian 
iDiet, wat forced to witness the cold-blooded butch* 
«ry of poor Monro and his gallant little band, after 
Aey had surrendered and received atturance of prO' 
taction. 

When listemng to the details which my friend the 
cotdunan gare me with a fm portion of national 
exaltation, I could not but reflect, with some de- 
gne of wonder, upon the penrerse obstinacy of our 
itirtesmen, which led them, without a feeling of re* 
pet, to pour out British blood, and to squander Bri- 
&li treasure, in a cause which no thinking man 
^oold now Tenture to advocate or defend* 

It is perfectly wonderfal, considering the state iii 
Ae Prpviocef at the period of the t«toVolV\otL)\^^ i 
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people 80 thinly scattered, and, in every respect, M 
indifFerently prepared for the mighty contest, weM 
able to cope with, and finally withstand, the conc«s« 
trated powers of Britain. A g^at haman instn- 
ment was raised up in Washington, a man whom I 
shall ever revere as one of the most perfect chano- 
ters which any age of our world has produced. No 
name stands higher than his in the annals of tma 
fame ; and when we cast into the balance the amomC 
of human happiness which his talents, his labonnl 
and his Christian virtues, secured to the bonndlev 
regions of the West, there is neither hero nor legit* 
lator who can dispute his claim to be recorded n 
perhaps the bravest and the best of his race. 

Parties of labourers were, this day, every where 
employed, repairing the banks of the canal, whid 
was expected to open in a few days for -the season* 
Often did I wish that the track-boat had been start- 
ed, for the roads were in many places very hti* 
<< Dreadful roads these," I observed to the coach- 
man, as he steered us, to my admiration, througb 
pools of mud, and along the edge of yawning ditches. 
'^ Yes, sir," says he, " but I don't much mind the 
holes, if I ordy knew how deep they were \ and tmly 
some of them were somewhat difficult to fathom, aa I 
frequently saw our leaders scrambling like cats, out 
of one clay pit, when our wheelers were descending 
to the croup in another. 

As it respects the coach and its contents, that wc 

did get through is certain, though, it may be suppos- 

edf not without some pitcVuivg cltv^ '^qVx<%. The wary 
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frt moliite maimer, in wliich the oottdmum drove, 
ttd the uioommon aetton, strength, and docility of 
As kones, eonld not have been rarpasted. One 
mmfBiCtj g^y, little fellow, not abore 15 handi high, 
kd been ten years on the line, and seemed yet as 
M and lively as a colt. 

As we approached SanAfHiU, formerly Fort Ed- 
wvd, the Gonntry became extremely pretty. We 
hsd a fine wooded range of high gronnd, caUed 
Weilland's Mountain, closing the landscape to the 
ant, and the Hudson on our left, descending a shoot 
of 75 feet at Bakers Falls. There was also a lai^ 
dia, about 900 feet in length, a short way futher 
up. The soil was sometimes da^y sometimes sandy 
nd I observed clay-slate, limestone, and black 
marble, as we drove along. Sandy Hill is a village 
of great beauty, with some excellent new buildings, 
psblic and private, in the course of being erected. 
Tke commanding prospect, and fine air it enjoys, 
■nst recommend it as a residence. 

It was my intention at this place to have left the 
itege, and to have visited Lake George, returning 
hoe next day, in time to catch the coach from Al- 
kny. I found, however, that the summer arrange^ 
meats were not yet made ; that the road was in a 
wy bad state, and the landlord, whose kind and 
iBxions exertions to accommodate me I shall not 
Boon forget, advised me, upon the whole, to relin* 
qaish my plan, and proceed after dinner to White* 
lialL Fortunately, I took his advice, as next mom-' 
iag was bo rainy and hazy, that I would \i«v^ fsc^^^ 
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in my object, and the eoach-honr being later thaa ts* 
day, I must haye had a night-ride from Sandy Hill 
to Whitehall, throngh a road which appeared to ma 
fofficienUy hasardoug even in day-light. 

After an excellent and comfortable dinner, ftf 
which we paid only one-fonrth of a dollar, ciders 
brandy, and Hollands indnded, we resumed onr 
jonmey; onr luggage, in the mean time, haring 
been removed, and stowed in an open waggon, m 
the road from this to Whitehall was not yet in a 
condition to receive the coach. I had fbnnedtby 
this time, a very agreeable acquaintance with Ifr 
S— , a fellow-passenger, bound, as I was mysdC 
for Montreal, and we got seated alongside of eaA 
other in the waggon, with the shagg^y skin of a buf- 
£ftlo for our cushion. 

Immediately after leaving Sandy Hill, a voEieit- 
ble tree was pointed out as the spot where the un- 
fortunate Miss Macrae fell by the rifle of her Inditt 
guide, in a struggle with another party of Indiaai^ 
who wished to obtain the reward of safe conduct 
promised b]^ Captain Jones of Burgoyne's army, t9 
whom she was betrothed. It is a melancholy tab^ 
and, to this day, forms a subject of deep interest h 
this part of the country. 

The soil around Sandy Hill is of a flue granng 
quality, and the land sells from five to eight dollars 
per acre. 

A great portion of last winter was unusually mild 

in this district. A farmer told me, that, upon a eeiv 

tain day of January^ wlien t\x^ ^TidAoa \m\<(s^ A1* 
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bany was ooyered with dedges, he was unable, upon 
the same liyer, to find a passage npon the ice, 50 
miles ftrther to the north. As we advanced, we 
became perfectly satisfied of the expediency of 
^tanging qwc Vehicle. In many phuses it was with 
the greatest efforts that our four horses conld extri- 
sate the waggon. The day was particularly tena- 
aons and heavy, the wheels dogged, and, from time 
to time, our coachmau had to dismount, drag a stake 
from the fence, and dear out the mud, as not a 
^ka could be seen, each wheel being one solid 
mass. It will be readily conjectured that onr pro- 
grass was dow. The road went along the margin 
cf Wood Creek, a rapid and considerable river, 
flowing northward into Lake Champlain. At some 
points it had quite overflowed the road, and we 
floundered into pools and currents. About seven 
we stopped at a tavern, five miles from Whitehall, 
to give the horses water (a refreshment, by the by, 
modi more frequently, though moderately adminis- 
teredf than is usual among our coachmen), where I 
inquired of the landlord how long these five miles 
might require. '^ TTiree hours. Sir," was the reply, 
in which I certainly considered him to be making 
merry with our distress. A tedious plunging drag, 
however, satisfied me that no joke was intended. 
The evening fortunatdy was fine, with dear moon- 
light, and, as every thing has an end, we at last 
found oondves jolting over a little bit oicordwroy 
(s mode of crossing a morass, by laying lound \o^ 
tnmvergely), snd which ushered us, wearied eiio\i^> 

d2 
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into the towB of Whitehall^ and to most comfortable 
qnarten, in Johnston's, at the Phcraix HoteL 

For the last two hours the anrora borealis had 
been flashing in great beaaty, and a rainy morning 
was anticipated by some of the party, as commonly 
following that appearance in the sky. 

Whitehall is a small town at the head or wesi 
end of Lake Champlain. A good deal of business ii 
done here, especially in the lumber-trade, and the 
Northern Canal, connecting Champlain and Albany, 
commences at this point. The scenery around ii 
highly romantic, varied with the winding of the lake, 
with precipitous hills and forest scenery on orerjr 
side. It reminded me strongly of our own Loeh 
Katerine, though, it must be admitted, upon a mors 
extensive scale. 

When I came down, next morning, I fouad a 
party in the bar-room, just arrived, after a aig^ 
journey through the road we had travelled. Iliey 
had escaped without any accident; but consideiid 
themselves providentially preserved from having 
been turned over into the river. 

Whitehall is said to su£Fer from the exhalationt ft 
some marshy shallow portions of the lake below the 
town. One old gentleman, who had been of the 
night-party, called for a glass of brandy and water, 
into which he shook a little white powder from a 
phial, remarking, at the same time, ** I always tsks 
a little quinine when I chance to stop at WhitehalL" 
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CHAPTER V. 

Like Champlaiii — Embark in a Steamer for Canada — Ticon- 
dezogap— Plattsburgh — St John^s— Waggon-travcUing to La 
Prairie — ^Execrable State of the Koads-JSteam-boat from La 
Pnirie to Montreal. 

Tbob moming, as had been predicted, was rainy ; 
h dearedy however, after breakfast, and broke np to 
a fine day about twelve, when the steam-boat arriv* 
ed from St John's. 

At one o'clock we were informed the boat was 
ready, having replenished her deck with billets, and 
her larder with good things ; and having settled a 
vary moderate bill, amounting only to a dollar for 
two ample meals, and a comfortable bed-room to 
sadi of the party, we got on board of the Franklin, 
a beautiful and oommodions vessel, commanded by 
Ouptain Sherman, who seemed anxious to do all in 
Us power to make us comfortable. The fiu'e to St 
John's in Canada, a distance of 150 miles, is five 
Mlwm, or fiSs. 6d., besides meals, which are very 
moderate. 

I was agreeably surprised with the scenery, hav- 
mg been told that Lake Champlain had nothing to 
boast of in that respect. We had a s\ieee%%VsTv ^ 
wooded biU$, bold promontories, fine f«ni\*> ^Vk^* 
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resque coUiges, log-hntt, &c. and, the aftternoon 
being delightfdl, I had the greatest pl^More in per- 
ambulating the deck. An opportonity was, as nsnaU 
afforded of forming acquaintances, and obtaining 
much local information from fellow-passengers, by 
which I did not fail to profit. One gentleman, who 
at parting gave me his card, and a most urgent 
invitation to visit him, was particularly well-informed 
and communicative ; he proved to be priest of the 
parish of Chambly, in Lower Canada, and I re- 
gretted very much that it was not in my power to 
avail myself of his politeness. Another passenger, 
an American, who left us at Ticonderoga, pressed 
me to accept a letter of introduction to a brother it 
Philadelphia, where he would promise me, he saidi 
any attention in his power. 

I mention these matters, because I met with miny 
instances of similar kindness, and felt, that, where 
strangers had been less fortunate, the fault mnit 
have too frequently lain with themselves. 

We passed a range of well cultivated rerdaat 
farms, on the western bank, in Putnam Townships 
New York, called the Scots Settlement, containingi 
I was told, about 1000 inhabitants, and pursnuf 
dairy husbandry to good purpose. Soon afterwardi 
we approached the ruined fortress of TiconderogSy 
finely placed upon a beautiful peninsula, with Monnt 
Defiance, 800 feet high, looking down upon it. 

From the summit of this mountain, in 1777, sil 

iinJooked-for salutation of artillery at sunrise, upon 

the 4th of July, that day «iTic^ ^q iaxcvQ^iA m^^ 
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Bals of America, compelled Greneral St Gair to aban* 

<Ioii the forty hitherto regarded as sufficiently strong 

to check the £fritish under Burgoyne, bnt now to- 

teDy ontenable, from the successful attempt to 

kistle with cannon the summit of Mount Defiance. 

We observed a good many trading schooners, and 

• feny at this place across the lake. An extremely 

pictoresque church formed a fine object in the land- 

tt^e, and the two lofty mountains, bearing the 

Barnes of Defiance and Independence, are features 

ilike conspicuous and striking. Lake Greorge unites 

it> pellucid water with the more turbid waters of 

Champlain, near Ticonderoga, and the gorge of the 

aipontains from which it issues, gives an assurance 

of scenery well deserving a visit. Eissex, which we 

{Missed this evening, is a town prettily situate, and 

apparently in a thriving condition. 

Upon Wednesday morning, the 20th of April, af- 
ter a most comfortable night, I came early on deck, 
nifficiently so, indeed, to witness a beautiful sunrise. 
The lake was perfectly still, and every tree was re- 
flected, as on burnished copper ; for it assumed that 
hue. We had stopped for a short time during the 
i^gfat at Burlington, a considerable town in Ver- 
mont. This State is famous for rearing live-stock, 
and a large proportion of the horses required in 
New York is drawn from hence. It bears a very 
suitable appellation, as we had been all the evening 
admiring the verdant and loflty range of mountains 
which occupy the greatest portion of its surface. I 
sbooid mention, too, that we passed i\i^ iftxX ^ 



Boiooe'« Point, built by the Amerii^tw to oomfiMiid 
ihm nftrigiuioii of the Uke, and which formed a por« 
tion of the dinfMited territorial line, nltimately enb* 
mitted t<» the deciniim «if the Kin^ trft Holland* The 
final award of hi« Majenty formed at thi» time arerjr 
common subject of di«)nite* It wan a matter which 
afforded ample room for diffcuiHiion ; and the only 
Moand inferenceii which I felt mynelf warranted to 
draw, amonnted to a whrewd f»u»pici<m that Janaikm 
had employed rather more active or able wnrreyon 
than thoie who were in the Mcrrice of Hrftain, and 
that the Americann are, in fact, rantly well MatfadMf 
althotfgh they deem it necemiary to grumble ac imMk 
a» we do at the refiilt* After all, perhaps it i§ net 
ea«iy to nay more in farour itf the Royal Arbiter, 
than Uf «tate the fai^t, that he ban faile<l in pleaeinf 
either party. 

Plattffburf^h \n a town of Mome importance, at the 
month of Haranac Hirer* An actifm wan ftmi^ 
here in 1H14, biHh on the lake and im land, in wbidb 
the British were defeated, Hir (leorge Preroft beiii|; 
obliges! Uf retr<;at, and the flotilla being captaffd 
and destroyed by Oommmlore Mac<lonongh« A ini 
farm ttt 2(K) acre«, im the bankii ttf the lake, waa pfii* 
ionteil to him, an a pnblic acknowle<lgment of Ui 
werriceff* 

At /jde au Ntnx we again entered the Britiih Ux* 

ritory, and naw the British flag displayed from the 

walk fyf a y^r^ hinnble fort* An we panted, a emaO 

log CMMW pni off for the letter-bag, one or two oA' 

^/» MnxUftuAj awaiting lU T«iUin\, ifVAi^UMa 
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oently ezprMsire of the emmij which nrast attend ft 
iwdenee upon this low, marshy, and nninteresting 
ilrtioik The Franklin terminated her voyage at 
Ae anaD town of St John's, upon the river SoreL 
h u a place of little importance, except that it is a 
frontier town, with a custom-house and a collector, 
«io is said to have a very snug berth. Some fine 
BKHmtains are in sight, especially one of a conical 
fimn, called Sir John Johnston's, rising abruptly 
from ike plain, and covered with wood to the sum- 
imt A fine bridge of wood, across the Sorel, lead- 
ii^ into Vermont by a public road, is another object 
trarthy of notice. The rapids^ in the river, appear^- 
6d also romantic to a stranger, who had not yet seen 
tke St Lawrence. 

Our first inquiry at the stage-house regarded the 
condition of the road to La Prairie, which was 
ipeedily ascertained to be sad enough. No coach 
could attempt it ; but f^o waggons were appointed 
to convey us and the mail-bags, so soon as the im- 
(KMTtant affair of breakfast was dispatched* In due 
time our equipages appeared, and a gentleman, his 
wife, and little boy, Mr S. and myself, led the way 
in oae machine, when the mail and two or three pas- 
wagers followed dose in the other. The day was 
fine, and our horses all we could desire ; the coach- 
>Den seemed both smart, civU, active fellows : and 
fiuiher, it would not have been easy to muster food 
^or travelling consolation; for, although we con- 
^Ted to splutter off in a kind of hand gallo^^^ we 
W very soon to puU up ; and Mr S. liai^i^ernxk^ Xa 
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ask the distance to Montreal, we received for 
ewer, ** Nine miles by waiery nr, and tke re$i bymidi^ 
— a description which oar woful experience profad 
to be too correct. The fare was one doUar and t 
half, which, in Canada corrency, is 7s. 6d. ; a very 
high charge, in this country, for eighteen miles. 

About a mile below 8t John's, we turned o£F fivtf 
the banks of the Sorel (which, by the way, bears al- 
so the names of Richelieu and St John's), and pio* 
ceeded across a flat and very uninteresting ooiaatrfi 
far La Prairie. 

We were now among the HabUans of Lower Oi* 
nada. The population is almost entirely Frendi: 
a careful, contented race, and who ought to he fi^ 
premely happy, if " ignorance is bliss." The- reli- 
gion is Roman Catholic, and a creditable attentioBii 
paid, at least, to the places of worship, the churcbei 
being both numerous and well built. The farms are 
extremely inconvenient, prc'^nting a narrow front, 
with a depth sometimes two or three miles in extent 
The houses, stock, and system of farming, seem very 
indi£Perent. The swine, in particular, seemed to be 
living examples of every bad point which it was poe- 
sible to bring together. Bees, a symptom of indos- 
trious economy, were abundant, however, upon every 
farm. Occasionally we passed a house, compara- 
tively of a superior description, in front of which a 
long spar, resembling a Maypole, indicated the oeco- 
pier to hold a commission in the militia of the pro- 
vince. The soil is clay, and, in this part of the 
country, not apparently oi \\i« lao^ i«i^<^ ^«im^ 
tion. 
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Lime, I beliere, is almost unknown, in its agricnl* 
tand application. The STStem of cropping punned 
ii sufficiently simple— corn-crop after corn-crop, nn« 
til the land refuses any return, and then abandoning 
it to nature, to recover some portion of fertility, up- 
on vhieh the former may again commence his scourg- 
iii|f rotation. 

We passed a party of road-makers at work, upon 
tlie early part of our stage; they are in goyem- 
■ent-employ, and L. 3000 had been allotted for the 
eighteen miles, a sum which might probably have 
done some g^od upon the ninth part of the way. It 
Bty be in contemplation to proceed with a like sum 
is future years ; but, from what I saw, there is too 
nmcfa reason to fear, that, by such piece-meal work, 
tiie whole money will be lost, so fiEu* as the object 
was to obtain a good road. What is done this year 
will be nearly impassable before a second portion is 
completed, and little or no benefit will accrue, ex- 
cept to the contractor and his men. 

When we had been dragged through some half- 
doien miles of nnid, and matters seemed rather to 
get worse than better, the coachman entrusted with 
the mail proposed to our driver, that they should 
leave the impraved road, and try the old line. To 
this it was objected, that the old line was now closed 
by authority, and that notice had been served upon 
them of its being shut, and that part of it was ac- 
tually an enclosed field. The proposal, however, 
after a little more scrambling, was acceded to. We 
tamed down a sort of by-track, and 1 YisAnqt] ^^^"kv 
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B tpecimen, which, under eridence short of mj own 
•enteiy would have been hard to credit, of what men 
and honefy in this conntry, will get through. A 
rough and swampy rirolet lay between us and tiM 
gate of the field, which had been shut by auAcriig^ 
and where we now saw two stout fellows drawn up, 
armed with large stakes, to prevent onr in gr ess. 
The impediment of the brook detained us not a mo- 
ment ; down wo went, plunging to the axles throogh 
the water, and up the steep and rushy banks to dM 
gate, where we were brought to a parley* Maoy 
high words passed with the farmer, and, as he had 
both law and equity on his side, I was prepared for 
another rough job through the brook, when the 
guardian of the post-bags, in a most resolute tone, 
swore he would take the responsibility of shooting 
any man who stopped the mail, as the other road, 
from late rains, was absolutely impassable ; and, 
suiting his action to his word, began to produce his 
pistol. This formidable hint, to our great amuse- 
ment, took immediate effect; and the gate being 
thrown open, we entered in triumph. Our w agg on 
still kept the van, and, crossing the ploughed fields 
we soon observed a new wattled fence, four feet ia 
height, which explained (as I imagined) the roguish 
permission given to pass forward, and which we had 
attributed to the bloody threats of the coachman* 
Here, however, I again failed in my conjecture. We 
kept at a steady trot, and, as we approached the 
fence, and my curiosity was excited to the highest 
pitch, at a crack of tlie wViip, wa^ ^^ Come^ Harrg^\»|7 
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•ddrMMd to one of the leaden, the honei abiolate- 
ly cleared the fence in true Mditmian styky and we 
■t their tul, w a gg o n and all, pitching like a boat in 
a h eavy lea, and clinging to whatever we could lay 
hold of, to escape rolling over board. It was an ex* 
tmordinary performance, and, although the first act 
threatened something like iragedyj the whole con- 
dnded in the most facetious manner. The coachmen 
were delighted with carrying their point, and the 
praises we lavished upon them and their horses; 
while the fiurmer was brought into perfect good hu» 
moor by some kind words, and a little assistance to 
repair the fence. 

Nothing farther occurred on the remainder of our 
itage^ which, although only eighteen miles, had re- 
quired six long hours to get through. 

When we reached La Prairie, anticipating an 
esiy and speedy conclusion to our travels for the 
day, nothing remaining for us to accomplish, except 
the fMNe mUes by uxUer^ we found our progress ar- 
rested from the non-arrival of the steam-boat, owing 
to a violent gale, which had sprung up, and which 
Sfoally put a veto on our proposal to take a bateau. 
The St Lawrence is here of great width, but the 
Woks are tame and flat. The city of Montreal, 
Wwever, with the fine feature in the landscape, from 
which the island derives its name, both gratified, 
lad, for the present, tantalized us. La Prairie 
Uing a place where no travellers stop, who can get 
across to Montreal, we had little reason to ex\i«ci 
uaoptuoug accoaunodation. The family wex^ \io^- 
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ever, renuurkaUy ciyi], and made na really \ 
oomfortable ; while the bill, which frequently h 
no relation, in tnch caaea, to the quality of the en 
tainment, waa anfficiently moderate* the whole ob 
for Bupper and bed-room only amounting to ha 
crown. 

Next morning I was awakened early by the 1 
ing of cattle under my window. They were fuft 
supply of Montreal, and had come from Vem 
They were in very fair condition, seemingly al 
35 stones Dutch, and were expected to fetch al 
L. 10 or L. 11 each. No duty is exacted i 
them. The breed resembled coarse Teeswater, 
rather longer in the horn. The storm of the pre 
ing evening occasioned a large congregation of 
mers, cattle-dealers, and others, to assemble in 
hostelry of La Prairie. They were at times so 
what noisy, but in no degree inebriated or anno} 
I was informed that a good many farmers f 
England, with considerable capital, had, within t] 
few years, purchased land in this vicinity, but, in 
opinion of my informant, (who, be it noted, howe 
was from be-north the Tweed), had not condu^ 
their matters in the most economical or snccec 
way. We found a crowded deck when we reac 
the steam-boat, a feat which we accomplished al 
a most ricketty wooden wharf, at no small bazar 
a dip in the St Lawrence. We left Prairie at se 
the morning very cold ; and shoals of ice were t 
seen stranded upon the opposite bank. Amoi 
other passengers, we bad t\ie ^t^^ ^To^x^i^tAt 
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Ae line from St John's, which he has numaged for 
Biiy years. I recoimted to him our adventure the 
pnoediDg day, commending the skill of his men, and 
Ae actinty of his horses. No coachmen, he told 
me^ can manage that stage, unless they have '* grown 
^tpom Uf" he had tried them from the best lines 
of road in the States ; but they can't get on between 
ft John's and Prairie, it requiring a rare union of 
caution and courage. His horses cost him from 100 
io Up dollars, or from £20 to £30 each. He en- 
tan them at five years old, and, by gentle treatment, 
they ^Niedily become tractable and handy, ready 
mn, as we had witnessed, ^* to charge an ox-fence " 
vlieii required. 



( « ) 



CHAPTER VL 

Citj of Montreal— Ice in the River St Lawrenc* 
Mr S/fl Notes regarding the Indians of the Vi 
try-^Excursion by Steam to Quebec — Shoi 
the City — Plains of Abraham — Return to M* 

About eight, we reached the wharf oi 
and were landed, with some inconveni 
shoab of ice, fully twelve feet in height 
looks very handsome, as it is approi 
Prairie ; and the glistening tin-roofs of b 
neries, and churches, give it an appearan 
dour, rarely equalled, while the mounta 
woods and rocks, its orchards and vill 
beautiful and romantic back-ground to 
Porters, from the different hotels, are 
waiting, when the steam-boat arrives, 
whom we committed our luggage, and we 
ed to Goodenough*s, a weli-frequentec 
respectable house. 

The arrangements, in our hotel, wer 
same as in New York; a public tabic 
sitting parlours, verandah, &c. The pa 
found were generally mercantile men, mi 
from the States, and many of them fron 
Province. 
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He httineM €t the season was jnst commencing, 
iid TesKls had arriyed at Quebec from Britain, a 
cBtmnstsnoey at so early a date (April 20.), nnpre- 
eedented, in the recollection of the oldest merchants 
ofMontreaL 

The steam-boat to Quebec had started, for the 
fat timev a few days ago, and I had reason to be 
Iknkfid that I had not been forward in time for 
tht trip. The river was still full of ice, and the 
poor Waierloo getting beset, she stove and sunk. 
Tie situation of the passengers was painful and ha- 
■ndoDi in the extreme. They were all in bed 
vksB the alarm was given, and had to rush up in- 
itiiitly, as the cabin filled in a few minutes. So 
addon was the event, that the engineer could not 
erea stop the engine, and she went down, with it 
going in full force. A passenger told me that when 
he got mi deck, the captain and rest of the party 
had scrambled upon the ice, and the vessel not ap- 
peuing to settle down very rapidly, he ventured 
igaiD below for his portmanteau, which he succeed- 
ed ia securing ; but had scarce set foot upon the ice, 
when she disappeared. They had now a dismal and 
perilous adventure before them, to reach the shore, 
i dreoitouB distance of nearly two miles, by scram- 
UiBg from one floating mass of ice to another, in a 
hitteriy cold night, and with no further clothing than 
^dianced to have on in bed. No lives were 
bit, but considerable property was sacrificed, and 
^ore colds caught by many of the party. 
Montreal is the chief trading port ot t\i« ^t \iK«< 
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rence^aad although veMels hare hitherto been olHigsi 
to dear at Quebec, it is understood that a Custoil^ 
House will, ere long, be granted to the merdiaiti 
of Montreal. No situation, 500 miles from the sNi 
(!an be better adapted for commerce : it must alwajfi 
be the outlet for the largest portion of Upper 
Canada produce, and the most suitable depot ftr 
supplying the varied and increasing wants of tktf 
fine province. 

The streets are sufficiently regular and airy, ai 
many of the public buildings are handsome, partica- 
larly the Court- House and Jail, and the Roman Ci* 
tholic Cathedral, lately erected at an expense ^ 
L. 100,000. The material employed is a fine dark 
grey limestone, susceptible of a good polish, andtli^ 
brilliancy of the tin roofs has long been a charactef 
ristic feature of Montreal. The shops and honses 
are generally provided with iron shutters, as a secn- 
rity, I believe, against fire. It appeared rather ex- 
traordinary that so little had been done in provid: 
ing, accommodation for the vessels. I fonndy 
however, that this was in course of being supplied, 
and the facilities of the noble river, duly appreciated* 
by providing suitable quays. 

Where I am a stranger, I always make a point of 
visiting the markets. Those of Montreal seem y} be 
well supplied. The beef was capital, veal and pork 
excellent, mutton at this season, scarce and poor. 
The price ran from Sd. to 6d. currency per lb. The 
butchers were remarkably civil ; the firmest and the 
best pork, they told me., w^^ ^^<\ \\i tk^ States, and 
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fiittened principally upon maize. In sanntering 
Ami, J stambled upon a large hall, near the river, 
appropriated to the fi8h*market. The supply seem- 
ed most abundant, consisting chiefly of bass, pike, 
piekerel, eels, &c. : Billingsgate (I may add) seem* 
ed to be here greatly shorn of its rhetorical flowers. 
There is of course, a very mixed population. Na- 
tiTe Canadians in their grey surtouts, Indians wrapt 
up in their blankets^ English, Irisli, and Scotch, are 
aeeo bustling along, with priests, and bands of pretty 
little female choristers, arrayed in whito^ flitting 
from church to convent, and, for the ^rst time since 
I had landed in the New World, not a few beggars 
soliciting alms. The poor are liberally cared for at 
the religious houses, and it was impossible to avoid 
oonnecting this appearance of regular mendicity with 
tbo8e lazy habits which are sure to be engendered 
hf gratuitous supplies. The barracks and military 
parade-ground, seem commodious, but are not conti- 
guous, and the romantic river of St Helen's, opposite 
tke lower end of the town, forms an agreeable sta- 
tion for the artillery department. I experienced 
iniioh kindness and hospitality in Montreal. Mr G., 
unidst all the mercantile hurry of the season, de- 
moted some hours to a very agreeable ride around 
he neighbourhood, mounting me upon one of the 
lost active, pleasant horses I ever rode : He was 
red in Upper Canada, and would have carried 
reive or thirteen stone with any hound. The 
lerchants of Montreal, amidst the frosts of Canada, 
;ill retain a lore for the cbace. A. ^nvaSX ^^v?&. <^H. 

Y.1 
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fox-hounds u kept up by robicription, and sometiit^ir 
affords them excellent sport. A friend of nm 
startled me a little, by stating, that he occasionally 
took the same horse ninety miles to cover, and ate 
a day's hunting brought him home a like distanee. 
" Unless yon hunt by steam,*' I exchiimed» '' it ii 
impossible.*' " Why," says he, '' that's the whok 
secret ; I go with my horse on board the steamer ift 
Quebec, and reach Trois Rivieres in good time to 
breakfast, hunt with my father-in-law, who kesfii 
a pack, and return to Quebec by the aftemoos 
boat.** 

The views from the mountain are extensive- mi 
beautiful, and several pleasant villas adorn its sidei. 
We passed through a large farm, belongring to, and 
occupied by, the priests, who possess a large Beig>- 
nory. The soil seems of good quality, but the agri- 
culture is slovenly. Orchards are every where to 
be seen ; and a country rich and fertile on evsrj 
hand. The population of Montreal and the suburbi) 
exceeds, it is believed, 20,000 souls. I dined witk 
Mr 6. after our ride, with a very pleasant party rf 
mercantile gentlemen. Our Ministers, I found, wets 
in no great favour, from the recent attempt to alt^ 
the timber-duties, although, from the best authority 
I could meet with, I must infer that the timber 
trade is not a prosperous one. The statements made 
in Parliament regarding the amount of capital 
vested in that branch, were sufficiently absurd ; yet 
there can be no doubt that it is very considerable, 
and that any abrupt alteratvoii to \)^ ^o\\a^^ by a 
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stagnatioii in the export of timber, would create the 
most serions distress both to the merchants and co- 
lonists. Much was said of the rapid adrances which 
the Upper Proyince is making, and of the rising Ta- 
loe of property there. I was told of a case which 
oociirred about thirty years ago, where a lieutenant 
in the army, being L. 50 in arrear to a Montreal 
Bttchant, insisted, along with his promissory note, 
OB handing over a lot of land assigned to him some- 
where in the then Western Wilderness, a security 
^ich the poor merchant regarded as much upon a 
par with the subaltern's note, who was just about to 
bare Canada with his regiment. The allotment 
oonsisted of 1250 acres, upon the Lake Ontario, of 
irhieh seven hundred were sold last jmir for Seven 
hundred pounds^ and five hundred and ffiy acres of 
the best quality reserved. Such are the changes 
▼lich time effects, without the aid of any other 
agent, and such cases, I was assured, are by no 
means rare. 

It having been ascertained that the river was now 
tolerably clear of ice, the steam-boat was fixed to 
start for Quebec upon the 2dd of April. I was here to 
part with Mr S., the American gentleman with whom 
I had travelled from the banks of the Hudson, and 
I did so with sincere reluctance. His mild and 
amiable nuinners, with the rich store of information 
he possessed, regarding the Western Country, had 
been a source of daily enjoyment and information to 
me, and I felt strongly the regret^ to which travel- 
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lers miut so often submit, of shaking a friendly 
hand with little prospect of ever meeting agrin. 

Mr S. is one of the two resident agents for tht 
great fnr company at Michillimackinac, and bid 
spent most part of last winter in Washington, whera 
he had been no idle observer of public affairs. Be 
seems of opinion, that too many lawyers hare got 
into Congress, and that ranch yaloable public timeift 
consnraed in making speeches, oftener perhaps in- 
tended to gratify their constituents, than to serve 
the public interest. Mr S. considers General Jack- 
son likely to be re-elected, but that a law will sooi 
follow, to incapacitate the same individual from twice 
filling the President's chair, while it will probaUy 
extend the period of holding office, from ^^Mir to at 
or seven years, which last wonld seem to be founded 
on sound policy, as no man can carry into effect a 
political system in the present short period offi^ 
years. 

Mr S. has necessarily enjoyed many opportunitiei 
of studying the Indian character, and many of his 
anecdotes were extremely interesting. They are, 
upon the whole, a harmless race, unless when roused 
by passion or by ardent spirits, and they display 
noble instances of bravery and self-denial. It is 
easy to secure their confidence and friendship, and 
settlers seldom suffer from them any annoyance. 
There is an unhappy rivalry between the States and 
Great Britain to secure their friendship, and certain 
tribes are now looked upon as attached to each na* 
tion. A large distributioii oi ^t^^i^^TiX.^ ^xltlxvij^^ XsJks 
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^1 plaee. tliose of the States consist principally of pro^- 
visions and absolute necessaries, while Britain gives 
^i guns, powder, flint, knives, &c., articles which, al- 
^' thoogph not of equal benefit, are greatly more prized, 
*' as they can readily be bartered to the traders for 
- vhisky and rum. Most amusing scenes of cunning 
> and deception take place on these occasions, the In- 
dian allies of the two nations mancenvring with 
infinite ackroitness, to participate in the bounty of 
each. 

Hr< S. gave me am account of an interesting canoe- 
voyage through the Indian country by Fox River, 
from Michigan to St Louis on the Mississippi, a dis- 
tance of about 1000 miles : it occupied him about 
twenty days, and during that period he saw much of 
the Indians. One chief, who visited his tent in hopes 
of obtaining salt and whisky, displayed infinite ad- 
dress in his endeavours to ascertain whether Mr S. 
l>elonged to the States: or ito Canada, that he might 
square his demeanour accordingly. The scenery was 
frequently magnificent; and game of all kinds, bear, 
de«<, geese, ducks, &c., was in profuse abundance ; 
tlie birds were actually so fat with feeding upon the 
^d rice, it being then the month of September, when 
It becomes ripe, that they frequently burst on falling 
^ tbe surface. 

Tbe rapidity with which the great rivers are de- 
^<^ed, produces a change of climate approaching 
^ enchantment. A gentleman, who had been frozen 
^P in the western country when engaged in the fur 
^e, weary ofin&ctiou, caused his canoe to \i^ «xjX 
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out of the ice, and getting into the Miaiiirippiy witth 
eight da^ from leaving hit winter qnarterty wai poll- 
ing ripe oherrief. 

I left Montreal upon Saturday morning, the SSd 
of April, in the steam-boat John Molaon, named ft 
ter its respectable owner, who was himself on bosri 
The ice upon the quay had been converted into nn4 
and I was thankful to embrace the vociferous oAr 
of a habitan to convey me in his little cart to the 
vessel, a distance of about a dozen yards, ihroii|^ 
which I must otherwise have waded knee-deep. Wa 
left Montreal at nine ; the day was fine for the sss- 
son, and the voyage proceeded profperoualy sal 
agreeably. The scenery of the river is, upon the 
whole, rather tame, and, except in some places, too 
expanded to be picturesque, until we approach Qse- 
bee, where the boldness of the banks counteracts in 
the landscape the e£Pect of the width of the river* 
Neat churches and neat spires are frequent on boA 
banks. Sorel is the first stopping-place, about fortf 
five miles below Montreal. The river Sorel or 
Richelieu here falls into the St Lavrrence. TWe 
is a small town, fort, and government house, but no- 
thing worthy of particular remark. Our cabin ps^ 
ty was a very pleasant one, and, as we discovered 
most opportunely after dinner, that it was St 
George's day, we behoved to evince our loyalty by 
some extra drafts upon the steward. In the even- 
ing we stopped to take in wood at Trois Rivieres, a 
^mail town, about half-way, being ninety-six miles 
from Montreal and eigjVil^^ovi ixom C^\m^i«i&« ^\7oa 
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Ja]m;Mal6on was a delightfiol boat, almost entirely 
ine from that noise and tremour which are so com- 
monly felt on board of steamers* The motion might 
in Cut be compared to that of the Manchester rail- 
wij. Onr rate was twelve miles an hour, with two 
kiges in tow, haying 13,000 bushels of wheat as 
tlieir cargo. I was much pleased upon all occasions 
with the r^fuhu* and expeditious manner in which 
the necessary supplies of wood were conveyed on 
board and piled in the places allotted to them. The 
<ioiunmiption is of course considerable, and in some 
places the artide has already become eon^Dorativefy 
leirce. The pine is used between Montreal and 
Qnebec, and an ordinary steam-boat consumes fifty 
or sixty cords, or about 7000 cubic feet each trip. 
Wood is furnished upon the St Lawrence for one 
dollar, or five shillings per cord, which is about one 
lialQ»enny per foot, while upon the Hudson it now 
eosts three times as much. Upon the lakes where 
hickory, beech, maple, and other hard woods are in 
sie, one cord is found to equal three of the pine. 

Hie evening was delightful, and the moon rose in 
great beauty, shedding a soft and silvery light upon 
the river, and, as we had some very tolerable musi- 
cians on board, the time passed swiftly, and it was 
hte before I prevailed upon myself to turn into my 
berth. The sleeping accommodations were well ar- 
ranged in the main cabin ; they were clean and com- 
fortable, and a curtain with a sliding-rod, very in- 
geniously contrived, formed a snug little apartment 
for each two beds. On the foUowing motii\\v^<)^V^'*Q^ 
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I began to look out, the scene in the cabin Was rat^ 
amusing. Americans and Canadians are early ris^ 
and by seven o'clock a general shaving and shif^ 
was going forward in g^eat force. By-and-by» 
were promenading on deck, and the cabin window 
being thrown open, matters were speedily set t 
rights, and the stewards busily engaged in rery pn 
mising preparations for breakfast. We had by ifci 
time approached the Rapids of Richelieu, which ai 
redkoned a somewhat dangerous part of the rive 
and a thick fog coming on, we dropped anchor. I 
the day advanced the sun broke forth, and we r 
sumed our progress, which, in a few hours, brouf^ 
us in view of the bold promontory, upon which 
placed the Gibraltar of the North. 

Quebec is certainly a very striking object. " Qu 
beCf* exclaimed the French mariner, on first hehoin 
ing it, and hence, with a little corruption, we derii 
its modem name. The scenery down the river, tl 
eye resting upon the Isle of Orleans, and the laiK 
scape enlivened as we now beheld it, with numer<M 
large vessels under crowded canvass, formed alt( 
gether a splendid picture. Shall I confess that : 
passing ^* Wolfe's Cove," the achievement of our hei 
lost somewhat of the romantic hue with which ear! 
fancy had been wont to paint it ? The ascent d 
not exactly appear so formidable as I had expecte 
AYhen I visited the spot, however, and examined 
more closely, I was better enabled to appreciate tl 
difficulties to be surmounted in mastering such 
ravine with troops and caimoTi ^uxvck^ \\i<^ TL\^hL 
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feel penaaded that my first impression and slight 
diuppointment may be traced to the wide expanse 
of the rirer^ and the magnificent scale of the scenery 
around. 

Upon reacliing the quay we found still many for* 
midable relics of winter. The ice upon which we 
stepped ashore was fully ten feet thick, and huge 
: manes of it lay scattered along the beach. What- 
erer inducements Quebec may hold out to the stran- 
ger, comfortable hotels are assuredly not of the num- 
bw. ^Ir J., of the house of Gates and Company at 
; Montreal, upon whom I had a credit, was a fellow- 
\ panengrer, as also Mr H. of the Upper Province, 
! vith both of whom having formed an intimacy, I 
MKompanied them to a boarding-house in the upper 
town. Our accommodations fell considerably short 
i of what might have been reasonably expected, but 
oar host and his lady were civil and attentive. The 
hotels of Montreal greatly surpass in comfort those 
of Quebec, froni the very sufficient reason of having 
a great deal more to do. The large annual assem- 
Uage of company at Saratago and Balston Springs, 
near Albany, has established a sort of fashionable 
toor by Lake Champlain to Montreal, and thence to 
Niagara, returning to Albany by the grand Erie 
canaL Along the whole of this route every exertion 
has been made for the accommodation of the public, 
and many of the hotels are extensive and particularly 
well kept. 

Quebec ia divided into two towns, called, from t«- 
biire position, the Upper and Lower. TVi^ \BAX«t 
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iMneuylim % fury limiUfd »tri|Mf nlofti^ tiwf rirfff^ «t tkt 

fiioi of iliM li^Tijr liifM4«loii45 tf;lilf, im irbkh to pkkMl 

cIm uyimr UpwUf cruwnad hy Fori Uiumimdf uo nwmi 

trmu nryuUh inUtnimrmA in tlm nN;k^ mid riifflf 

iiboiii l$/M> fiMft iiiwv« iha litv«fl tf»f Uiit rivtffr^ Thi 

|io|mljiiiMfj fi« iilii/iii Uil^HK In tb« loir«r toim ift 

iiw tsimUmi^tmmf nutiMrtpuu Ihi^a »U#riw^ Ar^, wM 

nil tbif fillb unti t!ipntu^\4$h at « mm^\mfi UpwUf mi^ 

ftnMl to n nurroir »|Hii$«f, 11i<« MM'.itni ti# ikm upp u r 

|MMti«#n i« unis^/nimonly «t4f«f|»f und it i« iit <m»#m •fiifil' 

liir fuiil aMwi45irljfii «Uirtlin|^, in ^!^ Sm%y \umf% U 

«t9MsiHint#r M hiilMan witli iii« ArwuAf r//i^i« «rfM4 in Ui 

mri^ und rattling hi« littl« y^urm %% n full trot dami 

tkiN rupiil tfl«$tMi«fnt^ witliiHit n tlion^ht of luiMnl ti 

liimtMflf or ti# thu %%%\w%fy \mMmi%^i^f» Mniijr « pwf 

vfOf^ UHPf ttuiy ihi UMtn Unlmp^ in UnrnmHf mid dni|(]gfllg 

M rifiiii^iH liAiiviljr <fnou(fk IfuJitn u\p tliiK ir«f«ify Ul 

AfUff (MMHiin^ a fortili<vl ffulif, Ktr^f^H* divifrgti k 

vnrioiiif dir<44;tionK^ l;)r oni^ i$f wUlttU wn tmUtnd i 

lurgo Mfi'l K|Mii'Jou» ak|Miir4f, of whi<;h on«4 «i'lo t« dbMlf 

o«s«upi4f4l b3r tli4$ <;biit«iiM in wMah tlio iJ^tpYtfrnor li* 

iMmi« 1'iio tftriMfUf in tliiit part of tlj49 (i>wn iir« mM' 

titmiiy wlAiif find tli« luhnutn lurp^tf und rMffUMAiiMli 

iftill tli« uinutp^*tr iu Uttitn^nmui with « uitnttrtw tmliliffi 

Init v<fry fmrtinlly rdi^fvifil l/3r tli«f militiuy «OilMP 

flMid tli44 imi^min^ nir ttf a ^nrriiM/n* ^I1i«» «oei«t]r« 

i^tutlnui in Utfijtily rauim^UkMn t wtiMn Hm drd^ 1 

found tin old iind vului^l frii^nd, wUtmti family Mii 

itty ulupri uiny in all ritu\pM'lu iflfMUHttU 

Tkn ttUUt iff tiM r<Nul« Mitid U'm u\Hm iim rf r4r I 
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Montmorenciy more ample leisure wai a£Forded for 
<wffniTiing Fort Diamond, and sauntering over the 
PUint of Abraham. Gk>Yemment has expended large 
nans upon the fortifications of Quebec, and which, 
ponessed as they are of the combined ad^untages of 
Ditore and art, must set at defiance, I should think, 
tk utmost e£Fort8 of bravery or skill. Among many 
fiiToorable circumstances, a copious supply of water 
withm the fort is certainly not the least important. 
Hie casemates, or large bomb-proof chambers, along 
the ramparts, are of such dimensions as to permit the 
whole garrison (4000 pr 5000) to parade within 
them, these halls of destruction communicating by 
luiljfe folding-doors like drawing-rooms en suite. The 
walls are forty feet high, and the ditch about fifty 
foet wide, cut out of the solid rock. The barracks, 
magazines, storehouses, &c are extensive and com- 
modious, and the whole arrangements admirably 
adapted for defence and mutual support. 

Nothing can be more magnificent than the coup 
iml from the old Cavalier's Battery upon the sum- 
mit Far to the right and lefb stretches the noble 
St Lawrence ; dose underneath is the city, with the 
wharfii and shipping ; and on the opposite or southern 
Amre rises Point Levi, enlivened by many a gay 
white building, farms, &c. Ranging to the east, the 
eye at once rests on the Isle of Orleans, dividing the 
rifer into two nearly equal branches; and to the 
north-east is the bold ravine, from whence rushes the 
Montmorenci, precipitating its waters over a fall 
240 feet in beigbu The river 8t C1iaT\e% AqowxA* 
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Quebec, upon the nortli, and from its luuikt a rk 
and cultivated country extends back for aereral mihi 
to the Indian village of Loretto, beyond which the 
landscape is closed by finely wooded hills as far m 
tlio eye c^n reach. The Plains of Abraham eztcMi 
to the westward of the city, upon the table-land 
above the river. The high road to Montreal neadj 
intersects them ; and on the left, as you leave town, 
is the race course. Some attention has been paid 
to this amusement in Canada, and I saw two steedi 
in training, not, however, upon the verdant turf, but 
trashing round and round the great square, upon 
pavement and roads by no means smooth. One was 
a powerful bay-horse, got by Filho da Puta, and had 
cost 400 guineas ; the other was a favourite mouse- 
coloured mare (Clara Fisher), bred in Virginia, and 
of great symmetry and beauty. 

The Plains of Abraham, however, have witnessed 
more glorious and heart-stirring contests than those 
of the race-course ; and the memory of Wolfe, fall- 
ing as he did in the very arms of victory, must be 
ever cherished and revered. The inhabitants of 
Quebec are of a somewhat motley description. As 
you pass along it4S streets, the lively chatter of the 
native French, the animated brogue of the Emerald 
Isle, EiUglish, Scotch, and even the dialect of the 
Gael, assail your ear at every turn. Law proceed- 
ings are conducted in English and French ; and in a 
short trial at which I was present, the jury was 
rhar^ed by judge and barristers, in both tongues. 
/ left Quebec, late at i\\gVt, vi^ow xci^ t^Vol^v to 
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Montreal, the departure of the steam-boat being de- 
pendent upon the tide. 

The inflax of emigrants at Quebec is very great, 
and a large proportion landing in a state of destitu- 
tion, the inhabitants are subjected to a most vexa- 
tions burden in providing some temporary supplies. 
Fifty thousand have been landed at Quebec this 
season (1831), and probably ten thousand more have 
passed on to Montreal, without being regularly re- 
ported. App. No. 3 and 4. 

The weather was fine, and I was again fortunate 
in a pleasant party. Mr Molson returned with us, 
having abandoned all thoughts at present of attempt- 
ing to raise the unfortunate Waterloo. Another 
splendid steamer, I believe of 260 horse-power, also 
his property, was to be launched this day at IVfontreal, 
to be named the " John Bull ;" and his Canada friends, 
who seem, by-the-by, ever ready to answer, and slow 
to baulk, a convivial call, considered it quite inde- 
corous to pass over such an event without o£Fering 
an oblation to John's success. We stopped as before 
at Trois Rivieres ; and while the wood store was re- 
plenishing, some of the party had a short ramble 
through the village. It was a delightful evening, 
and we heard with some regret the bell which sum- 
moned us on board. One unlucky wight, who had 
been at first rather tardy in his motions, was com- 
pelled by a second peal so to accelerate his steps, 
that, in passing along the plank, whether from inad- 
vertence or the fumes of our libation to John Bull, 
he missed his footing, and soused o\ex \\^^^ \wXrv 
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the rirer. There was fbrtnnately awiftiaoe at 1m 
and he speedily appeared in dripping- garmenti ^ 
deck, whence he was qnicldy removed to his InSrt 
The sun set this evening with nncommon splendoi 
In the course of the night we reached MontreAl, n 
at an early hour I got ashore, and resumed my ^ 
ters in Croodenough's hotel. 



( 81 ) 



CHAPTER VI I. 

Vkit to the Upper Provinces—Coach Journey to La Chine-^ 
Steam^Boat Travelling on the St Lawrence — Land Travel- 
ling in a non-descript Vehicle — Canadian Roads— Town of 
Prescot. 

Time being precious, and the communication with 
the Upper Provinces being now open, I prepared to 
ieave Montreal, upon Thursday, April 8 *. 

Coach hours are early in the States and in Canada. 
We started before 5 a. m., along a very tolerable 
road, for La Chine, distant nine miles. A canal, of 
considerable importance to commerce, by avoiding 
some troublesome rapids, has been formed for the 
like distance. The surface of the country is flat ; 
the soil, though light, is apparently fertile ; and the 
husbandry superior to what usually presents itself 

• However crude the travelling accommodations may yet be 
in Canada or the States, it is certain that matters arc mending. 
In 1796, Weld could only find two vehicles in Albany, which 
were in use to be hired to travellers, and these only to be had 
at a most extravagant rate ; while, in order to reach the Upper 
Province, he Says, " On arriving here (Montreal) our first con- 
cern was to provide a large travelling tent-camp-equipage, buf- 
falo skins, dried provisions, &c. and, in short, to make every 
vsual and necessary preparation for ascending the St Lawrence 
by a batteau to Kingston/' At present^ I had only to &tei^ 
intothe Btage-ofSce and pay for my place. 
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in this part of the world ; a circumstaiiGe which the 
vicinity of Montreal may in some measure explain. 
Onr coach party proved a pleasant one* We had 
with us a sort of pubUa character, in a jonmaliit of 
the Upper Province, noted for principles, by some 
called liberal, and by others denounced as breathing 

sedition itself. Mr M was now on hit va- 

tnrn from Quebec, where he had been catering ftr 
the columns of *^ The Colonial Advocate^' and^ among 
other items, bad received the parliamentary papen 
upon the Rideau Canal, a precious morceau for orip 
tique and exposition. 

At La Chine we embarked in a steam-boat npon 
an expansion of the St Lawrence, called Lake 8t 
Louis. A capital breakfast was waiting us on board, 
and wo hod a very pleasant run of twenty-three miles 
to the Cascades, where (on account of rapids in the 
river) we resumed our land travelling. From the 
bad state of the road we wore obliged to use wag- 
gons, and had a somewhat rough ride of sixteen 
miles to Coteau do Lac. The country was settled, 
and well cultivated. The houses, bams, &c. were 
commodious ; and we passed several handsoine 
churches. The population I understood to be chiefly 
Roman Catholic. At Coteau we again took possei- 
sion of a steamer, and started for Cornwall, distant 
thirty-six miles. The road during our last stage 
was for the most part along the river side, and tke 
noble stream, clear as crystal, with foaming rapidff 
and romantic islands, clotlied in dark pines sad 
other varieties of wood, foruxed «^ oovk^XAxiX. «o<aMb^ 



BIVSB 8T LAWBSNCB. 83 

delight, not fbigetting the brilliant plumage of the 
crested kingfisher, every where abundant on its 
banks. We were now upon Lake St Francis, ano- 
ther wide expanse of the St Lawrence. It seems 
to me that there is a pleasant variety in this amphi- 
Uons mode of travelling, and it is so arranged, by 
suiting our meals to the time spent npon the water, 
that the utmost comfort and leisure is secured t-o the 
traveller. The plan for to-day was to dine on board, 
and reach Cornwall in the evening, there to remain 
sU night. An old adage has pronounced, however, 
that there is much between the cup and the lip. We 
left Coteau with every prospect of a favourable voy- 
age, but ere we. had proceeded many miles we were 
caught by one of those squalls, which occasionally 
arise in a moment, upon the lakes. Preparations 
were making in the cabin for dinner, and I was en- 
gag^ in writing, when my attention was drawn to 
a oonfnsed noise npon deck, while, at the same mo- 
menty the vessel gave a heavy lurch, with the sensa- 
tion of a sudden stop. I was immediately called up 
by a fellow passenger, and, as I ascended, the engineer 
rushed past me, pale as death, exclaiming, '< We are 
htt r I did not at the moment comprehend the full 
extent of our danger, as the alarm arose, not from 
the squall alone, but firom the machinery having be- 
ccune disordered, the pumps choked, and an explo- 
sion immediately expected. All was in confusion 
upon deck, the captain and mate alone seeming to 
retain self-possession. A poor Canadian voyageur, 
who had cbm^e of the helm, fled from \i\^ igo^X.^ ^"d^- 
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ing^ in deipair upon Samte Marie for aid. Fortim 
ly, a steady fellow» with better nerrei and less fiut 
saints, had been placed beside hiniy and succeede 
keeping the vessel's head to the wind. At one he 
roll, a general movement took place in the stewa 
pantry, and nearly a score of bottles, Made 
brandy, &c with lots of crockery and crystal, ¥ 
demolished, with an astounding crash. Bad as 
was, too, it was by no means all, for one of those 
tensive rafts, consUncted in winter and moved d 
in spring to Montreal or Quebec, had gone to pi 
just a-head# The logs, now cast loose, were rusl 
past us in numbers on each side, with a vioh 
which must have inevitably staved the vessel if 
had been struck. Neither could we contemp 
without dismay eleven poor fellows cast away by 
raft. Two or three of them, distinctly observe 
a very short distance, seemed to be in the last sti 
gle; and g^eat was our relief by learning (the 
not until some day's afterwards, at Kingston) 
they had all, in a most providential manner, by cl: 
ing to spars, been carried for several miles, in sa 
to the American side. For ourselves, by some 1 
py change below, the pumps suddenly cleared, st 
resumed its office, and, ere we had time to poi 
much upon the matter, we were scudding back 
Coteau before the gale, which continued to blon 
several hours, with unabated violence. 

On the following morning, when I came u 

deck, I found that we had taken our second dep 

ure frioa Coteau about S o'cWV k.-w.. TW %^ 
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ymM past, the lake tranqnil, and the moming beauti- 
foL St Francis had now b^on to contract, and the 
8t Lawrence to resume its form. We passed many 
romantic islands of varioas extent, some entirely co- 
fored with wood, others partially cleared. On onr 
right, and dose along the water edge, lay the Glen- 
garry settlement A mansion-house, bearing the 
Hune name, is finely placed upon a commanding 
pmnt, bnt at present is in ruin, from the effects of 
fire. The settlement is extensive, and the local ad- 
fantages are such, that, with ordinary attention and 
mdostry, the colonists must prosper. The wheat 
had a most luxuriant appearance, but the general as- 
pect of the farms betokened rather indifferent ma- 
nagement. It may be very fairly objected, that an 
agricultural survey from the deck of a steam-boat is 
little worthy of .regard, though a stronger bias cer- 
tainly prevails with our gallant celts, for the toils of 
the forest and the chase, than for steady labour at 
the mattock or the plough. Several of the farms 
wear a ^Ufierent aspect, and bring their careless neigh- 
boun into more striking contrast We breakfasted, 
as usuidf on board, and soon after reached Cornwall, 
where we were destined to pursue our course by 
land, for Pirescot, a distance of fifty miles, and which 
it was intended we should accomplish before night. 
I had travelled in coaches and in waggons, but here 
a vehicle was in waiting which might be termed a 
crosi'-breed. It partook both of the waggon and the 
coach, and was most incommodiously distingaUhed 
hf the abBfiiwe of a door^ the window ioTmvftJft VJaa 
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only mode of effecting onr ** exits and oar entnnoei-*^ 
A short distance from Cornwall we were brought qs 
in some very heavy road, by the splinter bar giviag 
way ; an accident which, considering that we had to 
send back to the town for aid, was repaired with mar* 
velloas celerity. It soon became evident^ liowefW» 
from this delay, and the general aspect of the roi4 
(a heavy clay floated by rain) that we aboidd ast 
sleep at Prescot ; and it was some consdhtiim ti 
learn that one of the best kept taverns in CanadiN 
awaited us about midway. The part of the comitrj 
in which we now were, appears to be a goodagrioal- 
tnral district. The soil varies from a heavy day to 
a lighter description, in some places inclining to saat 
and would seem to be exceedingly well adapted ftt 
a sheep stock. In the States of New York, and in 
Canada, a fine stool of white clover is ever ready to 
start up when the land is tolerably clean, and left to 
rest. 

Our route for the most part lay near the river, 
and the beautiful scenery (rapids and romantic islandi 
in succession) continued to claim our notice and ro* 
gard. Farms, pretty well cultivated, enclosed bj 
<< toorm* fences of split rails, comfortable houses, and 
fine orchards, were every where frequent, and fimqr 
could revel on many a spot where the eye of taste 
would find little difficulty in laying out a noble do- 
main. Our road was now every mile getting worse, 
and the wooden bridges across brooks and ravines 
appeared to my unpractised eye to be almost impa»- 
sable* My fellow-travellers, \icww«t^ i^ ^KssianiQ&fti 
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j; lady included) testified neither surprise nor 
ly and, oi course, it did not become me to com« 
The planks of the bridges were frequently so 
I so rotten, and so crazy, that I am yet at a loss 
ijecture how our bulky machine and the four 
mettled steeds escaped without fidling through, 
ficient supply of stone for repairs lay along the 
side, generally too in heaps, as gathered from 
kud, while timber for the bridges was certainly 
or to seek. The period of annual repair had 
lowever, yet come round, and even then no me- 
9uld be applied, the road would merely receive 
; of levelling, often, as. I was assured, wiA Ab 
hy and the mud holes be in some temporary way 
up. 

great deal might be said upon Canadian roads, 
: is a subject of regret that, from several causes, 
is but little prospect of any immediate im- 
;ment. Road-making can only be substantially 
atisfEU3torily executed, by men who have made 
profession. Canada is yet too poor and too 
f settled to afford fiinds by assessment or by 
»ike, and the roads are, for the most part, con- 
d to the services of the farmers themselves, 
turn out with their waggons and teams for a 
in number of days in each year. The interest 
ch individual is thus palpably to consult his own 
and the road is repaired to very little purpose. 
Lot it is done with considerable reluctance, be- 
) the farmer feels that he is labouring more for 
ivhlh tbm iSoF himself » Qis ft\ei^\i m^VsXKt^ 
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widi die adyantages of water-carriage in almost ever} 
part of die province, render the good or bad condi- 
tion of the highways to him a matter of comparalm 
indifference. And thus it seems likely enough to 
continue until die country fills up, and more general 
intercourse shall be established. It may be asked, 
why does not the Legislature interfere and complete 
a g^ood ready the first of all improvements ? In re- 
ply, I can only hazard a conjecture, that, in the event 
of a rupture with our neighbours, a good road along 
the frontier might be convertible into a serious annoy- 
ance, and diat for military purposes the Ridean 
Canal is expected to form a communication between 
the Upper and Lower Province. Whether it will 
realize sach hopes, or how we are to protect the 
locks at Kingston and other points of the line from 
any serious attempt by the Americans to occupy er 
destroy them, must be setded by those who are 
more deeply versed in such matters than I am : bot 
bad as our road may be, I am wandering rather too 
far from it. 

I have mentioned the awkward provision made in 
our vehicle for ing^ress and egress, a provision by the 
way, devised for the purpose of excluding water in 
passing through rivers and brooks. Frequent were 
the requests of our coachmen, '< Jtist to get out a hitt" 
calls which, however prudent and reasonable in 
themselves, were attended with no slight inconveni- 
ence to me, as it proved no joke for a man of my 
caliber to be bolting out and scrambling in at tlie 
window every few miles. Beiai^^ x!b\%\aA<^K\QK(»ibi^ 
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oar ean were oecasionally sainted in more critical 
drenmstaiices, with a shrill cry of, ** GettiUmmf 
phate a Utde to ike right or to the l^"* as the case 
night require, when, onr own sensations readily se- 
eondingthe call, there was an instantaneous and amus- 
ing scramble to restore the equilibrium. Broken heads 
flo sooh occasions are by no means rare, though hap 
pily we suffered no material inconvenience beyond 
tiie downess of our prog^ress. In one very bad day- 
Me, with a steep bank, our machine fairly stuck fast, 
and was all but upset. In vain did our excellent 
korses strive to clear it. The coachman was obliged 
to repair to a neighbouring farm for a team of oxen, 
wUle some of the party provided themselves, sam 
cenmomey with stakes from the adjoining fence, to 
be ready with their aid. In due time the oxen ar- 
rived, the body of the carriage was lifted off the 
frame, and the wheels extricated, the whole affur 
bdng transacted without any symptoms of bad hu- 
mour, or, so far as I heard, a single angry maledic- 
tion. The operation necessarily requiring some 

time, Mr F , his sister, and T, paid our respects 

to an honest Dutch farmer on the wayside. We 
found a clean tidy house, a busy household, a most 
civil welcome, and a hearty lunch of bread and but- 
ter, preserved peaches and milk, all superlatively 
good ; nor could we manage to offer any compensa- 
tion beyond thanks to the good dame, and gratifying 
her benevolence by a trifle of charity for a poor wi- 
dow in the neighbourhood, in whom the family 
Beemed to be much interested. 
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It was evening ere we reached our qnartera in a 
snog, comfortable country inn. The honae waa not 
very large, and the party waa rather nnmerona, wfaieh 
for the first time in my American travels deprifsd 
me of a single room. This event, so froitfiil s 
theme with some tourists, only occurred to me npon 
one other occasion, and then a handsome i^ology 
was spontaneously offered by the landlord, ia s 
very crowded hotel, for putting a firiend and myislf 
into a double-bedded room. Higgledy-piggledy ad* 
ventures, no doubt, occur in the back woods, but we 
should scarce hold it fair, (I guess,) to prodofio s 
hedge alehouse or a Highland chchan as hkt sampki 
of what travellers are to expect in journeying throogk 
Britain. Many were the friendly admonitions, \a^ 
which I received before leaving home, anent certais 
little vampyres, the terror and the torment of weary 
travellers. Now, whatever may have been the lol 
of others, I am bound to state, that I only enoona- 
tered this species of annoyance once, and that was ii 
our own good city of Quebec. The scenery at Camp- 
bell's tavern is fine. Deer are frequently seen, and 
Mr C. described with some interest the capture of 
two very fine ones lately, in the act of swimming 
from an island in front of the house. 

The following morning proved very nuny until 
after breakout, when it cleared, and we proceeded 
dheerily on our route. We were now in the Matilds 
district, which I consider a favourable situation for 
settlers, who are able and inclined to purchase farms 
already made. Tlie i&oW w^\|««bS% ydl %<^^<QciL of a 
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light description, probably well smted for sheep. 
We had the river for the most part in view with 
wooded islands of infinite beaaty. In some places 
the clearing of the land has been effected by fire, 
and when a forest of tall blackened masts occasion- 
ally presented themselves in a bay or behind a head- 
land, bearing a very tolerable resemblance to a crowd- 
ed dock, the mind's eye was led to anticipate the 
period when such may be actually realized in the 
commerce of this noble stream. 

Nothing particular occurred in our day's ride. 
The lumbering article of yesterday was exchanged 
for two light waggons, the road was better, and we 
reached Prescot in good time for dinner. This is a 
town of some size, but does not at present appear to 
be in a very flourishing condition. Directly oppo- 
nte in locality, and I suspect also in prosperity, is 
(^densburgh, in the State of New York, to which 
we resolved upon a trip after dinner, as the steam- 
boat which was to convey us to Kingston had not 
yet arrived. We found a convenient steam-boat at 
the ferry, which in a few minutes landed us in the 
States, Ogdensburgh was formerly called Oswe- 
gatehie, the name of a powerful stream fsdling into 
the St Lawrence, and, from the capital and taste of 
Mr Parish, and other proprietors, is fast emerging 
fimn a village to become a bustling town. 



( w ) 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Voyage fhnn Prcscot to Kingston — The Thousand Islandiki 
Town of Kingston — ^Rideau Canal — ^Excursion on Quints Baj 
— Voyage on LakeOntario to Queenston^— Anecdotes of tin 
Frontier War. 

After inspecting some extensive saw-mills, wi 
returned to Prescot, and found the *' Sir Jame 
Kempt" nearly ready to start for Kingston. A nsr 
large steamer, the property of John Hamilton, Esq 
was lately launched here, aud now lay in the rive 
nearly equipped. Late as was the hour, Mr H. in 
sisted upon our paying her a visit, and most kindl; 
accompanied us. The affair was not altogether plea 
sant, as hefore arrangements were made, it had be 
cotne quite dark, and we required the aid of a rk 
ketty boat to reach the vessel, which being aooon 
plished, we had to scramble up and down her loft 
side by the light of a lantern, and only a rope I 
trust to. Her accommodations were certainly n 
perb and convenient We passed Morristown o 
the American, and Brockville on the Canada, shon 
during the night, and being aware of the fine scener 
before us, our captain kindly engaged to call me hi 
fore entering on the labyrinth of the Thonsan 
Jsjands. 
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Swday^ May 1. — About four this morning I was 
nuninoned on deck, and found the ressel moored to 
B natural wharf, where we had been taking in a sup* 
ply of fuel. A set of free-and-easy woodcutters find 
a livelihood here, by clearing GrOFernment land of 
ite timber, without troubling the authorities to col- 
lect value or rents. It consists of pine, and is not, I 
believe, of much intrinsic value. A man may pre- 
pare two cords a-day, but it is severe work, and the 
price, which is one dollar per cord, will do little more 
than compensate maintenance and labour. Our ves- 
sel takes about 2000 cords per annum. The mom- 
log was worthy of May-day, and I watched the gra- 
dual approach of sunrise with much interest. The 
river, smooth as a mirror, reflected minutely on its 
mrface every tree and every rock. We soon g^t 
bvolved among the islands, the river expanding to a 
lake, and deriving its name from the number. On 
every hand you observe numberless channels and 
wooded islands of all sizes and forms. Some are of 
eonsiderable extent; while others scarce admit of 
footing to the woodman, who seeks to rob them of 
their solitary pine. Many a flock of water-fowl did 
oar paddles scare from their quiet haunts, while oc- 
casionally a majestic eagle might be seen soaring 
aloft. It was altogether a scene of much interest 
and beauty. Our helmsman recounted to me a sport- 
ing feat of some novelty which occurred here last 
faUt and ended in the capture of a fine buck, observed 
swimming amon^ the islands, and wh\cii) ^flec tq»s\^ 
& double, was fkirly run down by the ^t^axsi^t, «^- 
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cambered at the time by four heavy Durham boiti 
towing at her stem. We stopped for a litde it 
Goananoque, where a fine mill-atream poun into tk 
St Lawrence, and hat led to a thriving eitablifhineit 
of extensive flour-mills, a cooperage, &c^ with a wcD 
cultivated farm, the property of Mr MaodonneD. 

Kingston, the largest and most considerable lowi 
in Upper Canada, though not the seat of goreni* 
ment, opens with a fine effect as you pass the Fort 
and enter the Bay. It is a rare and curious sight to 
look upon a fleet of large ships of war, laid up in o^ 
dinary, in a fresh-water lake so remote from the 
ocean. Long may it be ere the Temple of Jsim 
shall again be opened ; but should Ontario and Erie 
be yet destined to bear the armed navy of BritsiS) 
it is to be hoped that her rulers may discover the 
waters to be fresh. To send out at an enormous ex- 
pense from an English dock-yard the complete frame- 
work of a frigate, was bad enough, but to add a 
regular set of water casks, which a bucket was ready 
at any moment to supersede, may well be termed the 
acme of improvidence and waste. 

The town of Kingston is well laid out, with some 
handsome churches, &c. and many excellent private 
mansions, substantially built of stone. Our quarters 
in Meyers* Hotel were extremely comfortable, and 
we reached town in time to attend service in the Epis- 
copal Church. It was pleasing again to listen to the 
peal of the organ, and the solemn liturgy of our 
church, in a land yet but half emerged from a savage 
state ; and we had a moat exceWeiiX. «^TYX!k»ck ixwxi Mr 
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Cy the worthy and exemplary clergyman of the 
place. Kingston is a place of trade, for which it is 
wdl ntaatey and appears to be in a prosperous state. 
Itii slso a noLilitary and naval station. The popula- 
tion, I belieye, is above three thousand souls. Hav- 
in|; aa opportunity at this place of visiting a portion 
of the Rideau Canal, by a ride of a few miles into 
Ae ftrest, I procured horses for a young fellow tra- 
vdler and myself from our obliging host, and in a 
delightful afternoon, with a genuine American for a 
guide, we started on our excursion. We had a 
pleasant scamper through the woods, and in due 
time reached the canal. Some very fine locks have 
been constructed here, of solid masonry and beauti- 
fid workmanship, but executed, I should think, with 
BO very rigid considerations of economy or expense. 
An extensive embankment has been formed, to 
deepen a shallow lake, and the canal, from this point, 
will very soon be opened into Kingston Bay. The 
log-huts, &c. are government property, stamped with 
the broad arrow, and the inmates, I regretted to ob- 
serve, stamped also with the sickly hue of an aguish 
diitricl. We crossed the line of the canal, and re- 
tained to town by the south side of the bay. A little 
trait of American character, not perhaps unworthy of 
record, occurred as we jogged along. When passing 
a fiuin-yard, the ears of our guide were, for the first 
time in his life, saluted by the screech of a peacock. 
Listening with little patience to my description of 
the bird, he galloped off to find him, pokm^^tX^owX. Vcw 
every direction. The evening was faat c\om\^\^ 
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and as we could not proceed without him, I HoUiid 
a loud note of recal. It was sounded, howerefi 
vain ; nothing would dO) until he finally soooeed 
in fiudingc the object of his search, perched in fi 
glory on a r^il. Some high-minded folks will pu 
haps say, '< Here was impertinence with a ▼», 
geance ! What ? a fellow engaged for a time 
your servant, absolutely presume to leave you in A; 
lurch." Even so, and yet I must plead to luiTii| 
been more amuised than provoked by the resolute 
determination of Jonathan to satisfy a reasonahk 
curiosity, though at the hazard of giving some of- 
fence to a temporary employer. 

We recrossed the river by a wooden bridge, built 
by subscription, and the pontage upon which yieUi 
a good return ; it is about one-third of a mile in tf' 
tent. The fort, the navy-yard, &c. are situated up- 
on a bold headland commanding the harbour. In ft 
paddock adjoining the residence of the commodorei 
I observed a small herd of the native deer. They 
were in low condition, but appeared near akin to tiie 
red deer of Scotland. Willingly could I have 
lingered for some time in the neighbourhood d 
Kingston, but time was pressing, and only admitted 
of a steam-boat excursion on Qiiiiite Bay. I started 
in the Sir James Kempt on the following morn- 
ing, and passed several fine situations for villas is 
the vicinity of the town and upon the banks of the 
lake. Mr Haggerman, solicitor-general of Upper 
Canada, possesses one of great beauty, with the 
grounds sloping do^n to t\ve yfaX^v ^^^^. >N'^ W 
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u uaal a numerous cabin party, and I met with the 
ntmost kindness and anxiety to a£Pbrd me informa- 
tion. The Bay of Quints is a sound, running up for 
eighty or ninety miles to the mouth of the River 
Trent, and separated from Ontario by an extensive 
and fine peninsula, called Prince £dward's Island. 
Missourga Point is very beautiful, in many features 
Rtembling the park scenery of £ngland. The object 
of oar voyage, besides the conveyance of passengers, 
Kemed mainly directed to the collection of flour at va- 
riona villages and wharfs, and with which our deck be- 
came ultimately loaded to its utmost capacity of stow- 
age. Sometimes the flour was received from stores, 
W frequently most comfortable looking personages 
attended our arrival with wagg n loads from their 
fiums, periods of call having been previously arrang- 
ed. During a part of the first night we lay at the 
mouth of the Trent, and we $[)ent the following day 
cruizing from place to place. It was amusing each 
morning at breakfast to observe the change of faces, 
which had occurred during the night. On Tuesday 
evening we were detained at Bath by a smart thun- 
der-storm, accompanied with heavy rain ; and, as if 
a disturbance in the elements was not enough, we 
were ^voured with a glorious row between a loving 
conple on deck. Loud was the din of war, but the 
•hrill pipe of the lady prevailed, and the discomfited 
hero resigned the field, protesting that he could no 
longer endure her temper, and now bade her adieu 
for ever. Little did he reckon upon having «o \v^^\Vj 
reab'zed this doughty i&ravado. The mg\\t, wa& ^wcV 

o 
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aiid a hasty stride immersed him in the lake, fr(^^ 
whence he was dragged, sufficiently cooled, by Ht 
men engaged in loading the boat, and restored to Ui 
cam sposa, amidst the most appropriate excLimatiiM 
of penitence on her part for having, as she suppoied^ 
driven him to the dreadful act The coantry il(nf 
the Bay of Qaint6 is altogether pleasing, the lul 
for the most part good, and the locality fiivoonlb 
for agricultural or mercantile settlers. Various snudl 
towns are here advancing to importance, and slto- 
gether, it is a district which deserves the attention 
of emigrants who are not prepared to plant then- 
selves at once in the bush, and who have a modente 
capital wherewith to make a purchase of land, i> 
some measure reclaimed. 

Early on Wednesday morning, May 4th, we 
reached Kingston, and, after breakfast, I re-embariE- 
ed in the Alciope, a steamer which plies from hence 
to Queenston, on the Niagara river. Besides ordi- 
nary passengers, we had with us a detachment of 
the 79th Highlanders, with families and baggage^ 
on route for Amiierstburgh, a small fort at the west 
end of Lake Erie. They were a healthy, joyous set, 
indulging in many a rough practical joke wijth eadi 
other, but kind, afiPectionate, and gentle to the women 
and children. The officers were pleasant, g^de- 
manly men, and great was the surprise of Captain 
R , who commanded the party, when he dis- 
covered my name upon my luggage, he being a na- 
tivo of Perth, although we were personally unknown 
to each other. His wiie w\^ e\i^^«l^w«NiN^^^3B.\aaa.^ 
and I felt a pleasure m\)eu\^ V^^^^ «wii^^ \a ^axt^ 
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[ aoeomitB of them to Scotland. Canada, I was 
is sadly sabversive of discipline, and a run to 
States is easily effected, when officers prove what 
loldiers please to consider too strict. Two gre- 
ars from the 79th had disappeared that very 
ling. Deserters, however, frequently return. 
Sir John Colbome has adopted, in ordinary casesi 
!nt measures, a course which seemed to be gene- 
' approved. 

ahold us now fairly at sea, upon fresh water, 
. a head wind and heavy swell, and many passen- 

discomposed. Our course lay about twenty 
fl from land on either side* Ontario is about 
miles in leng^th, and 100 fathoms in depth. The 
}r is perfectly pellucid, while Erie is turbid. 

latter being comparatively shallow (about 40 
oms), probably occasions the difference. Our 
B table and our cabin party were sumptuous 
agreeable, as I have always found them. On 
irsday molning I rose early and enjoyed from 
vpper deck a splendid sunrise. It exhibited, as 
ere, the united magnificence of that sublime ob- 

as witnessed both at sea and on shore* About 
Ive this forenoon, when perambulating the deck, 
ige column of smoke, rising in clouds, and far to 
south-west, attracted my attention. It was Nia- 
ly then distant about twenty-five miles, as the 
r flies. The sky was of a fine clear, yellowish-* 
well adapted to increase the effect; and I watch- 
ft with feelings of interest becoming ho^^ xck^t^ 
rite as I approached the scene of «o iivdsv^ ^^Tk* 

/'■^ ir% rv £\. .A -•. 
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ihiTH, Wo w«r« off tho moiitli of tho Ningnni about 
thnic o'<:l(N;k, nn<] mot tho Htf;fim-boiit for York com* 
inf( out, to which Kovoral of our party tranHferred 
tboriiH(*lv(*H. Tlio riv(*r ynw full of Mhoal-ico, and oor 
[»ro^n*MH horarno nocosHarily nIow. NotwithHtamling 
many procautioiiN, wo roooivitd Homo hoavy thiimpn, 
and loHt part of our pnridlo'Mhoathiii^. Tho riror ii 
horo about a quartor of a niHo in width, and fornii 
our houfidary witli tho Stat<;H. 

Upon tho Hoiith or Hoiitli-wfiHt bank Htandn the old 
Fronr.h fort, |(arriKon<*d by tho Amorioanii ; and ex- 
actly viH ft. VIM \h l^'ort (i(!or^o, o(;rupif>d by Britiih 
troopH. Adjoining to it Ih tho Nnuill town of Nowark, 
fro(pj<*titIy and nuMt inconvoniontly isallod likewiM 
Niaf^ani. It Ih w<*11 pla<!<!d for trado, hut did not iicem 
to ho niur.li alive. Tlion* an* Momo moraHHOM in the 
vicitiiVy, Haid (o muh^r it at tim(*H rathor unhoaltby; 
hut, aH it Htandx upon an (•x tons! vo platform, I Hhould 
inni^ino this to ho ran*, or, itt all f!Vont»<, byjudiciow 
draiiiaji^o, not diflirult to corrocrt. 

J oii^lit to h;ivo montionod that Mr II , whoM 

arqiiaintanrn J had niado in iVfontnml, ia owner of 
tho Ah'iopf*, and waH hiniHclf alouf^ with uh. My 
IcttfTH of in(rodijrti(»n for Nowark and QuoenHton 
wcro tliUM nMid<T«>d nugatory, aH my hoHpitable 
frif'ud would allow n(» <loor In (juooUNton to open 
for ni4* hut liin own. Tlu^rt* wo arrivod <»fir]y in the 
<!vcniii^, iiiid then; I found a lar^e and moHt ocimfort- 
ahlc pai'lift frotu lionu*, a ^nitiruMition which almott 
rtvnis u rrrjiiion w'\t\i Vv\(m\Aa. Cj,\UH*.uHton ia a Ninall 
town, ovi*rliiiti'r\\\yr i\u» r\vo.Y,\v\u\ v\\iw ^\.^c^\iMKtK 
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and which, by many geologists, is conjectured, at 
some remote period, to have formed the margin of 
Lake Ontario. Directly opposite is Lewiston, a 
thriiriiig town in the state of New York. 

The whole frontier from Ontario to Erie formed 
the scene of bloody strife during the last war. A 
•erere action was fought on Queenston heights on 
the 13th of October 1812, and a tree in a small field, 
mi the west side of the village, marks the spot where 
General Brock fell, when gallantly leading on the 
British troops to a charge. He was greatly respected 
ky both armies, and deeply lamented by his own. A 
ititely column has been erected to liis memory, with 
t spind staircase of 120 steps, recompensing the la- 
Iraor of ascent with an extensive and most beautifnl 
pnMpect. The battle of Queenston was a day of 
varied success, but finally terminated in the repulse 
of the Americans. The animated and bloody contest 
transacting on the Canada shore was alleged to have 
operated somewhat unfavourably on the nerves of 
the American reserve, who, at all events, by refus- 
ing in the afternoon to cross the river, consummated 
the discomfiture of their gallant friends. The banks 
of the river are precipitous, and probably 300 feet 
in height, thickly wooded ; and here terminates the 
wild ravine, which commences seven miles above it, 
at the Falls* If certain geological theories are right, 
this was once actually the spot where Niagara 
thundered ; and the Falls are supposed to have been 
for ages gradually receding. The nature of the sub- 
ttimtB andtome well ascertained facta \>eax eorvoxi^^ 
spoo this Bpecaladon. The constant frictiOTi oi %xw^^ 
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a mass of water, as displayed in the foaming rapid 
above the cataract, with the effective agency of win 
ter frosts, certainly conveyed to my mind a 8troii| 
impression that the theory might be sound. Tin 
river runs here with a powerful current, and is aboa 
half a mile in width. It is hardly possible to imagini 
a more appalling spectacle than the American troop 
must have presented when driven in wild confnsioi 

down these banks. My friend H , from a know* 

ledge of their language, was attached to the Indui 
brig^e. He placed me, with a giddy head, npM 
the spot where his unerring riflemen maintained a 
deadly fire upon the hapless foe scrambling throofk 
the thicket of cedars, or attempting to swim therivir^ 
in which many a poor fellow perished. 

Innumerable are the anecdotes, tragic and comics 
which were detailed regarding this frontier wir« 
The employment of our red allies was a subject of 
much vituperation against the British. The historjT 

of Colonel D , a Canadian, who commanded the 

Indians, was fruitful in adventure and anecdote, ^e 
was perfectly master of the Indian language and cus- 
toms, had lived much among them, and, to sum np 
all perfection, had chosen a Squaw for his wife. In 
every sport and in every danger he was one of them- 
selves ; and, where they place their confidence and 
affection, both are alike unbounded. It happened 
to him once, in the western country, when engaged 
in the fur trade, that his party, exhausted with fii- 
ti^ae^ resisted all his persuasions to proceed, and in- 
aisted upon erecting a wig^^xa ^ot \)da \i\^v>^ %1 1 
certain pass^ known to \i© a YkaxMA oJl ^^ \odaH 
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when in wait to plunder the traders. The men 

were soon asleep, hut D , with an anxious eye, 

hf watching the dying emhers ; and, while there 
yet remained sufficient light to distinguish ohjects, 
he recognised the dreaded visitors, crawling like 
huge snakes into the hut. It was vain to think 
of resistance; he feigned to he asleep, almost afraid 
to breathe, and only hoping that the removal of their 
VMrty might satisfy the Indians, if no interruption 
•tumid occur. At this anxious moment, terrified 
hit any of his men should suddenly awake, his ears 
were greeted hy a welcome whisper from the fore- 
aost, addressed to those behind, << It is Redhead," 

tbe name by which D was known in the woods. 

The simple announcement acted like a charm, and 
the work of blood was arrested ; but to show per- 
lui{Hi (like David of old) how entirely they had the 
puty in their power, the leader moved quietly 
round, and passed his hand along each man's throat, 
Wore making his exit. At another time, when un- 
der the most distressing privations from want of 
food, D— — encountered a party of Indians, in near- 
ly as bad a plight as himself. Famine stared him in 
the face, and he could scarcely look for aid from 
those who had but a scanty morsel for themselves. 
Relying, however, upon his knowledge of Indian 
feelings, he thus, in simple language, addressed the 
jhief: "JPaiAcr, lam hungry :" " Son^ (says the old 
nan, o£Pering at once their little stock), tahe^ eatr 
Vnd these are men whom we term socage ! May 
jod grant that they suffer no a\)aaeTXi^T!L\> m ^^ 
tmsied reBnements of civilized \\fe \ 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Falls of Niagara— Journey to York — An ^.r^ra, or A mericaa 
PoKt-ChaiHC— Newark— The Whiie Fish of the Lake»- 
— Town of York — Goveniment-HouHo. 

Friday^ May 6. — After breakfast I took leave of 
tny friend, and walked on for the Falla, leaving the 
stage, in which I had secured a place, to fblloir* 
The day was delightful, and as I ascended the steep 
hill from Qaeenston, I overto(»k a soldier of the 
79th in charge of the baggage- waggons, leaning on 
his musket, and wrapt in admiration of the sor- 
roanding scenery : " It*8 mair like Scotlartdy Sir^ thM 
ony thing Fve seen sin I left it,*' was the poor fel- 
low's remark, and truly it was far from misapplied, 
making due allowance for difference of scale. The 
country from Queenston to the Falls is well settled, 
and finely diversified by farms, orchards, and open 
forest. The soil is perhaps light, but in some placet 
of a stronger description, and all apparently fertile 
desirable land. A very beautiful property, original- 
ly laid out by the ill-fated Duke of Richmond, and 
subsequently possessed by Sir Peregrine Maitland, 
adjoins the road. The house, which is in the cot- 
tage stylo, of wood, seems large and commodions. 
This estate is in a very favourable situation, and has 
been lately sold for L.^000 ; \X. cQ\i\aAw% it^\s^ 4£A 
acreg of good useful land. T\i© ^AaX.«M»ltw3^^^^»r 
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itOD to Niag^ara is about seven miles, and T saunter- 
ed on the whole way, the c<»ach not overtaking me. 
About four miles from the Fsills, the sound came up- 
on mj ear like the murmur of Old Ocean on a 
ngged strand. In certain stiites of the atnu»s»phere 
nd wind this is heard at a much gn*sit(*r distance. 
Hie noise g^dually increased, and by-and-hy the 
ipny was to be seen rising in columns above the 
trees. A splendid and ext(*n.«ive establishment was 
loon after recognised as Forsyth's hotel, and, under 
Mings far more intense than ordinary curiosity, I 
hirried forward to a point, whore Niagara, in all its 
l^ory, came in view. From the increasing facility 
of migrating now-a-days, this wonder of the world 
hi lost somewhat of that mvstorions halo with 
which it was wont to be enveloped ; but still it mast 
ever be Niagara. The most eloquent descriptions 
will prove inadequate to convey a just conception of 
tte scene. Nor can the pencil, 1 imagine, ever do 
it justice. A cataract may be said (as regards the 
ptinter^s art) to differ from all other objects in na- 
tnre. The human face and figure, the rich and 
viried landscape, the animal and vegetable world. 
Bay with sufficient propriety be delineated at restj 
bat quiescence fonns no feature here. The cease- 
leis loar, the spray mounting like clouds of smoke 
from a giant limekiln, with the enormous sheet of 
water which rolls over the precipice, can be felt and 
DDderstood only by repeated visits to the scene. My 
ittention was for a time distracted by the rapids 
rbJeb are extremely interesting, and ^\i\c\i'wViDL ^^1 
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Other neighbour than the Falls would excite the ^ 
est admiration and wonder. After some time 
in contemplation, I proceeded to my friends, ^^ 
a kind and comfortable home awaited me. Jk? 
possesses a residence, which is certainly one of t 
most romantic domiciles in the world. The hov 
stands on a small lawn upon a point overhanging t 
rapids, and about lialf a mile above the Horse-8h 
Fall. The garden is behind, washed by a fine bran 
of the river, which encircles a wild and thickly wo( 
ed island, and on every side new and interest! 
prospects appear. The river is a mile across,- and 
gresLt depth, and, for the same distance above t 
Falls, is one continued sheet of foam. We saunl 
ed down in the evening to the river side, and 1 
rapids lost nothing by a closer inspection. My Im 
room looked directly upon them ; I could watch 1 
smoke of the Fall, even as I lay on my pillow ; a 
with the wild roar of the cataract sounding in i 
ears, I closed my first day at Niagara. 

The following morning proved fine, and we dev 
ed the forenoon to the Falls. Lake Erie had j 
broken up, and the icebergs came crashing down 1 
rapids, in a way extremely interesting. My friei 
being quite at home in all the mazes of the river si 
conducted me by a wild and rugged route to 1 
edge of the Table-rock, when, upon emerging froii 
tangled brake, I beheld the Horse-shoe or gr 
British Fall, pouring down its volume of ice s 
water, at the distance of a few feet from where 
stood. The rock felt lo lae a&X\vw\^\\,^\\«:^t 
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and a large mass did in fact lately give way, soon 
after a party had retired from the precarious stance. 
It is limestone, full of ugly fissures and rents. A 
nanow wooden stair conducts adventurous travellers 
to the bottom of the Fall, where a sort of entrance 
11 generally effected to a short distance under the 
dmt, and for which performance a certificate, in due 
ftrn, IS served out. The stair was at this time un« 
darrspair, and the accumulation of ice below per- 
ftedf reconciled me to waive pretensions to such 
dupery honours. At some distance below the FaU, 
■d opposite to the American staircase, there is a 
farjr, to which a safe and most romantic carriage- 
iwd has been lately formed, out of the solid rock, 
at BO small labour and expense. When a similar ao- 
flOBUDodation shall have been provided upon the 
American side, it is expected to prove a lucrative 
aoBoem, but for the present, foot-passengers only 
ttn be landed in the States. The little ski£P had just 
pot off, with a party from the Canada shore, and got 
iBTolved in streams of ice, in a way somewhat ha- 
ttrdous, and which rendered it impossible for the 
boatman to return. The scene from the Ferry is 
indeed magnificent, the Horse-shoe, the American 
lUl, and Goat Island being all in view, with the 
great cauldron eddying in fearful and endless tur- 
moil. In the evening I walked up the river side to- 
wards the Tillage of Chippeway, to visit a natural 
cariosity upon Mr C.'s estate. A spring surcharged 
widi sulphuretted hydrogen gas rises withm «^ f^-^ 
fmeg of the river, A small building ia ereetedi o^ct 
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it, and when a candle is applied Ui the tube in a bar 
rel, which encloses the spring, a brilliant and power- 
ful light is evolved. Close adjoining, are the re- 
mains of extensive mills burnt by the AmericaiM 
during last war. The wat<;r privilege is great, an^ 
machinery to any extent might be kept in play. 

Canada, for many a year to come, should ban 
little to do with manufacturing establishments. Htf 
resoun^>s, duly fostered, should be employed in tk 
production of food for the artizans of Britain, nd 
thus enable them to maintain their ground in th« 
foreign market. Neither should our agrieulturiill 
at home be too much startled at such a prospect, ii^ 
happ<*n what may, our landed interest can never pnt- 
per while our manufacturing interests decay. ShonU 
srmie thousand spinning-jennies, however, at a fil* 
ture day, here cotnment^e operations, behold a gi^ 
M)nieier both econoniicul and f effective provided* 
HpriiigM of this description are by no means rare io 
the Canadas and States. 8(»me have been discover' 
ed near Canandaigua of great power, and the pro- 
prietor of the farm, annoyed by hosts of visiton, ifl 
the prudent spirit of turning all to account, hsi 
opened a taveni for the mutual benefit oi the pubb 
and himself. 

The sucticm occanioned by the rapidity and depd 
of the stream, extends far above the Falls, and ren* 
ders it necessary to use the utmost caution in iiafi- 
gating canoes or boats. A servant of Mr C wii 
\<mt Home time ago, in a nc»ctuma1 expedition acroii 
tlie river, and Mr C. detav\e& to m^ VEi%dLN«QiuB%^ 
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his own, which, though tiomewhat ladicrons^ was 
certainly attended with hazard. He had gone out 
iFfighing with a young man in his employment, htte- 
ly arriYed in the country, and finding the boat rather 
more in the vortex than was pleasant, they pulled 
for shore, in doing which, his companion, by some 
if^Ewardness, let slip his oar, and in making an ef- 
fort under some mental agitation to recover it, the 
pale and bloated visage of a drowned man presented 
itself, dose to the boat, dissipating what little self- 
possession the poor lad retained. Mr C, however, 
by an e£Fort, soon got the boat out of the fatal cur- 
rant, and put all to rights. 

Upon Monday, May 9, I left my kind friends for 
the purpose of visiting York, and the country to the 
west of it. The morning was cold, and the wind a 
sbarp north-wester, accompanied by showers of snow. 
As it was not a stiige-day for Newark, I ordered an 
extra, which is the same thing with taking a post- 
chaise. It happened that old Forsyth, the landlord 
of the Pavilion, had occasion to go down also, and 
when I entered my extrOy I found him very snugly 
^sconced in a comer. To a man from the okl coun- 
try, this was something new ; but the old gentleman, 
while he offered an apology, did not seem to be 
much discomposed, and I rather think that the mat- 
ter was not considered of much moment. Within a 
week I was myself led, unintentionally, to do the 
same thing, through the prevailing practice of using 
the same coaches, for public and private travelling, 
and upon that occasion the party receWed. VA^iXK^- 
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self and my explanation with the ntmoit good 1 
mour, frankness^ and eaie. My companion ui p 
prietor of the large hotel at the Falli^ mentioned 
every tourist, and is a personage sufficiendy shrv 
and well informed. He told me that his h,ih.er 1 
heen one of the original settlers in the district, i 
had mig^ted from the Genesee country. The chai 
within a few years seems to him nearly marvello 
Often, he said, has he been racoon-hunting when 
now to be seen the busy town of Rochester, n 
fiums and Tillages innumerable, when he was i 
aware that no human being could be within a k 
dred miles of him, save perhaps some wandering 
dian. Mr F. may be said to have satisfactorily 1 
filled one duty of a coloniitt, by no means unimp 
ant. When I inquired of him, whether his fan 
was numerous, " Why," says he, " Sir, I d< 
know what you call numerous ; Fve reused ninetc 
ten by my first wife, and nine by my second/' 
passed many excellent farms and beautiful orchi 
in this stage of sixteen miles. The day contin 
stormy, and ultimately the gale became so viol 
that the steamer for York could not venture out 
lull was looked for towards evening, and I had 
thing for it but to saunter about the neigbbourh 
imtil the dinner hour at Kreysler's hotel. In i 
nexion with the American Fort, Newark beo 
some years ago the scene of a tragical mystery, wl 
has kindled an extraordinary flame in every Stat 
the Union. We are accustomed in Britain to ( 
sider Free Masonry as a laet^ «xa\Sk&^ iwc ^sx^tl^ 
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relazadon ; but it lias of late assiuned a very difftBr- 
Bnt aspect here, wad although no doubt the ap- 
proaching period of electing the chief magistrate 
tends to give it peculiar vigour, still it must be 
nd^oned the pivot on which all questions of a pub- 
lie nature at present turn. The public journals suf- 
fidentlj evince the excitement of the public mind, 
and that baneful consequences have followed no num 
eaa deny, who is made acquainted with the fate of 
Giptain Morgan. This unhappy man having be- 
oome obnoxious to the brethren, because he either 
had or was believed to have promulgated the secrets 
of the craft, a plan was concocted to punish his trea- 
MHiy and make him a signal example. Whether the 
Kheme originally contemplated his death, or only 
Us removal from America, does not exactly appear, 
bat it is beyond a doubt, that he was inveigled under 
rarious pretexts to Niagara, that he has never beeti 
leen nor heard of since September 1826, and that, 
a fiict, there is every reason to believe that, when 
)ntBrio shall give up its dead, poor Morgan will 
ise from its depths, in judgment against his mur- 
erers. It is a melancholy tale, and fraught with 
latters of vital importance to the Americans. At 
lis hour it stands on record, that after sundry at- 
smpts to bring the culprits to justice, the arm of the 
tw has been palsied, and no jury has been found to 
onvict, upon evidence, too, which might have been 
eemed reasonably conclusive, while one most emi- 
lent lawyer in the State of New York, has de^ 
ouDced the jurors for " utterly disTegaxdim^ XJtLftvc 



112 WHITE FISH OF THB LAKBB. 

duty and their oath," adding that the ** very fbm* 
dation of justice is polluted.** Let the nation look 
to it ere the hour goes hy, when a remedy may ke 
safdy applied to so frightful an evil. 

Among other good things upon onr dinner-tabk^ 
we were regaled with the celebrated white fi»k^ a d^ 
Hcncy which, as Charlevoix has long since remarked^ 
" nothing of the fish kind can excel.*' It is pecoliV) 
I believe, to the North American lakes and riven, 
and, so far as I know, has not been described by ifl^ 
thyological writers. Some naturalists consider it tD 
be a nondescript species of SabnOn The fleih ii 
white, and resembles the most gelatinous part of Ae 
turbot, but considerably richer. The fish is takn 
with hook and line, frequently at a hole in theioei 
being then in highest perfection, and runs from three 
to eight pounds weiglit. There is a coating of fat 
along the back, little inferior in flavour to the rich- 
est butter. 

About nine oclock I was summoned on board, and 
soon after took possession of a sofa for the night 
We took our departure about twelve, and at sunrise 
next morning were just approaching the northern 
shore. York is the seat of government in the upper 
province, and a large peninsula forms a spacious and 
safe harbour, the barracks, public buildings, &c mak- 
ing a very respectable appearance as you enter the 
bay. After breakfast at the hotel, where an Irish 
gentleman and I got a comfortable sitting-room, with 
our bed-rooms adjoining, I proceeded to deliver let- 
ters, and waitvid upon E\r 3oW C*\iVciw\\^^ ^<ivemor 
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f the upper proTiafie. I found the gpoyernment- 
lOUM, §dM It rtgUf at the west end of the capital, 
kii a oommodioiu irregular maniion, of wood, with 
(uden, shmbberiesy &o. The publio apartments are 
nficiently spacious and handsome, and nothing could 
Oioeed tlie afilEtble and easy demeanour of Sir John. 
b is not for a bird of passage like myself to offer an 
npinion upon matters of state, but I am greatly de- 
Dsived if Sir John is not fraught with the utmost 
wal to promote the prosperity of the province, and 
possessed of sound and clear views, as regards its re- 
MNiroes and wants. He favoured me with a pretty 
long interview, and then gave me a note to Mr Ro- 
biason, who is at the head of the government land- 
eOeei and from whom I readily received every atten- 
tion and information in his power. 

My next visit was to the office of the Canada 
Company, where I found the commissioners commu- 
nicative and truly obliging. Dr D , who acts as 

warden of the forests, has spent much time in their 
depths, and g^ves the serta mixta jocis in the happiest 
itjrle, when recounting the progress and adventures 
rf settlers in the back woods. The Canada Com- 
pany, I should think, is calculated to forward the 
general interests of the colony, although there are 
Ctftainly those who think otherwise ; and if it shall 
continue to be prudently administered, will in time 
jisld handsome returns. The exertions made to 
ftdlitate the transport and settlement of emig^rants, 
ind the liberal terms held out, cannot fail to secure 
llie conBdrntee and good-will of intending i^Vi!l«t%. 
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I dined in the evening^ at the govermnent-hooi 
The perty wm rather nnmeroiiiy and quite at agn 
able at inch affidn eonunonly prove. Sir Joho i 
Irodnced me to Dr B » at a gendeman partic 
larly able to give me information upon the atate 
the proyince ; a character which he fully redeemc 
both then, and during a long nait with which i 
honoured me on the following morning, I may me 
tion by the way, r^;ardii^ this gentleman (and 
certainly do ao from no ditrepect to him, but as ifli 
trating good tente and liberal feelings in the g 
yemor), that, while he was marked by no ezdaM 
from the hospitality and private esteem of Sir Jok 
he was yet remarked as frequently opposed to g 
yemment measures ; and I consider it a trait of temp 
and tact upon the one hand, and of discretion ai 
independence upon the other, well deserving of r 
grard. Were such instances more frequent, fewi 
changes in gpovemments would be required, and tl 
public service would probably be essentially pr 
moted. The gpovemment of Upper Canada is adm 
nistered by a lieutenant-gpovemor, a legislative coa 
ciL of not less than seven members, appointed I 
mandamus from the king, and holding their situatif 
for life ; of an executive council, of not fewer thi 
six ; and of a House of Assembly, being twenty-fr 
members returned by the respective counties. Ti 
demon of discord is no stranger here, and his Majeiti 
opposition claim notice in the Assembly of York, i 
less than in the hall of St Stephen's. At present 
understood government Tneaa\ii^%X^\M ^g^xun^^j 
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polarity ; but at politios came very little within tlie 
ephere of my inqniries, I cannot vouch for the accu- 
racy of my information. That discontent and faction 
exiit in the province, is to say no more than that the 
goremment of Canada resembles all other human 
ioititiitionSy bat that any tangible grievance is per- 
feriely maintiuned, must, I should think, bo more 
dian donbtfol. The inhabitants possess the means uf 
enjoying as much solid happiness as any nation on 

esidi. Mr H , the solicitor-general, assured me, 

dial however turbulent or discontented individutUs 
miy have been prior to their arrival in the province, 
eomfiut and plenty soon work wonders on those who 
are of industrious habits, and loyalty and good- 
hmoor speedily follow. 



^ntr. 
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CHAPTER X. 

stage-coach Journej through Toronto and Tra&lgu Ton* 
Bhips— The '' Fanner's Inn"—*' Summer's Tavem**-JVeln 
Township— Visit to Ouelph Town— A Forest Ride— K^r 
Family. 

I LEFT York upon Wednesday the 11th, aboik 
mid-day, in the Hamilton stage, for Sommer's TaTtti^ 
thirty-five miles distant, where I intended to itsp 
for the night. After a frosty morning, the day be- 
came sultry, and an early brood of mosquitoes was 
on wing. We travelled in a waggon, the roads not 
being yet in trim for the season. Upon leaving town 
to the west, we passed through some well improved 
farms, and soon after entered upon a tract of un- 
cleared forest, apparently not very valuable land. 
' The road mns through the Toronto, Trafalgar, and 
Nelson townships. It is for the most part a fine tract 
of country, intersected by powerful streams, falling 
into Ontario. Some of these are named by the nmn- 
ber of miles distance from York, and are said to 
abound with salmon and other fish. They also afibrd 
fine situations for mill-seats. The road is one of the 
great highways of the province, but is certainly as yet 
sufficiently rude, and \u «oia« ^vjcar^ Ti\A» ^^Qs^j^nded 
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rd. The lofty banks of the creeks present 
which have required more than ordiniury 
and public money has been applied to sur- 
im. I am afraid something ha^ been amiss, 
regard to a scientific surveyi or prudent 
re, for certainly the attempt at amendment 
[y failed* The country along the whole line 
filling up, and many farms have attained a 
rated i^pearance. Comfort and cheerful 
teemed every where to reign, whether the 
ere yet engaged with the axe in commen- 
ktions, or occupied in conducting the details 
dvanced husbandry. It was interesting and 
i|nent to observe the humble shanty, the 
est of the &nily, lefb to maintain its station 
new and more extended mansion. Whether 
from accident or design, I know not ; but 
ne as being in good taste, and cahmlated to 
M memorial of the slender rill from, whence 
iffluence were destined to flow. The doors 
ows being generally open, we caught a 
*the interior of each habitation as we passed, 
)ut an exception, cleanliness and comfort 
' prevail within. The women aod children 
cularly tidy and neat. One small posfsession 
>ut in nursery ground for grafted peaches 
firuit-trees, and the house and grounds were 
n a style, easily attainable, but still ex- 
atre in Canada. 

four o'clock we reached the end of our first 
'stance, /think, of twenty mVbea, vdAl^^a^ 
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a pair of compact little entire hones had perfennri 
remarkably welL We had taken, to be aore, fov 
hours to it, which our English Jehus may be resdf 
to sneer at ; bat, had they encoontered onr steif 
banks of tongh clay, with four or five passengci^ 
luggage, &C., I suspect some, even of our first-ntH^ 
would have stuck fiwt, or considerably exceeded dii 
allowance. We were welcomed to ** the Farmsn^ 
Inn — Live and let live** — (a motto not paitieolslf 
applicable, by-the-by, to Canada^ by a bevy of uA 
ing damsek^ who had erery thing about die boas 
perfectly neat and dean. Having breakfosted it 
eight, and supper depending upon the issue of • 
fifteen mile stage, yet to come, I expressed a wink 
to liave some lunch, to which delay both coachmia 
and company most readily assented, a great spirit of 
accommodation generally prevailing in this respect 
In a short time I was ushered into a comfortiUe 
parlour, where a smart tea-equipage was set out, not 
without some regard to display; cakes of Tarioiis 
kinds, a capital cold apple-pie, and many a nice d 
cdBtera besides, with one of the fair daughters to do 
the honours of the board, — an office which die per- 
formed with sing^ar propriety and ease. The fit* 
mily appeared altogether highly respectable. Many 
books lay in the room, consisting of history, biogn- 
phy, &c., and one very splendid octavo bore to be the 
prayer-book of '^ Leetitia Boure — 

Industry her occupation, 
Christ her only salvation/* 

/ do not know if it wa& M\%^ Ijse^yVabsWv ^tl^ ^\h« 
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pA WM the tallest woman I recollect of having ever 
net with ; she was certainly rather over than under 
liz feeti and nnoommonly erect. Every thing beto- 
kmed ease and plenty abont the mral inn ; and be- 
finv remounting, I examined the carcase of a large 
and ver^ lat ox, hanging in the bam, — no bad pros- 
pect for snoceeding travellers. 

8iunmer*s Tavern is in Nelson township. The 
host stands high in favour with Dr D— , and a few 
Hnes from him secured me an extra welcome. I 
parted here with my fellow-passengers, who were to 
travel all night, for Hamilton. My first, care was to 
lecore a ipiide and horses to convey me to Guelph, 
IB infimt city, founded by the Canada Company, in 
the wilderness of Gore — which affair being satisfac- 
torily adjusted with the blacksmith of the place, and 
biving appointed his son and pair of steeds to be in 
resdioess on the following morning, I had some sup- 
per, and retired to a most comfortable bed. 

TXtcrsdby ISth^ — The morning proved fine, and 
bring got all our arrangements completed abont 
*ef6n, I took possession of mine host's ovm saddle, 
placed upon the blacksmith's best horse, and trotted 
iway, with his son, a fine smart lad, as pilot, on the 
<Mlier. We soon turned off to the right, and ere 
long got fairly immersed in the forest, losing all signs 
ef coltiTation. There are more roads than one to 
Onelph, and assuredly the one I trayelled has no 
dsims to pre-eminence ; indeed, when I aftervrards 
attacked my friend the Warden for sendiuf^ m^ %\i&^ 
simite^ he cModidly admitted that lie lusA %fi\«c*A^ Vt^ 
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as ft nin]de of **« fwljfbrvif rMk" T^ntwam&lM 
all was delightfbL The road waadrjr, diedftjphiif 
santf and eveiy mile beeame more iateroHi iiy, st iif 
magnificence of the forest scenery incteased- Iliii ' 
and cedars (the Ugmam vUm) of ^leadid gle ii^ h 
maples of several kinds, beechy walnut^ and Uekttiyi 
elm, cherry, &c. stretched oat dieir t ow e rhg h«ib 
or rugged arms, while the groond was eoanuHed 
with lovely flowers of erery hoe, chiefly, I thonglft 
of the Campanula family. The only liyiag soeal 
which broke the stillness of the forest (oor own ii^ 
significant voices excepted), was the song of Ife 
thrush, the screech of the catbird, the whine of wl^ 
poor-will, and some other more varied notes of Ife 
foathered tribe, with the constant din of -vflaSi 0f 
guide termed " them red-beaded diapSy** Hhe levdf 
woodpeckers (Pieus efythtwxphalus), whose haman^ 
ing reverberated to a degree somewhat difficult to 
believe the cauKe could produce. The gaudy creit 
of this bird is said to prove an irresistible bait to the 
mnskolonge, a much esteemed fish of the pike spedsi* 
When at Kingston, my landlord called me 0Be 
morning to the yard, to examine a very fine one, just 
brought in by an Indian. It weighed about 25 Ik, 
and had been speared in five feet df water. It is s 
voracious fish, and the captor had a severe bite on 
his hand, received in securing his prize. Bnt to rs- 
tnrn.— The surface of the country was often findy 
undulated, with copious springs, numerous rivulets, 
and romantic dells; and the limestone rock, undor 
tbe most fantastic forms, waa \)kiv^'^ ws^cst^^ is^ 
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Ae roch-ftnif lidbeiity and an endless variety of Inxn- 
ant Tigetation. The midergrowth, or shrubbery, 
flOBMte.of sassafras, with a Imd in taste resemUing 
ft ffstardy the dogwood, haiel, blackberry, straw- 
b«ryy and many others, both elegant and nsefol. 

Oeeadcmally the squirrel would shoot across our 
psA, and perched upon some lofty branch, peer 
down at the intmiders. The black variety was new 
ts me; it is a beautiful creature, and of considerable 
use. This agreeable state of matters, however, was 
looD destined to suffer a reverse. A long, strwght 
nd dreary looking avenue presented itself in per- 
qpsotive, which proved to be a corduroy passage, 
teross an extensive swamp. Without a moment's 
hmtation, my gallant steed stepped upon the round 
lotse logs, and as he seemed to eye his difficulties 
with infinite good sense and caution, I left him to 
pidc his way as he deemed best. Ere long, ho wever, 
it became too much for my faith, great even as it 
WIS. The logs were in many places rotten, and 
wist Charley designated ** only a mud-holey sir" re- 
eured so often, that in prudence I placed the boy in 
fiont I cannot say that I gained much by this ar- 
nngement, as, however startling it might be to feel 
ayielf getting engulfed— the flounders of my leader, 
Auhing on perfectly unconcerned, through thick and 
tiiin, were even worse to witness. I essayed to 
walk, but that would not do. The logs were slip- 
pery, and in his bounds, my nag went so near to up- 
1^ me, that I was fain to remount. At len^h. terra 
iaaa was regained, and my con&deuce mv^^^^l 
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Strengthened in die good beeel that bore me. i 
one awkward moment, the raft» aa I may ten 
it, gave way, and down we went^ atem forernw 
bat one leg fortanately embracing the log in fifm 
the poor feUow clung to it, and fiuriy managf 
to emerge, ere I could make up my mind on tk 
best chance to escape. About noon we came toi 
Irishman*s cabin, which stood for the half-way hov 
to Gnelph. My first inquiry was, ^ Hare yon u 
com ?"— << No, Sir," to my dismay, was the reph 
'^ but we have plenty of oait ;" com in this coonti 
being always understood to designate maiae. Oi 
horses were forthwith put under cover, and Chaili 
proceeded to make them comfortable, while I enten 
the shanty, and had a chat with the dame. B 
husband had lately settled here ; she said he wai i 
dustrious, and getting on very well ; they had toi 
fine healthy children, and, though still poor, efe: 
thing was clean, and without any symptoms of p 
yerty or diHtress. I sauntered about the fore 
amused with storing specimens of the many flowi 
which here, in native beauty, have been indeed 

—" bom to blueh unseen. 
And waste their fragrance on the desert air ^^ 

until our cavalry had refreshed, when we resun 
our progpress. Several clearing^ have been effect 
in this quarter, and a good many settlers establish 
I was struck with the conspicuons activity and 
dustry of a Negro &mily. Numbers of these p 
creatures, as opportunity favours, are ever watch! 
to esoBpe from bondage Va. xS^a ^^»i^ ^\ax«^ ^ 
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Union, and are to be met with in vmrioas parti of 
Guada. It has been allegfed that the Negro will 
porore too indolent for labour, in a state of freedom ; 
—a remark which, without stopping to prore unphi- 
kn^hical, and at varianoe with every principle of 
hmian nature, was here most signally contradicted. 
Tlie same remark applies to several other farms, no- 
ticed even in my limited excursion ; and the one in 
question exhibited a set of as busy and happy dingy 
&oes IS a philanthropist could wish to look on ; while 
Ihe appearance of the farm spoke to the steady la- 
• bov which had been employed ; and the bam (the 
teit of a thriving colonist) was decidedly the hand- 
Moiest and largest that I passed. The crops of 
i^t and clover promised the utmost luxuriance, 
ttd aflPorded the most satisfactory earnest of what 
the forest will yield when brought into cultivation. 
It went to my heart to see the noble trees blazing 
>way as worthless weeds ; but it must for the present 
<iOQtinne to be the principal mode of disposing of 
Aem, when at any considerable distance from a ri- 
ver or a lake. We passed a party of three men, 
bring a small cart and team of six oxen, returning 
from Nelson. The trip had occupied them three 
days, and the state of the road may be pretty well 
estimated, from such an expenditure of time and liv- 
ing labour upon a journey of twenty or thirty miles. 
Jur own progress was tardy enough, and from time 
o time we encountered more of the vile swamps, but 
till we managed to get through without mishap. 
U one gap in the forest, I witnesa%d, Nn\\i ^%e\\Sk%% 
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ct Borpriie not unmingled with awa^ the effeeti of 
what i« here called *' a mndfitUf' or a horrieaiw ia 
the woods. Trees of enormous bulk lay smasbsd 
like reedsy and a portion of the forest was laid ban^ 
as though a thousand hatchets had been at woiL 
I reckoned it to have been of recent occnrrencei ss 
the road was in some places much encumbered bjr 
Idlen trees, and, in addition to the bog-holes below, 
it required some good steering to escape being 
ptr eoU, above. The day, which had hitherto 
extremely pleasant, began to overcast, and was ftiV 
lowed by a drisaling rain. Having full confidsMS^ 
however, in soon reaching Ouelph, this gave sae Ut" 
tie uneasiness — nor was I particularly concerned up- 
on coming to the alternative of two roads. When 
Charley, however, to whom I applied for counself 
coolly admitted that he had never been beyond the 
half-way hut, the matter aMSumed a more serioif 
aspect. Neither farm nor farmer was to be seen^ 
and after the usual quantum of discussion, we hil 
upon the usual happy Helection of the wrong track. 
Where our travels might have ended I know not; 
but fortunately after making some progress in o« 
dubious course, a house was descried, where we rS' 
ceivod the satisfactory assurance, that we were leav- 
ing Guelph as fast as we could. There remained 
nothing for it, then, but to retrace our steps, thank* 
ful at so early a correction of our mistake-^-and afr 
ter a wet, perplexing, and rather hap-haaard ride«- 
Anally got sight of the city about three o'clock. 
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CHAPTER XL 

town of Guelph — ^Viait to Gait Farm — Equestrian Ezcuirion 
to Brandtford and Hamilton — Interview with a Scotch 
Borderer-^Mohawk Village. 

It was necessary to cross the river Speed before 
getting into onr quarters, and as there appeared to 
k only the skeleton of a new bridge, without any 
symptoms of a ford, we were somewhat at fanlt, 
^Hien a party emerged from the forest : one of whom 

ppored to be Mr P , an agent of the Canada 

Company. By his direction, we made a detonr to 
tte old bridge^ as rickety and crazy an article as can 
k wen imagined. Onr circumstances, however, ad* 
ndttbg of no delay, we led the horses across, not 
wiAout hazard to their limbs and onr own, and soon 
got safely housed in Mr Oliver's tavern. Our land- 
lord proved to be a sensible civil personage, and 
although his accommodations were somewhat home- 
ly, the essentials were good, and cleanliness and 
civility compensated for what else might he amiss. 

Mr P received me in his parlour, and we were 

speedily provided with a snug dinner, which con- 
tained, to my delight, a fry of delicate pink-fleshed 
trouts, similar to the produce of some of our High- 
land Ukeg, and which the Speed «u^i^\\^% \xv ^««x 
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abondanoe, affordiDg excellent spoit to the a^i^i 
In the afternoon I walked ont with my hott^ whoa 
I found poBsevsed of a spice of homonr. He eo^ 
ducted me through a capital griit-mill, erected bf 
the Company ; the dues exacted at which, for gndi 
manufactured, amount to one*twelfth of the prodooB 
in flour. The town appeared at this time nthv 
stagnant. *< There stands the bank (says Olifer) 
which neyer stopped, seeing that it nerer started; 
and that fine aflair of a market-place will he ns 
months togi'ther without a joint." 

The situation and soil of Guelph are healthy and 
good ; the town standing upon a fine platform, with 
the riyer sweeping round it, and enjoying the itse 
qua turn of an abundant supply of copious springs 
There is a very commodious log mansion-home, 
named the Priory, at present empty. It contaiiM 
good family accommodation, with some handsome 
apartments; and, being sweetly placed upon the 
banks of the river, is capable of being made a pleai- 
ing abode. Upon a sloping bank, exactly opposite, 
a good farm has been improved, and adds comfort to 
the landscape— while the forest in wild magnificenoe, 
skirts the rising grounds which environ the settle- 
ment. 

I left Guelph the following forenoon, in my land- 
lord's light waggon, he himself undertaking to con- 
vey me to Gait, the residence of Mr D , who I 

knew was expecting me about this time. The dis- 
tance was about twenty miles, for which I paid two 
dollars, or 10s. English. '%A^ \iQ«\. ^tq^^^ ^ laost 
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iteDigent and anmsing companion. We foond the 
oady vpcn the whole, very tolerable ; that is to say, 
Mrer was required to dismount, for we were cer- 
abdy not altogether exempt from a little cordwraify 
ur iloandering in a mud-hole. We passed through 
leferal good-lookiug farms, in various stag^es of pro- 
Ijresi, all of which were evidently labouring under a 
kfidency of capital, to stock and improve them. 
Another industrious and prosperous Neg^ was lo- 
cttsd on the wayside. He had invented a usefid 
inplement, which Oliver denominated a Hoe-plough. 
I did not see it, but presume it to have belonged to 
th» munerous fEmiily of Grubbers. 

Chopping, or clearing land of the timber, is readi- 
ly eontracted for here at 12 dollars, or £3 Sterling, 
pw acre. It is then in a condition to be sown, which 
a generally done at the rate of one bushel, or a lit- 
tle more, of wheat per acre ; and the return which 
BMij be looked for is from fifteen to twenty-five. 
Umestone abounds everywhere, but has been hither- 
to little employed as a manure, thoogh its effects up- 
on I soil so rich in vegetable matter may be readily 
ettiuated. 

The morning had been wet and dull, but the sun 
Ivoke forth as we entered the Waterloo district. 
The soil appeared here to be a dry friable loam, the 
timber heavy, and of approved varieties, such as elm, 
nk, mi^le, &c Springy and brooks were to be seen 
n abundance, and in many farms, leisure had been 
oimd to grub out the black stumps, so offensive to 
he eye of an old country farmer. TVia \iN^%Vy^> 
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tooi erineed* liy t]i6ir aiie and oMiditmy flipc 
nagCTnent and food. The dirfilling hanm 
•taUea» and oxcbarda, I may add, wera aU in 
tar. Olirer ralued the improTed fiynu at 
fiye doUariy or six gaineaa 'per aere. Hm 
are for the most part Dutch, a truly piimit 
gal raoe. Never shall I forget the venerah 
arohal aspect of an old man whom we met ii 
rest, ¥rith a beard of driTon snow flowing to 
die, and driring a team of superb bays in J 
gon« This district has been settled aboat 
yean, and the fiirmers reiqied some glor» 
vests, when Guelph was foroing forward, by < 
ing for provisions, carriages, &e. 

After a very pleasant ride, we came, rat 
denly, at an opening in the forest, upon tl 
or Grand River, where it made a beautiful 
and a fine appearance. A little £Eu-ther do^ 
straggling houses and extensive mills annoui 
arrival at GkJt. A wooden bridge led us U 
modious stone-building, in the cottage style 
sidence of Mr D ■ , delightfully placed u] 
sing ground, and commanding fine views of 

ver. I found with Mr D a kind and 

welcome, and enjoyed the comforta of such 
not a little, after the somewhat rough worl 

last two days. Mr D is a very extensi 

owner, having purchased a large township, i 

named Dumiries, and, in the present full tide 

gration, I doubt not that it will rapidly fill i 

aygtem of dealing witli «etX\ex«\iet«v%i^ar 



ViBtT TO OALT FAftH. 198 

for thofe who are compelled to rely chief* 

7190D their personal labour. Mr D opens an 

leeeiiiit widi each indiyidual, receiYing instalments 
B moaejr or prodiioe, and fi!«qnently, where charac- 
ier warrants snch confidence, eyen supplying the 
nesDs of purchasing oxen, implements, or seed. At 
io early period of the settlement he formed a con- 
wxkm with Mr S , an intelligent, enterpriiing 
^Merican, who dcTOtes his attention principally to 
fa Biills, where he carries forward an extensive con- 
ion in the various departments of flour and saw 
Qilb, with a cooperage similar to the one at Guana- 
Boqiie, and from which he turns out uncommonly 
Best and reasonable articles. A son of Mr D- 
raddes with him, giving his aid in the general ma- 
nagement, and was at this time just returned from 
tt experimental voyage, ill company with Mr S—— -, 
by which the important fact was ascertained, that 
Ae Onse affords a safe communication with the Wel- 
bsd Canal, a distance by water of 100 miles. A 
iivrel of flour, which now costs Ss. to reach Ontario, 
^ thus be conveyed for 1 s. and all other produce, 
of course, in like proportion,-^a difierence of incal- 
Jolabie value to the district. 

Mir D — ^ has a very neat garden tastefully laid 
at behind his mansion, and adjoining to it a large 
stent of improved land. The rocks at the river 
de are of limestone, which in fact forms the sub- 
ratum of the whole, or most part, of Upper Ca- 

As.mj time would not admit of k \oi\^ %Qysi\n^<k 

1 
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where I ahonld otherwise hare eigoyed myMV i^ 
much, Mr D kindly offered me his horses ; uL 
his son, though still an invalid from cold cangktii 
his aquatic excursion, insisted upon accompaii]piK 
me to Hamilton, where I would again rejoin tb 
high road to Niagara. 

Saturday^ May \b. — We had a white frost Ab 
morning, followed by a beautiful day. BreskM 
being over, we started for Brandtford, a Tillage JMk 
twenty miles off, chiefly belonging to the Indisoii 
I was mounted upon a capital steady mare, Mr D.'f 
own pad; his son rode an uncommonly dereri actifS 
hackney ; and our baggage and sumpter-steed wai 
bestrode by Simon Mackenzie, a Yankee Celt, aTsrj 
civil fellow, but of a species (I was told) generallj 
the most untoward of all domestic animals. Onr 
ride along the river side was delightful, and the 
scenery fine, farms and forest in alternate suocessioB. 
A few miles below Gait, we turned off to examioe 
two properties then on sale : they were contigooos 
to each other, and appeared to consist of g^od use- 
ful land, well-watered by copious springs, on a lime- 
stone bottom. The situation was extremely plea* 
sant, extending in front down to the river, and in- 
tersected by the public road. E^ach farm contained 
about 200 acres, of which nearly one-half was im* 
proved and fenced, with tolerable houses, and the 
remainder in useful timber of various kinds. The 
price demanded was 40s. per acre. 

Returning to onr route, we entered upon an ei- 
tensive range of open, gro^e-Ysk^ NvcM^dLaad^ princi- 
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fdtf oak, and the trees so dispersed as not to inter- 
Are materially with the operations of the plough, 
b liid moch of the appearance of some of the wild- 
ert parts of Ehiglish park-scenery. An old Indian 
path conducted us to a commanding point overhang- 
ing the river, where we found a cool spring gushing 
from the hank, amidst shruhhery and undergrowth. 
A small and verdant knoll marked the spot where 
gnnd councils were wont to he held in olden times, 
nA where the calumet of peace has, no douht, heen 
often smoked, or the tomahawks sharpened for war. 
It was a lovely landscape, with a greater range open 
to the eye than usually occurs in the interior of Ca- 
iiida. Here we seated ourselves, enjoying the con- 
teots of Simon's wallet and the spring, with due qua- 
l^ieaUony while our horses had a little rest in the 
best of the day. Adjoining to this spot lived a 
jomig Scotch settler, who had recently purchased a 
lot of 100 acres from Mr D. He had already got 
t ?ery snug shanty erected, and was lahouring away 
with his oxen, blythe and cheerful, at a good hazel- 
floloored sandy loam. Recognising at once, by his 
dialect, from what part of Scotland he had come, I 
inquired if he knew a particular friend of my own 
on the Borders, and the poor fellow's ecstasy was 
most amusing when he exclaimed that his own fa- 
ther was a tenant upon my friend's estate. *^ Fm 
were," says he, " MU no hae forgot Walter Smith ; but 
teU him you met the poacher y and he*U he sure to mind 
me^ I of course hinted a suspicion that some i^U- 
hap attending that lawless charact^T Yi'^A^'^^A^^^^^'^ 

\1 
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his moTements acrots the Atlantic, which, howevflr, 
proved not to be the cane. '* At all eyents," I re* 
marked, '' you neither need certificate nor qnalifia- 
tion here : what do yon principally shoot ?" ** !■« 
deed," says he, ** if you'll belieTO me. Sir, I scarce ens 
think about itj far there $ naebafy here eedts to kmder 
usT ft remarkable answer, and not without its we 
in forming a dew to the fascinations and excitemeat 
of a smuggler's or a poacher's life. A herd of deer 
only two days before, had wandered past htm, yet 
Walter felt no inclination to leave the plough, al- 
though his rifle stood loaded in the shanty. Be 
will have thirty acres ready for wheat, to soiriB 
autumn, which, if he continues steady and indi»> 
trious, will make his way to independence deer 
enough, as he paid down at entry the full price rf 
his land. '* You want only a wife now,'* I obsenred, 
" to make you complete." " Yes, Sir ; but 111 
have her from Auld Scotland, ^/^ these Yankee lasses 
are good for naught ; they'll hlaw the horn and tak a 
man f roe the pleugh to fetch them a sheei o' wakr* 
Ungallant as this speech may appear, it is neverthe- 
less true, that American females almost exclusivdf 
confine their attention to duties within doors. No- 
thing can be more clean, tidy, and comfortable than 
their domestic arrangements, but they are seldom, 
indeed, expected to extend their services ; and the 
surprise and incredulity of many a fanner in the 
States was unspeakable, when I told them of wo- 
men in the old country^ of all ages, being regularly 
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i work in a tumip-field, or engaged in filling 
-cart. 

re is a lovely sheet of water here, called the 
jukkey indented by finely wooded headlands ; 
1 1 sat admiring it, I could not bnt set it down 
lendid feature in park or lawn scenery, when 
lemesne or villa shall be here laid out by the 
nd the eye of taste. A little further dovm 
er side, we passed a valuable gypsum quarry, 
ly^'formed by vitriolic springs acting upon the 
bos snbsoiL It is extensively used, and the 
erdnre of the waggon-track, from what had 
»ttered^ spoke distinctly to its value as a top> 
g« At a new settlement, named Paris, the 
ty of Mr CSapron, we crossed the river by an 
nt bridge. The situation of Pari% I think, 
es success ; and Mr 0. appears to avail him- 
its natural advantages. Ehctensive grist-mills 
work, and also one for preparing gypsum, all 
good mill-stream, which here joins the Ouse. 
1 new buildings were in progress, and a post- 
} expected to be soon established. Upon the 
ide of the river as Paris, I had observed, as 
[e along, many isituations and farms apparent- 
r desirable. 

e my visit, Mr B., from Scotland, has pur- 
one of these from Mr D. ; it contained 200 
me-half of which has been lately cleared, and 
lainder is in heavy timber. There was a capi- 
ise and a large bam upon the property. The 
f the whole was j£500. It \a a\iQ8A)L>il\&Q\>%\- 
about two milea above Paria ; aa^ ^ ifwevA ^1 
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mine, whoMW Mr B. in September, wai aimiradlf 
him that it had answered all hia ezpectationi» ni 
that he would not take £700 then for the pnrohiMb 

From Paris, where the river makes some heuA 
ful sweeps, we continued our ride through ^diat ■ 
called an Indian reserve. A lai^ tract of land hm 
and around Brandtford belongs to the MohaiA^ 
and is managed by government in concert with thiir 
own chiefs, for behoof of the tribe. The viUags ii 
named after John Brandt, a celebrated chief. Ws 
found it, on our arrival, swarming with IndianSi ai 
a sale of village lots had taken place that monuDg^ 
and high prices having been obtained (even at dM 
rate of £ 100 per acre), merrymaking and njmetBf 
concluded the day. We spent the eveniDg qvkAj 
and pleasantly in a private family, but found ov 
quarters in the tavern somewhat noisy. My bed- 
room was snug and clean, but a joyous ball in Ac 
apartment below, with a noble frog-concert outside^ 
afforded me but little benefit from its comforts. 

Brandtford appeared to me a pleasant situation. 
The river winds finely past the platform on whifi 
it stands, and, upon the opposite side, are extoisrre 
holms not unlike the banks of the Ektm in Scotland, 
or of the Eden at Carlisle. Of these, a great part 
belongs to the Indians, and will, probably for a long 
time, remain unimproved*. OccasionaUy there are 
farms to be had, and I should consider a purchase 
here as likely to prove a good investment. I have 
received the particulars of an estate which was for 

• I have lately heard that tVie^eAasi^ «t^ «JawA N.^ ^s^sa^i^fs^- 
to the market. 
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■de last mmmerj from a friend who looked at it. 
It tt upon the west side of the Onse, exactly oppo« 
■to to Brandtfbrdy and contains 600 acres, eighty of 
iHueh are alluyial bottom land. It enjoys a valnable 
watBr-power, capable of being turned to account in 
Vttioos ways : the price asked was 3500 dollars, or 
£875. An American gentleman, who was inquiring 
ifter it^ expected to buy it for £750. About two 
mikB horn Brandtford, an Indian village has been 
aitiblished under the charge of Mr L., a clerg^yman 
ef the Church of England, sent out by the Society 
for Propagating the Gk>8peL Next day being Sun-, 
dsy, we resolved to make a small detour, and attend 
wonhip in their church. The institution embraces 
latk spiritual and secular objects. They have a 
Mechanics' School, where instruction is g^ven in 
hmdicraft trades, and many, by steady prog^ss in 
acquiring knowledge, and in managing their fiirms> 
afford sufficient evidence of their capacity to be 
weaned fr^m the dissolute habits, of the most disso« 
lute of all human beings, a half-reclaimed savage. 
Too many, however, of these poor creatures still 
roam about, ignorant and idle, seldom indeed injur- 
ing others, save in a moment of phrenzied intoxica- 
tion, but utterly useless and unprofitable to the com- 
mmiity and to themselves. 

We were fistvoured with another lovely day, and 
had a sweet ride to the Mohawk village. Mr R., 
who is settled in Brandtford, rode along with us, 
mounted upon a dever little Indian horse, of a breed 
.which ibejr have kept always pure «n^ d\a£\nfi\» \^ 
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Aaftf MOMBf and ictioii» he. remindiBd me Mtnm^fd 
theCoetack. Mr R. had peid eboiit £1S lbr.kn% 
then four yean old. He alio spoke mndh of a p«f. 
which he had* lately porohafed from, the Indiaii% rf' 
a breed also retained separate, and for which hekii 
given seven gaineas. We found, upon our anidt 
the Snnday school at work, and it appeared to k 
conducted in an orderly and becoming manner. If^ 
noranoe of the language precluded any further rs< 
marks. The church is a neat, small building, ia 
which the male and female portions of the 'congrs^ 
gation occupy respective divisions. The dergjBMB 
required the aid of an interpreter in the readiif^ 
desk and pulpit. No hearers could be more attaa^ 
ttve or devout than these children of the fixrerti 
The old men, with their milk-white heads and placU 
dignified copper countenances, would have made sd* 
mirable portraits, and all appeared to join eamesdj 
in the liturgy, and to Ibten with deep attention to i 
plain, suitable discourse, upon the faith of Abrakanii 
in offering his son, and the assurance which all Chris- 
tians may entertain, that in His ail-wise and all-right- 
eous way, the Lord will provide for his people is 
every emergency, whether of a spiritual or temporal 

nature. 

Many of the women possess remarkably amiaUs 
expressions ; and the little ones, neatly swaddled vof 
into the shape of a Bologna sausage, were the fun- 
niest, comical-looking bodies imaginable. It is com- 
mon to have a flat board, to which the little animsl 
is strapped, and by w\uc\i \X ca3i> ^Vi «sv^ \\sqa^ ha 
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ifely hang np and pnt out of the way. Afler ser- 
iee, I was introdaced to two of the chief men, who 
ire me their hands in a stately and somewhat con- 
eacending manner, saying at the same time, ** Wei- 
me, Scotsman." They were all well dothed, 
KMigh the fashions were certainly somewhat grb- 
»qne. The head gear of many, especially of the 
dye, exhibited a dose affinity to oriental costume. 
t is impossible not to feel a deep interest in the 
iborig^nes of this vast continent. As yet, (compa- 
itirely' speaking,) nothing has been done, nor any 
loiTalent return made, for what we have acquired 
xm them. Probably this is not the fair criterion 
) assume, but unquestionably we are called upon to 
lake strenuous e£Forts towards instructing and ame- 
orating the condition of this race. Many a noble 
nality do they possess, and too many of their vices, 
am afraid, must, in candour, be placed to our ao- 
nmt. Self-possession, that useful ingredient of 
laracter, shines conspicuous in their demeanour, 
laoe him where you will, the red man is never put 
It. A friend related to me, having once met an 
idian chief at a European party, where, to his oer- 
in knowledge, every article and every arrang«- 
ent were absolutely new. To their amusement 
id astonishment, not the slightest indication of sur- 
ise or of awkwardness appeared. Every move- 
eot seemed to come natural and easy. The eye, 
be sure, was unceasingly at work, taking sharp 
igniaance of all that passed, but he drank wine, 
indled big knife and fork, and perfonsoi^di x!ki<^ ^vfv» 
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oon Gonrtotiei of a dinner tabb, wiAonteitlielrUk! 
f nlneu or blonder. Hie Mohawk Tillage atandi ^ 
on a fine point, round which Iha riyer flbwi. 80fi» 
ral of the people are beginning totettle npon htmb 
aad> in tome of these, the hosbandly is tolenblj »> 
spectable, but many are yet contwit to draw ap9< 
carious snbtistence from tbe nrer or the rifle. Tk 
Mohawks are the most advanced Indiaiis in lh» 
quarter ; the Cayugas, of whom we passed sienni 
groups to-day, are evidently in a &r more degnded 
eoodition. 

We now prosecuted our journey through iM 
forest land, with well-improved tracts oocadonsDy 
intervening. I was greatly pleased with the nei^ 
bourhood of Ancaster, a straggling village, widMMt 
any mill-stream, but placed on high g^und, in t 
healthy, open delightful situation, having a well im- 
proved country around, many pleasant &rms sod 
orchards, and abundance of fine water for domestie 
use. When inspecting a house near the road, I re- 
cognised the ^es of some of the Somersetshire 
paupers^ who had been my fellow-passengers fmm 
Quebec, and who were to be turned adrift at Mod- 
treaL Our time admitted of little colloquy, but 1 
soon learned that the party was dispersed, with smsU 
prospect of friends meeting again. Some had found 
engagements, while others, like this detachmenti 
were wandering about in search of it. The poor 
fellows were so contented and cheerful, that they 
excited our pity, and renewed my regret that no pre- 
vions arrangements liad \>eeTi'maA'^ ^oit X^feksKx ^xol^Ioy* 
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ment or location* A few miles below AncMter, we 
fiDUid onrsdvet on the brow of a bold and rocky hill, 
emrered with wood» from which there is one of the 
finest prospects which C!anada affords. The hill 
fiDnns part of the remarkable ridge already men- 
Amedy as connecting the Statje of New York with 
(ksada ; and we were now to descend from it to the 
tofwn of Hamilton, situate upon a rich and exten- 
ii?e plain, in all probability once covered by the wa- 
tei of Ontario. The lake stretched ont its noble 
opsnse, and the softened tints of a lovely evening 
gire infinite beanty and variety to the landscape. 
Hamilton is a new tovm, regularly laid out, with a 
ngj handsome court-house, erected for the district. 
TUs is a stage upon the high road, round Burling- 
ton Bay, and connecting York with Queenston. It 
ponesses no particular advantages for trade, but 
Nems likely enough to increase as a market-town, 
b s rich and improving part of the country. Upon 
vesehing the tavern, we found the coach by which I 
VM to proceed nearly ready to start, and to travel 
iD night. This was not exactly the arrangement 
wUeh I could have desired, feeling more disposed 
for a good bed than for such repose as I was likely 
to find in the stage, besides having to pass through 
t fine country in the dark. Having mentioned my 
diiappointment to the stage-owner, and to the pas- 
Nngers, they agreed, in the most obliging manner, 
to defer the journey until an eariy hour of the fol- 
lowing morning; and, having got tea, accompanied 
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by ao exoellent beef-ttedc, we retired to rest I 
should mentioii that my luggage, of which the bsDi 
had been sent forward firom Summer^s taTem, ad- 
dressed to the postmaster of ' Hamilton^ was nor 
safely handed over to me» without a shilling behi^ 
charged for its conreyance. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Journey from Hamilton to Orimsby and St Catharine^s — ke- 
tnni to Niagara — American Fall — Goat Island — Leaping 
tlie Fall — A Canadian Spring Day. 

Mandaif 16^4 — I dauntered early to the skirts of 
tie Tillage^ while the coach was preparing, and 
witnessed a brilliant sunrise. Ontario fully 8us<* 
tamed a comparison with the ocean, in giving ef- 
fect to a sight, so magnificent and yet so little re- 
garded. We hare it always at oui* command, and 
therefore disregard it ; but who that occasionally 
witnesses it, does not marvel at his own sloth, in so 
ively partaking of the enjoyment ? The romantic 
limestone ridge, covered with fine wood, And the 
throgh, straining his throat from the peach and applcl 
trees loaded with blossom, with the tinkling bells of 
the village cows, as they went forth to pasture, 
formed altogether a refreshing commencement of a 
^elightfal day. We made Grimsby to breakfast, a 
^stance of eighteen miles. The country was in 
iQany places romantic and beautiful, with fine farms 
And rich orchards of peach, plum, cherry, apple, &c. 
^rding the most luxuriant promise. The wheat 
was remarkably fine, and the oat-braird looked fresh 
!tttd welL The soil in general appeared to \)^ t^vj. 
T^eroad waa tolerably good, and waa \>Q\mdL^^ ^u 
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the west by the wooded ridge, with Ontario i* a 
short distance on the east, Grimsby is a sweet fr 
tie town near (perhaps too near) the margin of Ai 
lake, and nestling under the brow of the ridge, fioa 
whence issues a fine mill-streami converted of oomi 
to good use. Our next stage was St CatharineX-i 
town upon the summit-level of the Welland Osnlt 
which at this point descends by wooden locks to Ai 
level of the lake. Here 1 encountered my firiefld 

Dr D upon his voyage to Gh>derich9 upon Lib 

Huron. The canal is barely ready, and I helien 
the Doctor's schooner is one of the first vessels idnck 
has passed. From this place to Q^ieenstoDi tk 
country is, for the most part, under culture^ ml 
capable, 1 should think, in many places of being ^ 
turned to good account, by laying it properiy down 
to pasture. The rye was in ear, and the oreharSi 
still numerous and rich. 

When I got to Queenston, and expressed an u^ f 
gent desire to get forward, the landlord begged thit 
I would entrust my luggage to him, to be sent f)^ 
ward on the following morning, and walk up the hiD 
to the coach which I saw waiting for some traveUeiB) 
then visiting the monument of General Brock. That 
a public conveyance should make such a pause, ex- 
cited no surprise after what I had myself experien- 
ced at Hamilton ; and I lost no time in taking pos- 
session, no remark being made by the coachman. 
Presently three gentlemen and a little boy made their 
appearance, and I could discover that something re- 
quired explanation, wlaicYi "]^ton^^\» Ni^ ^CgoiX Wad. 
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4epoiitod myielf mm ceremonie in their private car- 
n^ge or extra. I found them, however, uncommonly 
OfOy and they would on no account allow me to re- 
aove. The hardship, after all, would not have been 
f«j great, as it was but a pleasant walk of seven 
aHes in a lovely evening to my home at the Falls. 
I have said my home, and, truly, the easy hospitality 
if my friends rendered it so in every respect. We 
ksd a dear moon to-night, and Niagara presented to 
US its beauties in a new and most interesting garb. 
I hive already declared against lengthy or formal 
faoriptions ; and as to impressions, I have only to 
■ythat the scene interested me far more vividly 
open renewing my acquaintance, than even upon 
my first introduction. 

Tuetday 1 7 A^ — Another lovely day. I proceeded, 
ifterbreakfiist to the Ferry, for the purpose of visit* 
iag the American fedl. The ferryman's wife told 
Be that, on the day when I was formerly there, her 
kmbind was prevented by the ice from returning 
Mtil a late hour, and only then gt)t across, by catch- 
iag a casual opening in the shoab. Next morning 
ths accumulation above the Falls g^ve way, and 
ome down with such a crash that '^ she really 
flought the world was at an end.** I was soon and 
nfely put across, but a man does feel somewhat 
fiieer, when he contemplates the roaring cataract 
above, distilling its dews, copious and heavy as a 
Beotch mist» the ugly ripple on the water, and the 
codde-shell boat bobbing and dancing like an angler's 
float In Act, bow^very there is little or uodAXk%«c^ 
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and an aficident I believe to be allogedier iuknoir^ 
The whole scene, when viewed abont halfway aenM% 
18 indeed sublime, and certainly not to be deacribedb 
Upon reaching the American shores a eonvenieit 
and safe wooden stair enables the traveller to imA 
the top of the precipice. When about half-way Uf, 
he will find himself brought into almost appalliBg 
contact with the American faD. It is more confined 
than the British, but the body of water ia absolntdj 
confounding to look at. The village of Manchesff 
is at a short distance, with good hotels, and variom 
mills at work* A remarkable bridge, immediately 
above the Fall, communicates with Croat Island,' oa 
part of which is a paper-mill, the whole belonging to 
Grencral Porter. The bridge, for which a small poit' 
age is exacted, must have been an awkward afiair to 
construct, but has proved itself perfectly safe and 
secure. The piers were obtained by sinking cofieit, 
and fiUing these with massy blocks of stone. The 
museum and paper-mill are both worthy of inspec- 
tion. At the latter, fancy sheets are to be had, 'si 
memorials of a visit. Goat Island is a lovely spot) 
covered with lofty timber, and enamelled with na« 
tive flowers. General Porter, I understand, has 
thoughts of laying it out as a residence, and a most 
delightful one it will be, for river scenery, certainly 
unrivalled. Paths are formed in various directions, of 
which one tierminates at the verge of the great Horse- 
shoe Fall. A slender platform or pier projects for a 
considerable distance into the stream, from the eX" 
tremity of which your eye Te%U oTvllvft dread abyss. 
It is a fearful gulf, andTec\ynYe^«XVx>aft\!ife^^\^iw^\ 
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n«ter to look down upon it. Indeed, had not my 
Qoonge been stren^ened by observing two carpen- 
taf at work on the fartlier extremity, I verily be- 
Ibve that I ■bould scarce have ventured. 

A short way below, and still upon the island, is 
Ae spot where Sam Patch, of noted folly, amused 
Ae public by leaping from a ladder, as it was said, 
fawn the Fall of Niagara. Now, there can be no 
mamer of doubt, that Sam took a most respectable 
inmp, but still it had little to do with the Fall. It 
VM in fact a plunge into the boiling cauldron, and a 
ad of iborteen, son of the American ferryman, 
iMmght fity not long since, as the father informed 
ne^ and without his knowledge, to perform the 
Mme somerset, merely for his own recreation. This 
fonig Triton, upon my return to-day, presented 
hhiself to ferry me back ; and it was my lack of 
UA in his powers at the oar which elicited the ac- 
eomit of this feat, with the additional assurance that 
ft younger brother and he frequently swam the ferry, 
to lod fro. This, however, being rather more like- 
Ijto benefit himself than his cargo, I preferred put* 
ting myself into the hands of the elder Charon. I 
nmined for some hours upon the island, and, before 
ksiing it, witnessed the prismatic colours flitting 
«d dmgingy in endless variety, over the falL * 

* Had Byron yisited Niagara, in what strains would his muse 
^▼esung^ when, in praise of Temi, he describes in those beau- 
*Mbl lines, how 

** An Iris sits, amidst the infernal surge 
hike Hope upon a deathbed, and uhwoth 

K 
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The title of hone-^oe is becomiiig every yearlM 
appropriate, from the detrition of the rock ; and 1 

C directed my attention to a stone placed, Ml 

many years ago, as a test, which palpably illnstnlH 
the fact This has been a day of infinite enjoymflik, 
and the close of it not a little enlivened by ft 

D , wlio arrived to dinner, with a budget foil if 

anecdote and fan. He fonnd the canal rather te- 
dious, and ordered his schooner to rendeivoni it 
Bofialo. 

Wednesday, I8tk 3Iay. — We had some wmn 
showers this morning, which have imparted a de- 
lightful freshness to the air, and perfumed it wilk 
the fragrant odours of the peach and other frnit- 
trees. Vegetation is rushing forward with all tint 
rapidity which distinguishes a Canadian spring. He 
gaudy little humming-birds have been seen flatte^ 
ing about the garden ; the grapes, quinces, currants, 
^'c. are well formed, and every thing around is in 

beauty. Dr D and I had a charming ramble 

down the river side to the Whirlpool, a wild and 
tremendous scene of confusion. It is occasioned 
chiefly by an island, which obstructs the current, 
and accumulates logs and drift-wood, about fonr 
miles below the Falls. The precipitofis rocks on 
each side, thickly wooded, with the thundering noise 

^Its steady dyes, while all around is torn 
By the distracted waters, bears serene 
Its brilliant hues, with all its beams unshorn. 
Resembling, 'mid the torture of the scene. 
Love watching Madiiefts,m\i\i\maN\,«t^\<eimien.'* 
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if the indig^nant stream, fbnn a compound of the sab- 
ine and beautiful- rarely equalled. We wandered 
mrer many lovely spots, where, peradventure, the 
nan of taste may, at some future day, be led to eom- 
kine the beauties of nature and of art, and when that 
konr shall arrive, a truly enviable field awaits him 
■pen the banks of the Niagara. Our walk led us 
mrer a part of the battle-ground at Lnndyslaw, 
wkere American and British blood profusely flowed, 
ud a spot was pointed out, where intelligence was 
iront to be conveyed to the British, from the Ame- 
rican side of the river, by aid of the bow-string. 
Our Canadian settlers fought with unbounded gal- 
lantry and devotion during that unfortunate period, 
■■d sustained severe and very heavy losses of pro- 
perty, besides the blood so freely shed in the cause. 
What might be the issue of another dispute, 
(which may Grod avert), is hard to say ; state afiairs 
are not for me to handle ; but this is certain, that 
while the American citizens have been reimbursed, 
die Canadians have failed in obtaining the slightest 
compensation, and such a contrast acting upon hu- 
Bsn nature, is too palpable in its effects to require 
iOostration. We may reasonably assume, that it 
will operate unfavourably, while another cause is 
dently bearing on the same point. The Yankee 
who was my guide at Kingston to the Rideau Canal, 
among various questions, asked me if I thought an- 
other war likely to occur. I said with truth, that I 
tmsted such an event was far o£P ; to which he an- 
«wmd, ^ Well, Sir, I guess, if we doi\ t ft^Vx, iw i 
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year or two, we won't fight at all, forwe aremnrf" 
ing 80 fast, Sir, that a man won't be sure but bemiy 
shoot his father or his brother-in-law." 

The day proved extremely hot for its eariy dsto 
in the kalendar, and I was glad to adopt Jonathan*! 
plan, of strutting along with my coat on my am ii 
place of my back. Thirst, too, had its triumph, wd 
I scarce recollect of any thing more welcome, thff 
a beverage with which my companion regaled ma it 
Forsyth's, under some odd name, but which consit- 
ed of a bottle of good brown stout, turned into i 
qnart of well iced water, with a ^futmL mtffi of gia- 
ger, cinnamon, and sug^ ; truly it was a preamp- 
tion worthy of being filed. From the roof of Vv* 
syth's hotel there is a fine panoramic view of tk 
Falls, well worthy of a visit, and where I lingeni 
with many a feeling of regret that I was so soon to 
take my departure. If any man has rieti% expe- 
rienced disappointment in visiting Niagara, I mut 
commend him to the quaint, though somewhat na- 
tional remark of an Irishman, addressed to such f»- 
tidions travellers, that '^ unless they had really ex- 
pected to see a river falling upy he can't tell iHial 
they have to grumble at." 

I parted from my friends on the following daji 
with a grateful sense of all their kindness, and of the 
special good fortune which had attended me in re- 
gard to weather, &c The Bufialo stage called for 
me about three o'clock, and with more unwillingn 
than I can well express, I bade adieu to Niagara *. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

^t to Buffalo— Hints to Emigrants as to the Choice of a Si- 
tmtion in Canad&-Jlf eans of Education — Prices of Live- 
stock, Implements, Produce, Jjabour, Furniture 

OuB road lay along the river, which here varies 
from half a mOe to a mile in breadth. The country 
uwell cultivated and improved. A mill-stream falls 
in It Chippeway, where is a small fort, and was the 
Moie of some hard fighting in the last war. Grand 
Idand, belonging to the States, is a conspicuous ob- 
jeet^ partly settled; it contains, I believe, 17,000 
aerat. We left Canada at Black Rock, a small town 
(A the American Bank, and which once formed the 
liitin or commencement of the Grand Canal. Na- 
ture^ howeyer, strongly designates Buffalo as the 
9inpM for the lake and canal commerce, and there 
it wiU undoubtedly centre. Black Rock was sur- 
liriied by the British in 1814, and considerable da> 
nage done. We crossed by a ferry-boat, leaving 
the ooabk at Waterloo, a paltry village on the Ca- 
nada ahore, not far from the ruins of Fort Ebrie.. 
When across, we experienced some little inoonve- 
nienee in gietting ashore, owing to certain canal ope- 
tutions. In general, the arrangements fox \xvi^«t% 
aiv most complete; but here I felt ia.VVieT «X ^\QWh 
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as no car appeared to convey our luggage to wlien 
the coach awaited us in the town, at some distanee. 
Ill this dilemma, a respectable looking man who hid 
crossed with us, addressed me with, <' I guess, Sir, 
I must give you a lift," and, before I could answer, 
shouldered my portmanteau, which was of a size ud 
weight that had often made me ashamed to &ther it, 
while keeping a paternal eye upon its movements, 
and off he marched for the town, I bringing up the 
rear with my sac-de-nuit, &c. Having seen my lug^ 
gage safely deposited in the boot, a doubt arose how 
to deal with my kind friend, nor coidd I divest my- 
self of an Mco/wnJtry feeling, that a gratuity was fiu^ 
ly earned and expected. I at once discovered, how- 
ever, that I was in the wrong box. It was an act 
of pure disinterested kindness to a stranger, whom 
he saw in a difficulty ; and I record it with the greater 
pleasure, because, from other occurrences of a liite 
nature, I feel warranted, in my own experience, to 
deny the rude and selfish habits ascribed to the Ame- 
ricans, and to testify their obliging and acconunoda- 
ting disposition. A short drive of two miles brought 
us to Buffalo, where we found capital quarters with 
Mr Harriman at the Eagle. The town was particu- 
larly crowded at this season, always a busy one, and 
increased to-day from the formation of a favourite 
new bank. The Eagle had its full complement of 
guests, and the landlord, without any remark from 
me, most courteously apologized for not having a 
«//2^ie-bedded room to offer me. This matter, which 
should not he of great moiaeivt t^^Xswi^^c^xBL^ 
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sase of Deeemity, was stiU less so at present, as, in 

place of a stranger, I had my friend Or D to 

Occupy the chamber along with me. 

And now when about to leave Canada, I am anxi- 
ous to o£Per a few remarks of a miscellaneoos nature, 
which have either been omitted, or which would 
have been misplaced, in the previous pages. Few 
things will puzzle an emigrant more than the choice 
of a situation ; and the contradictory statements 
which selfish motives will present to him, require his 
utmost prudence and caution to sift. In general, he 
ought to be in no hurry. If he can afford to board 
with a respectable family for some months, I am 
confident that his time and money will be well re- 
paid, by the knowledge and experience which may 
be thus acquired. Besides the parts of the country 
I have touched upon, there are many others at least 
equally suitable. The Sandwich, Amherst, and 
Halden districts are very desirable, and being £ur 
west, few comparatively think of visiting them. 
Ilie climate is equal to any part of the province, 
riiere is a daily line of steamers from Buffalo to 
Detroit River, on which they lie ; and my Queen- 
iton friend Mr H. writes me that he is to launch a 
iteamer this season, to run from Chippeway to Sand- 
irich. The style of farming is bad, the settlers be- 
ing mostly descended from French Canadians, and 
retaining all their unprofitable habits. The price 
asked for uncleared land is about 15s. or 20s. per 
lore; and some of the old farms may W\v^ T^dan^- 
hle enough. 
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The lalnbrity or unwboletome nature of a dinMl 
is a matter of high importance to the inhabiliiil% 
and still more so to those who encounter it as stn» 
gers. Upper Canada may safely be pronounced i 
healthy climate. It is certainly subjected to gns^ 
er extremes of heat and of cold than the maritiM 
country of Britain, but, with ordinary attentioDy v 
equal portion of health and of longerity may be ca* 
joyed in Canada as in any part of the globe. Wiv 
ter in the Lower Province is always longer, and fis* 
quendy more severe, than in the Upper, and in ttii 
consists any difference between them. But have m 
not heard of fever and ague in every part of this 
both ? True — aguish attacks prevail here and n 
the States, even as they have done in our own bosil* 
ed climate, within the recollection of thousands itiB 
alive. In a new country, while it is yet in a nv 
state, such things must for a time be expeded ; hot 
even the poor and hard worked emigrant has too of- 
ten his own folly and imprudence to thank for hii 
sufferings. Reckless and foolhardy, he exposes hii 
person to noxious vapours from the swampy bordos 
of a lake, or to some sudden chill, when predisposed 
to fever from fatigue, or in a state of profuse per- 
spiration. Others, again, fall victims to intemper> 
ance, and the blame rests, most unjustly, with the 
climate. There are two, or perhaps three, table- 
lands in Canada, which increase in salubrity as you 
rise above the level of the lakes, and, of course, these 
are points to be kept in view when choosing a loca- 
tloD, That a certain degree o( TDL\««na^ «xviXa\&TA- 
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rertheless oertaio, because erea iii£uit8 carefnlljr mt- 

•ended to, are occasionally subject to aguish attacks; 

Mit, in generaly a reasonable attention to sobrietj, 

deanlinessy and personal comfort, all prove preven- 

kivesi and the disease is generally admitted to be on 

die decrease. In some seasons it breaks forth whole- 

mle, like epidemics in other parts of the world. 

Three years ago this occurred in the Upper Pro- 

yinio^ The season had been extremely hot and 

moist. The waters of Ontario, generally clear aa 

crystal, cast up a slime in the month of July ; and 

tewards autumn, fever and ague raged throughout 

the land. Quinine is, of course, known to be a so- 

Tmgn specific ; and for more ordinary practice, a 

tes-spooniul of sulphur in a wine-glass of brandy or 

odier spirit, taken two or three times a-day, aocom- 

pyiied by cathartics and moderate nourishing diet, 

with suitable clothing, generally effect a cure. 

There are three public matters which have occa- 
sioned some excitement in the Upper Provinces, and 
nay be shortly adverted to. 

1st, The oath of allegiance has been condemned 
Ibr causing unreasonable and unnecessary discour- 
agement to settlers from the States. After having 
keard a good deal of discussion on both sides, from 
those who ought to be best informed upon the sub- 
ject, I believe the discouragement to be either ima- 
j|[inary or much exaggerated, and that, in fact, A me* 
rican citizens are subjected to no heavier obligation 
than what every government is entitled to exact, and 
to whkb farelgnen from other comitxiet ^^ ^o^oca^.^ 
Me. 
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2d, The old sunreys and plans by which townshifl ^r- 
were laid out, and sections divided, have been too 
often inaccnrato, and have given rise to mncb coofi^ 
sion, and an intonninable crop of litigation. I bent 
many details of trouble and expense to landownoi 
from this source, and perhaps some revisal and A 
justment by commission, or otherwise, might be adfii' 
able. In a work, which, with many fanlts, if p^ 
bably the most valuable statistical record yet in printi 
npon Upper Canada (I allude to the work of Mr 
Crourlay), the defects of the township surveyi m 
clearly and judiciously pointed out. Mr Gouriif 
observes, that- " Such was the haste to get land given' 
away, that ignorant and careless men were employed 
to measure it out, and such a mess did they make 
of their land-measuring, that one of the present la^ 
veyors informed me, that in running new lines over 
a great extent of the Province, he found spare room 
for a wJiole township in the midst of those laid oat at 
an early period. It may be readily conceived, up- 
on consideration of this fact, what blundering has 
been committed, and what mistakes stand for cor- 
rection. Boundary lines in the wilderness are mark- 
ed by blazing, as it is termed, that is, chopping off 
with an axe a little bark from such trees as stand 
nearest to the line. Careless surveyors can be 
readily supposed to depart wide of the truth with 
this blazing ; and the measuring chains cannot mn 
very straight, and their compass needles, where 
these are called in aid, may be greatly diverted from 
tlie right direction by ieTrw^wvoxv^ %\i\^%\»!(vcAs« In 
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Aliort, numerous mistakes and errors have been made 
and discovered, mnch dispute has arisen thereon, and 
I have been told that infinite mischief is yet in store. 
It occurred to me, when in Canada, and it was one 
of the objects which, had a commission come home^ 
I meant to have pressed apon the notice of Crovem- 
ment, that a complete new sarvey and map of the 
province should be executed ; and, at the same time, 
a book, after the manner of Doomsday Book, writ- 
ten out and published, setting forth all the original 
grants, and describing briefly, but correctly, all pro- 
perty, public and private." 

3d, Great has been the obloquy heaped upon the 
canals, and in many particulars, perhaps, not with- 
oat cause. At the same time, when all indirect con- 
sequences are taken into account, the evil and loss 
may not be so great as many would represent it. 
To draw inferences from the superior advantage of 
r^lways, I hold to be unfair, as the canals have been 
80 long in progress, and the other can only be said 
to have secured public confidence since the cities 
of Manchester and Liverpool became as one. A ca- 
nal to unite Lake Erie with Ontario, so wonderfully 
separated by nature, and yet so important to conjoin, 
seems a reasonable object of mercantile enterprise to 
achieve. Whether it has been planned and executed 
in the best possible line and most economical man- 
ner, are questions separate and distinct ; but it ought 
surely to be more a subject of regret than of con- 
tumely, if it is destined to be superseded b^ «. t^\1- 
way from Chippewaj to QueenstoH) — ^»xk vwv^w^'?^^'^ 
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measnre— which, though dieoked for a leaMm, dMH 
can be little doubt will be ultimately carried throngl^ 
and mutt prove of the greatest advantage. The liie 
has been surveyed, and the expense will not eaneed 
£ 10,000 or £ 12,000. It is not unlikely that di 
Americans will construct either a canal or laflrnf 
from Lockport to Ontario, connecting the Erie Oi* 
nal with the lake, and which must prove anodMr 
heavy abduction of traffic from the Welland. IV 
Rideau Canal is one so entirely in the hands of 0» 
vemment, that I shall leave it there without remaik 
or discussion. 

Education is a subject which cannot fail to iata- 
rest emigrants, and it may be of importance for tboN 
of a higher class to know that the style of edncatios 
for both sexes is rapidly improving. The Uppsr 
Canada College at York is well endowed, and whea 
its wild acres shall be settled and cultivated, will l)e- 
come an institution not to be sneered at by any Al- 
ma Mater at home. The charges at present are, 

PreparaJbory School for Boys* 

General Branches, per quarter, . . .£150 
Pens, fuel, &c. per ditto, . . . , 5 

College for Senior Boys* 

Classical and Oeneral Branches, peir quarter, £ 2 

Pens, fuel, &c. per ditto, • . . . 5 

Drawing, per ditto, 10 

Books extra. 

JBoard, under the surveillance oi \l\e Pimci^l^ 425 per an- 
num. 
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^ides which, there are other boardiog-houses in 
)rk, and boarding-schools at Cornwall, &c.* 

I would now wish to offer a few remarks to those 
10 feel disposed to emigrate, from a view rather to 
ospective advantage than from the call of stem ne- 
Bsity, or from inability to provide for a numerous 
mily at home. Assuming such an individual to be 
man of sober habits, by which I would be under- 
ood to mean not merely a distaste for debauchery, 
It of a temperament which derives its chief enjoy-* 
ent from the domestic circle, and from useful and 
ktional pursuits ; to such a man I am not afraid to 
ly, that Canada holds out an inviting field of enter* 
rise and profitable occupation. Let him not, how- 
r«r, suppose that he is just at once to bask in the 
in glare of prosperity. ' Many disagr^fnins await 
im, but none which a man of ordinary discretion 
id perseverance will be long of surmounting. The 
ramnstances, connexions, and habits of individuals 
e so various and so opposite, that it would be vain 
draw up a scheme of settlement suitable or pa- 
yable to all. Nothing, however, is more certain 
in this, that here, as in all human arrangements, 
ich benefit may be derived from combined efforts. 
«■ such a purpose, my own wish would be to form 
nnall association of colonists, who would go to 
ffket for a tract of land suited to theii purpose, 

* Arrangements are also, I believe, in progress for the ear* 
sstablishment of a Female Boarding School of a superior 
icription, in or near York. 
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and which there can be no doubt they would pn 
cnre in a lafge block, and for a price to be pi 
down, upon very advantageous temw. HaTli 
madu the purchase, let each individnal be imn 
dtately put in absolute possession of his own estt 
Future arrangements would be dictated by drcu 
stances; and self-interest, the moat efficient of 
agents, could be easily brought to bear upon t 
g^ood of alL Artisans, machinery, live-stock, w 
many other requisites, could be procured, at a : 
munerating rate for a community, which would imp 
have paid a return to indiyidual settlers, and a p 
perous advance might soon be looked for. 
course, I cannot be supposed to contemplate a cc 
munion of property, or such-like wise-heK 
dreams ; but the mutual solace and comfort of ten 
a dozen respectable families thus planted together 
beyond any estimate we can form. Sickness i 
death itself would be shorn of many terrors to 
head of a family, when thus assured of his little o 
having kind and willing friends around him, < 
barked in the same concern, and yet having note] 
tation to injure or defraud. Objections to sue 
plan may be raised upon the ground of human fid 
ness and whim, and certainly the selection would 
quire to be made with strict attention to chanu 
and sense ; but no insuperable difficulty presents 
self to my mind, which should prevent it fi 
being carried into successful operation. I wc 
have the stock agreed upon placed in the hand 
respectable agents, as tliQ U^^er Canada Bank, < 
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bank at home, a small committee appointed, and 
power g^Yon to make a purchase, and to hare it sar- 
Teyed and divided, and each man's portion set o£P by 
lot, or in such other way as might be preferred. 
Should any special advantage, as a mill-power, gyp- 
som-quarry, &c. accrue to one portion of the property, 
it might be again appropriated by lot, or have soch 
conditions attached to it, for common behoof as 
would place all the parties on a par. 

Our farming interests at home have been severely 
scourged of late years, and capital has been, at each 
revolving term, compelled to meet demands, which 
profits, reasonably expected, ought to have supplied. 
Nor is it perhaps the least lamentable part of the 
ease, that, notwithstanding the too palpable loss be- 
fore their eyes, scarce a farm comes into the market 
without a very general competition. How shall we 
seek to solve conduct so much at variance with ordi- 
nary discretion ? Perhaps it frequently arises from 
a man having grown up to middle life, with his ha- 
bits and views fixed beyond a change; or, again, with 
a valuable stock in hand, for which no adequate 
price is to be had, — in such a predicament there 
icarce remains for him, a choice but to venture upon 
another cast. 

Many are the worthy and respectable men of this 
.description, who may certainly better their condition 
by a removal to Canada ; at the same time, it is a 
serious step, not to be lightly adopted, and which, 
above all, they should remember, cannot, with safety, 
consistency) or credit, be retraced, liv C^AVd^^'dLV^ 
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will iHtrnmiM pnipri<iU»r /n fir^Mimjti^ tif ImtA 
nUt |Hfr iiiT<«, whMih wiiulil iMwrmf fMi3r hiitf 
y^^ly rmi Hi h«»f ni' ; kiit SS\\% \% M%\y U% \m « 
III II MU!rifl«'^ of imrly tu^v Mri'l i;«mn«fx{«m», hd 
A^tmrUA «iilirni«iiiiifi to rrmny firivtttiori« unA i 
iiam^ whU'h will r4ii|tiir«i « ftti'iuly nnJ ahf-p^rft 
|Mfr U> Nurtnoutit. From tliif firU'MH of \m 
ruUm fff wflf(M urifl Inb/Mjr, nrifl (hif ml 1119 ^^ pi 
whii;lf hiiv<f hium f(ii^<fn, unij for ihi9 tuuiut 
whtiih, I think f <-jin plii<l|(it my «!rit/tit, mrif 
will Im «frfiilil«f«l to form «om<t ju'l^mi'nt for t 
«o fitr M writ(«?n «tttt<'mfiit« nvnil ; ftnfl I wi 
NKwifi rtf\mHif thftt IJffpAr i/nrin/lfi i;i?rtMfnly 1 
to mn MMMitfl with iJI tho iM»lirl mnti'riHU «^ 
huppinAiM, irMli«pi?rifh?n«'^ nrirt romfort. If 01 
«hM i« to ronliriiiff in fHj|Hhifir(% or ivhi'fi th«f 
will Hrr'wi: when th^ |mn'ritul t.i<? \n to h«r «< 
iir«f f I unction «, mom«rriUpijii iiiJ««if<l, hut fti^M 
mtlviu It mimt, howi;v<Tr, Im* th<! titininuH th 
*^Vfry pf&triotii; llrit^^n uwl iUiitwlttiu^ that, i 
whmi It umy^ or how it rrmy, n ronlml npirit t 
twd r^irii'<Hi«iori nri't ^o/wl will «hfill form th<« I 
Mn^\np^ it Up nri n/l jiutmfnt. In thit, nnd 
/ii^MT t/wi;/, v.M\ <rith<tr ^.ountry ho|i<* to /ti;rfv<9 1 
»ii«;ririty or U4\vMiitip;i% 

I flhull now vjifW.UuU^ iU'm portimi «rf my 
with ftomo Tfihh'ii^ flr^wn from wturvi'M Pt^tin 
thimtir,, though <lifl'irrirnt from thfM<? nlr^'ftily n 
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n labour, per pair, 
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1 for a pair of horses, 
sfor do. do. 
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larrow, 

lains to drag trees, each 
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Produce. 
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Woffes and Labour. 

a man for farm- work, with board, per 

b, ..'... h ^ L»2 10 

'emale for ordinaj^ house^work, per month, 1 10 

ter per day, . • 5 

nith on job per month, ... 450 

a set of shoes, 10 

Qg per acre, 1 10 

I (collecting and dragging) do. . . 10 

ry fencing of split rails, per rood, . Oil 

d rail fencing, per rood, . . . 1 10 

and harrowing per acre, . . . (^ 5 ^ 
*B wagee (6nd themselves) per day, • ^ b ^ 
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i>Mn mon Uiiouren Mt I iidiiin corn or pi$iuio work^ 600 L»$ I ( 
H^b«Mt, r«ftp«d« and Iwulad iuto ricluyard Mud 

■Clicked, p«r acre, . . . , . 1 I 

Thnwhing aod nriniiowiiig, per buitbel, 6 < 



each. 



12 to 



Household Fumiture, 

Ilandjkime nideboard, t vo door», and ftire draver», 

Mecretary or nrritiag-table, 

8ofiM, . . . • . 

Did ing- table*— three to a set, 

Bureaun, nix dravem, • 

Do. do. plain, • 

Do« irltb four drairen, • 

Breakfiuft-talden, , 

Black nraliiut chalrn, hair.UHtomi, 

Omimon H^ind«or cliair, each, 

Draviun^room table, claw fi»et. 

Do. do. d/j. plain, 

Bedi»teadj», high pohtK, 

Tent do. . • • . 

DreMJng-tabJe and iirfi*liKtand, 

Double Mriuibiitand, . 

Light ira«b»tand, . 

Ladle** work-table, 



L.I5 
10 



15 
7 
h 
4 
$ 
I 



i 

I 

• I 

• I 

• I 

• I 

• I 

1 • 
lU • 
9 14 
7 11 I 
4 19 
2 • 
1 10 
1 10 
110 

12 

1 10 



I 
I 

if 



Tlieae ariutlm lira handaoinely and sulwtaiitiaOf 
finished; and the native wcK>dHy Kuch a« bird'o-Oft 
maple, black walnut, binJi, elm, oak, elierry^, i^e.lip' 
ply excellent and beautiful materiaLi. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

^owBof Buffiiloe— The Banlc-^mericaii Hotels— .Track-Boat 
OB the Erie Canal for Rochester — Floating Menagerie — De- 
posit of Fossil Wood in progress to CoaL— Anecdotes of New 
Oileans by an American Traveller. 

HAVINO9 with sincere regret, for the present, bid 
idiea to Canada, I am now to offer a few cursory 
rnarks npon my homeward route through the Uni- 
ted States, which, however insignificant, may yet 
prove acceptable, as the result of candid and unpre- 
jidieed obserration. 

There is perhaps nothing more difficult in the 
note-book of an American traveller, than to assign 
tkeir due and proper status to the places which he 
may visit on the Western Continent, where a mill 
^ a few paltry stores or shops start, as it were by 
Quigic, into importance, and where he will hear of 
tbe busy transactions o£ men, carried on in villages 
Or towns, which he may look for in vain upon his 
map. Bnffaloe was becoming a place of some im- 
portance in 1814, when it was burnt by the British 
in a hostile incursion, and would, in our old jog^irat 
part of the world, have been most probably thereby 
utterly extinguished, or thrown back for a long aud 
indeBnite period. Not so, howevei, lieT^. 

1.^ 



164 TOWK OF JHeFFALOS* 

A spirit of enterpriie, whioh, without doabt, dit' 
racterises the citiieni of America, forbade the locil 
advantages of such a place to remain dormant. Tk 
town is now rapidly advancing in wealth and tradfl^ 
foil of buMtling merchants, and stores amp] j provided 
with the products of every qmuter of the globsi 
The navigation of the g^at inland seas, and of the 
Grand Canal, here uniting, must conform the proife^ 
rity of Buffaloe, and the influx of emigrants flowiqf 
through it, to secure the rich and virgin treasureirf 
the western lands, is almost without example. At 
this time the numbers were such, that it requind 
compulsory measures to dear the decks of the dsilj 
steamers upon Lake Erie. The population of Bst 
foloe (I believe) at this time, is about 7000. 

Besides the concourse of strangers common to tke 
season, the town was particularly crowded, during 
my visit, from the interest excited by the ineorpon- 
tion of a new bank, of which the shares were to bo 
at this time apportioned, and being considered an 
extremely good investment, a downright scramUe 
ensued for the stock. The capital bad been fosed by 
the State Legislature at 200,000 dollars, but in a few 
minuted a million and a half were subscribed, and the 
greatest disappointment expressed by those who had 
failed to obtain shares, and many of whom had come 
a great distance for that purpose. The dividend 
was expected at once to reach 10 per cent. 

Banking has been one of the e£Pective agents by 
which America has advanced in her wonderful ca- 
reer, and has there, as eW^^\kBt^> «!^^\\ft\\sv'NK«\cf 
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Ante distrening flnctoations which must erer at- 
tend an QBtabfltantial degree of credit, and an nn- 
lindted paper circulation. The free and independent 
character of the goTemment and people, joined to a 
degree of jealonsy which exists between die diffe* 
rent Slates, fostered the nndae growth of banking 
ertaUishments, while many were started for merely 
leed and selfish purposes, with little more than a fic- 
Aioas or frandnlent foundation. 

This eril has, however, been in a great measure 

ometed at lengtii in the State of New York. In 

1889, an act was passed, of which die principle is to 

Neme the public against loss from die fstilure of in- 

dhridnal banks, by requiring an annual deposit from 

eidi of one-half of one per cent, on its capital stock 

]iiid in. There are various checks and provisions 

ksring upon the same point, the whole is placed 

Older a board of commissioners, and the loss which 

imy at anytime occur by die failure of a bank to 

tteet its engagements, is thus made good to credi- 

lois from the Safety Fund. It is quite obvious how 

essentially this must tend to preserve confidence and 

credit, and how efieetually it must prevent fictitious 

h w^™»g establishments from injuring die' public 

Insdirent firms are regularly registered and announ- 

eed in the almanack of the year. 

SVom the state of the town, and the respectable 
dunrader of our hotel (the Eagle), it was crowded 
to excess, and die bar-room presented that mixed 
multitude, which, in such cases, are generally as- 
Med* By Hur the greater por^n of o\ix ^goei^ 
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were highly respectahle in manners and appearance; 
while others, no donbt, exhibited a certain w(M 
be janty air of importance, Indicrons enough, but 
forming the exception, and not the mle. In A]ll^ 
rican hotels of an inferior rank, or in the semibv" 
barons regions of the west, a more heterogeneoniM- 
semblage may be looked for, bnt it is nothing dn 
than wilfnl malice to astonish John BuU, hy pressil* ^ 
ing such as a fair sample of Brother JomaAeait lift 
and conversation, and it is no great wonder that nok 
freedoms should give offence. How indignant wwU 
we feel, at beholding a picture of English societf 
drawn from a skittle-gronnd, or the pablic room rf 
a paltry eating-honse, a second rate tavern, or 
humble inn I Or what should we say to the fidditf 
and candour of that pencil, which would seek to Cfr* 
lighten the citizens of New York upon the hi» 
tnonde of a London Theatre, by presenting them with 
a dress circle^ taken from the Cobourg or Saddlei^i 
Wells? Such impositions, however, have beei 
palmed upon us, and received in a manner far more 
flattering than they deserved. At the same time, it 
is foolish to be angry, as we know well the value of 
a good laugh, which the many are ever ready to in- 
dulge, without feeling over scrupulous as to the ex- 
citing cause. 

In those parts of America where travelling is yet 
in its infancy, and accommodations are yet rude, yoa 
may find half a dozen strangers disposed of in one 
apartment for the night. Here prudence will sug- 
gest the expediency oi ^toVy^va^ «d^\&%\. \s!:\%vik»^ 
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n regard to mevm and Actfm, for nnquedtionably 
nich do occur. A young friend of mine, not over 
circamspect in those matters, was surprised upon 
examining the toilet-table of his bed-room in Detroit, 
to find himself minus a pocket^mpass, and some 
oAer tempting nick-nacks. A very personable, de- 
eent-looking man, who proved to be an earfy riser, 
had fimcied them, and long before the loss was dis- 
eorered, had taken his departure beyond recall to the 

wesL But it is time to go to bed, and Dr D 

aid I, who were billeted together, having discussed 
aD the merits of the Huron track over sundry pota- 
tioBi of most respectable whisky-toddy, at last turn- 
ed in. It was not long ere my friend gave unequivocal 
vrid^Dce of profound repose ; but the night was sul- 
tfj, and my own slumbers were somewhat retarded 
by the most vivid lightning I had ever witnessed. 
The thunder rolled in heavy peals, though without 
tlte slightest annoyance to the Doctor, and the rain 
poured down in torrents, the whole being succeeded 
by a fresh and delightful morning. Such summer- 
Btorms are not unfrequent in Canada, and have a 
perceptible and genial influence in modiiying the 
^ervent heat of the season. 

Friday, May 20. — I took my departure this mor- 
dng from BufiFaloe, by the track-boat on the Erie 
}anal, for Rochester, a distance of 94 miles. Fare 
i^ doUars, or 15s. 9d., three capital meals included, 
rhese boats are much in use by travellers ; they are 
noderate in their charges, comfortable and well re- 
lilated. The cabins are provided m\Ni X^oc^ii^ ^sA 
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punpUetf, and the teUe. tbmniamtitf wapplmi wilk 
good eheer. The npper deek affbide m pleaMuit |nK 
meude^ with fine yiewi of the comtrfy Ann^ 
which we glide nnoothly along, thoogh rather fr»« 
qnendy interrupted by innumerable InridgeB vpsa 
tiie canal, to near the decki that it is absolutely » 
dispensable to descend upon approaching tfaok 
The rules for the cabin, it may be said, prove Mf 
own neeessii^ i but still they are well adapted to 
check freedoms of individuals, which might inoom* 
mode the general company. I had not been long oa 
board, when I was amused with the'diseomfitoierf 
a oonseqnentiat-looking gentleman, who had stretdh 
ed himself, in luxurious eaije, at full length npoa • 
couch. So soon as he was observed, the steward 
was at him, very civilly giving a hint as to regvb^ 
tionSf — answered by a broad stare of astonishmest 
at his freedom. At him again, — a second stare, ia- 
tended to be very terrific, and followed by a grumpb j 
but, alaa I next came the captain himself, who wbit* 
pered a few words into the ear of onr hero, whicb, I 
doubt not, contained an alternative of stepping 
ashore, for the great man was forced to succumb, and 
sally forth upon deck, there to digest the affront ai 
he best might, and cool his offended dignity, or puff 
away his displeasure in a cigar. 

Soon after leaving Buffaloe, my eye was attracted 

to a strange looking barge, which proved to be a 

floating menagerie, and I gave Jonathan credit fov 

the idea. The great length of the canal, and tM 

rich improving coimtrj ^\vViV Hx \w\«!R*fc<iX{i.^ ^ 
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ke the ipeciiktioDy I dare ny, a good one, and 
jndiciona interrals in their yifitt» with a reaaon- 
e change of stock, it may expect to retain the 
am of novelty. Another travelling establishment 
' near it, containing a grocer's store, which mnst 
ne a considerable accommodation to fiunilies on 
) line of the Canal, living distant from villages or 
nuu 

The Erie Canal is nndonbtedly a magnificent 
rk, and reflects high credit on those who planned it, 
1 upon the Legislature of the State of New York, 
10 have carried it into effect, within the short pe* 
d of five years, at an expense of 8,000,000 of dol* 
1. It is the property, of the State. The outlay 
I been most judicious, and will produce large re* 
ms to t&e public exchequer, besides the incalcu- 
lie collateral advantages which it must confer upon 
) State. It has made a very prosperous opening 
8 spring. Upon the 2dd of April, the collection of 
B8 amounted to 4483 dollars, or about L. 1200, 
1 the average since has been about L. 450 per day. 
e canal is 40 feet wide at top, 28 at bottom, and 
deep. The whole extent is 360 miles. Upon 
ving BuffiUoe, the canal proceeds parallel to the 
» and river for some distance below Blackrock, 
)rding fine views of Grand Island upon the left. A 
narkable deposit of vegetable remains was disco* 
"ed in cutting this section. The workmen came 
m a bed of half-decayed trees, about 6 feet in 
^th, and extending for nearly half a mile. It con<p 
9ed $he branches and stems, pre^ervux^ X^^ ^gc^ 



170 DSP06IT OF FOSSIL WOOD. 

of the wood, bat had for the most part heoonMt 
black mass of matter, which burned freely iqM 
being dried. There can be no doubt that it wn ii 
the state of transition to coal ; and the circnmitiaM 
confirms what we are told of a like procets now 
going on at the mouth of some of the great Amei^ 
can rivers. It may be reasonably assumed in lb 
present case, that besides any trees growing on lb 
spot, the drift wood from Lake Erie had accmniilit* 
ed for ages, and formed the mass in question. 1h 
canal after some distance leaves the river, and tdon 
an inland course. At times we moved along thromi 
still and silent woods, and again emerged upoi i 
busy cultivated country, with numerous hamlets wd 
fiirms. The crops appeared to be healthy and hoi- 
riant, but the soil to-day did not seem to be veiy 
rich. The pastures were good, and I observed oe- j 
casionally, though only occasionally, cattle of a tols- 
rable stamp, and certainly superior to those of Oi- 
nada. 

We had a very pleasant party at dinner. The 
Americans delight in travelling; and I received 
much entertainment and information from a gentle- 
man who, with his family, had been making a win- 
ter and spring tour in the south and west. He bsd 
ascended the Mississippi, and sailed down Liake Erie 
to Bofialoe. He missed the green pease at dinner, 
to which he had been accustomed, he said, for many 
weeks past. The demoralization of the Southern 
Slave States, especially in the towns, when compared 
With other portions oi t\ie \3iv\qtv,\%«^^^vssl^. ^«« 
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eans seemed to have impiested this honest gentle- 
I as a perfect Pandemonium ; its moral and phy- 
1 abominations, he declared, were alike intole- 
le. Gaming-houses form a reg^ular source of pub- 
revenue, as in Paris. They are limited to eleven, 
are farmed for L. 2000 or L. 3000 each per an- 
il* The steam navigation upon the Mississippi 

Ohio is prodigious. Two hundred inmiense 
lels are in daily operation ; and as a sample of 

trad^ I give an extract from the manifest of 
i VMe SaiHy on her voyage from Louisville to 
IT Orleans, which this gentleman had noted in his 
ket-book, on the 26th of March last : — 807 bar- 
' of pork ; 194^ barrels ditto ; 9 hogsheads of 
IS ; 2188 kegs of lard ; 8147 barrels of flour ; 80 
rels of gin ; 92 barrels beef; 50 boxes merchan- 
i; 82 barrels of pointer ; 224 barrels of eggs ; 290 
m chickens ; 40 turkeys ; 50 horses ; 82 cabin 
lengers ; 42 deck ditto ; 81 way ditto : and this 
mere every day work. Mobile, on the Gulf of 
dco, is considered likely to become a place of 
t commercial importance : it is in the State of 
»ama. 

ockport, 27 miles from BufiPaloe, has been rapid- 
ransformed from the wilderness into a thriving 
ge of perhaps 2000 inhabitants. The canal 

this has been cut through the solid calcareous 
, for a distance of five miles, to a depth of from 
30 feet, and still maintaining the general width 
}. At the termination of this stupendous exea- 
ts are placed £ve double coinbiue^ \q^^> ^^ 
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handsome and solid masonry. The descent, I belien 
is about 70 feet, and the scene is altogether pictn 
resqne and interesting. After having been for abovt 
an hour immured by the rock on either side, yoi 
find yourself suddenly emerge, and approachisf 
steadily to an abyss of a somewhat threatening si 
pect. Presently, however, a halt takes place, aw 
the beautiful mechanism of the hydrostatic ladds 
tranq>orts you in safety to the plains below. Toi 
have in fact descended the Falls of Niagara, for it b 
the same ridge which intersects Canada, and you m 
now upon the level of Ontario. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Town of Rochester — Aqueduct across the Genesee — ^Waterfktl 
*-8am Patch— Stage-coach to Canandaigua^— State of the 
Country— Town of Canandaigua— Mode of Preserring Ice. 

Saturday i 21^ — We reached the fkf-^Euned R(h 
Chester abotit eight this morDing ; and here I took 
leare of the canal, intending to prosecate the re- 
Itlaiiider of my joamey to Albany by land. Roches^ 
tor 18 well known to all who taHe an interest in 
America, as a remarkable instance of what may be 
done in the way of transition, and as exhibiting in 
^ts streets a perfect sample of the progress from 
stomps to steeples. It is certainly an interesting 
{dace, and presents a basy scene of manufacturing 
ttd commercial enterprise. My time being limited, 
I inimediately procured a cicerone^ and proceeded to 
^Blk over the town, concluding with the banks of 
tbe river, #here there is a powerful fall upon the Gre- 
Qeiee, about 90 feet in height, forming a most ro- 
nuntic scene, and which may be fairly denominated 
the parent of Rochester, as the mill-power which it 
Biippiies has brought the whole a£Pair into existence. 
Il&ere are also sulphur springs and baths in the town 
^»ome repute. 
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A Npl<in«liil iu|iHfrliii:i v4irr\im tlii! amiiJ hnrti 
ihi9 rivnr ky t49ri an:h«iN. It in iUmi ftt prmiinit ii 
M9nti9tn|ilution to uuiUi tho Ottmtmw ftnd AII<9giiMJ 
rir«r», ky » rjiniil of rn«iri) ihftn ICIO m\Um in «(• 
t4ini, nrid whuJi woulil o|i»n up » indimMi) inuliriridi 
thi9 rj|>|M*r |mrt of Uiii Ohio VHlloy. I hura no doill 
tkfit it will hn vMrruul inUf iffliMsi, or pi>rbii|M ft ndt 
rfNul NulMtiiuimL CI«MM} upon ihit vor^A of thft pt** 
nipirio Hi tkii ffill, in olworvcsd a Nnmll i«i<ft or giMi 
knoll, from wUmuw pi»or Karn PiiU;b liiok ki« AmI 
plurif^o* Hfun, it would nw.utf wan no Nubflw;ribiir to 
ikn lAnntN iff tkn l*i}m|Nfriin«'.o HiNtioty, for upon tUi 
OMauiiori kiN porr^plionN woro far from b«iinK cImt; 
and kavirif^ n«f^lof?iml to Nprinf( in ki* imufd adflk 
Niylo, tk» unliii;ky wif^kt n<fv»riif(ftin app«*iu'ml. Tb 
int4tri!«t wkirJi tkjN poor mtniurff oxr,it4;d, koik bM 
find at Niii^aru, waN antoniNkinf^. IIIn vory Mlt 
Cikan wkirk notkin^ i:ould kit moro natural) 
ficmNidifritd Noniifwliat myjit4;ri(MiN, a* ki« b^nly 
n(»t found ; and noiiio tinio MukMi;/|ur*nt t<» tko tffmiif 
a follow of a wa^^ink diapOMition kapp^ning to h$ 
a4scidon tally in tkat part of tko r^funtry, and kifarinff 
it U Naid, a »in^uiar roHonddanr^f to Pati'/k, waanUfM 
|Nfd ky a fUM!k<fNtorman on tko roail, and quimiUmtd 
on tko Hukj<f4:t. T\w Ntran^or imm«MliaUdy tawa 
fair oponiof^ for fun, and, f{ftir mmui tiuUnHfm^ fH* 
lurMnUy tmifvunrd tkat ko waM a4:tually Sa,m himtliffi 
kut tkat, for partii;ular n;a«onM, kin koinf( alivomail 
\m kopt a \m}fluu%\A Miorot, until a day ko namiA 
y^\w,n lio would niako a puklir. apfNsaranco in IXshAiM' 
Uitf urul tkat k«; truHt4*.(\ U» i\\i^ Vu\i\V\\.^ \A >3i9M ytvmm 
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who had discovered him not to mention the circnm- 
ttiDce, meantime, to any living being. As a maikT 
^ contnej it was speedily confided, in like manner, 
to the whole population ; and on the appointed day, 
crowds assembled to laagh at the credulity of one 
laodier. A poor tradesman of the town had taken 
wilfolly the same fatal leap, only on the day preoe- 
dbg my visit. Many of the poor Indians are lost 
orer the &11, when rum has been in plenty. A squaw 
WIS observed upon one occasion, with her canoe ab- 
Mihed in the current, and she herself utterly insen- 
dile to the danger. Warned at last by loud excla« 
wtions from the banks, she roused herself, only to 
Uudd the frightful chasm before her, when, per- 
ceiving all hope of escape to be vain, and every effort 
frnitless, she coolly finished ofi^ the contents of her 
ktde, and plunged into the abyss. Rochester has 
ken subject to fluctuations in its progress for some 
yean back, and capitalists have been supposed to 
ntard it, by demanding extravagant prices and rents 
far house-lots and buildings. This, however, must 
loon cure itself, and already, I am told, the town is 
lallying. 

I travelled by stage to Canandaigua, with a very 
istelligent pleasant party. The country was, for the 
i&oit part, rich and beautiful, and the eye was gra- 
tified by a constant succession of fine farms and luxu- 
riant orchards. The dwelling-houses of the proprie- 
ton were frequently large and handsome, but neither 
Canada nor the States can boast of much taste in 
their mral architecture. The abundBiice oi'w^MA 



idFbrdt tnch a facility of rwrjing the ont^rard Ibii 
And internal aocommodationiy that thii it to 1m i» 
p^tted» enpecialljr as very ftnperior inodeb wsf U 
found within their reach in Canandaigna, Geimn, 
and other rural towns. 

One feature distinguishes the Genesee comitiyi 
and adds infinitely to the heatity of the landieqfli 
The smack-smooth^ wholesale syskm of catting effff 
tree aronnd the mansion, which perpetually oSIbbM 
my eye in Canada, has been here greatly aTmdsd, 
and noble elms and other spreading forest*treei in 
frequently seen, omanienting and shading the &U 
around. Why should it be otherwise ? In Canidii 
I was told that single trees would not suryiVe Ae 
shock of losing the shelter they derired from flieir 
neighbours, and no doubt some caution would be 
required, and might, I think, be easily and snoben- 
fully applied ; at all events, the object is so desiraUei 
that a little extra trouble may well be called for. 

I was delighted to-day, and for the first time, I 
think, since I left England, to observe some symptoms 
of a well-formed thriving breed of cattle. Many w . 
them were brindled, and resembled the largest gUm 
of our own Argyllshire stock. I think some good 
coWs might be selected in this district, llie crops, 
Consisting of wheat, rye, pease, aiid clover, all looked 
well. The farmers were engaged in planting tlie 
com or maize, which is put into small hillocks like 
moleheaps by the hand, and assumes, when growingi 
the appearance of a drilled crop. I observed one 
field already in bvaird. T\ife tqnt^ «t^ ^<^*«sw<^ ^ 
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Magf and it it nraal to grow in the interrak piuip* 
Idm, which are profitably employed (like tamipii) in 
heding live-stocky and form occationally no oontemp- 
tiUe diah at the farmer'i board, in the shape of a 
psmpkin pie. The hbrses were excellent, and, from 
AeiiiimeroaB advertisements in the bar-room of every 
terern, it was evident that breeding was an object of 
■ttention in the district. I observed several mule- 
colti and foals as we drove along. The roads were 
Toy respectable, and evidently of a superior descrip- 
tioa to what I had encountered in Canada, though, 
It tke same time, I would not represent them as 
okibiting ihe expensive labour and skill which 
■Boodis our ways in Britain. The soil, in general, 
ifpeared to be a sandy loam, and sometimes nearly 
ittid alone, but I should think of a fertile quality, 
tad around Canandaig^ it becomes a dark-coloured 
vigetable mould of the best description. Land, in 
this part of the State, is high in price. Farms under 
saltivation sell at a rate varying from 20 to 45 dol- 
an, or from L.4, 10s. to L. 10 per acre, according 
o valne, situation, houses, fences, &c. When let 
ipqn lease, a dollar per acre is about the common 
eat, bat the practice of hiring land is rare, and when 
Dch a thing occurs, it is £Eur more usual to let upon 
hares, the landlord and tenant dividing the returns. 
Hie raw material, and sometimes the cattle, are pro- 
ided by the former, seed and labour by the latter; 
od it generally happens, that the landlord soon 
ickens of the bargun. A long time must yet elapse 
ire a tenantry forms any conspieuoiu^ c^^SAa Va Kt&»- 
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rica. In regard to omigraDto propoting to tetde n 
the Cknetee eonntry, I woirid Yenture to say thitm 
respectable man (in regard to ctrcnnutanoet) oooU 
establish himself here, with comfort and a fur pr» 
pect of success, under a smaller capital than L.2000; 
supposing him to purchase and stock a farm of 150 
or 200 acres. The produce of this part of the eon- 
try is both abundant and of a superior character. If 
there is any demand at New York, Genesee lAnnlt 
is sure to command a market. 

Canandaig^ is a beautiful town. The upper po^ 
tion consists of a wide street of g^eat length, nnmiiig 
along a ridge, and ornamented on each side bytiii»- 
cession of handsome dwellings, each having its shrolh 
bery and parterres in front, with extensive garden, 
orchards, and paddocks or farm« in the rear. Most 
of these are built in the style of Italian villas, lad 
are extremely picturesque. Their owners are eri- 
dently men of wealth as well as taste, and are eitiier 
possessed of landed estates in the neighbourhood, or 
connected with banks, land agencies, &c. The bout' 
geoiSf if I may venture upon such a term in thi* land 
of independence, reside in the lower part of the town, 
which extends down towards the lake. Canandaigos 
])0S8e88e8 a large Classical Institution, and also a 
public establishment for Female Education. There 
are two banks, several churches, a court-house, &e^ 
and though last, not least important to strangers, a 
first-rate hotel belonging to Mr Blossom. From a 
platform on the roof of this house, there is an exten- 
d/re and agreeable proapect o^ ^^Ei^^s^&A«DL\^i&c^^VDJbDy^ 
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eomtfy, and in regard to accommodations within, I 
MI only obsenrey that I had the curiosity to pace 
the dining-room, which I found to be ninety feet 
kif by forty in width. It being somewhat late in 
die evening, I did not intend to have waited upon 

By friend Mr D , who resides here, until the 

Allowing morning. He had heard of me, however, 
aeddentally, and with genuine hospitality came to 
■ge an immediate removal to his house. This I 
dedined, but agreed to spend with him the following 

Swuday 22(L — Showery. We attended the Epis- 
npilian Church, a handsome and commodious struc- 
tne, and heard an excellent sermon continued 
threogh the morning and evening service, which, 
with some others, I may perhaps hereafter shortly 
idfert to. The church was well fitted up, and I 
VM struck by remarking a handsome tablet of mar-» 
Ue, inscribed in simple language as *' Sacred to tho 
Piety and Virtues of Bishop Heber." I felt this ex« 
pranion of yeneration and esteem by those who had 
M connexion with him, either national or personal, 
m alike creditable to its object, and to those by 

whom the compliment was paid. Mr M , a 

Scotch gentleman, who has lately purchased a pro- 
perty in this part of the country, with which he is 
remarkably well pleased, and two very pleasant 
neighbours, dined with us. In the evening we took 
a stroll over the ground of Mr Q , also a Scotch- 
man, and a man very highly esteemed and respected 
J0 CMmuidaigna, He was himself a\>a«Yil) Wx W 

M 2 
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friend Mr W**— condnoted m to the gwrden, wUeh 
It the best I have Heen in America. It contaiM I 
neat building for a tea-room, with a fountain of the 
pnreit water in a cellar beneath, from whence a cod 
bottle i% frequently Hummoned to add charms to i 
f6to champetre. When upon the subject of cod 
bottles, I may mention that ice in America is coa* 
sidered a necessary ingredient of existence duriD| 
four months of the year. Rich and poor, town sod 
country, all revel in this simple and cheapest rf 
luxuries. The system of preserving it differs os s ci 
tially from ours, and is in fact opposed to all onrsU 
coumJbry noiiont. A free ventilation is maintaiaed 
over the surface of the ice. My friend kept his ioe 
in a small bnilding like a milkhouse in his badt- 
yard, with a current of air through it, the pit being 
sunk in the centre. He had also a very clover Inyx 
of strong plank 2^ feet square, with a swinging shdC 
raised and lowered by a small windlass, with a door 
at top, the contents being thus at nil times kept 
within a frozen zone, and yet perfectly free from 

damp. D supposes that the preservation of the 

ice may be in some measure explained by the ert- 
poration occasioned by the circulation of air during 
the melting, and which must less or more take place 
during the hot season, that at least this may possibly 
check the process *. 

* It is rather a curious fact, and I found many increduloM 

to whom I mentioned it on my return. One person, however, 

who JM much interested in the preservation of ice, at once gave 

me credence, and referred me to t\ie Vxi\.€^\%«ix\. «%«qX tdVjMA 

VuudaB ttt Korsc for infoxmatioTi) eiv^ iiQxii'v\LQi&LW«H^'t 
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I found much difficnlty in breaking away from the 
hoi|ntalitie8 of Canandaigna, and waa especially 
tempted by D to accompany him on a wedding 

trip to a rery beautiful district, where I would not 
Oily have seen how such a£Pairs are conducted here, 

aired inatructions bo simple, that I shall venture to transcribe 
ti^ nibBtance of his letter. He recommends to choose — 

Uif A quiet sheltered spot in a plantation, well shaded by 
tiU and umbrageous trees, in a way to be protected from sua 
aid wind. 

Vf The ice, when collected, is to be well broken^ and formed 
iito 1 Gone» 15 or 20 feet in diameter at the base, and graduaUj 
tiering to its apex, the height being nearly the same as the 
timeter at the bottom, and this size of a cone will require 
ftn 100 to 150 carts of ice. In packing it, men are employed, 
CMitantly smashing and breaking the ice with wooden maUets, 
M it is impossible to pound it too smalL 

td^ When thus formed, the mass should stand a few weeks 
closed, eyen although the weather may be fresh, by which it 
vfllnm together and consolidate into one great lump of solid 

4A, It is now to be thatched, like a stack, with barley straw, 
ilNmt twice the thickness laid upon a stack of oats. Barley 
itanr is found to be decidedly superior to any other, packing 
itte dose, and excluding the air more completely than that 
tf vheat or of oats. 

fiA, In mild winters when ice cannot be procured, snow may 
W labstituted and treated in the same way, only requiring 
lure beating and tramping together, and it is useful to dash 
Viter over it occasionally during the work, as it thus becomes 
Hke solid ice. It also succeeds well to mix snow and ice to- 
iBtfaer. Ice may be preserved in this way for three years. Salt 
Uinever proved useful, nor any difference been observed from 
Hi addition. The ice from the cone is found more powerful 
tUn what is taken from the ice-house, one-half the quantity of 
COBS ice producing the same congealing effects as double the 
^Bttitity from the house. Except for the convenience of pre- 
^vmgmeat, Ac in hot weather, ice-houaea miglbi'^^ «ii\.\£^^ 
^^fpeaged with. 
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bot might IwYe inipected the Wadiwoith fmnn, pfo- 
hably the best managed in the States. My tin^ 
however, was ranning fast away, and I was forced to 
deny myself this and many other pleasant excorgioiML 
A gentleman had traveUed with me from Rocheitar 
to Canandaigna, who proved to be the cashier or 
agent of an Albany bank, in the habit of making re- 
gular joameys with specie to oonntry hranehea I 
discovered this by noticing a box belonging to Us 
knocking abont in the lobby of the hotel, and obierr- 
ing every fellow that passed honouring it with a ■f* 
nificant rattle, which perfectly announced its oonteala 
Upon expressing some sorprise to the owner at tUi 
apparent indifference, he assured me that it never 
occasioned him a moment's uneasiness, that snchwai 
his usual practice, and that he had no appreheiuion 
of any danger ; a degree of faith, which I prenmie 
few Lombard Street travellers would feel warranted 
in manifesting upon the roads of England. 
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CHAPTER XVL 

Town of Genevan-Value of Land>JSmall Town of Auburn— 
Its State Prisonp— Journey to Utica — The Town — Road 
to Schenectady — Sir William Johnston — Travelling from 
Schenectady to Albany — Return by Steamer to New York — 
Altered Face of the Country. 

I LEFT Canandaig^ at an early hour upon Mon- 
day. The morning was rather cool, but we had a 
pleasant drive of three hours to Geneva, sixteen 
miles. Crops of all kinds looked well, and the cat* 
tie were of a good stamp. The soil generally seemed 
to be light. The face of the country is undulating, 
and presents several of those terraces which may be 
remarked in various parts of the world, and which 
are ascribed by geologists to powerful currents which 
have at some period swept along the face of our 
globe. Greneva is a thriving and a pleasant town, 
upon a rising bank overhanging the Seneca lake. 
It wore an air of especial beauty this morning. The 
ton shone with uncommon splendour upon the land- 
scape, and the lake was calm and pellucid as a mir- 
ror. The foliage and verdure exhibited all the 
freshness of spring, and the villas and houses had 
just assumed their annual garb of painting, white- 
washing, and cleaning. Merchants and farmers 
seemed involved in business, and 1i\i^ «i&^tl<& ^^- 
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I^ether waa cheerfiil and pleaauiy. I reomTed At 

most polite attention from Air F , who it a laal 

agent here, acrti being still one of the gr e at stspbi 
of the country. 

Land in cultivated fiums fetches from twenty ti 
forty dollars per acre. The return of wheat is ge- 
nendly from 25 to 50 bushels per acre. Some p0i^ 
tions of (Jenesee are uncommonly fertile. I obsem 
in the prise list of an Agricultural Sodety in 181S^ 
that wheat yielded 80 bushels or 10 quarters per 
acre, barley S4 bushels, pease 32 bushels^ and h* 
dian com 182 bushels per acre. These crops won 
raised in Ontario county, and twelve, fifteen, nd 
eighteen successive and productive cropa" of lAert 
are frequently noticed as having been raised withoil 
perceptible difference or detriment. Mr J— ^*j 
from Scotland, made a purchase some years ago up* 
on the banks of the lake ; he deals largely, I undo^ 
stand, in cattle, and is doing well. He has begun to 

use lime with great benefit Mr S , an Englishmas, 

has introduced white-thorn hedges with entire wa^ 
cess, and there can be little doubt that they will thrivOi 
I saw some in a most healthy condition both here 
and at Canandaigua. It is particularly requisite to 
guard against drought, and for which reason it is 
preferable to plant in a trench than upon a bank 
The Englishman's farm was for sale. A friend of 
mine who looked at it some time subsequent to my 
visit, describes it as containing 250 acres of good 
loam and some indifPerent day, well watered, bnt 
without any mill-power. Th« wVvesi^ end Indian 
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n were exceUent. The hedges thriving and in 
}d order, with a double rail fence. The mansion- 
ise and offices were very respectable. The prioe 
:ed was 25 dollars per acre, or £ 1406, 5s. in whole 
the farm. I shonld consider Greneva a healthy and 
arable place of residence, possessing good society, 
1 where many delightful houses, with gardens 
king down upon the lake, may be had for a rent 
£30 or £40 per annum. 1 visited the empty 

Dsion of my friend W , then upon his voyage 

m Britain, and found Commodore in great health 
I condition, a horse imported by him some years 
» to improve the stock, and, to judge from a three 
t old chestnut colt, then in breaking tackle, the 
»eriment would appear to have succeeded well. 
[ left Geneva in the stage for Auburn at 2 o'clock. 
) made rather a tedious halt at a house in the out- 
rts of the town, when, to deprecate our impa- 
ice, Uie stage-owner whispered that there was a 
rriage in progress, and by-and-by the blushing 
it^ her spouse, with a male and female friend, en-> 
}d our vehicle, and off we drove. Some sweeps 
lie road presented charming views of the town, 
villas, and the lake, as we passed round its east- 
extremity, and, without any particular occur- 
oe we reached Auburn about eight. Auburn is 
leat small town in the vicinity, but not within 
w of Owasco Lake. The state-prison is an ob- 
i of interest here, and has been often minutely 
Bribed. The prison hours did not suit my time, 
.1 was thereby prevented from on^ i\KE\^i<eit YDk>> 
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spection thtn a walk by niooBlight beneath its wih 
The system adopted, as is well known, stodieitk 
correction of bad habits rather than vindictiYe pa- 
ishment, and provides steady employment for d» 
prisoners, accompanied by the strictest enfbrcemeHk 
of silence and submission. How far snch a mode 
may succeed, except in a new and thinly peopled 
country, is, I think, somewhat doubtfnl, for, ai pa- 
pulation thickens, wealth and privation, mme iiid 
corruption, will increase, in a ratio probaUy be- 
yond the control of this comfortable discipline. Tltt 
felons are, in fact, too well off; by which I would be 
understood to mean, that numbers of our ordiairj 
paupers and unemployed artisans in Britain wodd 
very thankfully welcome such quarters as the jail ef 
Auburn presents. 

Mechanics of all descriptions have work and ciu- 
tomers secured to them, are well fed and clothed, 
and obtain, I think, also a portion of their earnings 
in cash. In a dense population such a system would 
probably depress the honest tradesman, and, in fact, 
hold out a sort of bonus to vice. Ejamest attention 
to a sound religious and moral education, can alone 
check the growth of crime ; and the promotion of 
this great object will alone prevent the walls of An- 
bum from becoming, as it were, a house of refbge, 
rather than an object of terror and of dread. 

We left Auburn at an early hour upon the follow- 
ing morning for Utica, a distance of 74 miles. The 
day was fine, and our party remarkably cheerfnL 
The country was ricYi aiU^ \)Q«nX\&ii^ and Uie cr<^ 
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hinrlant. Mr S— — from Michigan gare me much 
iofbnnation regarding the rapid settlement of that 
eonntry. He was himself deeply immersed in the 
ituring scene of enterprise which it presents. Pos^ 
sessed of land, he had also built a large taFem, and 
opened a store in Ypsilanti, a town as yet scarcely 
reoog^ised apon a map. He had started stages np- 
on the National Road through the Western Terri* 
Uny, and was now on his way to New York, to or- 
der additional coaches, and to lay in merchandise of 
every sort. Some months after this, a friend of 
mine, trayeHing in Michigan^ happened to be in his 
house, when a stranger, blessed with more dollars 
dian discretion, urged S to part with his tarem. 

Desiring to put a stop to this, a price was named 
which, the owner considered sufficient to close all 
farther palaver, but, to his surprise, the proposal was 
at once accepted, and the bargain concluded. He 
had now only to make over his premises, and solace 
himself with his dollars ; but (mark !) Jonathan iia- 
ring been trammelled by no conditions, quickly got 
up a new house, transferring his residence and his 
ran of business to the opposite side of the way, and 
teanng poor Johnny Newcome to shift for himself, 
■nd make the most of his purchase. 

We found our roads to-day, for the most part, 
rerj indifferent, and were kept in constant motion, 
jolting and bumping about in high style, all taking 
it in good humour, and enjoying our laugh in turn, 
M each came in contact with his neighbour's head. 
rhe coachmen drove at a capital pace^vik ^^^^av<^ ^^ 
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all olMitaclet. At a wild romantic dell) called Odob* 
dagua Hollow, where a deep and tteep bank hem 
in the road upon hand, and the deep rarine npw 
the other, we took leave to ditmount, at it happened 
only upon the day preceding, that when ratdhf 
down at a twinging trot, the chain of the pole gm 
way, and there wai nothing for it but to ttart the 
team at a gaUop. It wat neck or nothing, bat pio^ 
videntially no accident occurred; and, in ftot, it 
thowed uncommon nerre and readinett of mind il 
the coachman, at he knew well that if he had tt^ 
tempted to pull up, the weight of the coach wodd 
hare tent them all orer the precipice to certain dt- 
ttmction. We patted Cayuga Lake, which leeiM 
to be thallow, upon the faroout Wooden Bridge, • 
mile in length. 

It wat rather late in the evening when we readied 
Uticu, where we got very comfortably lodged in tlM 
large hotel at the Cunul Bridge. Thit town it one of 
tlie mott important of the dittrict. The Erie CtAil 
the Mohawk River, and the Great Road meet her^ 
with othert diverging in all directiont. Many of Ae 
bnildingt are of brick, the ttreott wide, and tbe 
ttoret amply rephmiMhod. Wo hero held a cooiieil 
upon our future progrets, and having dobatod thi 
roughnott of the roadt on one tide, and the tediOD 
of the track-boat on the other, finally retolved upot 
encountering the former, encouraged by the aeftt" 
rancoR of tlie ttage-ownor, that by ttarting at eigkt 
o*eloi;k wo thould be tafely houted in Albany bf 
ten. The promise, I cotii«%%^ «c^t^«m^ Vi Ta» via* 
what problomaticskl m Togw^ to \\a wsjcxsok^o^ki&k 
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a I knew the distance to be 100 miles ; but my own 
rkfaes being in favoar of the road jonrney, I snp- 
MOMed all misgivings on the subject. At eight 
iTdocky dien, we started for Albany, along the banks 
iif the Mohawk, a beautiful and romantic stream, 
vinsh, it will be remembered, falls into the Hudson 
U Waterford. The valley is rich, well cultivated, 
ad bounded by finely wooded hills of considerable 
demtioii on either side. We travelled in it for 
about 80 miles, to Schenectady. 

When about half through our first stage, we met 
aftrmer on horseback, who informed us that a mud 
1% like an avalanche, had occurred some miles in 
Mbance, at a point where a steep bank had been cut 
ftrthe road inunediately overhanging the canal, and 
tkat we should not, in his opinion, be able to pass. 
Ail was food for discussion. For my own part, I 
kid acquired auoh unlimited confidence in the Ame- 
'ittn eoBchee and his cattle, that I awaited the event 
*idi little uneasiness. At last the scene presented 
>W^ and I must say in a somewhat appalling form. 
lie voad, which was of necessity extremely narrow, 
had been completely swamped, and a river of mud 
Mth uprooted trees covered its line, in wild confa- 
ri«L On our left was a sharp steep bank ten or 
^wdve feet above the canal, and on our right the 
pteeipitonB face of the hill, whence this mass had 
Wa detached* To dismount was almost impossible, 
ai not a spot could be found on which to walk short of 
Svng knee-deep. We had therefore little choice^ but 
^Am$ oat. Labourers had strewed \>r«xic^<e!& «ev\ 
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topt of trees apon the mud, which formed a lort 
floating bridge, but the plungee of our steeds a 
balky vehicle in getting through, which they c 
with much difficulty and haiard, gave me more i 
easiness than any thing I had hitherto met wi 
At last we got dear, and continued our course* 

The German flats, upon this route, form a tract 
uncommonly rich and valuable alluvial soil. T 
road at times traversed a more elevated part of I 
country, eictremely romantic, the river being for t 
most part in view, and woods of noble trees cover 
with the vine in wild luxuriance. Limestone seem 
to be abundant. Frequently the rocks and hi 
greatly resembled our wildest Highland scenery, s: 
Little Falls, a sweet village, in many of its featni 
powerfully reminded me of Dunkeld. 

Wc passed this forenoon the delightful residem 
in olden times, of Sir William .Johnston, so wi 
known in American Chronicles, for his inflaen 
over the native tribes. He acted as agent for t 
British Government, and lived always in the mi( 
of the Indians. An anecdote highly characterist 
though not quite new, was talked over as we passe 
I believe it actually occurred. Upon one occasi 
an old chief happening to fancy a scarlet uniform 
Sir William's, solicited an audience, and with gn 
solemnity recounted a dream, in which the trans 
of the coat formed a conspicuous figure. Sir "W 
iiam, perfectly aware of their superstitious reverei 
for such revelations, quietly submitted, and resigr 
bis garment to the deW^Vt.^^ d\\^i, \w ^\j« ui 
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howeyer, the Baronet was favoured with his dream 
alio ; and having convoked a council, he commani* 
Med with much seeming gravity, that he had last 
night been assured of a certain tract of land having 
been given to him by his good friends the Mohawks. 
There was no alternative, and Sir William actually 
leoeived a valuable domain ; but the old chief most 
aolemnly protested, that he would never again dream 
with Sir William. 

I was amused to-day with the respectable appear- 
uiee of the scare-crows. One of them figured 
in a dean white shirt, which no man need have 
been ashamed to acknowledge : Falstaff *s men 
wevild have hailed it as a glorious prize, compared 
with the fruit of English hedges. 

From Schenectady to Albany, about twenty miles, 
the country is sandy and poor. We travelled at the 
rate of seven miles an hour, but what with our ava- 
lanche adventure, and some other detentions, it was 
long alter midnight ere we reached the city. We 
had so far exceeded ordinary hours, that the Hotel 
hushed in repose, and although we might cer- 
have reused the house^ it was rather doubtful 
whether we should thereby have improved our con- 
dition. We found the porter dosing in the hall, 
and having committed our luggage to his charge, we 
agreed upon diving into a certain cellar, which we 
had observed to be still lighted up as we drove in. 
Here we found a good sample of low life in Albany. 
It was about three in the morning, and some of the 
party bad evidently been indulging ite^^ di\nv(\%^«6 
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previoiu honrt. Still there wm no inrfal irwakm 
neu nor insolence of any kind, althongh we w«» 
eertninly acooeted with snfBdent freedoBL Ate 
jMurteking of lome capiul strong ale and Uaemtii «i 
returned to our trngga^^e apartment^ and wr^ipiig 
ourselves in greatcoats and doaks, we enjoyed ■ Is* 
lerably comfortable nap, until daylight again pot n 
in motion* 

I should have mentioned the amount of the oosck 
fare from Creneva to Albany^ iriiieh was only 7 dol- 
lars, or £ 1 : 11 : 6, for a distance of 170 miles^with* 
out a farthing extra of any lund, as connected wilk 
the coaclu 

After a saunter through the quiet streets, aad fi* 
siting a cleanly ciyU fellow of a barber, w4o wss ii 
readiness for customers, eren at this early hour, I 
embarked in the Albany for New York. This ▼6i« 
sel, although not quite so large as the ^* North Ams- 
rica,*' is a steamer of the first class, noted for ele- 
gance, comfort, and speed. We had about sixty 
passengers in the cabin, increasing and diminishisg 
at various points. The morning was balmy and ds* 
lightful, and the scenery all that the most fastidiow 
admirer of nature could desire. Winter had hardly 
disappeared when 1 sailed up the Hudson ; the wind 
was then piercing, the country bleak, and the woodi 
devoid of foliage. 'How great was the contrast now I 
The sun shone forth in all his glory, the farms and 
orchards gave the richest promise of abundance, and 
the noble mountains of Catskill, lofty as our Gram- 
pianSf and covered witVi o«k wn^ q»i^t >vi«w^^ reared 
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leiT tops above the masses of fleecy and feathery 
Loads which rolled along their sides. It was indeed 
' lovely scene, and I never wearied in contemplating 
te beauties. The verdure was so fresh, the islands, 
leadlands, and bends of the river, so varying and 
lew, that I should have left America totally unaware 
>f the charms of the Hudson, had I not enjoyed this 
iecond trip upon its waters. The numerous schoon- 
st9 and steam- vessels, too, gave constant animation 
to the scene. One powerful steamer with a lighter 
on every side, like some huge monster of the deep 
aod her two cubs, passed us full of a colony of Swiss 
and German emigrants, with their goods and chattels 
in the boats, chaunting in great glee their wild and 
native airs. It is the practice of those people to move 
in little communities, and they generally bring out 
along with them their village pastor or priest, so 
that the change of clime scarce ever occasions to 
tbem one painful recollection. 

We stopped a few minutes at Poughkeepsie, 
Inhere there are regular races, then just concluded, 
md where we took on board three coursers with 
their grooms. I believe they were not of the first 
class, but assuredly our Newmarket men would have 
tamed up their noses at the stud, without excepting 
their tawney-faced attendants. The Highlands, the 
Sogarloaf, and Anthony's Nose, severally called forth 
cor admiration, as we passed them in succession, and 
as the tints of evening approached new beauties 
were disclosed. 

I observed upon the banks of tine riveT a\dx^^ ^cdA 
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alao jiHt BotiM a wfaktariD m aciir to me ia Hi «» 
ttmctioiu the «uls oranu hmag mad* toaot hi 
koriMntel direedoik I an toU thai aadk aia p» 
fenred in the Slatea, kit I a^gieolad to aawrtwafcr 
what partieidar adraataga. Tha ■ppwiadh la Niv 
York in deMseodhig die HndMMi ia iM^ batllitt 
deeidadly inferior to the entnaea horn aMu Ikn 
imprafiienf, howofar, aipeciaDy aftiv a I o« g? a| ^ f ^ 
mart he allowad for, and Mawhattaa ia ■n=hrtfl»ii% 
IdandtTiew it frovi what point yon win. A ba a ii tj— 
we readMd dm Whar( and I foond wfmH^fM 
ettaUiihed in my quartcfv at Baakei^a, wlit* lift 
** dh mode** nd a warm batli, prepared ma tk • 
comfortable bed, rendered more than niaail]raoei|t- 
able after my journey of the last two daya. 

I spent the following forenoon in paying fiiilii 
and secured my passage in the George CSaaning) 
which was the packet to sail on the 8th Jnne. Vm^ 
ing along Broadway I had a fortunate ^ renooatifiT 
with my friend W ■■ , just arrived from Soodsai 
aud who was not a litde surprised when I tspptf 
him on the shoulder, delivering himself and Ingpil* 
at the City Hotel. He had been lucky in his Tbysgc^ 
and brought me pleasant and recent letters fron 
home. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Sinnuboat and Coach Journey to Philadelphia— Intelligent 

American Grazier — Bordentown —Joseph Buonaparte 

Banks of the Delaware — City of Philadelphia — Oppressive 
Heat — ^Visit to Laurelhill-JSail down the Delaware, and 
flnoDd^ Chesapeake Bay to Baltimore. 

fiiviNe resolyed upon a trip to Washington, 
V«— agreed to accompany me, and we started 
n Ihe following morning at six in a splendid 
temer, crowded with Quakers on their return 
hn some great meeting of the Friends in New 
fork. The morning was fine, and the sail down 
k bay and through the strait which divides Jersey 
htm Staaten Island was quite delightful. Farms 
lid Tillas on shore, ships, steamers, sloops, and 
^oiti without number, on the placid water around 
H. Theze are two steam-boat lines to Philadelphia, 
m by Trenton, and another by Bordentown. We 
HtA by the latter, and returned by the former. The 
tte was four dollars, or 18s., including breakfast 
md dinner, with nearly thirty miles of land-travel- 
ing across New Jersey, from Amboy to Borden" 
^wn. It may be supposed that a rare scramble 
^es place in the transfer of a steam-boat cargo to 
coaches in waiting. Matters, however, rae xe- 
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markably weU ordered. Eftch pauenger receiTaij 
ticket bearing reference to the coach in which 
and his Inggoge are depoiiited, the whole being 
acted without trouble to him^ or tax upon his panij 
A party wishing to be together can easily have it | 
arranged by speaking in time to the person who fr 

tributes the tickets. W and I, of oonrse, kift 

together, and we had in our coach two men, respM^ 
able in appearance, who, for the first time that I U 
met with in America, interlarded their conversitiM 
with abominable expletives and oaths. I soon dii- 
covered that they were grasiers, or in some my 
concerned with livestock, and, taking a fit time, I 
opened a chat with the one whose appearance pi*- 
mised the greatest intelligence. Nor was I vat 
taken. He proved to be very largely concerned is 
cattle-dealing for the New York and Philadelpliii 
markets, bringing droves across the Alleghany 
Mountains often from a distance of 600 miles, aad 
under a perfect system of arrangement. 

I received much useful information from this per- 
son, and was not a little astonished when he ad- 
dressed me, to find him talking, as it were, an entire- 
ly different language from that which he used to his 
friend. Not an oath or an improper term esci^ed 
from his lips ; and I was taught not to judge too 
lijirshly or rashly ; for, however lamentable it was to 
find him giving way to such a practice at all, it was 
evidently not his usual custom, but an unworthy ac- 
quiescence in ^the detestable slang too often to he 
met with in Oluo or KeTvlxnck^. 
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The soil of New Jersey appears sandy and light. 
"he crops, notwithstanding, looked vigorons and 
Bilthy, and the Indian com was putting up its 
road blades in great 'promise. This State is cele- 
rated for its peach-orchards, which are often of 
Teat extent. But nothing in the vegetable world 
i«re surprised and delighted us so much as the 
reeping willows. I had seen no tree in the New 
^orld which, in my opinion, could rival them for 
hesiity, and, at variance with the nature of the wil- 
ow-tribe, they seemed to grow here in perfect sand, 
^d how they do grow ! Stems of inmiense diame- 
ter, with tops spreading abroad, and drooping to the 
Btrth, in a manner graceful and picturesque beyond 
description. 

We readied Bordentown upon the banks of the 
Ddaware about three. This is a small town^ twenty- 
four miles above Philadelphia, and has been chosen 
by Joseph Buonaparte as his retreat from the poli- 
tics of Europe, and the shipwreck of his djrnasty. 
The place is extensive, and the park is enclosed by 
a rail-fence. The house has been lately rebuilt af- 
ter an accidental fire, and appears to be spacious and 
nag^ificent. He has not chosen the most fertile 
portion of the land on which to settle, but this af- 
fords him the greater scope for exertion and im- 
provement, and much really appears to have been 
lone. The villa commands a most enchanting view 
]f the river. 

Our sail down the peaceful Delaware, with the 
mccesshn of £ne farms and rural TetT^^X.% \x^otl\\»% 
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banks, afforded lit die gretteet enjoymeiit. On 4 
PenntylTaniflii shore, tbe comitrj wis esperiaOy ik 
■tid Inxmiant, the fields often large, and the ftri 
or estates extensive. Tlie manrions also wen i 
many instances on a splendid scaler e^ncing Ink 
wealth and taste in their owners. 

We reaehed Philadelphia about six fai the en 
ing, and fixed onrselyes at the United-States-Hol 
in Chesnnt Street. Philadelphia contains 180,0 
inhabitants, and is a beantiftil and regular town. ' 
the eye of a picturesque trarcAler, its extreme fe| 
larity may perhaps appear somewhat offensiTe. 

The United-States-Bank, opposite to die hold 
which we lodged, is a magnificent building of wk 
marble, after the model of the Parthenon. Mali} 
the churches, private banks, mint, &c are extrenK 
handsome. The streets are well paved, and the f 
vate mansions, for the most part, uniform, coimi 
dious, and neat. I shall not, however, go into a 
detailed account of what has been so often describ 
The market-street is certainly curious, and extenn 
being a long arcade filled with all the necessariiBi 
life ; but I must say it fell short of my expectatu 
The Park, or Public MaU, is a very agreeable f 
menade, in tbe centre of the city. Philadelphii 
built on the bank of the Delaware, here a mile 
width, and navigable for the largest vessels. 1 
distance to the sea is ninety miles. The Schuyl 
bounds the city on the west, and supplies the ill 
bitants with winter in the greatest abundance. 

The day had \>een ^axTGL)\>\i\> ^-^Xx^islA^ ^<^as 
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ftad we retired to our bed-rooms, little aware of the 
Ktew which awaited ns. The sleeping apartments in 
America are provided with fan-lights above the door, 
which are left open at pleasure, and maintain a cur- 
Tmkt of air thronghout the house, without increasing 
the risk which frequently arises from the draught 
oontequent to open bedroom-windows. The night 
became excessively hot, and in vain did we court 
Moipheus. I began to think some feverish attack 
was coming upon me. I opened my window for re- 
lief but the air met me hot as from a fiimace. It 
was any thing but a night of refreshment. At last 
flame day-light, and, on descending to the bar-room, 
we found that the thermometer had made a start of 
about 20 degrees, and now stood at 90® in the shade, 
quite sufficient to account for all our distress. 

We had arranged to visit Laurelhill, a rural 
tavern, some miles from town, on the banks of the 
Sdinylkill, and to return in time for afternoon ser- 
vice. At six o'clock, accordingly, we drove off in a 
very smart shandrydan^ '^th an excellent nag, and, 
in spite of the heat, had a very pleasant ride to the 
place of our destination. We passed many villas 
and farms in high order, and greatly admired the lo- 
cast-trees in the hedges, with their luxuriant pen- 
dent clusters of snow-white blossom. Laurelhill 
well deserves the encomiums bestowed upon it by 
an Einglish friend in New York, who enjoined me 
upon no account to omit an opportunity of visiting 
it. The taverns, gardens, saloons, &c. are upon a 
laige and haDdiome scale, well iiXxA \&^> w^^ x^^ 
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thifi^ vmntin^ wliirh art ciin tiup|fly; but it 
found itti liif(lK*«t dairn on iUa naturaJ Unuitieti it ai> 
joyn. 

l<'rom thf$ }iouHO you i*ntifr a ran^ of deligktM 
|ilMiMurft-f(round«iy ornanif;nti;il by nhrulili^ry, andfii 
of friaf^nifi'Mint oalcM, wUona branchifN are tsuVivuMi 
by tani<9 turtlfMJov<?N in ^n^at nunili^nf, tki$ rifW 
running uniootbiy bifloir, u^itli riH:ky and ronuulk 
iMinkV It watt <|uit<; a fairy M'^fUf?, and M^ffmii iritk 
juatif^! Ui \m a favoiirit<* n^nort of this Fhilad««lpkiiM 
N<jitkf$r in tko int^frior of thit mansion witbout ili 
ckarmtf. Wa wnra (juickly imrvtui whU a breakftil» 
irbii;b it would roquiri? a dia((rani Uf exjdain, fttf m 
liMM tban t/irae'TXJifl^iMntt/ di«b«?« w<^ro |da<;«d Mm 
oa, and won; yot laid out witb |iorf<$4;t obf^ancii opM 
a tablo tbni<i fiMft M|Ufin;. M^b of various kiiuh 
<;bi(:ki;nM, bum, ^.uuHup^i^f rii;iiz«f-[mn<uik<«ify &<:. &c« 
fi^urod on our board in n<f;it uniall portion* for tiro. 
It waif fjuito a pirt un* to look upon, and not trith* 
out nioro «olid itlainiti to our nifturd^ for oai'Ji ww 
i9X<^;iJ<int in it« way. TUo, bind lord in a man fond oi 
horMJit, and wo wf.rtt ubirwn a bay ^oldin^ Mr«i 
yoar« old bolonf^infr to bini, Maid to bo tbo faifUfi 
trottor in tbiM Htal<% wbi<:b 'm f(r<fatly colobrati^ ftf 
trottiuf^ utuU'MiiUf /u/rMif^fitntu/ hitinp^ probibiti'd byai 
an<;iont law of Ptmnnyivania. 'J'biN borHO wait a fin 
figuro, about fiftoifU bandu and a balf in boi^bt, ifli 
nbowing good bro<fding, witb woll iiliafNtd boi;ktf, tan 
powerful muM;ular tbigbit. I kball not vontur« t 
rteiHtHi wbat wo woro told of bin porfornian4:««, — Oi 
our reium wo Htopi>4%d i'or vl ^WtX. <\u\«ft >ax Vmm 
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Knonnt, where the great works for raising water had 
been erected. These consist of five huge wheels 
propelled by the Schuylkill, which raise its water 
lblK>Ye an hundred feet into capacious reservoirs on 
tlie summit of the rock, and from whence it is dis- 
persed by many miles of pipes throughout the city. 
The buildings have been planned and executed with 
taste, and the scenery around is extremely beautiful. 
We attended St Andrew's church in the after- 
noon, and had a most excellent sermon from Dr 
Milner. By this hour the heat became most op- 
pressive, and we suffered much, especially from our 
irardrobe not being calculated for such a meridian. 
IWis were universal in church, and in the hands of 
both sexes ; they seemed to be large flappers made 
<tf pahn leaves. The butterfly garb of the Negroes 
in PhUadelphia has long been a fruitful source of ri- 
dicule in the States ; and we witnessed it this even- 
ing in great perfection. Philadelphia is the very pa- 
ndise of Negroes, and it would seem, poor crea- 
tores, as if they revelled in especial glee from liv- 
ing on the verge of bondage. In our hotel, I must 
117 that some authority would have been exercised 
with advantage, for their tongues never ceased. I 
WIS annoyed by their perpetual jobbery though I 
ought to have remembered, that whereas the ther- 
nometer at 90^ somewhat discomposed my nerves, 
it only raised those of the man of colour to his true 
point of enjoyment. 

Monday SO/A. — A beautiful morning, with a glow- 
ii^ shd; thermometer at 84°. TVie xuj)aX w^%^ X\^ 
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mmiiUmtiy hot W — , unable t#i rmity paid im i 
vikit alxiut two, iind found uio atrippfld of th« bt^ 
»lotli(!H, and fpiNping likoaturtk*. Tho heat ii mp 
\y groatitr, and tho cJiunge Ifeing vudden maleriiDj 
incrifaiMid itn eflfectii. 

The William INmn, in which we sailed for IfaUi- 
more at nix o'cliN^k, i» Nuperh, and fitt4)d up widi 
equal eleganr/O and (M>mfort 'i'he main cabin \n IM 
feet in length. 'Ilio fun* to Ikltimore* 120 milM) 
wa« 4 dollant, or \Hn, llreakfaat and dinner, balk 
moftt abundant and f*xri!lli*nt, were olwrged fme-Uf 
dollar, or tin, M, onvM, We priMteiMled down tb 
Delaware at the rate of fourUien mileN an hour, f9th 
ing variouN villagen, find ploaiMfd with the rich mei' 
dowH and well timbered r^uintry on the bankn* Tb 
miMwryf how(}v<*r, wati nouMtwhat nionoUmoUM m 
tame. Wit wcrt^ trtinNporUfd from the Delaware U) 
C'lifMUpifako Day, by tlio rjinal hit<fly coniitrufitml U> 
nniti) tli<i navigation. T\w diHtimro in fourtisen trtibif 
and WHH p4'rforni<fd in good Htyht, and in a eimfW' 
tablo tnu:k-boHt, in a 4;onple of liourN, Four miln 
of the cjinal huvo b<!<*n t^xvAvtiUu] with much labotft 
and thifi portion i» rallml tho Ditep i'ut* At tb* 
higheHt point, a via-dni^t, rnllod Hummit Hridge, hii 
biten thrown arroM, fM) f(M*t abovo the <;anal, and 200 
fmi*t in hfogili. Vt*nm»\n of 200 tomi burd«*n pam (Hi 
the rjtfitd. Our party wati vfry ploaHant unhj* 

Mr T , a Virginian gimtbiman, I found partirii' 

larly intiflligmit and rommunirntive. In fHditini b" 

h Af(rmi udmiror of Mr C*lay, and cumNidem him in 

many po'min a pr«ioi^\i« *»l[ V\\M\\\wVk* ^^ I——" 
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d been at Fbiladelpliia to attend the coUege 
nation, and to take home his son, a fine lo<ddng 
9 fw the vacation. The coUege at Philadelphia 
remarked for laying a solid foundation in its syt- 
1 of instroction, especially in mathematics. The 
imination precludes all attempts at a ffetting up. 
Euclid, for instance, the number of books gone 
ough is specified, and tickets for each proposition 
put into a box. A student is called up by the 
miners ; he draws a ticket, and whatever may be 

number it refers to, he proceeds forthwith to 
donstrate. Such was the account which I receiv- 
from Mr T 

made rather an awkward discovery this forenoon, 

in looking over my pocket-book, and literally 

paring notes with W , we came to the un- 

usant conclusion that our funds would scarce hold 
I mention the circumstance chiefly as a warn- 
to others, the dollar-notes having now for a se- 
d time played me this trick. So long as I was 
iter of a sizeable bunch, I thought all was right, 
mind running upon each being at least 20s, in 
le. I wrote immediately to New York, for a 
ply to meet me at Philadelphia ; but, as the time 

limited, and I had to trust my letter to the 
ter of the canal packet-boat, of whom I knew 
ling, my hopes from that source were slender. 
id letters with me to Baltimore and Washington, 

as they bore no reference to pecuniary matters, 
•uld found but little upon them ; and I determined 
nee to mention my dilemma to a goodi TVKi£k»&'^^ 
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of my owDy wlioM aeqiuuiiteiiee I had 
Blade in Idrerpool, and who u a dtisi 
mora. I Ibimd him domiciled in Ban 
Hotdy one of the best in the States, and 
pot at rest as to my peconiary diffici 
reached Baltimore about ttve* At the i 
harbour there is a fort of some extent, 
order. The soldiers looked smart and c 
amnmer dress. I drank tea with Mr D 
I had known in Scotland, and we spent 
very pleasantly in viewing the town. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

City of Baltimore— Journey to Washington — Internal Slave- 
trade denounced — Capital of the United States— Halls of 
Congress and Senate, and the Capitol — Interview with Ge- 
neral Jackson, the President — Visit to Mount Vernon — 
Tomb of General Washington — Return to New York. 

Baltimore is a thriving city. It is well situate 
^or trade on the Patapsco River, and extensive cot- 
ton and flour mills are established in the vicinity. 
There are some very handsome public edifices, and 
^0 splendid monuments of marble, one sacred to 
Washington, the other to the memory of those citi- 
^ns who fell in defence of Baltimore in 1814. The 
population, I believe, is about 70,000. A railway 
^00 miles in extent has been commenced from this 
^ Pittsburgh, and will greatly increase the trade of 
■Baltimore. The city is well supplied with water 
from springs within itself. In hot weather a cau- 
^on to strangers is placarded on the public wells, 
Reminding them of the danger which attends drink- 
^g cold water when overcome with perspiration and 
Ueat. Three newly arrived emigrants died sudden- 
ly about this time from neglecting this caution. It 
certainly requires some self-denial to resist, and I 
felt more than once uneasy for W oel^ t£v^^^^ 



\m% tiM tddrialad witari, tk» todft iNBtiiMb 4i{ 
imkiijmbp$9 AOif prwMtiBg thwMdfW at •ftry j 
ner, were teo modi for o«r fartitaie er oi 
After reeioiiiiif gnvely peihape ea tke flutta^eitl 
comiiig to e toiiiid eoadetUw, • t&mpOmg Jbm ftilLl 
some merble teUe would te eon to leei «■ 
and I beliere few diopi «dwr hece^ fa WMhfaqHyt] 
or PUledeIplii% eteaped wittont «Tbik Itit^lfc 
cidedly, howerer, a bad praotiea^ iHid ftTaiaea^li.; 
the enemy fanmediateily amafli yoo, imd I tUdk^j 
renewed Ihroe. Nodiinf quenched my thM'fb 
agreeably, safely, and durably, aa a goUet ef lift 
milk daring breakfaati with a Iwnp of erjald iif 
swimming and diatdriny withfai it. . lee waa ift OMT 
manderery where in the greateat profiialoa» and aiit 
Tarsal in its application. 

7WeM%, dl«^ of Md^— We left Baltinune lUi 
morning in the stage for Washington. The dittmci 
is thirty-eight miles, and the fare 13s. 6d. A g«8- 
tleman for whom I had letters resides on the wijt 
and the stage-owner yery ciyiUy secured me a pbM 
by his erening coach, which was to pick me up if I 
found it convenient to stop at the house of Mr C— — • 
There is some fine scenery in the country aronal 
Baltimore ; but I confess that it attracted litde of 
my attention, in an agricultural point of view. Sava- 
ry is the law of the State, and I think no Britiih 
farmer would choose to encounter that, with so mwi^ 
variety before him as America presents* I shall not 
at this time enter upon the subject of slave-holdiiig 
in the States. It la ^i&icxi^t vA i^mcsM. I mui 
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enaimce, howeyer, the internal slave-trade, which is 
■rried on, I am afraid, to a shameful extent. In 
be snharhs of Baltimore, I remarked an odd looking 
Diasion, resembling something between a jail and a 
Qnadc asylom. There I was told dwelt one who 
ipains his liyelihood by seizing Negroes, and whose 
nyrmidons are far from scrupnlons in considering 
nrhether they have any l^al right for pouncing on 
their prey. Gangs of unhappy creatures are thus 
MNmbled by a system of kidnapping, and shipped 
off for the Southern States. At the very moment 
we passed, a horse stood panting at the gate, and 
oorered with foam, whose rider, I verily believe, (as 
I was told), had just returned from the pursuit of 
some hapless and friendless Negro. 

We had an hour's drive for seven miles upon the 
fint portion of the Ohio railway. The carriages 
were drawn only by a single horse. 

The Americans have a great deal to say upon the 
exploits of the last war. Our route to-day was the 
tame as that of the Baltimore Militia, when they 
Qfticfaed out to meet General Ross ; and a passenger 
in the coach, who was in the action, gave me full 
details. He saw General Ross fall, and conceived 
<wr advance guard to have acted improperly by re- 
tiring into ambush when they descried the American 
ttof^s, instead of retiring on the main body. 6e- 
Qoil Ross was thus taken by surprise ; he galloped 
finward to reconnoitre, and was immediately taken 
down by a rifleman. This person displayed the most 
extraordinAij and lamentable o\>tusei\eft« oS ^^^vw^ 
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that I cffir HMt witk; Mt<ilitiifc.^Mrtffgwl 
kk nodwr oomtiy teamed 1e TCMiiB,:«l ki 
indflfid tkorongUy Mtiviliae4 He tM wm 
•enred ten yeen ■• e BritUi oAeei^ at • 
whieh lie waied, but eeea e d qtiite 
eiiber ewkwerdneki or iu i p copff i ety m 
old eomndes in the fidd. "< Wky," aftyi !» "i 
did yon not feel imther qneer wken ylm 
in front of the red ooets?" ^Hi^mUtr mii: 
'^ I knew kow it wonld be» tkat.we woiUkmhljf 
tke firtt fire;" — either emding, or» ■• I nn ndUl 
to think, not comprehending^ the drift of hj fMM 
tion. • ' H 

Maryland, to far ai I aaw, ii aaiidy and'jpeertM 
I know that it poMetiei tome riok diitnetfc Ik 

G 9 whoae gate I reached about three, is a Mi 

of extensive property, and possetaed of a beantiM 
mansion, which stands in a park of 2000 acres, tt 
is rare to find a country seat in America, whero 'w 
much ornamental improrement has taken place. 

My visit arose from the kindness of Cokad 

W , who was wounded and taken prisoner it 

the eng^agement at Bladensburg in 1814, and whs 
received so much sympathy and attention upon Ait 
occasion, that he came out on purpose from Seodn' 

two years ago, to visit Mr C and other M«A, 

and to cement his friendship with their family cirdsK 
It is almost superfluous, therefore, to add, that aaf 
reception upon delivering his letter was kind ui 
hospitable. 

After dining, and en^o^jVmi^ v^^ms^^ ^ ^^ica Ife* 
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eira, well iced, we walked out to see what Mr 
\ cidled hispeoplcy or, in other words, the slaves, 
f whom he possesses about 200. We found them 
ngaged in planting tobacco; and here assuredly 
Lavery wore a smiling aspect. Not that they ex- 
obited noisy and unmeaning mirth, but they were 
teadily and cheerfully engaged, without an oyerseer 

it any description. They regard Mr C as their 

Sither and their friend ; but when looking on the 
ittle ones frisking about devoid of care, I could not 
livest myself of the remembrance that he might 
pick them o£P to market like a drove of pigs, with- 
oat either father or mother having a word to say 
■gainst it. 

Tobacco is a scourging crop. The return may be 
taken at one hogshead per acre, and that is worth 50 
dollars, or L. 1 1, 5s. The landed proprietors in this 
joarter are rather indifferently off. The soil is not 
rieh, and when a farm is sold or let, the ocdipier, 
ifter a few scourging crops, too often contrives to 
pocket the amount, and slip away to the west. I 
observed many fine standard peach-trees in the park 
loaded with fruit. In the evening, I walked forward 
to the village of Bladensburgh, about a mile from 
Ae lodge of Mr C — — , and the evening being 
remarkably warm, I entered a snug cool-looking 
tavern, to wait for the coach. A bottle of excellent 
^ and, as usual, a plate of ice was placed before 
^ and I found the book-shelves well replenished 
with an Ekicyclopsedia, many volumes of poetry, 
biographj^ &c. In due time die coac\i ^i^^'dx^^ 
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and we droYe through the midst of tiie Vatde gromii' 
which was warmly contested on some high opiri 
woodland, just beyond the village. Here Colourf 

W received his wound, which procured lum Ae 

kind attention of Mr G ; and I found next dif 

that his visit of gratitude was held in rememhrsnov 
by the President himself. We reached the city about 

seven, and I found W waiting for me at Gadsby^i 

immense hotel. 

I was now in the capital of the United Stalei; 
but how shall I describe it ? It is a mighty skeletoii 
and should the world last for some thousand jmn 
longer, its massive public works may perchance be' 
found mouldering, like the remains of the mammoA. 
I have great doubts, however, whether the flesh and 
sinews will meanwhile ever have existence. Maoj 
are of opinion that the site has been rashly choten, 
aiid various other speculations bear upon the stagna- 
tion of Washington. 

Leaving these matters for Time to propound, I 
will only say that the Capitol exceeded all I liad 
heard of it, and whether, from its own merits, or 
partly, perhaps, from the absence of rivals, it stroek 
me as the most beautiful edifice I had ever seen. It 
covers an acre and three quarters of ground, and 
cost L. 500,000. It is built of freestone, painted) 
and resembles marble so much, that I was at firrt 

deceived. Captain H , cavilling at this abuse of 

white lead, was told that it was resorted to for the 
purpose of effacing the emoke of the British fire- 
brands io 1814« 
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iie?i«^ from the mount on which it stands is eom- 

7*™% «nd extensive. For its interior, I will re- 

^ to the many descriptiong already published, and 

2^ <mly say, that the Halls of Congress and of the 

^tete are indeed splendid and commodious. One 

^m itreet extends for a mile from the Capitol to 

^ Resident's house ; but even this, which may be 

*%flied the backbone of the mammoth, is yet but 

^^idifierently filled up. 

Wednetdayj June 1. — The heat this morning is 
taeessive. Our hotel consists of a large square, with 
fimr ranges of covered galleries, bed-rooms entering 
fimn each of the two upper tiers. In the centre of 
the court b a marble fountain, with a copious supply 
if water playing upon the salads, to cool them for 
anals. The whole building is of timber, and a watch- 
man perambulates the house during the night (as is 
oonmion, I believe, in all these large hotels), to 
guard against accidents from fire. The very idea of 
neh a household being aroused in the dead of night 
by such an alarm, makes one quake. 

I was curious to know how they contrived to 
prawrve untainted their fish, butcher-meat, &c. in 
neh weather as the present, and Mr Gradsby very 
ttiiDy took me down to his larder in the basement, 
and showed me what he called a refr^/ercOor, This 
ii a wooden chest, of any dimensions that may be 
deemed desirable, having double sides, with an in- 
tttnral of two or three inches, filled dose with hard 
padsed charcoal. There is a drawer or space at the 
bottom, to he SUed with ice, and neat V\x« ^«^^^% 

2o 
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are tutpended within, vpoa which the proriwM 
are placed* In thb way, ererj thing is kept iadf 
be«t condition, and the butter waa equally hardal 
firm aa if the thermometer had been 50° below Ai 
point at which it actually stood. 

It had naturally been my wuh, when in WaBhaf* 
ton, to be introduced to the Presideuty and a kU 
friend in New York had promised me a letter, wiA 
that yiew, to Mr Van Buren, at that time SecratV} 
of State. Eire he had accomplished his proouH! 
however, a more particular private friend of It 
Van Buren*8 coming in his way, he tranafened th 
introduction to him, and a letter was sent me fins 
Mr Cambreleng, couched in the kindest terms, apfl 
my object in visiting the States. This letter I ha 
transmitted on my arrival last night, and was pdita 
ly requested to wait on Mr Van Buren upon the tfi 
lowing day. I now called as appointed, and fomu 
a message requestiug me to follow the Secretary t 
the President's house, where he had been unexpected 
ly sent for. I directly drove thither, and was n 
ceived by a respectable " maitre d'hotel," and show 
into a drawing-room, well furnished in a privat 
style, and provided with abundance of periodicalfl t 
pass the time. By-and-by Mr Van Buren made lii 
appearance, and received me with cordiality an 
kindness. Shortly afterwards, the venerable Gene 
ral himself came down. He is a tall, thin old gsi 
tleman, of plain una£Pected demeanour. He talks 
with kindly feelings towards Great Britain, inquire 
into my own views, aaA.\kfe Q^mvsnxYV^^s^ruiedc 
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^erica. He mentioned certain portions of the 
tfmtinent as in his opinion desirable for settlers (he 
9 partial to warm climates), and finally dispatched 
i message, by his private Secretary, to the General 
Land-office, for Mr Hayward, the Head Commis- 
lioner of that department, to come to him, that I 
■light make his acquaintance. In this interval, a 
wene rather ladicrous occurred, but which ultimate- 
ly conduced to put us on more free and easy terms. 
The door opened, and, of all men, who should be an- 

nonnced but Mr C , whose letter, introducing 

\eak pceriiieulaT friend Mr Fergussony I had indeed de- 
liyered, but whose face, until that moment, I had 
never seen. My own physiognomy, I doubt not, 
somewhat explained my sensations ; for Mr Van 
Boren immediately rose, and kindly relieved me, by 
Aying, ^' Permit me, Mr Fergusson, to introduce 
you to yowr friend Mr C ,'* much to the amuse- 
ment of the President, who laughed heartily at what 
he could at first by no means decypher ; and, it must 
be acknowledged, that the coincidence was strange 
enough, which brought him, unlooked for, at this 
.very moment, and during the short period of my in- 
terview. 

The President inquired whether, as regards emi- 
gration, I felt inclined to prefer Canada or the States? 
In reply, I stated, that I was much pleased with 
what I had seen of Upper Canada, and that I be- 
lieved he would not think the worse of me for hav- 
ing some bias to our own settlements. ^' C^xtdXTl^ 
not, Sir, and I have no hesitation la aaYvii^^ liXioX^ v^ 
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far as rqprdt dimate and toQ, it ii a matter of 
dilhreiioey in mj opmioa, whether aetden go 
Upper Canada or to us ; but, I wilt joy,** (widiK 
emphasis), ** that, in the Slates, they will find i 
Uimngr & remark which is perfbcdj jnst, 
which I am far from admitting to be any diseomn 
ment Theresooroes of onr Upper Prorinoe res 
yet to be developed. Mr Van Boren observed ( 
it was the only observation I heard that eooU 
sud to have a " tnuuk cfAe court,*') that he hai 
ways been particularly strode by the steadineM 
success of Scoteh setders. At the same time, 
without any midae national partiality, I believi 
is amply borne out by £MSts. It was higlily sati 
tory to hear the liberal and friendly ezpressioi 
these statesmen towards Great Britain, and to 
ness the satisfiurtion with which they received 
assurance, that in all my promiscuous interco 
with American citizens (one only exception nnwo 
of notice), I had every where met with a congi 
and growing spirit of fraternity and goodwill. E 
wounds are yet too raw for handling, such as 
own visit in 1814 to Washington; but if offi( 
meddlers leave these alone, time will soon obliti 
every feeling of rancour. I was very cordially 
comed by Mr Hayward, who took me with hi 
his office, and presented me with several impoi 
documents, and all the information he could give 
on the capabilities, value, and extent of govern] 
lands. I took my leave of the President, hi 
grsdAed with my xeceip^wi* tVi^^^^x ^^wi\ ^ 
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National Mansion-House (we mast not say Palace), 
[ believe, ia appropriated to the private accommoda- 
don of the Chief Magistrate, and the lower to state 
i^artments, which are very handsome, but were at 
khis time undergoing repairs. These rooms are open 
to the pnUic, and large parties were perambulating 
iildi as were for the time unoccupied, just as the 
homes of noblemen are visited with us, barring and 
eioepting all shabby perquisites to menials. The 
grounds around the house were by no means in cre- 
ditable order. 

I%itnd(^f2d June^ — Another brilliant day. Ther- 
aometer at 86°. We breakfasted early, intending 
to' take the steam-boat to Alexandria, and thence 
drive to Mount Vernon, which I felt the greatest 
nxiety to visit. Our attendants at breakfast were 
knied witii large flappers in keeping up a circula- 
tion of air about the table. There is at this time a 
keen stage opposition on the road to Baltimore, and 
the owner of the coach in which we booked ourselves 
ftr the evening, offered us his gig to drive to the 
iteam-boat, a distance of a mile and a half, through 
streets and squares Aatare to be, and which we found 
no trifling accommodation in a day so sultry. The 
Potomac is a noble river, of great depth and width, 
tnd the country on the Virginian shore, but within 
the district of Columbia, is romantic and fine : fur- 
ther down it becomes tame. An extensive bridge of 
wood unites the two banks, nearly opposite to the 
^, but it was injured by the ice in spring, and has 
M/et been repaired. We passed tloie Xxi^«^ vo^ 
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Nary-yard, and «ailed alongfide of a stately 
named aftor the river in which she lay, ; 
ahoot to depart for China. Alexandria, sev 
below Wanhingfton, is the shipping port w 
trade of the city and adjoining district is ch 
ried on. We here got a neat light coach, 
sleek, well fed horses, and a grinning good-h 
Blackey to drive ns to Mount Vernon, a di 
about a dozen miles, for which we paid tl 
Ian, or Ids. 6d. 

The road is through a wild and rather st 
trict. The forest scenery was in some p 
mantic, and the variety of oaks surprised u» 
half-a-dozen different species being discemi 
drove along. The Kalmia latifolia (Mount 
rel), here called Honeysuckle, in a luxurii 
beauty which baffle description, twined aro 
stems, and beds of lovely flowers enam< 
ground. At last Mount Vernon appeared 
feelings with which (I am not ashamed to \ 
most idolize the memory of Washington, n 
my eyes a spot of no ordinary interest, 
object which attracted my attention was 
field of wheat in full ear, with a close usef 
hedge along its side, a convenience easily 
and which would tend greatly to improve 
baudry of America. 

The American black- thorn is also a go* 

and is rejected by the cattle, who browse i 

destroy the Virginian. The next object 

countered was, wliat \ ^oxiV^ i:^\>Di«t Vw^ 
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^here else, a gang of Negro slayes, engaged in plant- 
ing tobacco. There are probably few things more 
Iramiliating in the history of our race than to con- 
aider Washington as holding in bondage his fellow- 
meii. The mansion is not large, but, with its wings 
and offices makes a handsome appearance. The 
ntnation is very fine, upon a bank overlooking the 
Potomac, with fine woodland scenery on every side. 
Judge Washington, to whom the estate now per- 
tains, considers it unhealthy, and resides in a distant 
part of the State. 

We were conducted by a little Negro boy to the 
tomb of the patriot and hero : for, sure I am, if ever 
man existed, who, in real life, gave meaning to these 
tenns, it was here that he lived and died. The ori- 
ginal vault was upon the river bank, below the house, 
bat had suffered so much from damp, that it w^s 
found expedient, about two months ago, to remove 
the remains to a new one at some little distance. 
This is a simple building, in good taste, bearing up- 
on a plain marble tablet the inscription, '< Tomb of 
tbe Washington Family,'' and beneath, << I am the 
Resurrection and the Life," &c. Often had I read 
with envy of visits to this spot, and now I actually 
stood where his ashes rest. Without the smallest 
tinge of the sentimental, I can say with truth, that 
few events of my life ever interested my feelings 
more, nor could I help reciting aloud — 

'* How sleep the brave, who sink to rest, 
By all their country's wishes blest \ 
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When 8pring,with dowy fingers cold, 
KoturnB to deck their hallowed mould, 
Rhe there will dreM a tweeter lod 
Than Fano^''sftet have #ofr irod."" 

I think CoHini must hare been favoored with a pw- 
phetic yiiion of Mount Vernon, when he fmad 
these beautiful linei. 

Our ding^ guide looked lomewhat astoniihed il 
my effiiiion, and, I doubt not, was all the whila^ ii 
sober earnest, reckoning up how many^pem^ M 
he was likely to make of us. We walked over tb 
rooms of the house without meeting any thing of ta- 
terest, saying, perhaps, the key of the Bastile, ds* 
posited here by La Fayette, a well chosen gift U 
lay upon the altar of independence. 

The neglected C/Ondition of Jlural Grave-yaA 
struck mo with surprize, indeed sometimes with dif- 
gUMt. That a pe(»ple of yesterday should feel sonM* 
what indifferent to gorgeous mausoleums, is natsnl 
enough ; but that it should extend to the abflence A 
common decency, is reprehensible and disgraoeiiL 
I do not recollect of observing one instance of a hH 
rial-ground (except in towns) which was kept in ten 
lerable order, while too frequently the remains ^ 
depart<$d friends were open to every unhallowed U* 
ped or quadruped who might be inclined to iotroda- 
This ought not to be, and it is to be hoped, the bet* 
ter feelings of the people will ere long be awakeflW 
to correct it. The absence of parochial diviuoDf 
and the frequent chan^^es of property, with the ooS' 
nequcni changes of abode^ V\^ ^o i^ \a ^s^Jvalai^*^ 
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neglect ; bnt although these causes may a£Pord some 
ezplanatioiiy they form no substantial excuse ; and 
we can even imi^^e the National Union to be ce- 
mented by Tisits from the children, now perhaps 
settled upon the liifississippi or Ohio, to the sacred 
spot ivhere, on the banks of the Hudson or Connec- 
tiatt, may rest the ashes of their fathers. 

We returned to the city, and in the afternoon 
proceeded to Baltimore. The only object of inte- 
nd on the road occurred after sunset, when the fo- 
mt, in its deepest recesses, assumed the semblance 
of a great city under a splendid illumination. Mil- 
lions of fire-flies flitted on every side, and presented 
one of the most beautiful and interesting spectacles 

wiiich W or I had ever witnessed. The heat 

during this day has been about as great as is ever 
bown, the thermometer ranging even so high as 
K" and 94<' in the shade. 

It was late before we reached Baltimore, and we 
hft it early next morning, in the steam-boat, for 
Afladelphia. Our boat was the ** Carrol of Carrol- 
ton,** named after a venerable old gentleman, sole 
*UtiFor then (for he, too, is since gone) of those 
who signed the Declaration of Independence. We 
W a crowded cabin, and all descriptions of travel- 
^ even from the prince to the peasant. The for- 
mer a ^ rara avis " here, was personified by a most 
Voeable and intelligent individual, the Prince of 
Wortemberg, then returning from an extensive tour 
m the south and west. 

C¥ the humbler class^ we had some oE l^e iQ»oi^- 



390 mXTUBN TO NRW TORK* 

eft gentry I had yet met with. A portion of th 
•tern gallery is specially appropriated to the ladiMi 
where they may sit or walk without intrusion, b 
ignorance, I had sauntered to that end of the Yenit 
and two very coarse-looking gentlemen followed mf 
steps, when presently a person came to ns to dns- 
tion that we were breaking rules, at the same tine 
whispering in my ear that J might stay or retire, M 
I pleased. One of my fellow-culprits observed wJHk 
passed, and immediately questioned me what tht 
o^itain might have been saying to me. I told hiOf 
what was very true, that I was not aware he hil 
been the captain ; '< Yes," says he, ^< it's the csp* 
tain ; and Igueeshe was making an excuse toyov fo 
turning us forward, and that you might stay." Of 
course I closed the discussion by walking forwardi 
but I could see that their feelings were pretty cond' 
derahly excited. 

We made the run to Philadelphia, 120 milef^io 
eleven hours, including the doltiy of the canal ■ 
had some interesting conversation in Philadelpw* 
with Mr Carey, one of the most eminent publisher! 
and bibliopoles of America ; but upon that I cannot 
at present enter. 

Saturday, 4th June, — A nother roaster. We mov«d 
at six in the steamer for New York, and met with 
nothing particular, except our extraordinary cavv' 
caile across Jersey by Princeton. The road WM 
mere sand, and the day sultry beyond tolerance* 
We started thirteen coaches, and the cloud of dn«t 
!§ more easil y imagined tVitaLTi dei^eT>\i«k\. "^ ^>ifc^^ 
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I respectful distance, too, from each other, hut there 
Bras not an air of wind to disperse the foe ; and ma- 
ny a green silk pelisse and gay bonnet would, I am 
Bnre, me their appearance on this occasion. The 
agcmy of the £Eur owners was affecting and amusing 
ly turns. 

Upon the Monday and Tuesday of the following 
week, I was engaged in taking leave of friends, and 

in making preparations for my voyage. W and 

I had made an appointment with our friend the cat- 
tie-dealer, to meet him on the morning of the 6th in 
the Smithfield of New York, and we attended ac- 
cordingly. The stance is about two miles from 
town, with very suitable yards and pens. The show 
was rather indifferent this morning, and our friend 
had been prevented from getting there. I think 
there were about 200 oxen on the ground, running 
from 40 St. to 70 st. each, but they could not be 
Ironed more than half fat. I think they had all 
heen in the yoke. We breakfasted at the ordinary 
^th the butchers and graziers, and, though not quite 
so elegant as in Bunker's, had every thing comfort- 
able and clean. 

The most entertaining circumstance we met with, 
was the free and unsophisticated ease of a gentle- 
man, whom I fixed upon, in my estimate of charac- 
ters at breakfast, as one of the leading and old-esta- 
blished butchers of the city. He seemed quite at 
home with all the farmers, handled their stock in 
proper style, decided on their weight, condition, &c, 
with equal promptitude and fluency. \ dieXi^xTCLYCL^^ 
o wake a set at him, and thoug\it 1 \i«k.3L dioviek n^o^- 
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dan whrni be took mo by tho nrm and lod nu 
tbo yards to look at tomo oxon ju«t oomo in* 
binrever, to my surprifo and amoMmiotity I di 
•d that my friand bad only landod iwo day$ 
from tba '' JCmerald ImIo/' Ha statod bimiol 
a man of iubttancoi and bad tbougbu iff \mn 
a atock-farm in Ponniylrania. He bad a va 
raot oya (and bo bad but ono) for tbo point 
good baaat Wa tboogbt bim a frank and p 
man, wall informed upon rural affainii and J 
bave been well Mitiiifie<l| bad time and chai 
mittedi of improving oor ae^jnaintance. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Wacter of the Americans-^ealousy of Independence — Ca- 
techetical Propensity — Pedantic Nomenclature — Peculiar 
Phraseology — ^Personal Habits— Servants or Helps— Respect 
Mn the Fair Sez*-^tate of Religion and Morality— Ameri- 
can Constitution and Public Men — Misrepresentations of 
the Quarterly Review and Captain Basil Hall. 

Now, when about to re-embark, it may be asked, 
kve I nothing to say upon the manners and tem- 
ir of the Americans? I hare much; and anxi- 
isly do I wish that my pen were adequate to the 
«k. It appears to me unfair to draw conclusions 
pon National Manners or Character from the as« 
unption that all is perfection at home. Yet, I am 
Praid, something of this nature pervades too many 
f our late productions on America. I bear no ma- 
lee, nor do I entertain any desire to quiz ; but nei- 
her will I insult the Citizens of the States with ful- 
ome adulation, nor with protestations of candour 
uid good will, which they have too much reason to 
^unslate into jealousy and spleen— 

*' Timeo Danaos, et dona ferentes/* 

Believing myself to have scanned them, upon 
^he whole, passably well, and having never got find 
^ Jonathan save upon one occasion, I will hazard a 
^KCMf or twoi and trust to his eandout Vi \ i«\. 
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In the rery foremost rank of an American'i peoi* 
liarities gtands his assertion of Independence. Sin 
never did soldier strut in scarlet, or bedecked wid 
orders, half so jealous of his honour, as a citiieD • 
the States does at all times feel upon this tendi 
point ; and should it be occasionally pressed to an it 
convenient excess, the stranger will do well to reiiMB 
ber that, historically speaking, their national existsM 
18 but of yesterday, and that the Sons of Colnmbitin 
to be regarded sQmewhat in the light of yoong mat 
recently put in possession of unbounded weaitk 
Near akin to, and the offspring of this feeling, if < 
certain love of display too frequently met with, ui 
which undoubtedly tends to excite a portion of ri 
dicule and disgust 

An Americiin presumefl the whole world to h 
equally versed in the affairs and oc<;urrences of bii 
country, an he is himself. Perambulating one day 
the d(*ck of a steam-boat, a fellow-passenger inquired 
of me, with an air of much anxiety, '' What wc 
really thought, in the olfl country, of the death oi 
their two Presidents ?" The question was to dm i 
poser, nor could 1 for my life guess what he was at 
By a little civil evasion, however, I managed to eX' 
tract the answer from himself, and in the Chapter oi 
Chancen, tlie circumstance was certainly to be regit* 
tered na strange. The 4th of July, as we all know 
is the great anniversary of the Declaration of Indo* 
pendeiice in the States. Since that event occurred 
four Prc><ident8 have dWd, viz, Washing^n, Adimi 
Jefferaosiy and Moutoq« Oi \)!a«»fc, ^^ >^«6^^• 
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ire expired upon the 4th of July. Bnt what my 
ankee friend especially alluded to, wag the death 
f Adams and of Je£Person. These statesmen had 
3en long estranged from each other, and being now 
* a Tery advanced age, mutual friends brought 
bout a reconciliation, that they might go down to 
leir graves in peace. An arrangement was ac- 
>rdingly made for this Christian purpose, and a 
leeting was fixed for the then ensuing 4th of July, 
fpon that identical morning, both of these indivi- 
Dals breathed their last — But to return. Again 
ad again did my ears ring with '' We are the hap- 
iest people in the world, Sir ;* and, although I felt 
o desire to gainsay or deny the fact, still the tone 
ordered so closely upon self-adulation, that I must 
cknowledg^ it did sometimes raise the old country 
urns bile. 

With all this love of country, too, it appears 
omewhat anomalous, that wheresoever the bump of 
vdhesweness may be found, in vain will the disciples of 
^nrzheim search for it upon the cranium of an Ame- 
"ican. However valuable, however beautiful, may 
)e his estate, however endeared as the scene of 
yonthfid enjoyment, or of the more sober avocations 
of matnrer years, let but a tempting offer present it- 
adf, and he yields it without a sigh. It is difficult 
to analyze this peculiarity. Perhaps it originates, 
is Rome measure, from the absence of those rights of 
primogeniture, which bind us so forcibly to our pa- 
timal acres. Probably, too, it is increased by that 
^mioF commercial enterprise, natuT&W^ ^tv^^xl^^^x^^ 
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by the perpetual influx of ttraiigen» and di 
lens traeti of fertile land wluch their cent 
fords. 

Next in order, I think, oome« the eatachk 
peniity, to grievounly offeniiye to tome Bi 
Tellers in the States ; and troly, if a strai^ 
upon escaping such an ordeal, he reckons w 
host. Let ns, howerer, eooUy reflect upon 
paratiye sednsion in which so many inha 
America are compelled to lire. Let us b 
membranoe^ what a precious morceau a "v 
proves upon the banks of the Niger, — aye, 
rttd London master or miss, in remote c 
our own land,— and peradyenture, if in 
good humour, we may somewhat extenua 
fence, and lighten the penance, which a si 
America must expect to undergo. For m} 
ways took it easy, and, in return, unifon 
rienced the most hearty goodwill, in a£For( 
procuring me information of every kind. 

In the heavy catalogue of national offences^ 
ofttimes found recorded a protest against tl 
nificent names appended to places of little 
in fact to the crime of pedantry in gener 
charge, I am aft*aid, we must admit. Noi 
world in general can be said to have a jus 
animadvert upon the nomenclature which 
may see fit to adopt. But, really, it canno 
cite a smile, when we meet with hamlets, 
cant at present, and without any reasonable 
of much extensYOii, ^^xirm^ xoAet ^^Vso^ 
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res of Athens and of Rome, PAris and Vienna, 
1 and Lisbon, CSairo and Delhi, &c. && The 
98 of land-suireyors and of land speculators, 
»m these absordities are ascribed, deserve se- 
reprobation, and, in my humble opinion, are 
r of legislative interference ; for what can any 
link of the good sense or good taste of a peo* 
bo submit to have their letters addressed to 
Git such post-towns as Brutus and Buckram, 
'fly and Byron, Hector and Head of Cowneck, 
I and Oyster Ponds, with many such propos- 
ed oBieras. And again, in castmg our eye upon 
rarse of the interesting Susquehannah, and 
1^ its tributary rills, who will not revolt with 
' at finding it debased by the odious creek of 
f Breeches pouring into the classic stream? 

are matters, however, of comparatively minor 
tance, when we look to their literary trans- 
>ns. That America can boast of pure and ele- 
mters, is sufficiently well known. But it is 
i certain, that, from a sturdy contempt of words 
' EiUglish, or from some other cause, pedantry 

worst form may be occasionally discovered, 
an example, which I should reckon a fair one, 
hich came quite accidentally in my way. Mr 
Icraft, apparently a man of education and 
e, attached to a Crovemment Expedition, 

visited the North- Western Territory in 1820, 
iblished a very interesting account of the tour, 
s work, at p. 277, may be read the details of a 



Buffalo Hunt, in which the anthor sees fit to 
himself as follows : — 

'< All who had gans adapted for the piirp< 
lied forth in separate parties upon the Prairii 
those who felt less ambition to signalise thei 
or were morie ilfy accoutred, remained upon 
nence,*' &c 

Now, really, in whatever contempt Mr 
please to hold our mutual mother tongue, we 
peal to his candour jmd good taste, whethei 
not proved himself more iUy accoutred, by the 
tute he has chosen, for what, as an Irishmai 
say, would have been far better, had it been 

The coinage of new words, and peculiar 
tion of old ones, has been the fruitful theme ( 
to John Bull. Of these, some are certaii 
enough, but in most instances novelty of app 
constitutes the only novelty that exists. Soi 
original does, however, occasionally meet y< 
A word in one of Cooper s novels had stn 
fancy, and seemed to be one not very likeljj 
cur. A few days, however, after reachin| 
York, a grave and sententious gentleman in 
tel was detailing to me the desolation of 1 
during the last visitation of yellow fever, a 
scribing the barricade which extended quite 
the town, separating the living from the dea< 
assure you, sir," he said, with a most portent 
pect, " it was monstrous poherish,'' The 
adaptation of a phrase, which I had never tlio 
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^ing bronglit into ase, had well nigh orenet the 
Ri^vity which my narrator and hii subject demanded. 

Talk to an American, or rather recount gomething 
^ him, and he responds with many a nasal ^^ Passi- 
ife^" " I declare,*' or " Thai's a fact;** all civil expres- 
sions of assent or of interest felt in your communi- 
cations; and what are such expressions but syno- 
nyms of « BeaUy,** " *P<m my vxnd,** " You dm*t say 
^ &c. current among ourselyes. A coachman in- 
quires, perhaps, if his passengers are all en boards 
^ich sounds odd enough ; and if a steward or a ca- 
Mn-boy vrishes to be very civil and smart, he assures 
you that he is going right up or right off to do your 
errand. Shops are termed Stores^ and these again 
figure under the respective designations of John 
Tomkins's Grocery, Bakery, Bindery, or even Wig- 
9ery, as the case may be ; and why not ? Such ex- 
pressions sufficiently serve their purpose, and J see 
no ground for being jocose upon the subject. 

It is not unusual to find Americans indulging a 
very flowery phraseology upon ordinary enough oc- 
casions. Some officers related to me the capture of 
a young American captain, last war. He had crossed 
a ravine, in front of the British line, with sufficient 
gallantry, but without having been followed by his 
men, and there found himself solus with some rather 
inconvenient neighbours. A shot from one of our 
skirmishers, quickly brought him, a wounded pri- 
soner, into the British Camp. Recounting his mis- 
hap, and inveighing against the defection of his men, 



he exehimedt " When I fiiind, rir, thai I wmA 
alone, Ommipoimi JupHer f how I did jfrdb it" 

Take another example of metaphorie flight Hn 
long tinoe, a British officer, in Kingrton, wm pv* 
chasing a horse from an American dealeri Ite n^ 
rions peHections haring been descanted upon in mA 
terms as are commonly in nse ; ** Now, air," fwll 
the Yankee, in language more rqilete with peht 
than with propriety, ** if yon wonid haTe a honeti 
sleep npon, don't buy him; hot if yoo would hmi 
creature to carry yon through h — — without Pip- 
ing the feather in yonr cap, there he standa." 

And now, I beliere it is time that I should adfvt 
to those personal habits whidi have been so sefcnly 
and nniTersally reprobated, nor is it poarible to if' 
fer any sufficient apology for the freedoms too eon* 
monly used. The liberal use of tobacco, arisu^froii 
its native abundance, and its utility in a newly mA- 
tled country, 'with the originally rough and nnpO' 
lished character of American society, are csbmi 
which have evidently engendered the practices yMA 
we decry. Sometimes I could imagine that tke 
8ame jealousy of foreign interference which ii fSelt io 
more important aflPairs, was not altogether witkost 
its influence here. Many of the older citisens live 
in the most profound ignorance of any impropriety 
in the act. I was told of a certain old Dutch go- 
vernor, who happened to visit a fine lady, with ft 
very fine drawing-room, and who found, for reasoni 
unknown to him, an elegant japanned box placed 
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lieride hii chair. Seated in form, the quid began to 
>oU, and the lady to tremble for her Brasselg. The 
gmt man looked askance at the little box, and then 
gnrely discharged his shower on the other side. 
Nothing dismayed, the dame preserved her temper, 
ad, by an adroit pedestrian moToment, transferred 
tke article to what seemed to be the faronrite side. 
Anon the month of the Dutchman filled : again he 
looked, and perceiving the change, so ingeniously 
dbcted, with the most perfect simplicity, exclaimed, 
** Really, madam, if you don't put away that pretty 
Wz, I guess III spit in it." 

I think the Americans will gradually, perhaps ra- 
jridly, abandon these habits, but certainly the acri- 
monious remarks of foreigners will not accelerate the 
day. In many respects, they are scrupulously clean- 
ly and particular. When travelling, I often re- 
mariced the unvarying practice of the most ordinary 
persons, in their daily changes of linen, &c. ; while 
in the hnmUe mansions, you are sure to find the ta- 
ble linen, &c tidy and clean. Salt-spoons were fre- 
quoitly awanting on the road, and the substitution 
at knives was adopted ; but in the utmost hurry and 
leramble of a numerous party, I saw no man ever 
help himself to butter, except with the knife spe- 
cially allotted for the purpose. These are trifling 
matters, but still they bear upon the question, and 
atill I would urge the necessity of remembering, 
%l^m± what is new may yet be neither inconvenient nor 
wrong, where custom has sanctioned its ademption. 
John Ball, seated, perhaps for t\iQ &ti^ linxi^ m\s^>a 
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life upon ft hard-bottoraed Windsor chair, and at • 
brealdkit table with fifty or a handrod total ttrangeri) 
it fOQlewhat put about. The clatter, and marvelloH 
celerity of mastication, pneAfy eonnderaUy annoy bin; 
while, in lien of smart waiters, a set of grioning 
Negroes, in snow-white garments, minister to hi« 
wants. He looks round for an egg-cap, and lol • 
wine-glass, like a half-pint, is presented to him. In 
this he vainly essays to poi^e his egg^ until, csfttng 
his eye across the table, he perceives that his neigii* 
hour has already disposed of a couple, by turning the 
contents Into the glass, and the shells into the dap* 
basin. Getting over the aiFair of the egg^ he pnti 
in his claim to a beefsteak, or rather to a portioi^ 
that article commonly rivalling, in regard to fii^ 
the top of a lady's work tahlo, and has just, mnchto 
his satisfaction, commenced his attack, when again he 
is arrested by an offer of Homo sdacCj and a kind 
Yankee proffers him, at the same time, a plate of 
very questionable looking stuff, which, should U* 
complacency or curiosity induce him to accept 
proves — Oh I ye shades of Apicius and of Kitche- 
ner I positively to be apj)le8 in preserve. Those iDSt" 
ters are no doubt, annoying ; but yet we onght not 
to be over hasty in our criticisms, nor pronounce dog' 
matically upon the comforts of foreigners, until we 
have looked more soberly at home. 

Domestic attendants, those fruitful agents of com- 
fort or of torment, form by no means the meet 
agreeable ingredients of an American household* 
It oannot be oxpeetoA, m ^ \^\v^ ytVvst^ w^ ^qjulX 
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•peiuDgs present themseWet for seoaring an inde- 
pendence, that those ties can exist, which, in Britain, 
«ny domestics through years of service, and almost 
identify them with the fiimily itself. Such things 
ire not to be looked for in the States for generations 
to come. But I do not believe that matters are in 
reality nearly so bad as have been represented. 
Many respectable friends assured me, and my per- 
lonal observation concurred, that the difficulties of 
procuring and of managing domestics have been 
greatly exaggerated. You must lay your account 
with frequent changes, which are certainly unplea- 
ttnt, but still the supply is found, and by a proper 
tdmizture of firmness and of kindness, due obedience 
ud respect will generally be secured. In the newly 
tettled regions of the West, the difficulty is necessa- 
rily enhanced and the discomfort augmented; but this 
n jast one of the desagremins which an Ohio or 
Michigan settler must take into account. Where 
Aey fail to do so, disappointment and annoyance 
iQittt follow. In the families of the rich you en- 
coimter no parti-coloured fops, with loads of lace 
ttd livery buttons; but you meet with genteel, obli- 
ging, and respectable attendants, frequently from the 
<S(nitinent of Europe ; and in ordinary families or 
pablic hotels, &c. men of colour, t. e. Blacks, are the 
iKQal hdps* From none did I ever receive an un- 
<^?]1 word or meet with a sulky look. I was civH 
to them, and they were at all times civil and ser- 
viceable to me. But we are told no man dares to 
^ one of his attendants servant V^TVidi^ %^0& % 
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Urm might give offence : I know not. Bol 
think for a moment how rarely have we o 
at home, to call on Jack or Tom, by tach a < 
tion. The intidioua and nnreaionable p: 
which too generally prevails in America aga 
happy Negroes, and a dread apon the part ' 
who are free, of being classed with their le 
nate brethren, contributes greatly to a dudil 
term servant in the States, which is there co 
as nearly synonymous with slave* 

It has surprised me a good deal in some ret 
lications, to observe an insinuation brough 
the Americans, of rude indi£Ference tow. 
softer sex. So totally di£Perent was my im 
that over and over again in my note-book, 
reflexion recorded, that America is the ve 
dise for ladies, and that both in public and i: 
they seem to be treated as a sort of pets. 
control of the household appeared to be | 
to them, but severe and laborious duties we 
exacted. In public conyeyanees the most sc 
deference was at all times paid to the female 1 
and in an especial degree if she chanced to b< 
a male companion or friend. In a late cle 
lication, we have had a picture given us of 
rican ball-room, where the ladies were lef 
their fans, while the gentlemen retired to a 
able supper. I am bound to believe the fs 
totally deny the general inference, that A 
beaux are so shamefully insensible to the co 
their belles. In tW cas^ vu c]^fe%>(\w\> \ -m 
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*Ore that fome particular came nmst have occasioned 
Ae arraogement, seeing that it is at total variance 
"^ith the tenderness and respect bestowed by Ame- 
rions on their countrywomen. That Mrs Trollope 
»iay haye personally met with indifference and dis- 
t%spect» I make little doubt. The tone of her work 
11 that of disappointment and chagrin. Whether 
this may haye proceeded from the failure of certain 
■peculations in Cincinnati, or from the coolness which 
Respectable female society in the States would most 
properly display towards the chum of an infidel and li- 
bertine Fanny Wright, are points of little moment, 
tave to the lady herself. But all who delight in 
Qaadoorand honesty -must reprobate works, however 
aauurtly written, where sweeping inferences are 
drawn from isolated facts, and a prominence given 
in the fbregpround to features which, with any due 
regard to truth, could only have been delineated as 
eadsting in the most shadowy distance of the land- 
scape. I am strongly inclined to suspect that Mrs 
TroUope has either never mixed in good society in 
the States, or that she wilfully misrepresents it. 
Nttther can I altogether pass over her Pencil lllus- 
traticms of American manners. In common ¥rith 
Riost of her readers, I smiled over them, good easy 
man, under the simple belief, that she presented us 
with the fruit of her own observation and adven- 
tures. But how was the spell broken, and how did 
they dwindle in interest, when a hint reached me 
that these Htnng pictures of o£Pending Yankees posi- 
tiyeJj owed their existence to the \a\)o\a>i^ ^l ^^'cl ^k<« 
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coroplished feUow-passenger in the packet on kr 
homeward voyage. My conviction remains oniihakeD) 
that the Amentons value and delight in female M- 
ciety ; and it is to the gentle and winning inflaene^ 
of snch agents, that I fondly look for an early abn- 
donment of hahits, which truth and good-hreeding 
must decidedly condemn. 

The state of religion in a nation is always deeply 
interesting, and some peculiar features distingniih 
in this respect the United States. Here a chnnsh 
establishment has no existence. Ekich congregatioii 
and of whatever sect, is strictly independent It 
would ill become me, with the limited means of 
knowledge which I possess, to o£Per an opinion up- 
on so grave a subject. Strong arguments may le 
adduced in support of an established church, and 
perhaps no less forcible reasons adduced to condemn 
it. The remark of a citizen of New York regard- 
ing this point, seemed to me to be reasonable and 
just. ^* It is one thing," says he, ^' Sir, to start, <i 
initio, as we have done, without an established 
church, and another, and very di£Perent one, to poll 
down a venerable fabric, which has existed for agei» 
and has become incorporated with the constitutioii 
itself.*' Wild and extravagant fanatics have too fire- 
quently brought disgrace upon religion in the States^ 
and Unitarian ism has in many places made fearfiDl 
strides. Still the conclusion to which I have come 
is favourable to the growth of pure and vital Chriii- 
tianity in the populous and civilized portion of tbe 
Union. It is a po\Tit,WYfeNw,N9Vv3tL\^w^^\s»^A 
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with diffidence, knowing the incompetency of a bird 
of passage like myself to enlarge upon such a sub- 
jset I heard several orthodox and earnest preachers. 
I^>bserved9 in public and in private, a decent obser- 
Tnoe of the Sabbath. The official papers of govem- 
neot uniformly recognise the superintending care of 
I beneficent Grod. No shops were to be seen open 
BD the day of sacred rest, still less were theatres or 
piMes of amusement. Public travelling was not in 
^end use, and the transmission of the mail on that 
kyhad been debated in the preceding session of 
Congress, where the question was lost, chiefly on 
the ground, that the Constitution forbade any inter- 
SsKnce by government with matters of conscience, 
rhere can be no doubt, however, that Sabbath pro- 
bation is practised in some quarters to a fearfnl 
Bitent As regards the fruits of religion, there can 
belittle question, that, taking them as vl people, the 
atiieDS of America are virtuous and exemplary. 
ConJQgal infidelity is extremely rare, and in more 
Unn one of th^ States, is visited by fine and impri- 
xnment. In the large cities, at least of the Middle 
Hid Northern States, vice does not stalk abroad in 
ihat disgusting form, which may be said to deprive 
^ectable females in Europe of the free enjoyment 
li oar public spectacles and walks. Neither did I 
limrve one solitary instance of filthy ribaldry on 
loors or walls, which so generally presents itself 
imong ourselves. A great deal has been said re- 
|[ttding the abuse of ardent spirits, and the terms 
Gm SUnfff Mint Jtdqpsy AntifogmaticSy &<^. \i'd.^^\^^ 
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come identified with America itself. Now, whether 
the change has been brought about by Tempemee 
Societies, or by other ag^ts, I know not ; but I §■ 
bound to believe, that an alteration in the nstioBd 
propensity has been in some way eflPected, beeaoN I 
have to record, that, in travelling through many pa> 
tions of the land, living much in public, &c. I did not 
encounter one individual in a state of intozioatioi, 
and but one in a state of troublesome excitesHBti 
Nay, I must say more* Brandy, g^n, &o. were day 
after day placed upon our board, ad UbUum^ snd 
formed an item included in what each man hsd at 
any rate to pay for his repast Spirits, even ia 
these circumstances, were rarely in use, and neTor 
to a greater extent than what was prudent in qnafi- 
fying the water which was used. The stage-coadi- 
men receive no gratuity from passengers, and a§ 
I frequently bothered them with questions, tke 
only remuneration which I could tender was an in- 
vitation to take a glass of grog at the bar. Upon 
such occasions, no measure was in use. A decanter 
of spirits was put into the coached s hand, to please 
his palate, and never did I catch one putting in more 
Santa Cruz than would have filled a very moderate 
wine-glass, evincing a degree of self-restraint, whidi 
I suspect few of the same class in Britain woold 
have displayed. 

The subject of crime in general, and the peculia- 
rities of the American Penal Code, have been fre- 
quently discussed. It would be presumptuous in me 
to hazard remarks ui^oix «o nv^y^x.^^ ^ «v)\s^<^i;!\» Ca* 
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pitil pdnithments rarely take place, though snch are 

I7 BO meant unknown. The e£Pect created it cor- 

itnondinir to the rarity of the event. Two indivi- 

Ui, a White and a Negro, ta£Pered for piracy and 

■trder, during my vitit to the Statet, and their ttory 

VM the muvertal topic for tome weekt. Of thete, 

tke white wat a character of pecaliar atrocity, and 

•BBued at if he had been bom a child of blood. I 

noeifed the following account from a gentleman who 

hi hit information direct from the Rev. Mr Jonet, 

tf Bhode Itland. When Gibbs lay under sentence 

tf death, Mr J. wat surprited by receiving an eamett 

rtqaett to vitit him at New York. Although quite 

It a lott to understand why he should have been 

flifled upon, he hesitated not to take the jour- 

B6f. When left alone with the prisoner, anxiout 

ioqiiiriet were made regarding the welfare of three 

BMMt respectable ladies in Newport, well known to 

Mr J. and certain circumstances disclosed which sa* 

tiified him at once, that the wretched criminal wat 

t ftvourite and only brother of these ladies, and for 

wlu>m the family had gone into mourning about 

twelve years preceding. At that time a letter 

.retched Newport, purporting to be from a shipmate, 

end stating the sudden death of their brother, by 

fever, in the West Indies. This letter Gibbs had 

himself fabricated, when he changed his name and 

adopted a lawless life, that all trace of his career 

might cease, and which henceforth became an end- 

lett tcene of pillage and of blood. The fearful rule 

by wAicb he meted waa^ that dead men teCLuo Xai<^\ 
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and after hit confeMions were carefully 
and compared with mercantile records, 
no reason to doubt, that forty vessels hi 
to his hands, and that of these twenty w< 
and every human being, passengers and 
dered in cold blood. 

But to return. 

A spirit of kindliness and of mutual, i 
tion may be said to prevail, in my opini< 
nerally among the citizens, and opportui 
marking such, it will be allowed, frequen 
the traveller. The Americans delight 
tion, and are perhaps on that account 
usually cheery upon the road. But go 
and an inclination to laugh away all difl 
annoyances, were certainly characteristi 
and in n^gard to an oblin^ing disposition, 
refer to what occurred to myself at Qu< 
at Blackrock. In the latter case, it wo 
postorous to suppose, tliat the wliole cIk 
rx)untry had been concentrated in the {. 
who helped me in my dilemma ; and wlie 
1 would ask, would a traveller in Britai 
with a total stranger, eqnally independe 
self, to volunteer the transport of a hufi 
teau for a considerable distance, out of pi 
sion, and look for no recompense save 1 
thanks ? 

As n.'spects public affairs, I have c 

thoughts of entering upon comparisons b 

American and BritAaW cotv%\a\,\x\I\q\v3» \ -exv^ 
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ffh #31 db wdl to be moderate in their mntml 
M or abuse. Hie great outline is in many ro- 
a dSke, — the difference will be chiefly found in 
idushinery which works them. If we look to 
President) the Senate, and House of Congress, 
le one, we are immediately reminded of the 
; the House of Lords, and the House of Com- 
f in the other. No doubt the real circumstances 
ch materially differ, but still the similitude pre- 
Both nations are free from the curse of des- 
m. Both enjoy the trial by jury. When the 
rican is taunted with the toleration of slavery 
I boasted land of freedom, aye at the very gates 
B Hall of Congress, whose walls may be rever- 
ing at once to the clang of chains, and to elo- 
t addresses upon the heaven-bom freedom of 
let the Briton coolly and dispassionately re- 
how difficult it is, upon abstract principle, to 
id the necessity of placing upon the Throne, an 
idual, (we may suppose,) weak and wicked to 
88, solely because he has been bom in the royal 
Our system of impressment too, however 
Ifiol, as naval commanders state, appears to the 
irican to be nothing short of bratal outrage. It 
painful subject, and I have frequently been hurt 
lie unfeeling levity with which it is sometimes 
;ed. It is but lately that I observed in the pages 
, gallant Captain, who devotes his leisure hours 
pinning y^ms for the public, a riffhl merry tdU 
)Ounded of the living agony of some milvw^i^'^ 
wenj who had never until that voyage V^^^tl %X 
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sea, and whom he aided in seizing from a merchaiil 
vessel off New York, to which they were bonad 
Two of the number were honest Yorkshire hnam, 
one an unhappy schoolmaster from the land of cakM^ 
and the others, kind-hearted Irishmen, thus ooiih 
pelled to desert their wives and families, on the ere 
of landing, helpless strangers, on a foreign strandt 

The American plumes himself upon the eqwMji 
maintained in his beloved land, and the absence of 
those aristocratic distinctions, of which we are prooe 
to boast True it is, that, in reference to state af- 
fairs, all citizens are equal ; but should any one inftr 
from this, that there was no virtual gradation, of 
rank, he would be grievously in error. Stan and 
ribbons, shields and escutcheons, are indeed a-want- 
ing; but the family of Exclusives will be quite ai 
easily recognised in Philadelphia or in New York, 
us in the sacred precincts of St James's. And if we 
pry into the political circle, should a British Cabinet 
be sometimes upset, by what we are accustomed to 
call '^ Bojch Stairs influence" there is a certain taxfi 
in the States known by the name of " Cacus" who 
occasionally plays strange pranks, and brings about 
strange things, by means whidi the uninitiated is 
vain labour to explain. Wealth, and what we may 
term circumstantial influence, have already made pro- 
gress, and will continue to grow with the population 
and prosperity of the land. I would o£Per no insult 
to the American artizan ; but human nature is alike 
in every clime, and here as elsewhere, the manu&c- 
tuvi^r who may em^\v>^ %om<i Vu^^^x^d^ of well 
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piidy wen used and happy men, must inevitably ac- 
fureajnoro/ tie over their affections and esteem, 
wUoh, in all public questions, will most naturally and 
Mf lead them to consult his wishes and his views. 
Tkis remark applies of course, to the ordinary cur- 
mt of affairs. Independent men, and there are 
ume more independent than American artizans, 
vin submit to no outrage upon public feeling or 
foUic weaL 

A good deal has been said in Ekigland upon the 
adoption of the ballot, as a mean of securing personal 
fi^edom to electors. In my opinion it is mere hum- 
Inij;, and from what I could learn, has proved in the 
States an absolute failure, as regards secrecy or con- 
ooalment. Public feeling at all times, and as regards 
lU things, in a land of freedom, must ever prove the 
best and the surest check. And I would ask, where is 
the landlord, or the master manufacturer in Britain, 
irho would dare to tyrannize or wantonly abuse the 
)ower he may possess ? Public indignation would 
ipeedily hold him up to ridicule and contempt. 

The political condition of the United States b(;- 
xnnes every day a subject of deeper interest to 
hemselves and to the world. A breaking up of the 
Union has been broached, as an event approaching ; 
ind no doubt the interests of the Southern States, 
Day, in some respects, be considered in collision 
nth the rest. Some have even laid it down in geo- 
graphical arrangement, and the Alleghany mountains 
lave been selected as a line of demarcation. Such 
peculations^ however, must be cou^idexedi c\w^^ 

q2 
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and pnnlatare. Should iidi n tiwat iadeed lib 
place at a future day, I tnut it wBl be 1iroa|^ 
abont in a rincere spirit of mutMl eolloe«ioii« fteei 
from all angry and yindictiye feelingi ; and aibote d( 
with an earnest and honest desire to perpetnito iil 
invigorate those political institutions which hate ft^ 
tered and promoted in so remarhable a manner Mf 
prosperity as a nation. Come when it nmjt shmy 
mast form a potent ingredient in the question ; stfi 
all must admit that it is surrounded Widk many diA- 
eulties. ' There exists in America an abhorrense if 
Negro blood, sufficiently glaring even to the pasd^ 
Strang^; and lamentably inconsisttat with thslto 
sounds of freedom and independence edioed fli 
CTory side. I myself heard a stage-coteh prdfris- 
tor formally apologise to his passengers, for hinaf 
permitted a place to be secured for a poor Negr* 
girl, who heard all he said, and shrunk abashed fron 
the disgust 80 evidently shewn upon her entranee. 
I presumed her to be free, as her appearance wai 
highly respectable in regard to dress and demeanonr, 
and I in vain endeavoured to shew her some civility. 
My fellow-travellers stared at me in dismay, and the 
poor girl was herself so nervously distressed, thil 1 
was glad to leave her undisturbed. / Mr B , sd 
American barrister, stated, that last year, in the prin- 
cipal boarding-house of Mobile, in Alabama, while 
his own sister was an inmate, a gentleman of wealth 
and of most agreeable manners happened to arrive, 
and was made welcome by alL In a few days a dis- 
sovery was by «om^ f^iasiK^ haAa^ thndt he had s 
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ilaBli of Negro blood in his veins, thongb qaite im» 
fsrceptible in his looks, and for that reason alone, it 
VM rudely insisted upon that the landlord should 
gire him notice to remove. These are, indeed, foul 
Uotches, and, in one form or another, the day of re- 
tribution will arrive. 

The Americans are a busy and an enterprising 

faople ; and whether in condacting public works, or 

h transacting their own private affairs, it is asto- 

lifhing to observe their industry and zeaL In diplo- 

feMy they must be acknowledged to excel. We do 

twi, it is true, find splendid hotels, nor extravagant 

Qiteblishments, the refuge of some needy Peer, or 

ombarrassed Commoner ; bat while John Bull pays 

for tnch things, a humble individual with a very 

moderate allowance, is dispatched from Washington, 

and qiuckjy obtains redress of g^evances from the 

proudest potentate or the deepest Machiavel in Ea- 

wofe. In regard to the salaries of their public offi- 

«0r8» it has been thought, and probably with justice, 

that in America they are too low. In relation to 

Britain, I believe we may fairly state the amount to 

be in dollars which with us is paid in pounds. 

Very unfair descriptions have been given of public 
life and of publicmen in the States. LocaJi^ makes, in 
general, the difference between falsehood and truth. 
Take the statesmen of Washington, and you will find 
them to differ in but a trifling degree from what is cur- 
rent in Downing Street or Whitehall. Go into the 
rude and newly settled regions of the west, an duo doubt 
a rery dWerent scene awaits us. But easi VtX^ e»2^- 
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ed honourable or just to confound the two? /A 
gentleman told me, that happening to enter die 
House of Assembly at Columbus, he found the Le> 
gislators warmly engaged in debate upon the mo- 
mentous question, ** Whether they should sit in 
council with hats off* or /lats an? It was finally eir- 
ried that each should do as to himself seemed best 
At India-nopolis, the same gentleman found time 
Members in the House quietly seated without ooiti 
or vest, and attired in red worsted shirts. J! ConU 
any honest man, however, reconcile it to his consdenee 
to quote such occurrences, as fair samples of paUie 
men and of Legislative Assemblies in the Ststei? 
Assuredly he could not. Time will rapidly alter die 
complexion of affairs in these infant States, and re- 
finement will speedily follow. I am not sure, whe- 
ther in some cases, a love of popularity may not 
give rise to habits rather uncouth and rude. Gene- 
ral Porter, who had tilled the office of Secretary of 
War, resides at Buffialo. A gentleman told me 
that he was introduced^ by a mutual friend, to the 
Ex-secretary, whom they met, in a waggoner's 
frock, actually driving his own team to the mill* 
This was republican simplicity indeed : and sup- 
posing it to bo sincere, must be allowed to riyai 
Cincinnatus himself. 

It is a matter of regret that we should find, in 

some rather influential quarters, a disposition to 

sneer at the United States, and to foster a spirit of 

rancour between two great nations, who are bound 

hy every tie to support mvOl Xo <^«t\^ wv^t vsckS^lW. 
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Without Stopping to analyze Tarifi^, or to cavil 
AoQt boandaiy lines, which are of little actual 
Worth, we may venture to assert, that, should Chris- 
tiitiity and civil liberty be abandoned by the rest of 
tiiO' world, there is reason to believe that the United 
States and Great Britain will be ready to perish in 
llieir support. 

A certain periodical, pretty well known for its 
high Tory principles, has seen fit to draw some ex- 
traordinary, and, I conceive, unsound inferences re- 
garding the expenditure of the United States, which 
deserve exposition from an abler pen than mine. * 

I would pass over in contempt the sneering tone 
in which is noticed the annual allowance made to the 
Chief Magistrate of the nation ; but when the writer 
bsists upon adding to the budget, what he calls, 
** a very heavy class of disbursements, under the 
control of the separate state governments, and ge- 
nei^ly kept out of view,'* I would presume to 
inquire, whether in drawing up a schedule of the 
expenditure of the British empire, he is disposed to 
add a few such items, as our paupers, our jails, our 
bridewells, our roads, canals, harbours, &c. &c., 
being inclined to suspect that some such classification 
will be found requisite, ere a fair parallel can be 
drawn between the expenditure of the two nations. 
Ag^in we find this An ti- Columbian assuming 
that the civil expenditure of the United States mnsi 
iamrease pro raJto with the population, — an assump- 

• See Quarterly Review, January 1832. 
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iuiii whiffli HuiM»9ti» U» ihiH, ibftlf i$mmmti my »f^ 
In^wr v.hoifnim u» Uri«h i4*n ibouftfliriJ ptmnAt i^imt 
ill MJ|f|Fifriiri(( a fjifiiiJy of twi«iiiy |f#fnMmiif «rjSfii» 1*4 
AT nnfafMMif/^a, I Mil prur.liHliKl I'riMi rrwifitiiiiiinK ttf 
buiJiMtliolil ^Mlfk<f ill uwtt\H'.r} ij|Nin lJi« iitiM «#f tiMi 
puw. Or iliiftl k<f<'4iUMf AffiMrMtftt f^t '>» r.hUilMk 
t'Anu\%it:UM\ \%i^r Hi\i»\r% tritli li«»l«TriiM«i wiMlimi wnk 
|iriJ<liffM'.«s w«i hnirft only u» MWMit n fiMfiiMl of miiUiMr 
iiK<s wlinii iTD hImII iiiffillflily Ami biff |'liiyii»K ibl 
fr^iL I ubidl not <fiiU*r M|fOii tb«t K«!iJ«tftHiMiiiisfll iv 
li«iKid f l«|mr(ffimiUy lui U wouJil bn indioiM i#» dMewi 
biirif tbn ntftUiifiitiiU ii|r#iii Uiit brnfii'iim nxhibitMl ii 
Umi (jijiu'lftrly, but will fo«imly iiirib'^ on«y H M M tw titJ 
fiwturity trbirJi Jiiin bMni ofiiittttil, r)»« lIuMtf «rl)iilillli 
jiiiif(<}fi biirif 4'4frt»iifi i\%M\ sMJiiriiw, tb<i <iffp«fiiMf of fartT 
*.itmU U iniiiniy bortM^ by tb«M4i only trbo UnUAp^'w 
liti^tttjoMf or A'ojoy lU |frotiu'.tioii, iifMl tbut ib^ ti* 
lo«rftfi«.4i U; lJi4^ «',ifr(ry biiiir«i i& fi'liiiiori ti» tb^) triirk 
flotii% ito ifMb'ly tUiSi'.rt'ui Uttui mrbnt our AHtiil/lMllk 
f/Mffit in fCof/rbiriJ Jia|»ltiy«, Uiui tbn trbol#> iM|Hir4 rf 
tbo ^\ui^%iutt% i« ibtiOfiri'J, mkI In ffM'i bful f^r li«tl«f 
riiiv'^r bit V 41 bm^n mooti^^l by ii truo ir'iMiA of 'ilV 
fJiurrb, <-«#v«f|ft, «vftb a vo'w Ui trbolofii;ifi«i uml timii' 
ouA ttoiiin<liri<'fii* 

Wbi'M iijfoii tbif vribjiK'.t of tbin ritviiitTf f will UiIm 
ii^iiV'i to U*tuU'.r a wor<l of u<)vi''.o to I'liptiiin IImmI 
IImII r(^firiiMiifif( bi« iefJih«t,i<-.«. fu bi« NttrlJ^i Am*> 
nr.mi irttvt'U^ bo nUiU*n lUui *'U4:U t'.'timui of IVrirmyl' 
VMfiito u fM«4'«9<w| in ibl} •ttin of /r////// nhdUnifn tsntl a 
jn^nn//HU'.t\iuyi lor |Hibli<'. titx<i«orf(ov4irfiroofit*;«|NrfiM«. 
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Ifow this be Iim done m petnmafidiy after haying 
pot in po8M8uan of the true amount^ which 
n(»t exoeed one MUmg ami twopence. This 
I am aware, requires explanation, and I 
4ball readily afford mine, leaving it to the Captain, 
Aoidd he hear of the charge, to g^tify the public 

Ikitk hia. When preparing his work, Captain H 

^pfdied to a moat intelligent and upright indiYidnal 
ia fhe States to procure for him an account of the 
anms levied and expended by different States, with 
tike view of contrasting America and Britain in re- 
gard to the burdens laid upon the inhabitants of 
each. In the communication made, as regards Penn- 
aylvania, where, ex facicy a very large expenditure 
appeared, a special memenio was given to Captain 
H., raninding him, that the main portion of this out- 
lay waa a temporary one, upon canals and railroads, 
then constructing to the extent of 800 miles, and in 
which 4000 men were employed. These works, it 
waa tnfficiently dear, would not only prove of the 
greatest indirect benefit, bat must undoubtedly yield 
a handsome direct revenue to the State. With all 
this before him, Captain H. was very reasonably ex- 
pected to mention the fcict. He has not thought fit 
to do so, but throws the whole together without one 
word of explanation, and deduces the above sum of 
8b. Id. as the yearly exaction from each citizen of 
Pennsylvania towards the public expense. 

Can it be a matter of surprize that conduct such 
as this should meet with reprobation and contempt, 
where the inaccuracy and unfiBameaft vsq m «s«r) 
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man'* power to detect. I Am quite prepared t# 
enter more miimtely into this matter, «honld there 
be need. By withholding the necewtary explanatioii 
accompanying sach an important document, as 
author may be fairly gaid to forfeit public coni* 
dence and trust ; and I shall only add, that it wiD 
afford me most sincere pleasure to offer Capttii 
Hall an apology, upon receiving satisfactory eri- 
dence that I have been led into error or mistake. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Embark in the George Canning for England — Account of 
Great Sea Serpent confirmed^— Arrive at liiverpool. 

Upon Wednesday, Jane 8th, a delightful morn- 
ing, I embarked with my fellow-passengers, eight in 
number, on board of a steamer, by which we were 
conveyed down the bay to the George Canning, and 
u we had no female passengers, I got myself, by the 
kind suggestion of Captain Alleyn, comfortably 
stowed away in a lady's berth. The weather was 
pleasant, but rather calm for making way. On the 
10th we had made little more than fifty miles from 
^d. The Francis of Greenock sailed along with 
ns from New York. We soon parted company, 
ftnd saw no more of her till I found her, on my ar- 
Hval from Liverpool, safe in the Clyde, where she 
W just come to anchor. 

Our party consisted of mercantile gentlemen, 
chiefly English, from South America, and sad was 
the picture they drew of those unhappy provinces. 
Bolivar, to me a hero of romance, I found, by their 
imquestionable testimony, convicted of public and of 
private vices, which rendered his memory odious and 
vile. 

Religion is there a mere conformity to supersti- 
tious rites, and even then is generally confiu^td to the 
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females and to the people of coloar. The fonntam of 
justice is utterly corrupted, and judgments are noto- 
riously sold to the highest bidder. Liberty has no 
other meaning save a licence to do as every sun 
nuiy list. The soldier understands it to mean a re- 
lease from civil controul ; the people, an exemption 
from any impost or taxes ; the priest^ an absence of 
all check upon the power of the Church. A bitter 
ioamity exists between the remnant of the natiTe 
Americans and the Negro race, which alone pio- 
Tents the latter from ridding themselves by violenoe 
of their chains. Altogether, it was a sickening sfi- 
4M>unt of a country, blessed as they all agreed it WM, 
with a climate and a soil of the choicest descriptioDi 
Wednesday^ \5th. — We have been a week at sei^ 
and our party proves to be remarkably pleasant 
None have been unwell, and the good cheer is is 
constant requisition. 

" We eat, and drink, and sleep. What then ? 
We drink, and eat, and sleep again/* 

I think there is a strong tendency on board of 
ship to dream : probably the full living, the want of 
ordinary exercise, and the motion of the vessel, may 
all contribute. 

The George Canning is a delightful vessel, and 
comfortably appointed in all respects. Captain Al^ 
leyn is most polite and attentive to his guests, and 
has every thing well regulated and in good order. 

Saturday ISth. — We crossed part of the Great 
Bank to-day, and the weather is foggy* and cold. 
The thermometer is 50^ \iAoN? ^\«X ^^ \?^ \t «l 
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thw York. It was then 92», and to-day 42°. When 
ipon the Banks there is a difference of 15*^ or 20^ 
below the temperature when ont of soundings. We 
hare had it so low as 40°, and Captain Alleyn sus- 
pects the ricinity of ice-hergs. When the water in- 
dicates a temperature helow 40*, it hecomes neces- 
ntary to look ont sharply for ice. 

Friday^ 24/A« — We have now a fine south-west 
"wbidy and our ship is cutting her way in gallant 
style. 243 miles, hy the log, in the last twenty- 
Antr hours. Myriads of molluscs are passing us 
mverf moment, and we have heen never weary in 
admiring the shoals of small porpoises, contending, 
ag it were, in speed with the vessel. They shoot, 
like racers, from stem to stem, and then renew their 
coarse over and over again ; the prismatic colours on 
their sides glistening in endless variety and beauty. 
Who can tell the wonders of the mighty deep ? 
Of these, one had always impressed my mind as a 
fiction. When asking Captain Alleyn, in a jocular 
EMBUiery one day, if he had ever met with any man, 
who pretended to have seen the Sea-Serpent, how 
great waa my surprise to have his serious reply, 
** Why, sir, I have seen it myself, and all my crew." 
He then stated, that, in January 1820, he was re- 
taming from Batavia, and was running, Tnth a light 
air, almig the shore of Long Island, when he saw, 
in bread day, an object on the surface of the sea, 
about a mile from the ship, which at first he sup- 
poaed to be a whale. On taking the glass, however^ 
he at OHM discovered it to be totaHlY &\S«t^w\.. T^ 
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head lay flat, with a nonty rather mder the waAm 
af the water; the back waa arched, and the knoln of 
the vertebm quite diitinct» the tail waa long and U- 
pering ; the end abont three feet broad ; and the po* 
itition horiiontaL It attracted at onoe the nottee d 
every man as he came on deck ; and Captun ASkfh 
as well as his crew, had all been accottomed tohngk 
at the story of the serpent. For a full half lioor 
they contemplated the monster ; and, compnting Hi 
length from the land beyond it, all agreed that it 
could not be less than the length of the vessely whidi 
was 100 feet. As they neared it, the animal g«l 
into motion, first towards the shore, and thai, vOf 
king an immense sweep, and learing a wake, as Cip- 
tain Alleyn said, like a frigate, it disappeared, leaf- 
ing die water in a state of commotion. 

I find also that the serpent was seen by the packet 
ship Silas Richards, about five years ago, off Nan- 
tucket ; and JVIr Orr, one of our passengers, inform- 
ed me, that an acquaintance of his was on board, a 
man who was particularly incredulous of uxmderSi 
but who readily concurred in the certificate signed 
upon the subject. Our frequent calms led us to con- 
verse upon the application of steam to the Atlantic. 
Captain AUeyn does not consider it likely to succeed. 
It is in a dead calm alone that they would be effec- 
tive, as they could not stem the Atlantic to much 
purpose (in his opinion) against a head wind. 
The paddles, and machinery, and fuel, would oc- 
cupy so much of the mercantile stowage, that the 
freight would dep€5nd too exs\\xsvN^^ ^jl^qcl ^'^^^xl- 
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gerg, who; again, would be shy of committing them- 
telres for such a Foyage to the hazards of steam and 
of fire. It has been ascertained, however, that a 
steftm-Tessel may navigate the Atlantic. The late 
Emperor Alexander having proclaimed a munificent 
iQoompense to the first that should reach St Peters- 
kngfa, the citizens of Savannah, N. America, ap- 
peared to claim the reward. From some unexplained 
reA8on> however, it was not paid, and the steamer 
retamed in safety to her native shores. 

Friday^ July \st. — This is our twenty-third day, 
And at 12 noon we descried the Irish coast. Captain 
Alleyn ran from Sandy Hook to Cape Clear, in 
April 1830, in thirteen days. The New York made 
the whole passage to Liverpool in fifteen days .and 
liix hours. Upon an average of several years, it has 
been ascertained, pretty correctly, that the passage 
from Liverpool may be taken at thirty-five days, 
and from New York at twenty-three and some hours. 
We did not come to anchor in the Mersey until the 
morning of the 4th, being twenty-six days of as 
pleasant navigation as any man could have desired. 
It may be presumed that I made but a short sojourn 
in Liverpool. I sailed in the steamer for Glasgow 
on the same evening, and reached home upon the 
%Xhf in safety and comfort. Perhaps it may be use- 
ful to mention that my whole actual outlay was 
£145, of which about £10 were expended upon 
looks and apparel. 

I have only to add a sentence of regret u^ow th^ 
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Ate of thto poor Gooigo Cimiiiig. On dbo om 
trip titer tho one wUeb brought no homot i 
f^jondid TOttol WM totalljr wrodkod upon tho Aj 
rioin isoMt. Tho ooeident oroio from tog; ' 
O^t^ AUojii was in tho act of wearing tho i 
whon tlio ttrock. Sore I am Aat hie aaziotf i 
dietroee mnet hare been groat, bnt it would bt 
email ooneolation to him, that there wae no lea 
lifot wd that hie paeeeagMei with their loggi 
wore landed in eafetf # 



( 257 ) 



PART II. 



I. Having now brought to a « conclusion my Notes, or 
Journal, I will submit a Statistical Communication, 
addressed to the Directors of the Highland Society, 
8oon after my return to Scotland, in the hope that, 
as it is rather more special and minute, it may 
prove, perhaps, of some small use and advantage to 
intending emigrants.] 

hn reference to a resolution of the Directors, which 
ftey did me the honour of transmitting, through 
their Secretary, upon the eve of my departure for 
America, I felt it my duty to furnish the following 
^tement regarding the provinces of Upper and 
Ciower Canada, with such portions of the United 
States as came under my personal observation, or 
Regarding which I acquired information from au- 
*)ientic sources during my excursion. 



( sBB ) 

WidMNimfereBoe 10 die pradte ronte which 1 f 
lowed, my oboervataoBt were diieeted, 
Itt, To Lower Ouada; 
2d» To Upper Ouada; 
3d, To die United States. 
In treating of tlieae^ my leading olrjeot has Ik 
to ateertain their reapeetire advantages or disadTi 
taget to emigrants firom BritaUu 
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CHAPTER I. 

l-'OWKR Canada — Climate — Soil -^Agriculture — Market 
Upper Canada — Lumber-trade — Bay of Quinte — Value 
of Land — York.~Canada Company. 

Lower Canada lies between 45° and 52° N. Lat.^ 
*iid 64° and 82° W. Long, 

To those ignorant of the geographical position, 
4iere is something in the term Lower strongly indi- 
Qal^iTe of a superiority in climate, which is by no 
Hieaiis borne out by actual circumstances. Winter, 
in the liower Province, wears a more severe and 
protracted form than it does on the great table-land 
^boTO. Many decisiYe facts in confirmation of this 
might be adduced. I shall only mention, that wheat 
cannot here withstand the sererity of winter, re- 
quiring to be sown in spring, and occasioning there- 
by both loss and inconvenience to the farmer in wet 
and late seasons; while quails, or Virginian par- 
tridges, it may be observed, which abound in the 
Upper, are totally unknown in the Lower Province. 

The soil is generally a fertile clay, which has 
hardly been yet brought, in any instance, to the test 
of what it may produce. It is generally occupied in 
small possessionsji which continue, w\tkx\ie ^^c.^\k<i<iask 
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lyf Nome large teignorieR anil church-landii to fritter 
more and more awuyi from the absence of a check 
in the law of primogcnituri!| and a want of enter' 
prisse in the people, which might leail them to conii- 
teract thin effifct, by entering on new land. Tlie 
population iff chiefly French, and the religion Romtf 
Catholic. The JuJnUiTui are indimtrioufi, fmgal, and 
dmtentiid ; but their drndition, to nay the leaet, ii 
almoHt stationary, and the habits or practices of their 
fathers are far tiK» scnipulously rerered. In penon 
they are rather gcmd -looking, especially the men; 
and tfi view them, clothed in their homespun drof' 
get frm;ks, with a physiognomy of absolute contefll» 
peering from under the large hooil so well fitted for 
a (/unmlinn wintifr, in to obtain an assurance of os- 
f)iie«tionHbl(* linppiri(*NM mid comfort. The numerow 
urv\\%\Ti\n }ind nbiindimf^e of fruit, evince what steady 
and strong iM^nt will produce, even with a winter of 
the most iriti^nse cold ; and while this supply contri' 
botes in a cfrnHiderable measure tfi the wealth iif the 
peofrle, it adds in no snuill degree, with the aid of 
the sugar maple, t^) tfie enjoyments of a board in all 
respects jylentifouiily furnished. The fine island of 
Montreal is covered with orchards, and in every qaar* 
ier they preHf^rit themNelvcH in rich luxuriance. 

Notwitli<it»nding, however, of these, and the mtof 
advant^iges which ap|»roximation to the sea-coMt 
hobU out, I should rertninly not cimsider Lower 
(Janmla likely to realize the hopim of Britinh settlen* 
A efjriain degree of p<ilttical or national jealousy on 
thff jiart of the FnnM».\\ \>o\n\\«A;\tti\, ^Vv^ t«i^aAik 
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^yfnih saspicion and distrust the increase of British 
emigrants, cannot foil to harass and annoy. 

To many, the difference of religion, and scarcity 
^ Protestant churches, will prove a drawback. To 
many more the preponderance of the French lan- 
guage, laws, and manners, will create a serious ob- 
itaele. Nor am I aware of any existing circum- 
stances, in the Lower Province, which can be said 
to counterbalance these objections. 

It is no doubt true, that many individual instances 
of prosperity are to be met with in Lower Canada, 
among agricultural settlers from Britain and Ireland ; 
bat these must be viewed as exceptions, and not fol- 
lowed as a rule. 

Even the land-measure will somewhat tend to em- 
burass a stranger, as it is the arpent (about one- 
ffth less than the English acre) which is in use, and 
the tenure and titles of his property will still more 
perplex, him. I had an opportunity of seeing and 
conversing with several British emigrants, who 
either occupy or possess farms in Lower Canada, 
and the uniform conclusion to which all of them 
came, was an advice to look at the Upper Province, 
before I formed an opinion upon the eligibility of a 
settlement. I am quite aware that several of these 
individuals are prospering in a measure, which might 
possibly be curtailed, if too many farmers of a like 
stamp should become located beside tliem ; but I am 
equally satisfied that no such jealousy influenced the 
advice I received, and that the established convic- 
tion of aU, who are experimentaWy accp3L«[\w\,^^ wJScl 
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CnmiMf k \n flmwr of the Upptr P iw d iieg ^ mut^ 
tlofn6fit for BrttHn lyHMMnifMir I Mjr offfMtki^ 
rUtu, hocMMO thoM ofiiifnmtf who hiro boM 
toflidd to tiro putljr hy iiiMfig, will oorCaiiiljr 
fNwt in tlvo imultiiiie portion of oor North Mmikm 

pOMOMnOnilf 

KmigTMitM who hsTO ohtftlnod hnUi M«r QnohM ir 
MontrMi, ond who aro indiwtrioat ond aethri^ piilly 
of oourtOf TOfjr liMMiionMijr bjf tho fMuiiljr of mNW 
44tioi« 

Dftirjr prodifco brings te oxeriloDi totWM^ til 
ffrorjr thing flndt • morhoti Mid allbotigfc ■«# to* 
cnlitjr eftnnoi nrvil 00 modi m ftMMrljTf whoi iiiM' 
nnrigtlion wm nnknown, itill groftt ndfwt^glf ff^* 
mtiin to tho ocimpior of lond noor lofgo towin* It 
tn to h^ romnrkod, too, thiit tho grootor mppif «f 
iHmi'prniinrs, oecMimiod hy the introduction of 
rttoam-koftiM, hiifi matoriftlly incroMod tho eonfonif- 
if on, nnd han thereby compennatod to tho AuioerdM ( 
Ml in price, which ner^^iuwrily followed* «— iMi 
butter, which Nold, in 1817, tor U. Od« per pound in 
Montreal, may now be had for Od« In •ommof it ii 
a periffhable article, and niuit be «old wlion it eoiMi 
to market, f liit hay, Ntraw, potatoea, 4re« and tki 
rery mM itself, are lyer^miing, in tho Tioinity al Mm* 
treal, what an Angitfi fanner termed to mo, ^ o# 
fhkiwmnly dNirf' and thoMi who are in pogfewion ^ 
farmti in that ricinity will reap an almndant fcaff«fl» 
— My Angnff friend, who «eemed to bo in the oiQif' 
moot of rery eaay circiimstancea, alforde • ptM^ 
^mem^; bundreda, of iwVihI ml Vn^No^twaawMi^itMdf 
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Quui may do for himself in Canada. He came out 
Lb 1817, was wrecked in the Gulf of St Lawrence, 
suffered many hardships, and finally landed at Mont- 
real, devoid of every resource, save his own hands 
and good spirits. He soon found employment, and 
in due time took a lease of a farm, which he finds 
to succeed extremely well. His wheat and potatoes, 
lie says, are excellent; oats, inferior. He cultivates 
green crops, taking mangel wurzel instead of tur- 
nips, which suffer from the fly. He uses horses in 
preference to oxen; has iron-ploughs, and follows 
what he called a 5(?r< of rotation, — 1st, Wheat; 2d, 
Green crop; 8d, Clover; 4th, Timothy for hay ; and, 
Sth, Pasture* 

Several farms are at this time to let in this quar- 
ter. The rent expected is 10s. or 12s. per acre. 

The Canadian farmers pursue the old Scottish 
practice of infield and outfield, taking crop after 
wop of grain from their fields, until nothing but 
weeds remain, and looking to Nature for that reno- 
vation which their own industry ought to have ef- 
fected. 

It may appear almost incredible, but I was assur- 
ed of the fact, that it was by no means unusual, as 
winter occupation among the habUxmSy to drive out 
dung from their farm-yards and deposit it upon the 
glassy surface of the St Lawrence, there to await the 
breaking up in spring, as a riddance from what they 
eimsider a worthless incumbrance. 

In tracing a route upwards from Montreal, the eye 
of an emigrant is speedily arrested \>^ \);i<& yxckf^^vsvw 
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of the Uttawai, or Gnuid Riyer, fiJling into Ae ft 
Lawrence. I did not ritit the settlements of An 
district, and do not therefore speak of them ftm 
perional observation ; but they are well known te 
be valuable, extensive, and increasing. The Uttft- 
was has, of late jrears, attracted the notice of Go- 
vernment, as a safe route for troops and storee to 
the Upper Province, in the event of wur with tk 
United States. In surveying its banks, and applyiii|^ 
its course to this purpose, extensive tracts of fise 
land iiave been located, and several very pronriinig 
settlements have been established. Of these, I may 
notice Perth, Richmond, and Lanark, the two for- 
mer chiefly composed of retired officers and reduced 
soldiers; the latter, of families from the manu£M:tli^ 
ing districts in the west of Scotland, who came out 
ill 1820, and all, I believe, as communities, doing 
well. All of these were assisted and fostered by 
Government. A military road communicates be- 
tween Uttawas and Kingston, upon Lake Ontario, 
a distance of 240 miles. The Ridean Canal passes 
through a part of the country between this line of 
road and the St Lawrence. 

The soil of this part of Canada is good ; but the 
(country is flat, the lakes shallow, and the streams 
frequently sluggish, which must be necessarily ac- 
companied, for a time, with fever and ague to a 
greater extent than more airy and better watered si- 
tuations present. There can be no doubt, however, 
that the settlements already formed, and to be form- 
ed, in this quarter, wVW. ^To%^«t* ^^^^rcn&ftwt has 



UPPER CANADA* 265 

tone much for them by public works, which can 
4surce fail to benefit the country, whether they do 

V do not e£Pect the objects for which they were plan- 
ted ; and the steam communication upon the Uttawas 
rith Montreal is already in operation. 

Upper Canada is situate between 42° and 52° N. 
jKlLy and between 73° SCK W. Long., and, indeed, 
ndefinite bounds to the west. 

Returning to the St Lawrence, we enter the Up- 
«r Proyince, the Uttawas here forming the bound- 
ry line. As we ascend the river, we find nume- 
ons settlers, and thousands of acres well adapted 
inr the farmer. One of the first settlements we 
aeet with is the Glengarry district, an extensive 
ract of good land, enjoying the advantages of vrater 
arriage. The language, the customs, the native 
MNirage of their Celtic sires, still distinguish the dan, 
liough, at the same time, we are afraid, accompa- 
lied by some of those less profitable traits which 
itamp the Highlander as more at home in wielding 
he daymore, or extracting the mountain-dew, than 
n g^ding the ploughshare to slow but certain re- 
mits. The farms are but indifferently improved, 
OBsidering the advantages they have enjoyed ; and 
Boeh valuable time is expended in the depths of the 
inrest, in a demi-savage life, cutting and preparing 
fanber for the lumber merchant, which, if steadily 
Leroted to the cultivation of the land, would certain- 

Y be attended with infinitely greater benefit, balk 
B ft physical and moral point of view. 
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Very conflicting opinionB ezict im Canada repA 
iiig the lumber-trade, and the sabjeet was frequflit' 
ly dinciMsed at this period, from the late propoial of 
minitftom to lower the duties upon Baltic timber. 
It iM c(»rtuin that a large circolation is occasioned by 
the tnuks perhaps a million Sterling, in one way or 
cither, and that it employs, during winter, muy 
who may gain perhaps £ 20 for their winter Uhosr, 
when nothing else could be done. It benefits ike 
farmer too, by bringing a market for produce to hii 
door. 80 fur, all looks well ; but there is no doubt, 
that tliOM engaged in preparing timber for tbu 
trade, being exposed to many hardships^ acqain 
loose and debauched habits, which g^erally demo- 
ralise ; and that, in fact, no steady industrious disp 
nutters are now willing to eng^age in it. In regard 
to the inercliant, I have reason to believe that the 
liiinlx^r-tracle is by no means profitable, and that 
many morchants are anxions to back out as soon as 
they c:in. There can be no doubt, in any case, that 
if i\w trade is to be extinguished, it must be done in 
a gradual manner, and that any alteration of datiei 
which would 8iiddonly annihilate it, must be follow- 
ed by very painful and hazardous consequences to 
the (rolony. 

To go minutely into the statistics of even the 
hanks of the river, would far exceed the limits to 
which 1 nuist necessarily restrict myself. Suffice it 
U) say, that a constant succession of eligible situa- 
tions })rescnt themselves for estates and farms. I 
was m iicli pleased w\l\\ l\i© ^V»SLA^"ai ^\%\rv&v **id con- 
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der it capable of great improveinent. The soil is 
fine mellow sandy loam, sometimes perhaps rather 
^hty bat admirably adapted for tnmip husbandry 
id fine woolled sheep, with numerous beantifnl si- 
ations for a residence, the noble St Lawrence ever 
rming a prominent feature, its surface varied by 
vely wooded islands, similar to those we so justly 
Imire on many of our British lakes. In approach- 
g Kingston, or the east end of Lake Ontario, the 
rer Guananogue falls into the St Lawrence, and, 
its mouth, is the establishment of Messrs M'Do- 
ill, two brothers who came about eight years ago to 
le colony, and who, by steady enterprize, without 
iginal capital, have realized considerable wealth, 
liile, along with it, they have secured the respect 
id esteem of all who know them. They have here, 
hat is called in America, a valuable toater privilege 
Jailj and have erected flour and saw-mills to a 
rgh extent. Last season they sent down to Mont- 
ial 24,000 barrels of flour ; and a friend of mine 
ho was their agent, informed me that one of the 
others having resolved upon becoming their own 
pent in Montreal, it would be a loss of some hun- 
«d8 a year to his house in commission. They 
Ye a very clever cooperage worked by water, si- 
ilar to the steam cooperage at Glasgow, and the 
tides turned out are uncommonly reasonable, sub- 
intial, and neat. I regretted much not having it 
my power to form an acquaintance with these spi- 
ked colonists, more especially as they farm likewise 
a lar^e extent. The farm at Guanaao^^ «!l\«&!^ 
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to 1200 acm» and die nuuuion-lioiife and bam tta 
oommodioM and handsome. 

Having received very enconrag^g aceomiti tt 
Kingston, of the country along the Bay of Qmnt6| t 
deep inlet of Lake Ootario, formed by n peninnli 
caMiid Prince Edward's Idand, I made an exconioi 
into that district. The scenery was pleasing, in BUf 
places fine ; and settlements are formed on every hud. 
The soil is partly day, partly loam and aand, sii- 
ciently rich, in some instances, to yield fifleen crop 
of g^ood wheat, with impunity, in a period of twenty , 
years. Granite, limestone, and schistoa, or day- 
slate, are successively met with. Wherever a stresK 
or creek of any importance faUs into the lake, thos 
we find a milliieat and a viUage g^wing up, the 
embryo, in many cases, of considerable towns. 

To the patriot or philanthropist, it is highly grati- 
fying to remark, how the wants of the farmer and 
the interests of the trader or mechanic co-operate in 
tlie rapid progress of general improvement and dvi- 
lizatiou. Holywell, Sophiaburgh, and Belleville, are 
all thriving villages of this description ; and many 
individuals are to be met with in each, who, from 
the humble situation of merchants' clerks, &care 
rapidly acquiring independence. The last is the 
county town of Hastings, which has already three 
churches, a court-house, and projected jail ; a valua- 
ble mill-power, and fine situation for houses ; the 
high road from York to Kingston passes through 
it, and, altogether, it seems destined to become a 
place of some tiote% 1 ^«^ t^^^ ^»x^\i\%Wi at the 
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Sequent calls which the steam-hoat made for pro- 
I ace, and, ere we reached Kingston, our deck was 
lltolntely heaped with flour-harrels. 

I haye said nothing hitherto of the price or value 
3f land in Canada, and it is extremely difficult, in the 
feetded parts of either province, to ascertain any thing 
like a fair average rate. 

Prices are perpetually fluctuating, and must be re- 
gidated by the circumstances of the seller ; one man 
being willing to sell his farm for five dollars an acre, 
imder a strong desire to commence anew upon a forest 
tnct, or labouring under necessity ; while his next 
neighboar may probably refuse to part with similar 
land for less than ten or twelve dollars per acre. 
Of this, however, there is no doubt, that very eligi- 
ble and advantageous purchases may, at all times, be 
made by a prudent capitalist, and that land is every 
year increasing in value, wherever it is desirable to 
possess it. Great bargains are sometimes obtained 
It public sales, by warrant of the sheriff, for pay- 
ment of land-taxes. Land thus sold is subject, for a 
certain short period, to be redeemed by the indivi- 
iudly or his heirs, who originally obtained the grant ; 
iiat, as it seldom exceeds, at a sheriff-sale, 6d. or 7d. 
fer acre, it is well worthy of a trial. 

Steam navigation may be said to have been creat- 
ed for America, and it is difficult to estimate the ad- 
vances which the States and the Canadas will soon 
make under its influence. To emigrants it not on- 
ly affords a safe, cheap, and agreeable conveyance; 
but, from the large concourse of pasaexk^e;t%) ^ ^^onAi 
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of raluable local infonnation may always be 
cured, and u^ful acquaintances formed ; while 
impossihle to overlook the silent but importan 
feet It, in clearing the forest, which the consum] 
of fuel on board the steam-boats is destined t 
complish. Perha|)B it is not fanciful to assert, 
the woods of America are now actually dearii 
means of steam. 

York, the capital of Upper Canada, and seat < 
vemment, is a yery desirable station for a sett 
choose as head-qnarters, in looking about for i 
chase. He is sure, at this place, to meet with i 
reus offers of farms, regarding which he w 
well to act with caution ; and he will be able 
spect the plans of public lands in the goven 
land-office, under the superintendence of Mr F 
binson, a gentleman able and willing to afforc 
every facility. 

The rich and heat*y land of Upper Canada is : 
be found, in general, upon the immediate bai 
the lakes and rivers. It lies, for the most 
from twelve to twenty miles back, and thus 
pensates the enterprizing settler for plunging 
the forest. Grovernment have still, I believe, 
four millions and a half of acres to dispose o 
sides seven or eight millions more, beyond the 
of what has been surveyed. No land is now { 
ed to individuals without payment, the price 
ing according to sitmition and quality, and si 
to the regulation of clearing and fencing five 
witiiin two years, execXAXi^ ^ Vwjk&'i \^ feet b; 
and also clearing ViaVi o£ XW tq\i^\w^tqvw 
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Another land-office, highly interesting to emi- 
Ifrants, is likewise to be fbnnd in York. It is here 
okat the Commissioners of the Canada Company re- 
Hde, and have their principal establishment. This 
oraipany, as is well known, purchased from govem- 
nent 2^ millions of acres in the Upper Province, 
irith the view of disposing of it in lots to settlers, at 
in advanced price. The company is yet too much 
n its infancy to speculate upon results ; but no rea- 
Mmable doubt can be entertained, that it must ope- 
«te favourably in procuring settlers. 

A great prog^ss has been made in the formation 
if roads, bridges, mills, &c^ which government 
rould not, and private individuals could not, have 
tfected in the short period which has elapsed since 
he establishment of the company ; and, although a 
eeling inimical to their measures shewed itself in 
lome quarters, I confess myself unable to discover, 
br that jealousy, any reasonable cause. I had very 
foil discussions with the Commissioners and agents, 
6rom which, as well as from their published pro- 
potals, I feel satisfied that emigrants of every class 
■sy commit themselves to the Canada Company, in 
perfect assurance of experiencing the most kind, ho- 
umnble, and liberal treatment. Circumstances de- 
pendent upon the state of a new country, may delay 
die execution of plans beyond the promised period; 
hot there can be no doubt of the company fulfilling 
lU their engagements as speedily as possible. The 
prices of land vary from 78. 6d. to 15s. per acre. I 
much impressed with a favoura\Afi o^vkvq^ ^ 
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the Greal Huron tnct, from the 6ct that inq 
steady Dutch tettlert, in the potaewion of old ffo- 
ductiYe farms near York, were, at the period of ■; 
▼isit» dispiMing of their property and removing to 
Groderich, — a change which the calcuLiting Dslck* 
man would not have rashly adopted, without piettf 
reasonable prospects of bettering himself to a com* 
derable amount. ^ The township of Goderidi Mi- 
tains about 400 inhabitants already; and senrd 
Dutch fiunilies from the neighbourhood of Twlti 
have sold, or are endeavouring to sell, their cdti- 
vated and valuable farms, and have purchased Indi 
from the company in the Huron Tract. About 6000 
acres have been sold them in the neighbourhood of 
Goderich within the last six months. In Guelpht i 
very valuable mill has lately been erected, and one 
in Goderich is now in progress." 

In a young and thinly-settled country such as Ca- 
nada, every accession of an industrious family or in- 
dividual tends to the welfare of all ; and it is there- 
fore natural to suppose, that such a corporation as 
the Canada Company would be fully awake to this 
principle. We find, accordingly, that in forming ar- 
rangements for forwarding emigrants to their own 
lands, they have offered very favourable proposals to 
emigrants at large. They state, that '^ all persons 
depositing L. 20 with the Canada Company's agents 
in Quebec or Montreal, will be forwarded to the 
head of Lake Ontario by steam-boats, free of ex- 
pense, and have liberty to select land in any part of 
the province, at tVi^ c\wctcu\. y^'ca charged by the 
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ompany, when the whole amount of their deposit 
rill be placed to their credit on account of their 
lad. Bat, should they prefer purchasing from in- 
lividuals and not the company, then the expense of 
Jkeir conveyance will be deducted from the amount 
leposited, andTthe balance paid over to them. Per- 
I0II8 depositing a sum equal to their conveyance, 
with their families and luggage, from Quebec to 
the head of the lake, may avail themselves of the 
oompany^s contracts with the forwarders ; and should 
4ey, within three months after arrival, select land 
IB Gnelph, and pay one-fifth of the purchase-money, 
dm the amount of their deposit in Quebec will also 
k placed to their credit, and they, their families, 
^ be thus conveyed from Quebec free of expense." 



s 
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CHAPTER 11. 

Head of Lako Ontario— Toronto district — Ouelph Toimihi 

of Waterloo— of Oalt— of Paris— Prices of Farm produce. 

It may perhaps be interesting to gire a few igri 
cultural notes of an excursion from York, by the ben 
of Lake Ontario, Toronto, Waterloo, Dnmfries, Ha 
milton, &c, : but before leaving the capital, I mniC 
with pleasure, add iny humble testimony to the eosr 
gy, good sense, and patriotism of Sir John Colbonis 
in his situation as Governor of Upper Canada. Oi 
Iiis well-known military talents, I am no judge ; but 
of the BoundnesH of his policy in regard to emigrS' 
tion, allotment of public lands, encouragement oi 
agriculture, and improvement of the general cooiti' 
tution of society, I am enabled to speak with no* 
qualified praise. The experiments hitherto made by 
government have been, in Sir John's opinion, defee- 
tive in Hystem and concentration. 

Had the establishment of government emignutts 
been kept more together, this very circumitaoce 
would have greatly tended to general advancement' 
At present they form only a few oases in the desert) 
and a long period must necessarily elapse, ere tbe 
intervals are even in some degree filled up. 

In conversing with Sir John, I ventured to iog' 
gC8t that 8omet\ung v/b^.* x^t^vjAt^^ WLSSsva-^-wX^^ 
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'V'eniment, in making preparation for the thousands 
^emigrants who are pouring into Canada erery sea- 
son, and who suffer heavy losses, both in time and 
^eaos, from the want of some previous arrangement. 
It seemed to me, that the agent for emigrants ought 
to be a gentleman not engaged in trade, but one of 
tetiye habits, acquainted with rural affairs, and with 
Ae agricultural classes, who might be ready at all 
times to point out land or labour to emigrants, ac- 
•ording to their ability and means. Without going 
iirto minute details. Sir John assured me that he felt 
tte want of such an arrangement much, and that a 
great deal of good might be effected by it, and a great 
deal of government land sold, and that he had repre- 
tented the matter to the colonial office at home. 

Emigrants unable or unwilling to purchase, will 
llAve little difficulty in providing themselves with a 
Gurm to rent, either for money or on shares, which 
means half the clear produce as rent. I was told by 
a gentleman of a friend of his, who was very com- 
fortably settled in this way near York, upon a farm 
of 200 acres. Eighty acres are cleared, the remain- 
der in wood pasture. He pays only £25 of rent, 
■nd clears £ 200 per annum, besides keeping his fa- 
mily. 

To show how land is advancing in value, this 
fiurm, a few years ago, might have been purchased 
for £200, but is, of course, worth a great deal more 
now. Market gardening, and rearing good live 
stock, are two branches that will pay well in this 
quarter. 
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I left York, on Wednesday May 11th, in tke 
Htag'o, for Hamilton, at the head of Burlington Baj, 
it lM*ingf my intention to stop at night, and diyerge 
next day into the woodti. The roads were yet qB' 
repaired for the season, and we travelled in an open 
wiiggon, the day fine, and for the first time some- 
H'liat sultry. It was interesting to observe the sad- 
den transition from the streets of York to the so- 
lt*mn stillness of the forest, as, I think, we coold not 
have proceeded above two or three miles, ere we 
were immersed in all the wild magnificence of a ce* 
riar swamp, and hemmed in by towering pines and 
hemlocks on every side. A cedar swamp forms as 
exception to a general rule, as it enjoys pure watef) 
and secures health to its inhabitants, which is also 
the en»e where the hemlock, fir, and spruce, abound. 
The land, in such situations, is not of the richest 
(|nality, sometimes sandy and poor, and the absence 
of iover and a^ue would seem to be granted in com- 
ponsalion fin* diminished returns. 

Our route lay throup^h Toronto district, and I had 
J lie gratification of observing cultivation in every 
stjige of its profj^ress. There was the rude shanty 
• »r log-liut, its owner wieldinp: tbo axe against the 
stately vegetable columns around him, or employed 
in reducinp^ them to ashes, while some were left 
standing to blacken Avith the flames, or doomed to a 
more protracted fate under the operation of r/tW///!^, 
I>v wliitli the bark is cut round the stem, and life 
di'stroyed. A little farther on we pass an older 
/ill in. The mawAoxv ^wvii oSSwivi^ ^Q^s\\Jaodiolls and 
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neil, rich orchards loaded with blossom, fine wheat 
«id pasture or meadow-Land, healthy looking chil- 
dren at every door, with pigs and poultry in abun- 
danoe. As we passed each feurmer's open door, we 
nw groups of old and young seated at their eyen- 
Bg meal, neat, dean, and comfortably dad. In ge- 
■enl, Canadians and Americans are deficient in what 
ve call dressing vp their doors ; they are, in fact, so 
mch engaged in heayier and more important work, 
that the period for training roses and honeysuckles 
hi not yet arrived. We passed, however, one small 
property this evening, belonging to a Mr Adams, 
and laid out as a nursery (smile not at a nursery in 
America), filled with peach, apple, and pear trees, 
towering shrubs, &c., and which, by its neat arrange- 
^lent and excellent order, forms at once a contrast 
^fed an example to its neighbours. We encountered 
aome very steep hills and some hazardous road, espe- 
cially ascending and descending the banks of two 
Qousiderable creeks or rivers ^sdling into Ontario, 
tiaige sums have been expended in levelling, &c. 
apparently with but indifferent judgment or success. 
I reached Summer's tavern, 35 miles from York, 
about eight, and found a most obliging host, with 
eomfortable accommodation. 

It being my intention next day to visit the city of 
Ghielph, founded by Mr Gait, when he acted as com- 
missioner for the Canada Company, my first inquiry 
was for saddle-horses and a guide. These were pro- 
cured by my landlord, and at seven next morning I 
started^ ^^ distance to Guelpli bevug ca)^^X>N^\!^>^< 
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nix milcg. I Bhall not in thii place detail the perib 
of tlie way, tlio liorrors of rotten corduroy roadi^ M- 
dar swampSy windfalls, &c., with the additional eon* 
fortis of a miflty rain, two roadg diverging in a w» 
mote part of the foregt, and the satiifaction of find- 
ing, upon an appeal to my guide, that he had new 
happened to be at Guclph before ; suffice it, thtt I 
reached my destination about three o*clock, afters 
most floundering journey. Tlie road is through At 
finest forest scenery I had yet seen, and cleariip 
were going forward in various places, and in emy 
state of progress. I could not but admire the luB* 
riance and healthy appearance of the wheat and do- 
ver. The whole tract is upon limestone, and, ii 
Home pla(;eR, the road parses over ridges of it abfO- 
liitely inexhaustible. Tlie cattle and pigs are bnt 
very indifferent. The state of the road may be, in 
Nome measure, estimated from a party which I pan* 
ed, coiiHiHting of three men and six oxen, that hsd 
been three days abHent from home, which they would 
only reach tliut day, drawing a load under which a 
donkey would have trotted upon any British turn- 
pike, and the whole extent of the journey not ex- 
ceeding twenty miles. Guelph is situated in the 
Gore diHtricjt, about eighty miles from York, and 
has b(^en laid out upon an extensive scale. A fin€ 
stream flows past the town, and a large grist-mff 
is at work upon it. A good deal of land has beef 
located in the neighbourhood, and the town may id 
timately prosper. At present it wears a stagnaP 
a/>pearaiice, and coi\\e^« «v)\Ivey(^x^^%\^<^^^^S3 
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^^ ^ftrtpneedSng ike hane^ When fiirma become nume- 
*« ^^IMU, and a mill is erected in a conYenient situation, 

- ^ town soon grows up ; but bere the town has been 
Juried forward, in tbe hope of settling tbe land. 
Ji rut deal of capital has been expended upon roads, 
^ which must have so far benefited labourers, and 
taded, in some measure, to enable them to pur- 
Ams lots; but, at present, a very desolate com- 

" jhrion marks Guelph, as a city which may be very 

- tktnkful to maintain its ground, and escape deser- 
tion* The price of company land is here about 15s. 
t^ acre, of g^ood quality ; and, I believe, from the 
VBfteady character of some of the early settlers, 
food purchases of farms partially cleared are fre- 
quently to be had. Guelph stands upon a fine na- 
tural platform, with the river flowing round it. A 
good bridge was nearly finished when I was there, 
9nd an extensive line of road is intended to con- 
nect this with the Huron settlement at Goderich. 

I spent the evening in company with Mr Prior, 
the acting mani^er, who has many arduous duties 
to perform. We conversed, of course, much upon 
the subject of emigration. His opinion coincides 
with the general conviction, that no steady indus- 
trious man can fail to prosper in Canada, according 
to his means. The Commissioners are now greatly 
more circumspect in the character of settlers than 
was the case at first ; and it is a leading object to 
obtain sober, moral, correct men, that a good neigh- 
bourhood may be every where secured. This must. 



9t «owM^ loqNiia • pAinfal ttid difladl'tMk afcaAi 
wg&B^ nquring mach flrmmM and ditervtm, « 
. Mr Prior tdd mey tliatp during • tonponvjr db* 
ttaoe» A jHurtjr of • bftd ttaap had lomtod tUanliw 
al GodericL Haring aatitfied himadf of dNir ife 
laater, he tent for a mnAf and aloMMt «< i< Mk 
•Uppod off fourteen fiunUies at one sweep. 

In diipoaing of loti to settleriy two metlwdf m 
adopted in Canaday and their reipectire adraalaM 
and diaadrantages are warmljr diieoMed. 'The laiji 
adopted by the- Canada Company ia to umkt ^m 
an imtalment at entry. The other method k-H 
leare payment of any portion optional to the iellh% 
hot carrying on an aooount of intereat agaiaat kfaa 
The adrocatea of the firrt pUm maintain, that, Vj 
paying down a certain sum at firft, the settler ftdt 
an interest and a degree of independence whidi l» 
would not otherwise experience, and diat the sosa 
advanced enable the landlord to make roads, erMl 
bridges, mills, &c ; and further, that, as the Uadt 
account is always running on, and a day of seldisf 
must arrive, for which the settlers are too often fo- 
getful to provide, it ends in the abandonment of tb 
farm, and in ruin to themselves and families. For 
the second plan, it is argued, that many indnstriow 
worthy men have absolutely no capital to begin wilhf 
beyond what may be necessary to purchase oaM 
ploughs, &C., and to maintain their families, uitii s 
crop be gathered, and that to exact their pittance is 
such circumtttances, is, in fact, to stifle their indnitrf 
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"th. By allowiiig time, and regvlariy l»ilia- 
accoont, taking occasionally what may be 
ling either in cash, cattle, or grain, a poor 
1% into clear possession without feeling any 
lience. We shall find that, as in most qnea- 
the kind, there is much to be said on both 
d probably either plan may be followed with 
^e in certain particular cases. The United 
rho bestow much attention on the disposal ai 
iblic lands, have resolved, in the western 
to exact, not an instalment only, but pay- 
fail at the entry of settlers, though it is to 
ved, that a man may there acquire 80 acres 
doUars, or L.22, IDs. 

y 14/A. — Mr Oliver, my landlord at Gnelph, 
igreed to drive me in his waggon to Mr 
's at Gait, a gentleman jprho purchased from 
aent a whole township, and to whom I had 
ir introductions, we started about eleven 
and reached our destination about four. The 
i certainly superior to what I had travelled 
y, though mud holes and rotten corduroy 
»sionally to be met with. Limestone was to 
on every hand in great abundance, and I ob- 
at one place, a kiln hewn out and erected 
jry stratum itself. Wherever a clearing oc- 
the wheat looked beautiful. We passed 
the township of Waterloo, settled mostly 
h. The soil appeared to be a good, useful, 
•am, well watered by streams and springs; 
lighted with the cultivation, e«f e^va^'^ lOiY^^ 
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the {armu of Schneider and Wrnmer* Eaeh fiva 
mi^ht bo from 200 to 300 lUirtHf laid out into regular 
fieldM, and not a Hump to be aeen. The ploufj^im 
wai capital, the crop* miMt luxuriant, and the catlh 
horten, &c., of a Muperior Mtainp, with handfOM 
houiMifi, kam«, 8cc,^ and orchardu promi«iiig a ricliM' 
turn. Waterloo satisfied me above all tluit I had ftt 
■een of the capability of Canada to liecome a fruilfid 
and fine c«>untry. 

The forent around contistM of heavy timber, iid 
the townnhip df>e« not enjoy the ailvantage of diiMt 
water-carriaf^e ; yet have th<*iie liutchnien, irithil t 
period of twenty years, produced farma, whieht ii 
general a«p<9<;t, very nearly renemble well eultivali' 
land in Britain. The farmers are primitive iid 
tfiniphf'iiiiiuliid, attending to little beyond th<iir ofl^i 
affairM, and ho iridiftenfiil in n'^^ard to politici, tint 
Mr DirkmoM dotibti*d much if wmut of them vftttft)^ 
awun; of the d<*ath of Oi?orfi;<' III. A great dealo( 
capitiil flowed into thi« KettltMnent, during the \vp 
expiniditure at (jruelph by the (>ana/la Company, the 
Dutchnutn itupplying teaniH, proviMlonif, &c, Mf 
travelling i:onipanion valued Home of the famu il 
25 doJlarM, about L.O, per acre. 

Chopping or clearing land, ready for Howin^, irili 
cxMt toonietinicH 12 dollarri, or L.'i per ai;re; the fii* 
return will be iSy or 20 bunhelri of wheat, worth i 
preitent .5m. per buvhel. The uxual mode of cleariif 
timbered land iH to cut down and burn all the woodtf 
onu foot diameter, and under that. The larger tre^ 
are only girdled. CVemu^, \tv V\v\4 >nvl>j, «jkMiui.«hQtt 
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dollan, or 40b. per acre. When this is done, a 
7*^p of wheat can be harrowed in, to be followed by 
^•"o or three years of pasture or hay, when the plough 
*^ybe used, and, during which time, the girdled 
^'^Bes are either cut into fencing stuff or burnt. No 
"^^Qle has been used as yet upon this land, and I was 
^Id of two instances, where fanners had absolutely 
"ikilt new stables and bams, to escape from an accu- 
mulation of despised manure. 

A few miles before reaching Gralt, the residence of 
Mr Dickson, we came in view of a fine stream, bear- 
Uig the name of Grand River, but of course, quite 
Unconnected with the Uttawas of the lower part of 
the province. 

The settlement of Mr Dickson is one of much in- 
teresty being conducted by himself, on his own re- 
vomces, in the same way as that of Colonel Talbot 
«n the banks of Lake Erie. Mr Dickson began ope- 
imtions in 1815-16, by the purchase from Govern- 
ment of this township, extending to 96,000 acres, 
and to which he gave the name of Dumfries. He 
selected a convenient spot with good water-power, to 
eommence a town, and formed a connection with an 
enterprising American, who speedily established very 
extensive mills. Mr Dickson built a commodious re- 
sidence for himself, in a romantic situation, over- 
hanging the river, and communicating by a bridge 
with the miUs and town. His plan of dealing with 
settlers is extremely liberal, as he does not insist 
upon any instalment being paid down ; and even, in 
some cases, advances the means of i^\ix^'d&vii^ ^tilvsdl^ 
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Ae. In this Wft]r> the pooMtft emignat^ if stMdy mi 
indastrioniy mntl get fbrwardL V 

▲ regular aoooiint k i^enedwith each iadinWt 
and partial paymenta, ettlier in monef or pnklM 
aeoepted by Mr Diokamit from time to time. Tb 
priee of land it four dollars or SOi. per aore. Fmi 
hare been oeeasionally abandoned by unsteady # 
impatient indiridnals ; but some progress in dssri^ 
has always been made, and of oonrsoi the fiun im 
in so far, been rendered more TalnaUe. A very «ap 
siderable extent of land has been disposed ef^ vfA 
both sides of the rirer^ and hundreds of aeies ef Isi 
idieat are to be seen oontignons to eaoh otiMw; 

An attempt had been made last spring €o esafir 
produce down the river to the WeDand Canali tf 
which Mr Shade, the owner of the mills, infomel 
me a saying of two-thirds would be effected nfoi 
the transports of flour. This voyage was perfbnml 
by a son of Mr Dickson, accompanied by Mr SuMi 
and being a navigation of about 100 miles, atteiM 
with some hazards, as a first attempt, it erealed s 
g^od deal of sensation at the time of my visit, ssi 
much satisfaction among the farmers by its suc eaa 
Mr Dickson has about 2500 souls upon his eitstfl^ 
and draws a very handsome income from the iatenit 
of sales. I visited the mills with Mr Shade, wW 
took much trouble in explaining to me the vsriosi 
machinery. The establishment comprises flour-milh 
saw-mills, cooperage, &c^ and appeared to me eqaailf 
extensive and well arranged. I have been everf 
where struck witYi t\ie\\av<iQ wA ^•mXt^^qScmosq^^^ 
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'^oods, and had a remarkable opportunity at this 
place, of contrasting the value of a tree in Upper 
CBDBda with what it would hare fetched at home. 
An uncommonly large and beautiful pine was lying 
tt the mill, which I could not estimate at less than 
L.3 in Britain. Mr Shade, upon my putting the 
foestion, told me it just cost him a York shilling, or 
^tnenpence Sterling. 

Saturday, \bth May. — Mr William Dickson having 
kindly insisted upon conveying and accompanying 
tie to Hamilton, where I was to resume the stage, 
^e started, on horseback, after breakfast, and visited 
arious farms upon the township. The road lay 
long the river, with much fine wood and beautifiil 
cenery. The crops were looking healthy and well 
oloured. Some farms, partly improved and fenced, 
rith houses, were on sale, — the price demanded was 
dollars, or 40s. per acre. There seemed to be 
bandance of water every where, both from springs 
nd brooks falling into the Grand River, and the 
ubstratum was still limestone. Some miles below 
rait, there is a valuable gypsum quarry on the banks 
f the river, and it was curious to observe the line 
f rich and verdant turf, which marked the route of 
be waggons in their visits to the quarry, from scat- 
nriug as they went along, strongly evincing the effect 
8 a top-dressing. We called upon a settler from 
kM>tland, newly entered upon a farm of 100 acres, 
or which he had paid down L. 100. The soil was a 
;ood rich sandy loam, worth in Britain 358. per acre 
t least of rent. 



2H6 I7PI*KJI CANADA. 

Tlio fornut lu lions thin, probably not having mm 
than forty or fifty old oaku upon an acre, and M( 
requiring thoNo to be di^troyed, it being quite poi' 
riible to giiifbi tbo plough through the intervalik 

Walter Nrriitli wtM huny with hin pair of OJUMf 
pntpuring the land for wheat, of which he expected 
to have thirty aitreHMOwn in autumn, the return fipM 
whi<;h will probably repay him the price of Ui 
farm, and allow him L. TiO or L. 00 beMiden for Ui 
labour and utii\nUiUiu\tw,from l/ieJirMt crap ahnii* 

There are Home delightful Hituationit in thitf quartv 
for niauHiouM : the river upon one tfide, and a lordf 
ttheistof wutitrriilled the HI lie Lak<;, upon the other; 
fine open woodn, MpringM, broolcN, and a dry betltkf 
Moil. It wiiH a fttvourit4) huurit in old timiHi of the 
JndiuuM, and a little mound tIoho by a r^ipiouH Hprinfjft 
iH Htill relebnited hh a pl(u;e wlM;re great roundh 
were held. \V(; Htopped to rent our horHeii, at i 
new villag<* culled PariH, belonging to a very lu.'tive 
individual of the name of ('apron, and having a good 
water-power and other a<lvant{igeM, it proniiKMtO 
be<'/4>me, ere long, u plar.e of Home importance, b 
the afternoon we n;fi4'Ji(;d Hrandtford, a pretty cob* 
Hiderable village belonging to the IndianM, a irtd 
of land in tliiM quartitr having been ntHnrvojl fortheif 
behoof. It iH managed by (lovernment, who su'/u/VXA 
for rent and naleH to the eliiefn. There hafi iHjeP* 
Hale of village lotn thin day, and for the firnt time I Mt' 
the indiann nHHembled in any number. 'J'he lot4 noU 
for L. 2/> one-fourth of an tuTHf wliieh Ih an immefl** 
/i/iee in (lansula, miA iir^vw»M vi\\vix\>wXtt,tion oflinnit^ 
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Ard continniiig to prosper. Many of the Indians are 
low beginning to acquire settled habits, and to cnl- 
tinte farms, but many more are yet totally abandon- 
ed to idleness and debauchery. 

The country to Hamilton by Ancaster, is partly 
forest, partly settled. The soil is chiefly clay. An- 
eiiter stands high, with some fine farms about it, 
Wealthy and well watered. 

Immediately before reaching Hamilton, we come 
to the brink of a high limestone ridge, and command 
ft magnificent view of the rich flat below, extending 
to Lake Ontario. At St Catharine's, a small town, 
dependent upon the Welland Canal, we passed that 
work, and saw some of the wooden locks. 

The country through which I travelled next day, 
lies between the great limestone ridge and Lake Ou- 
tario. This remarkable ridge extends from the Ge- 
nessee country, in the State of New York, and, cross- 
ing the Niagara River, forms the celebrated ^Is. 
It is beautifully diversified with woodland, orchards, 
and fiftrms, is very productive, and settling with con- 
siderable rapidity. On Monday evening I concluded 
this part of my excursion, by reaching a friend's 
house at the Falls. 

Before proceeding to the third branch of my let- 
ter, viz. Elmigration to the United States, I may no- 
tice the current average prices of some articles in 
Upper Canada, at this date. May 1831 : — 

Ploughflfrom £110 to £200 Cxurrency. 

Waggons, 15 

Farmhorses, five years old, 12 10 to \5 Q Q 
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Oxen, for draught, £10 to £12 10 per pair. 

CowR, 2 to 3 

Sheep, 5 to 7 6 

Swine, 10 to 15 per cwt 

Poultry, 7J 

Farm servants, per annum, 24 to 30 and hwxi 

Female ditto do. 12 10 to 15 



May Ist 1831 — Prices of Farm Produce. 

Whcat,perbuBhclof60Ib L.O 5 

Barley, do. of 50 lb. .... 3 !( 

Oats, do. of 36 lb 10 

Hay, per ton 15 

Corn (Maize), per bushel of 60 lb. . . . 2 f 
Potatoes, do. do. from Is. 3d* to Is. lOi 

Pork, per lb ^ 

Butter, ditto . ?1 

Labourers were receiving last spring about 8 dollan 
or 40s. per month, and board, at the canals and pub- 
lic works. 

This fine province is making wonderful advancei) 
and when the canals, and some projected railways, 
are fairly in operation, its progress will become yet 
more rapid. In 1824, 10,000bushelsof wheat were 
shipped upon Ontario from Burlington Bay, and in 
1830 the export had reached to 150,000 bushels. 
Five bushels of wheat are allowed to the barrel of 
flour. 

The two great Canada canals have given rise to 

much public and private discussion ; and opinions of 

their value, diametrically opposed to each other, are 

entertained by men who would seem equally quali* 

Hed to judge. 
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relland Canal, which connects Lake Elrie 
I Ontario, avoiding the Niagara Falls, is in- 
r mercantile purposes. The Rideao Canal 
executed by Grovemment with a view both 
itile and military purposes. Without at all 
g to give an opinion, I feel bound to state, 
impression made upon my mind, by those 
rhom I considered perfect masters of the 
arings of the case, and whom I know to be 
ent and disinlierested men, is adverse to the 
d probable success of these great works, at 
3n compared with the cost at which they 
a constructed. Heavy as the expense, how- 
been, we must not rashly infer that it has 
)gether thrown away; and, although it is 
:hat a far more moderate expenditure upon 
d railways might have been attended with 
*esults, we must yet hope to see essential 
rtant benefits flowing from these canals. 



( 2M ) 



CHAPTER III. 

Emigration to The States-^lbanj— Valley of the HodioB^ 
Value of varioui Fanus-^Produce and Prices— Genciet 
Country — Michigan. 

In offering a few remarkf upon the protpectorf 
emigranU to the States, no many circamitancet OMtf 
upon which it would be necensary to touch, thit I 
almost shrink from the attempt. The g^eat and is* 
teresting tie which must be severed when we lesre 
our native country, and become the denizens of an- 
other, is a point which every man must settle for lilni' 
self. Should it prove no impediment, he will hi 
numerous and varied fields of agricultural enterprise 
])resenting themselves in every quarter of the Union. 
He will find perfect security and independence, and) 
with ordinary good sense and good humour, can 
have no difficulty in maintaining friendly habits with 
his neighbours. 

Two plans present themselves to the emigrant witb 
capital in fixing his residence in the States. He majf 
either purchase or occupy a farm in the old settled 
])art of the country, or he may establish himself ia 
Home of the new or yet unsettled portions of the 
older States. T\\e cWxe.^ mwsXV^ ^^^^x^^^^^ol qu the 
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^^eans and cliaracter of the individual ; but in either 
^^^y the greatest risk of disappointment wiU always 
^^ found in fixing too hastily. I would strongly 
^'^commend to every man who may emigrate to 
Oanada or the States, that he should allot some 
^klonths to looking about him, ere he make a pur- 
^sliase, which it is not again so easy to exchange, 
^liould any of those numerous drawbacks present 
'Uiemselves, which we are ever too apt to overlook 
in the excitement of the moment. 

The arrangements for managing and disposing of 
^e United States' public lands are very complete, 
«[id no difficulty or annoyance is likely to occur, if 
yire except, perhaps, the delay in receiving the formal 
title or patent, occasioned by a heavy arrear of busi- 
ness in that department. This occasions, however, 
neither loss nor hazard, as the warrant of possession 
which every purchaser immediately receives, secures 
him in all the rights of property. 
- A bureau at Washington, under a head commis- 
siooer (at present Judge Hayward), superintends the 
ysrious land«offices established throughout every part 
ef the country, and where intending purchasers are 
treated with the utmost civility and dispatch. 

I had the honour of being personally introduced 
to Bir Hayward by the President himself; and I 
would take this opportunity of expressing my deep 
sense of the cordial and kind reception I met with 
from General Jackson, Mr Van Buren, and others, 
and of the candid and open manner in which the busi- 

t2 






ttf tlw laad-oAM WM flB|pliiBed la me 
Hayward. 

Aa it if inpoiriU^ widkin nwowdble tat 
ditcon mriaUm the ieipedti?« fltaeM of the di 
Stateefar e ffbriingconfogt ri aeeetdamentit^ 
emignnt% I shall detafl mj <nrm pefaonal ol 
tioMy made upon the Bndu of the Hudsda^ 
Albany, aad ia M»ie parte of the G^mmib m 
iad the iaf hra ml iea whiA I Was eaaUedte^ 
from nMMt reepeetaUe oetdeia in Miehigaii, m 
eaaqple of iHiat ia geaerallf to be exjiectod 
weeten eomitiyy leaiiag niirii inferaaoM to be 
H the etitenaBnte deseiY^ 

Variooi daeses of eettlen are to 4ie feuftd 
Stately from the lum of nibetaaoe and oqiitti 
rough back woodtman and squaUerg bat a 
disentsion of the flereral grades does not seeo 
here required* 

The first farm which I visited was in the 
diate vicinity of Albany, forming part of the p 
Estate of Mr Van Ransalser. It contained 60< 
of fine mellow loam along the banks of the 
divided into fields by rail-fences^ which ooi 
4s. 6d. per sixteen feet, including boards, nai 
Work, — ^four rails, and abont five feet high. 

The crops chiefly raised are wheat, India] 
pumpkins, planted in the intervals or rows 
potatoes, and large quantities of Timothy fc 
The buildings are of timber, handsome an 
venient. 

The farm waa\e%> ^oma ^a«c% ^^^ ^\» ^QQQ c 
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li. 45O9 which, in America, seems to be a very 

;h rent ; but it must be recollected that the situa- 

n is particularly favourable, from its close contact 

ith the thriying city of Albany. A turnpike road 

pon Macadam's principle, has been commenced, from 

ilbany to the north, and six miles of it are already 

<smpleted. It runs through the centre of this farm. 

It is, at present, the home farm of the eldest son of 

Mr Van RansalsBr, who has imported, at consider- 

^e expense, from England, some fine short-horn 

Hock, and which he is very successfully crossing, 

^th a judicious selection of native cows. 

Although very fine cattle and sheep are to be 
found in some districts, I am satisfied that more may 
\e done in the department of live-stock, than in any 
other branch of American husbandry. 

Ab the country becomes more populous, manufac- 
tures (already far advanced) will continue to in- 
creasey and fat stock, with dairy produce, must be- 
oome objects of greater importance to the farmer 
than they have hitherto been. I met with a very 
intelligent cattle-dealer in Pennsylvania, who gave 
me muohk information on this subject. He and his 
partners deal, to a large extent, for the Philadelphia 
and New York markets. The system appeared to 
be perfectly organized. They purchase all the fat 
stock they can procure within a reasonable range of 
tfiese cities, which are first disposed of to the but- 
chers ; and having thus cleared the field, they bring 
forward their droves from the back settlements or dis- 
tant states, in such a succession, a% «w^^\\^<&^^'Oc\^>n' 
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glutting, the market. Some of their cattle travel 
ahove 600 miles, and are two months on the road. 
He told me that he purchased 400 oxen every year 
from one Kentucky farmer, and he considers a stock 
farm to he a very sure and profitable concern. Neir 
York takes about 700 oxen a-week when the demand 
is brisk. These weigh, on an average, about 55 
stone, 14 lb. to a stone ; and the price he receives, is 
from L. 12 to L. 13 a-head. I was happy to hear his 
opinion regarding live and dead weight to coincide 
nearly with my own. When prime Jai, he reckons 
on a sink of onc'third only, on the live weight He 
dislikes pumpkin fed beef, and always insists on tbe 
animals which he purchases being fed, at least lat- 
terly, on maize. His expenses are high, mnch of 
liis stock costing him above L. 2 a-head in road ex- 
penses ; and he gives his head drivers 4s. 6d. a-day, 
with food for themselves and horses. His profits 
this season, he says, have been very handsome, and 
the trade in general is a good one to a steady man, 
with sufficient capital. 

Horses, in all parts of the States and Canada 
which I visited, and I believe universally, are to be 
remarked as superior in the qualities of action, 
strength, and figure. It is rare to pass a farmers 
team, without noticing horses worthy of being trans- 
ferred to any gentleman's stud. They are kindly 
treated, well fed, and remarkably docile, of which I 
met with repeated instances, which would have not a 
little astonished out ^Ts»t rate English coachmen. 



davbnpobt's paam. 2d5 

They are in general about 15 hands, or 15^, and cost 
from Li. 10 to L. 25 each. 

From Albany, I proceeded about 30 miles up the 
river, where I spent several days with a friend, and, 
in his company, examined some farms, then on sale, 
in his neighbourhood. 

To afford some idea of the expected prices and 
returns of old &rms in this district, I shall subjoin a 
few notes, which I made at the time of my visit. 

Ist, Captain Davenport's farm on the east bank of 
the Hudson. It contains 850 acres, 100 of which 
are in wood, hemlock (or Canada pine, the bark of 
which is in general use for tanning), maple, beech, &c. 
The soil is partly clay, partly sandy loam. A large 
pcMrtion is a rich holm, on the river side, and of the 
finest quality. The price demanded is 30 dollars, 
L. 7, 10s. per acre ; but it would probably be bought 
for 25 dollars, or L. 5, 12s. The return might rea- 
sonably be expected to reach L. 112, 10s., clear of 
expenses, from the flat land, and L. 70 from the pro- 
fit on a sheep stock, on the upper portion of the farm, 
in whole L. 182, 10s. The price would be at L. 5, 
10s«, L. 1875,* and an outlay on buildings, fences, 
and drains, of L. 1000 more, would still be within 
L. 3000, for which you have a return of above L. 180. 
in making this rough estimate, I resolved to be 
moderate in estimating returns, and liberal in calcu- 
lating outlay, and am perfectly satisfied that an indus- 



* This property has been lately purchased by a gentleman 
from Scotland for li. 2000. 



trioni Bcolgh fcnacr would nwiti w m profit of L M6 1 

It M to be noticed alio, that one-hdf of the tiidwr 
nught be at onee sold oif» withont wy detriaieBtfi 
the fann, aad that I calculate upon die owimt nl 
his fionily drawing the ordinary articles of mbnlr 
ence from the land, beddes die dbore return. 

2d, Next to this fimn, was that of Mr Kaktan 
bocfcer, containing S75 aores. lliere is-a fine hM 
also on this fivm, and the upland aeeraed fiilLylMttv 
than No. 1. This fiurm was let last year in tkni 
for one year, aad the owner received L.69. "Tkn 
price asked is L*4 per acre^ or L. lliM), and Ii.SOO 
more would be required for honaes, fences, ftc IW9 
is no more timber than is requisite for the use of tk 
estate. This farm seemed to be in very indifiereht 
order. 

Sd, Mr Chesney's farm, 106 acres, with wood 
sufficient for use of the property. About 40 acref 
of Tery fine holm, capable of yielding, I was assured 
40 or 45 bushels of oats, or other grain in proipor 
tion. This farm could be had for L. 530, and woob 
certainly return L. 45 or L. 50 clear. It was in ver 
fair order. 

4th, Air Vely's farm, 118 acres, 40 acres of moi 
superior holm ; the upland good ; with a stream nv 
ning through it. The houses appeared to be nei 
This farm could be had for L. 400, and the retnr 
could not be less than L. 35 or L. 40. 

5th, A farm of 300 acres, occupied by Coloac 
Grant, at a rent o£ ^QO ^QYLttx%>\A.^l A^^* The soi 
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ts good loam> nine parts of it are day. A new 
i^eUing-honsey and a good bam, with a valuaible 
irood lot. It might be bought for L. 1500. 

The whole of these properties were evidently sus* 
Qoptible of gpreat improyement, though in foul and 
bad condition. The local situation is good; the 
Clhamplain Canal passing within half a mile, but 
aoparated by the river. The roads are either already 
tompikey or becoming such, though certainly not of 
ft description to pass through the ordeal of Mr Mac- 
adam. No. 3 and 4 are contiguous, and might be 
■drantageously thrown into one estate. 

Tlie following list of prices, &c. I procured from 
the best authority as current in April 1831 : 

Cwrrent PrkeSf amd Rates of Wages^ on Hudson Ri* 
very tibove Albantf^ April 1831. 

Woffes. — Men for general farm-work, summer, 
£2,* 5s. per month; witer, £1, 7s. per month. 
Hairest'Work, cradling wheat, 4s. 6d. per day. A 
oradleHMythe is said to cut four acres a-day, and re- 
spares one man'to bind to each cradler. Hay cut- 
ting, 2%. 7cL a-dayw— -Board found besides to all these, 
flood cooks, IBs. to 278. per month. Chamber- 
maids, Ids. 6d. to IBs. per month* 

Lhe Stock. — Good ordinary horses, £ 20 to £ 25. 
Oxen, per pair, with yoke and chain, £ 20 to £30. 
Cows, £4^ 10b. to £6. Merino d\««^)^%^XQ\^.% 
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Saxony, Ids. 6d. to 458. ; common iheep, a sort of 
coarse Leicesters, 48. 6d. to 98. after shearing. 
Brood sow, £2, 5s. to £ 3, 10s. Hogs, Id. to 1^ 
per tb on live weight. Creese, 2s. lOd* a-pair. Tor* 
keys, 28. Id. each. Fowls, 6^d. 

Utensils. — Farm waggon, £13, lOs. Ox art, 
£ 10. Lumber sleigh, £3 to £5. Ploughs, £1, 10b* 
to £ 1, 16s. Pleasure sleigh, £ 7 to £ 70; ditto wag- 
gon, £ 9 to £ 35. Crood double harness, £ 18. 

Produce. — Wheat, 6s. 9d. per bushel. Barley, 2b. 
8d. Oats, Is. 6d. Indian com, 2s. 3d. Potatoes, 
Is. 3d. Beef, per quarter, 18s. to 23s. ; per lb 2d. 
to 4d. Mutton, 1^. to 2d. per lb. Veal the sama 
Pork, 22s. to 278. per cwt. Hay, from 23s. to f 3 
108. per ton. Cyder, 4s. 6d. to IBs. per barrel of 
32 gallons. "Wool, merino, 28. 7d.; common, l8.8d. 
I)er lb (16 oz. to lb). Live goose feathers, 28. Id. 
per lb. Butter, 5d. per lb. Cheese, 2d. to 4d. per lb. 
E^gs, 4(1. to 5d. per doz. Brandy (French), 48 6d. 
per gallon. Gin, 3s. ditto. Whisky, Is. Id. to Is. 
6d. ditto. Excellent table beer, 4s. 6d. per barrel of 
32 gallons. Fire-wood, 13s. 6d. country price; 228. 
to 27s. town price, per cord of 128 cubic feet, de- 
livered 4 feet long, and costs 2s. per cord to cut to 
lengtli required for use. 

The American farmers live comfortably, and at a 
very moderate expense. Candles and soap are ge- 
nerally manufactured ito\xi\Lv\^«^x<i'l\v%fc. A^^ood 
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housewife assured me, that the butcher-meat for her 
Bamily, fifteen in nmnber, did not exceed, tn whoLe^ 
Is. per day (three meals), except when she allowed 
them turkeys and other poultry, when she reckoned 
the expense at 2s. 6d. The flour consumed did not 
exceed 4s. 6d. per week. They have fruit, both 
fresh and preserved, in the utmost profusion ; and 
tte cider barrel is always ready broached. A good 
many articles of clothing are spun or woven at home; 
and the geese are subjected to periodical contribu- 
tions towards the bedding of the household, or the 
feathers sold at a good price. 

At a later period in my tour, I passed through a 
considerable portion of the Genesee country, cele- 
brated for its gpreat fertility, and the superior quali- 
ty of its produce. Upon entering this part of New 
Tork state from Canada, I was immediately struck 
by the superior quality of the cattle. On many 
farms I observed a variety of these in shape and size 
greatly resembling the heavy class of our west 
BBghlanders. They were chiefly of a dark brin-* 
died colour, and many of them really handsome. I 
did not see a particular portion of the Genesee dis- 
trict, which is said to be uncommonly rich ; but what 
came under my view, in a journey of betweep three 
and four hundred miles, in this part of the country, 
was certainly very fine. The surfsice is finely undu- 
lated, — rivers, brooks, lakes, farms, villages, and fo- 
rest scenery, all presenting themselves in succession. 
The soil is sometitnes rather light, but generally a 
ifO€>d, and often a rich black loam. 
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The crops of wheat, dorer, rye, pease, and Indiail 
com all looked well; and the orcharda of peachi 
plum, apple, &c were richly laden with hlossom. 
The houses and buildings I found generally very 
good. Where laud is let for a money rent, it is com* 
monly 4s. 6d. per acre. Old farms sell from £4, lOs. 
to £ 9 per acre, including houses, orchards, &c 

I found every where in this quarter noble single 
trees, elm, oak, &c. judiciously left in the fields, af- 
fording both ornament and shelter, and the total want 
of which in many cultivated portions of Canada and 
the States, gives an appearance of nakedness ereit 
in situations where wood is treated as a nuisance. 
I would remark, dso, that a great improvement, m 
shelter and beauty, would be e£Fected, by frequently 
substituting hedges for rail fences. An ELnglish fieur- 
mer near Geneva, I was informed, has miles of fine 
hawthorn hedges, four feet high, and completely be- 
lying the assertion that thorns will not succeed in 
America. His practice is to plant in a trench, not 
upon a ridge or bank, as the great risk of failure is 
from the summer drought. 

Before reaching Albany, I travelled the greatest 
part of one day through the valley of the Mohawk, 
and upon which lie the rich German flats. It is a 
noble country, and the land of the very first quality, 
but farmed too often in a slovenly manner. 

The country of Michigan, which I selected as a 
sample of new settlement in the west, is at present 
^uite tlie rage, and has, in a great degree, supplanted 
Ohio, Illinois, &c. It Yi^^Ao^Vw^wi W ^M ^tA45' 
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4(K N. Lat., and 5° 12' and lO"" W. Long., to the 
westward of Lake Erie, and including an immense 
extent of country capable of improvement, with fine 
water privileges. Detroit, 'an old French town, is 
ita capitaL By a reference to the map, it will be 
seen that Michigan can readily avail itself of New 
York, New Orleans, or Montreal, as markets, and 
musty of course, derive from such facilities of inter* 
eoarse considerable advantage. The dimate is tem- 
peiUte and healthy. Winter sets in generally about 
the middle of November, and continues till about the 
middle of March. At Detroit, in 1818, the mean 
heat of January was 24° ; and in 1820, the mean 
heat of July was eO"" ; of December, 27°. 

• The soil is in general a good fertile loam, upon 
Ifattestome ; and, in some places, a calcareous earth is 
tomed up, mixed with the common soil, which is 
extremely productive. Clay is also prevalent in 
some parts. 

• This territory is better watered than any other in 
the United States. There is an abundance of game» 
deer, bears, hares, ducks, turkey, quail, &c and it is 
finely diversified with lakes and brooks, rising in 
most parts from copious springs. 

- Besides other sources of information, I happened 
to travel, at difierent times, with two Michigan set- 
tiers, who said much in its praise, and, although it 
is quite usual for that dass of persons to magnify 
the advantages of a country where they are them- 
telTOS fixed, I have every reason to believe that the 
Statements^ separate and distinct, wbi(^ \ x^^^w^ 
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from these indiridtialfy were sabetantialljr corred 
hftring found them, in all etientUd pointe, not onl] 
to oonfinn each other, but also to be corroborated bj 
other documenta and evidence, which it waa impea 
•ible to doubt. 

The fint of these individuals whom I mety was i 
fellow-passenger in the track-boat from BnflUo ti 
Rochester, upon the great Erie CanaL He i^^pear^ 
ed to be one of those characters so numeroua in the 
States, who are always ready to make a move when 
they consider it lilcely to better their condition^ or 
even to offer reasonable hopes of a Cdr return, fiir 
indulging their love of enterprise. He and a brother 
hail, in this way, explored Michig^ a few years ago^ 
and had picked up various lots of land, near intend- 
ed towns, harboura, &c. for which they paid 5u, 7^. 
per acre, und which can alreaily be sold for 22s. 6d 
per acre. They intend to diHpose of some, and to 
occupy part themselves, as he liken the country fors 
residence, lie considers it superior to Ohio, ai be- 
ing more healthy. The country is in some plscef 
under heavy timber, and in others it is open prairiSf 
where a settler lias nothing to do but to start iiii 
plough. The soil is in general a loamy blackiiii 
sand, very productive. Eighty acres may be pnr- 
chascsd in the Government Land-office for £22, 10k 
A Mr Gilbert, who realized a fortune as a contrse- 
tur for work on the Erie Canal, has transferred hit 
capital to, and fixed his residence in, Michigan. He 
vested £ 2250 in land, which, at 5k. 7^d. per screp 
/iiakes a tolerably exteu^Vr^ ^vm\>iL\ti. W^ vkSasm^ 
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ind improying with great spirit, and this autumn he 
rUl have 400 acres in wheat. As a proof of the 
idmixture of calcareous matter in much of the soil, 
Mir Gilbert had a tract of what he considered to be 
rery sterile sand, and not worth Ss. an acre, to sell. 
Etis men having been sent to procure some of this 
Mid, to be employed in building, they found their 
hands bUgtered; and, upon a farther inyestigation, the 
calcareous matter in the sand has proved so usefiil, 
that Mr Gilbert would not take 25s« an acre now for 
irbat he had previously esteemed of so little value. 
Wheat is selling readily at Detroit for 4s. 6d. per 
bushel : the return is from 20 to 40 bushels per 
acre* 

My other Michigan friend is established in the 
town of Ypsilante, a city which does not yet figure 
in any map. He holds land and farms, but his pro-> 
per avocation is somewhat miscellaneous. He has 
built a large tavern, opened a warehouse or store, 
and runs the stage for sixty miles. He appeared to 
be an uncommonly shrewd sensible man, looking 
sharp after every thing. When we met, he was tra- 
velling to New York, to make purchases of goods 
for the season, and, inter alia^ two or three additional 
coaches. The influx of emigrants at present to Mi-> 
chig^ is quite remarkable. Seven steam-vessels 
ply from Buffalo to Detroit, and the decks have 
been swarming every day since the navigation open- 
ed for the season. Mr Stackhouse is convinced, 
that, for many years, a home-market will be found 
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amon^ the new ■ettlors fbr all the Michigan pro* 
<lnce. 

Land-offices aro GHtahliiihed in yarions situationif 
where the settlor may proride himself with a farm 
at the usual rate of 68. 7^d. per acre. Should be 
chance to fancy one in scnne favoured spot (moit of 
which aro already secured along the gpreat road for 
300 miles through the country), he will have litde 
difficulty in procuring it for 12s. or 15s. an acre. 

Michigan is not yet admitted into the Union M a 
state. Intelligent settlers consider this to be no dif- 
advantage. The expense of their public worki) w 
roads, bridges, jailH, court-houses, &o., are defhiyed 
by the General (fovernmont, in place of being M- 
nessed upon thcmHc^lves ; and although they cannot 
boast of one or two nutuiberrt of Congress, their in- 
tereHts are sufficiently wntched by a Delegate, who 
resides at VViiMluiigton for that purpose. Mr Stack- 
house deHcribes the Hcc^nery am in many places high- 
ly romantic. 

The timber consists of lilnck walnut, elm, beech, 
oak, liickory, sugar maple, &c. The produce of the 
land runM from 25 to 50 buHhels after one boshel 
sown of wheat, Indian com, ^c. Turnips aro likely 
to succeed well, also beet and mangel wurzel. Price* 
of stock, &c. Heem to bo much the same as in Cana- 
da. Horses <M)Ht from £ IH to £22, 10s.; oxen 
from £ 15 to £ 18 a pair. Mechanics are establish- 
ing thfjmselves wherever demand for their labour is 
found. The \tAw,% luvd rWcrti abound with fish, ai 
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tarout, white fish, bass, ^c, and game is plentifol. 
The Indians are fonnd in the more remote parts of 
"Ae country, but' they are perfectly harmless, and 
*«eldom come near the settlers. 

'• Such is an outline of the account I received of 
Michigan, and which, I have no doubt, is in all es- 
sential particulars correct. 

I may add, that, from the rapid improvement 
which has even already taken place, in regard to 
communication, the journey from Michigan to New 
York is easily accomplished in six days. 

In 1820, a Government Expedition was sent into 
the western country, for the purpose of ascertain- 
ing the natural advantages and productions. The 
report is highly favourable to the fertility and capa- 
bHities of Michigan. An extensive range of country 
upon the River and Bay of Saganaw, on Lake Hu- 
ron, is spoken of, in terms of high admiration, for 
the richness of the soil, and natural beauty of the 
scenery, and also as . presenting uncommon induce- 
ments jto ei^terprising. and industrious farmers and 
mechanics, from its central and advantageous posi- 
tion for business. Saganaw Bay is about 60 miles 
in length, and 30 miles wide, with numerous fine 
islands. It is 180 miles west of Detroit. Game is 
mentioned to. be very abundant, consisting of deer, 
bear, brown rabbit, or hare, weighing about 6 tb, 
partridge or grouse, pigeons, ducks, &c. Fox Ri- 
vez is. also specially noticed as highly desirable for 
settlers, m regard to quality of ao\\> V^«xvV^ ^ «sv^\^- 

\3 
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(sftl Adraatagat. It runs into the wefl end of ImI 
Miehigaiu 

I iDsde out ft rough Mtinrnto of a mippoMd fa 
veftment in Michigani and baring robmittod H i 
the oorraetion of competent jndgef, acquainted will 
the present state of the district, it may perhaps b 
useftd to insert it, especially as it applies also 
much of Upper Canada. 

Price of 160 ocrei, at IJ dollar^ f« 900 dftlUmi, or £4A 
Bxpenfe atnwtd^ Ulxnir, (My IM 

ftcreft), and rail fonco, at Q doL 

lam 900 «^ ^ 202 10 

Harv<!MtiDg, at 2 dollan, . . . 900 ««» «^ 07 10 • 
Cost of dwelIiiig«houM, itablei, 

4c 800 «« «^ 180 i 



2200 £495 



Iftflumf.— Produce of \Mi acre* (20 bunhclii per acre) 90(0 
UuMhelji, at 1 dollar per bu»hel, . . . £071} 

deduct . 41;5 



i' 180 clear. 

The dollar is taken at 4s. 6d. No allowance if 
made for maintenanco, and it may be said that tb« 
(*xi>enses are underrated. The above estimate, bow- 
over, is g^ivon upon pretty good data, and as the 
settler will certainly repeat the wheat crop for st 
least one or two seasons more without any deterio- 
ration, and becomes, likowiMe, free owner of land 
and houses, he may afford to double or treble tbst 
item, or to take a smaller return per acre, or a lowsr 
prioti per buMlieV^ and. ttvll b<5 very well off. The 
return was stated to ma ^V %b ot ^V^ V^^ yst ^ia^ 
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4 an average, and a dollar was the price given last 
eason without any particular exdtement. The 
uynaea are of a superior description, the dwelling- 
femiaes being supposed to contain seven or eight 
nmns, willi kitchen and other domestic offices at* 
tMhad. 

A good deal of discussion took place before the 
Bmigration Committee, upon the probability of set- 
tiers being able to refund a portion, or the whole,. of 
the sums advanced by Government on their account. 
Should there be any foundation at all for the state- 
unnt I have here given, it is abundantly clear that 
Mr THlmot Horton's expectations on that head may 
be very easily realized. 

The tide of emigration is at present setting very 
strong into Michigan. It is stated in the Detroit 
CSonrier of 26th May last, ** that the sales of public 
lands up to 5 o'clock yesterday, amounted to 20,700 
dollars I On two several days they exceeded 5000 ; 
one day, 5600. The total amount in this district 
atone, since the 1st of March, is 48,727 dollars.'^ 

The cotton-plant, the grape-vine, the sweet potato 
ef Carolina, tomato, and the egg-plant, were all suo- 
seMfblly cultivated last year *. 

The period cannot be remote when pauperism 
imist become an object of anxious investigation, as 
it already is of deep solicitude to every wellwisher of 
his oountry, and must be followed up with measures 

* Appendix^ No. I. 

13^ 
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of energy and decision adequate to the political vA 
moral importance of the sabject. 

While it may well be esteemed a dobious polky 
to pamper population by any permanent system o( 
encouragement, few thinking minds will deny dirt 
the existing pressure, (whether it be an actual exoea 
or not), ought to be forthwith remoyed, and with, no 
farther delay than the discovery of a safe and pnO' 
ticable vent may require. 

Whether we contemplate the mass of wretched- 
ness and sickening hopelessness in which thoosandi 
of well meaning labourers and artizans are at thu 
moment plunged, or the absorbing demands whidi 
their nci*e8sitie8 occasion, by the amount of parisk 
rates, all must concur in the anxious wish, that soiiK 
remedy may ere long be devised. We have writtei 
and said so much upon this subject, that, from the 
very att(*mpt8 to throw in light, it has become mar* 
vcUously mystified and confused. Neither is it tc 
be concealed that considerable and conflicting diffi 
culties exist, though it is believed aud hoped, nom 
which patient investigation and a liberal policy ma} 
not overcome. It may be reasonably assumed, that 
parishes distressed by rates will readily concur in i 
fair and final composition, which is to free them fron 
a heavy and a growing annual charge. Government 
on the other hand, by receiving such funds, and 
making simple and economical arrangements, may 
not only relieve the pressure at home, but will also 
confer happiness and independence upon those who 
have uiiliappWy oc«.a&vvi\Mi^ >C»Cift ^vssVt^'^'a.. Neither 
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^^t^ it seem necessary to open the public purse for 
tlii« desirable object ; on the contrary, by a judicious 
Selection of settlements, and reserving lots of Govern- 
Uieiit lands adjoining those devoted to emigrants, 
tbere cm be little doubt that, in a few years, con- 
^derable sales may be e£Fected. The man who finds 
Innself and family comfortably and conveniently 
•etded upon fifty or an hundred acres, will ere long 
be willing and able to pay for a like quantity, which 
iias been left alongside of his farm, and in this way 
Oofemraent may be amply reimbursed. 
** In regard to the question of place. Upper Canada 
wonld «eem, on many accounts, to be most appro- 
priate ; nor can I bring myself, for a moment, to put 
Tasmania, New Holland, &i% in competition, how- 
ever high the eulogiums which my respected friend 
tiie Eiditj^ of the Journal of Agriculture has passed 
upon Australasia. A pestilential and impure moral 
atmosphere hangs over these colonies, which wyi 
require a very long period to dispel ; and although 
tihis can be certainly best e£Pected by a wholesome 
iiifiision of character from home, it must prove a 
heavy sacrifice to those individuals who undertake 
the task. The climate, the soil, the accessibility of 
North America, with various other circumstances, 
offer nearly an assurance of success. The experi- 
ments hitherto made by Government, in those colo- 
nies, although far indeed from having failed, might 
certainly have been conducted in a more satisfactory 
and economical manner. 

The settlen sent out by Go^envTOi^rLX. Vwt^V^^s^ 
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of that rlHMN which coaWl r^ntribiitn nothing but 
innnnnl luboiir, atiil tfio trnnnaction mniit nnrcfmariJj 
MMiimn a v<;ry diffimmt afipocl; if parifihoN are called 
upon to lionr a principal fmrt iff tho expenye. Sfsltle* 
tnmitfi hart* hccn ifntahliiilieil ako in a mannf^r not 
qnito JHflicioiifi. Thny havo hnen dropped too mueb 
at random, and at remote dintancei from each other, 
deprived of all the comfort and iiapport wbi«h n 
more r^incentrated nynUtm woidd have produced* 

It ill ohvionn that, in dealing with our dead weight 
of population, two clanMefi nnint be formed, vis* thoie 
who rfifi, and thoHe who mnnot, bear a certain portion 
of the ner^fwary expenwe of nfinoval. With tfaefint 
of thoNe deflcriptionn (»f emigrants it will not be veiy 
difficult to make nuitable arrangementn, and a« to tte 
lntt<*r, there am be no doubt that niurh gf»o<l mayk 
Attained by the eiitabliHbnKMit of an honoui'nble Mid 
nctive agf'ury in (!unmla, Uy ascertain and regiit<n' tb«! 
want«i of the colouiNtH, or public worlcN, in regard to 
flervantii, art.i%anH, and labourers, to receive nnd ha*' 
Imnd any iiniall i'uiuU which the eniigninfji may pofi* 
Hem, and generally to HUpply a link in the chflin, 
which \H at pre«ient aNNuredly wanting. Tn thinwAfi 
coniniunicatiouH might be niude to the mother cenn' 
try of the probable nupjily rcfpiired for the imnwnfH 
fieafton, and much diMtreNN and diMippointnient pfv- 
vented. Tt may be fiaid that Government ban, at 
thiH time, emigrant agentii in Canada, and nwh i^ 
truly the cane. Hut thenc gentlemen are engngcd h 
mercantile purMuU, au<l are in many rcHpectfi Hi^ 
//fiafi/ied for eHin\A*\ii\\\i\v; >^^^^' '^'a^^^^^'^''*^^^^^^'^^^^ 
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Kilonistg and emigranti, which, it is thought, may 
^ advantageoiisly procured. 

To some men, and those too of no ordinary stamp, 
ftBUgration, under any modification, is an object oF 
Inmay. Viewing it as palpable encouragement of 
avilf which it professes to remove, they cannot be 
bidiioed to countenance it. It may be doubted, how- 
eTer» whether theory is not carried by such econo- 
mists rather too far; and it is not unreasonable to 
kojpey that, by taking off the surplus which so many 
portioiis of our land present, a better system might 
ha introduced in regard to parish paupers, leading or 
aompelling the people to adopt that moral check, 
which sound politicians and moralists agree can alone 
effectually preserve the labouring classes in a whole- 
lome state of numbers, and tend to apportion the 
•apply of hands to the labour which is provided to 
be done. The system of removing paupers to Ca- 
nada has been already partially adopted by some 
English parishes, and I had a personal opportunity 
of witnessing the inadequacy of the arrangements, 
in regard to a large party in Somersetshire, that 
arrived in Quebec, while I was there,— I think there 
wpre one hundred and fifty, seemingly of the class 
of agricultural labourers, and they were imder the 
ebarge of a respectable parish overseer, whose duty 
it was to have justice done to them on board ship, 
and to land them at Montreal. There, they were to 
be absolutely cast a-drift, each man receiving L.4 ; 
but no arrangements having been contemplated for 
locating them^ or for providing work^ tbey would 
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very qnicklybe relieved of their cash by the tavern- 
keepers, and left destitute, a heavy burden to them- 
selves, and a nuisance to the province. 

Had the money been secured and judiciously ex- 
pended, it would have sufficed to place them in com- 
fort and independence. Some weeks after, I mel 
iivith several of these poor fellows, in the Upper 
Province, wandering about in search of service or 
employment. 

In this case, the fault lay in the system, not in tbe 
emigfrants; but there are innumerable instancMi 
where the emig^rant has only to blame himself foi 
failure and disappointment. The history of a York- 
shire farmer and his wife, who returned to Britux 
in the same packet with myself, will, in some degree 
illustrate this position. An unmarried uncle, wb 
had emifi^rated to America, returned to England, fa 
the purpose of realizing a legacy, and gave such a€ 
counts of Michigan (for it was in that land of pro 
mise the scene lay) as to induce this man and hi 
wife to emigrate also, about two years ago. He wz 
a stout, steady looking man, in the printie of life 
the wife seemed very little calculated for encountei 
ing any hardship. Upon conversing with him, 
found him totally ignorant of the distinguishin, 
features of Michigan. He said land was " fai 
enough ; that his uncle o£Pered him eighty acres t 
himself, but that it was not worth having ; it wa 
no famif it was all vnld^ and a loghouse (the wif 
added) just fit for pigs." The uncle then proposes 
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Uo liiin to work his made farm, on shares, by which 
b« would have had one-ha]f to himself ; hot neither 
lid this suit his expectations. << He said that was 
Ktierely to make him toil like a slave^ when his uncle 
^ronld live like a gentleman ; he had never been a 
^eirant to any man, and he would not begin in 
.America, if he could find bread in Ekigland." 

In short, a child died, the wife took a disgust at 
the country, and here he was on his way home, after 
ipending time and money to no usefal end. I am 
BOt sure but there was a little of diamond cut 
dkanond in the family adventure, and that, while the 
imde perhaps looked on the nephew, as a likely fel- 
low to manage his farm in Michigan, the other had 
been making some shrewd speculations upon the 
legacy of L. 1000, which had given immediate rise 
to the emigration. 

And now comes the important question for indi- 
vidual consideration, '^ Is emigration expedient or 
not ?*' This must be decided by circumstances, and 
every man must judge for himself. Of this, how- 
ever, I think there can be no doubt, that either the 
moderate capitalist, or the frugal, sober, and indus- 
trious labourer or artisan cannot fail of success. 
Fortunes will not be rapidly or even readily acquir- 
ed ; but it must be the settler's own fault if he does 
not enjoy, in large abundance, every solid comfort 
and enjoyment of life, and rear around his table even 
a forest of " Olive pkmtSy^ without one anxious 
thought regarding their future destination or pro- 
vision. 
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No. I. 

TERRITORY OF MICHIGAN. 

m a small Tract of good authorityy published in the States,] . 

HiOAN Territory is bounded east and north by the 
al boundary line which separates it from Canada, west 
Mississippi river, and south by Illinois, Indiana, and 
It is governed by a Governor, and Legislative Council, 
led of 13 members : the former is appointed by the Pre- 
Df the United States, with the advice and consent of the 
f and holds his office during their pleasure ; but the lat^ 
elected every two years by the people; compose one 
only, and are allowed to hold two sessions a-year, not ex- 
l thirty days each. The Territory ia represented in Con- 
ly a Delegate^ chosen once in two years, who is entitled to 
ne pay as a member of the House of Representatives ; 
not allowed to vote in that body. The expenses of the 
iment of the territory was paid by the United States ; but 
m and county charges are defrayed by a direct tax. 
ulation. — It is estimated by the most competent judges, to 
1, at present, about 35,000 inhabitants. Its rapid and tiu 
g tide of emigration is such, as to induce the belief that 
shortly destined to be admitted to an equal rank among 
>litical stars which adorn the American constellation. 
resent growth and increasing importance, may be measu^ 
ttributed to the enterprising, active, and energetic talents 
present chief magistrate, Lewis Cass, whose personal 
jns and enlightened policy, has not only &ciUtated its 
aent, but tended in a great measure to develope its va- 
eaourcea. That part of the teiriloty \xcask<&^\^^ Vst^x- 
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in^ upon lakes Erie, St Clair, Huron, and their connectiog 
watom, is in general rather level, somewhat deficient in good 
uraier, and fur the most part heavilj timbered. But as you id- 
vanoi* in tho interior, it becomes gently undulating^ until it 
tonninates in rolling, heavy timbered land, of the first quali- 
tv, interspersed with oak openings, plains, and occasionallT 
prairies. 

The Plains are frequently covered with such a r^^ar, beui- 
tiful, and thriily growth of timber, so free from underbrush, u 
tu wear the asi)ect of a cultivated forest. 

They are more easily improved than the heavy timbered laod, 
and produce full as welL 

The OjteningM are often rather deficient in timber, though tber 
are not unfrequently skirted with plains, or contain patches 
of woodland, from which an ample supply may be obtained, 
not only for fuel, but for building, fencing, and all other ftnn- 
ing purposes, if used with economy. They usually require but 
little, and sometimes no labour to prepare them for the ploi^ 
three or four yoke of cattle arc found to be amply sufiident to 
break them ii]) the first time, after which they are cultivated 
with nearly as much ease as old improved lands. They are found 
to h'j excellent for wheat, to improve by cultivation^ and usual- 
ly U) produce a good crop of com the first season. 

The Prairies generally support a heavy grrowth of grass, are 
free from timber, and may be divided into two classes. One is 
called Dry, and the other is denominated Wet, Prairies. The 
former possess a rich soil, are easily cultivated, and generally 
yield in rich abundance almost every kind of produce which 
might l)e expected to flourish in 42* north latitude, especially 
those on St Joseph's river. And the latter often prove service- 
able, not only in aifbrding early pasture, but in supplying the 
emigrant with the means of wintering his cattle ; and may, 
with a little labour, frequently be made to yield an abundant 
supply of excellent hay. The interior of the territory is well 
watered with rivers, creeks and small lakes ; many of which 
contain an unusual quantity of fish. There are several salt- 
springs, which have not yet been tried nor improved, situate in 
(Uffcrent parts of t\ie temtorj, «Xi o^Nq\vvi\iVka.ve been reserved 
bv the United States ; Wt Vt \% xvot t«\srav >;>aa.\. «sx^ ^I'^^ss. 
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n proTe very valuable; yet it is more than probable, that bj 
ing a number of feet, tbe water would improve, and might 
nme cases at least, not only justify the erection of extensive 
ifa lor the manu&cture of salt, but prove also a source of re- 
Bue to the United States, as well as afford to the manufitc 
«r, the means of accumulating wealth, 
rhe survey part of the territory is laid out by the United 
ites into townships of six miles square, which are divided in- 
36 sections or square miles, containing each 610 acres. Tliese 
i subdivided by imaginary lines, into quarter and half quar* 
* sections; the latter of which contain each 80 acres, 
'he smallest quantity sold by the United States, and may, 
well as the laiger tracts, be selected by the purchaser. 
100^ there is a small tract of land which proves rather un- 
ilthy at the mouth of Huron, Saginaw and Rouge rivers, as 
Ilaa at the mouth of Brownstown and Swan Creeks, owing to 
) sluggishness of the water at the outlet of these streams ; 
t the climate of the surveyed part of the territory is not on- 
mfld but healthy, lying between 41** SO', and 42* 34' north 
itode. The air is salubrious, and the water generally p\ire 
S wliolesome. The soil, which produces in rich abundance, 
leat, rye, barley, oats, peas, beans, Indian com, and potatoes, 
weU as all kinds of vegetables, usually cultivated in the same 
Itode, consists of such a variety, that it cannot &il to suit 
> didioe of almost every person in the pursuit of agriculture. 
uit of course^ has not yet been tested in the interior, for the 
at of time, except peaches, which do exceedingly well; but 
[ may be pemiitted to draw an inference, fVom the quality of 
I various kinds which grow in great abundance on the French 
aftatlons^ along the margin of Detroit river, as well as on 
ler parts of the great chain of navigable waters, then I pre- 
na I diaUbe allowed to say, that the soil of Michigan is equal 
lot superior, for the production of fruit to that of any state 
the union. The pear-trees along this river, which were plant- 
in the early settlement, by the French, are'remarkably large, 
y tall, and extremely thrifty and beautiAil ; and bear a most 
idous fruit, which generally sells from two to feur shillings 
r liusbeL Apples, at Detroit, vary from twelve \a ^^X.-^ c«cv\»^ 
1 may genenlly be jirocured by the busVieV, iox >iXvft ^aX^Ax 
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prlee^ even in winter. Cider in tbe&UiifiraniQiMiodtW 
to two doilars per bevrely for the juice. Ciiixiiita^Uickbenii|| 
black and red raapberriea and dierrie% bring top tiin^^ 
four cents per quart ; thou^ the earliest of t]ie8e»i».vA* 
whortle berries and stniwberries» comnumd 8izpeiie& F^ 
ore scarce, because they have not been geperillf cottinH 1^ 
though tliey are iikewise found to do well Kt 

The emigrants to the territoiy are mostly enterpruin^^ 
triuua farmers, who foomnot being allowed to puidiaietbelnl 
on a credit, thereby becom^ immediately the real owamd^ 
soil, and being free from debt, bid fidr to become woUbjdfr 
zens. They are mostly from the western part of Net .Tflk 
though many are from the New England States. £vti7 SM 
contributes more or less, and Ohio, for the last two 7«B%*^ 
a few. The price of unsold wild land is fixed and m^ftnii^ 
ing IX 1. 26 * per acre ; the terms ready money, sndthejtf^ 
indisputable, as it comes direct from the United States, vnhi 
the seal of the President The richest, most fertile, and y» 
haps more beautiful part of the territory, is generally tiioq^ 
to be adjacent to the St Joseph^s river and its various brandiai 
which, from present appearances, bids fair to become speedSy 
settled ; settlements began to form on it, a year before it W 
offered for sale. It only came in market last May, and suck 
has been the influx of emigration to this part of the territoiy) 
that the legislature in October last following^ formed twelve 
new counties, mostly thereon, and organized two of that nmi' 
ber. This part of the territory possesses several copious mifr 
streams, particularly Hog Creek, the Dowagiake, ChristianDii 
Pigeon, Crooked and Portage rivers, a few of which haveil 
ready been improved, by the erection of saw and grist ndlh^ 
The climate of this part of the territory, though mild, is appi 
rently more subject to wind than the valley of the Ohio livci 
The prevailing winds is the south-west, and as it crosses a luf 
tract of prairie country in Illinois and Indiana, comes here witi 
much force, and in winter is somewhat piercing. Considcf 
able snow faUs, nevertheless it is very fiivourable to wheat, Tji 
potatoes, and turnips; and though not very adverse, yet not* 
congenial as the vaWey oi\)ft^eO\i\of«^x,\a«\uthem com, «w 
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the more tender gnins and esculents. Fruits, of course, have 
not yet been cultivated here, except a few apples and peaches, 
by the French, which appear to do welL 

The ProMes in this quarter are of the richest soil, and may 
be pkm^ed in two days after the frost leaves the ground in 
tile spring. They usually produce 30 or 40 bushels of wheat 
to the acre ; and from 30 to 80 of com have been raised from 
tiie nme quantity of ground, in all the prairies that have as 
yet been occupied : 400 acres of com were cultivated on Beard- 
iley*B prairie last year, which having been improved the year 
before averaged 50 to the acre. These prairies not unfrequent- 
If produce 30 or 40 bushels of com to the acre the first season, 
vithout being ploughed or hoed after planting. The surveyed 
pirt of the territory is divided into two United States' land dis- 
tiicta, containing each one land-office ; one of which is situate 
It Detroit, the other at St Joseph's. The seat of government 
fir the territory is the city of Detroit. It is pleasantly situa- 
ted on Detroit river, between I^akes Erie and St Clair, about 25 
miles fit>m the former, and 7 fr^ni the latter, in latitude 42** W 
mrth, and longitude 6° 10' west frx)m Washington city, con- 
tdning at present about 2500 inhabitants, many of whom are 
Fiench. It is daily improving, and is destined to be one of the 
most important ports on the north western frontiers, not only on 
account of the safety and commodiousness of its harbour, but also 
in consequence of its extensive inland commercial advantages, 
as it possesses steam-boat and sloop navigation to Buffalo, Sault 
de Ste, Marie, Michillimaekinac, Green Bay, and Chicago. 

Public Buildings.— It contains a court-house, jail, academy, 
council-house, and two banks ; a Presbyterian, an Episcopalian, 
Methodist, Baptist, and Catholic church ; an arsenal, maga- 
zine^ and commissary store-house. The rivers Grand, St Jo- 
seph, Kaisin, Huron, Clinton, Rouge Kalamazoo, and Shiawas- 
see, interlocking in different parts of the territory, not only ir- 
rigate the country in a beautiful manner, but offier unparalleled 
inducements for canaUing, and with comparatively but little ex- 
pense^ as there would be no mountains, nor probably roi'k 
strata, to cut through. It is already in contemplation, by means 
o£iheOnmd Bdver, and Clinton, or the^t ^o^^^^sA^^jK^ssoi^ 
to open a irater communication acrosa tYie Vetv\3as\3\»^\i^ \siR«n% 

"3L 
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ttf a canal, which would tenninate at Detroit or Monroe ; tod 
probably at no verj distant period, it will not only be uader- 
taken, but will be accomplished in such a manner, as to aecmmno- 
date both these places in this respect A company was ineor* 
porated by an act of the I^egislature last £b11, under the title of 
the ^ Summit Portage Canal and Road Company,** with a o^ 
pitai of D. 10,000, to be divided into 1000 shares of D. 10 each, 
for the purpose of cutting a canal west of Lake Michigan, te 
connect the Fox and Ouisconsin rivers, at what is usually term- 
ed the Portage of the Ouisconsin, and to construct a turnpike 
road on said Portage, parallel to said canal ; and also to eon- 
atruct another turnpike road from the lower extremity of the 
rapids of the Kaukaunin, on the east side of Fox River, on the 
most direct and eligible route, to Winnebago lake, and for the 
erection of piers, wharfii, warehouses, and other public buiUU 
ings and improvements, in and about said canal and tumpikei 
for commercial purposes. Michigan extends at present west 
to the Mississippi river ; but it is expected the territory wiU 
shortly be divided, and a new. territory set oft' west of Lake 
^fichigan, and organized by the name of Ouisconsin or Hurra. 
— Thisterritory was originally owned and occupied by emigrants 
from France, consequently the old inhabitants or first settlers 
we mostly French. 

Wayne County contains about 7000 inhabitants, many 
of whom are French. Its seat of justice is Detroit. Hamtranck, 
Detroit, and Springwells. These towns, which lie in the north- 
east part of the county, border on Detroit river, and are rather 
level, and but poorly supplied with water. The northern part of 
the two latter is somewhat broken by marsh and wet prairie ; but 
near the centre of Springwells is a tract, containing some ex- 
cellent arable land not yet entered, lying within from 6 to 10 
miles of Detroit, where a new settlement has recently been form- 
ed, and through which a road has lately been opened, leading 
from Detroit to Farmington. The towns of Pekin, Nankin, and 
Plymouth, are well supplied with water by the River Rouge and 
its various branches, which afford several eligible mill sites, and 
which have already been BtCivatftl'aL^eously improved by the erec- 
don thereon of saw and gAs\. xcvSJi^a, "C^vci S&'Wksi'^ \xKJjer- 
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ed with white and black ash, white and black oak, beech, maple, 
md mgar tree. The land is rolling, and the soil rich and fer- 
tile, consisting of sand, loam, and some clay. The northern and 
WDthem part of the town of Nankin has much the same appear- 
ance as Pekin, though the soil is more sandy, and requires less 
labour to cultivate it ; yet it yields quite as well, but the mid- 
dle is plains and openings, of an inferior quality of soiL Ply- 
mouth has likewise a similar appearance to Pekin, though the 
northern put is more rolling, yet even here the timber is the 
Mme, with the addition of black walnut ; but the soil is general- 
ly of a superior quality. 

BvHwu — This town is watered by a delightsome river, of the 
■Bie name, whose waters are very transparent and abound with 
Gbh. It runs through the town diagonally, exhibiting in many 
[ilaoes rich bottomed lands, often bounded on one or both sides 
by high sloping banks^ and not unfrequently skirted with beau- 
tifiil phdna. Though a great portion of this township is rather 
lestitute of running streams, yet the soil in general is fertile, and 
for the most part easily cultivated. The eastern part is oak 
openings, and plains of a good quality, interspersed with groves 
of heavy timber, which often contain a small black ash swamp, 
nod sometimes a wet or dry prairie ; but the south part is ge- 
nerally heavily timbered with white and black ash, white oak, 
beedi, and maple, with occasionally a white wood. The south- 
west comer is low land, and contains a large wet prairie. 

Brmnnstoan is watered by the Huron River, Muddy and 
Brownstown Creeks. The north-western part of this town is but 
[Hxjfldy watered, and exhibits alternately oak openings, plains 
md praiHes, occasionally interspersed with groves of heavy tim« 
«r. The south.eastem part is rather level and heavily timber- 
d, except small trtu;ts at the mouths of the Huron River 
nd Brownstown Creek, whicli consist of prairies that are more 
r less inundated with water. 

Moniguagon. — This town embraces Gross' Isle, and is situate 
D Detroit river. It is gently undulating, possesses a fine quar- 
y of limestone, and a rich soil, supporting a thrifty and heavy 
Towth of white oak, hickory, beech, niaple, white and black ash. 

"htosROE CoujTTY coDtains a pop\][\B.\\Qii Qt «Sc»>aX NR?^^ 
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of wtan mn Ficocii. There tn thi«e Tflkg 
emn^y nmdjy Moon^ Fnnehtowii, and Fdrt I 
Tht flnt of tiwM^ wliiidi is tlie Seat of Justice tar tib 
Is ft AmiisUiig Tillage; dtuate on tiie Birer Hplriii» 
Biles fWn Un £iie^ and thirtx-slx south frmn Deti 
Unlled Statce* tuniiiike, from the hitter place to the C 
Ifaa^ passes tfamaf^ it^ and here was aitnated the 
IfonnMb UpoeieBiesananiplesuppljQf water-powe 
pcJHng hjdmiUe maehineEy, a part of whidi has aln 
co o f eff tei to the use of saw and gxist mills, as weD 
use of mafhines ftor canUnff and dzesslnff cloth* 

The. United States have made a survej of flais 
Haihoary at the mouth of the xivery with a view of! 
the same. Momoe is now the second villsge in the ] 
as TCpids population ; and dioiild they succeed in 
good hailMXlr at the mouth of the liver, as it po ss ci 
power, it maj yet equal, if not rival Detroit This 
genenDj well watered s the north-eastern part Is xai 
and heavilj timbered ; but the western and southe 
rolling land, alternately abounding in prairies, op 
heavy groves of timber. The soil of this county is 
rich, and of a very superior quality. 

"Washtenaw County contains about 4000 it 
who are, with a Sew exceptions, Americans. Its Se 
tice is Annarbour, a village of five years growth, atv 
Biver Huron, forty miles west of Detroit, contain 
ninety dwelling<>house8. YpsUanti, the second vills 
county as to population, is likewise situate on the Hu 
ten miles below Annarbour, at the place where tl 
States turnpike, from Detroit to Chicago, crosses the 

This county contains twelve mercantile estabUshm< 
distilleries, one fimning-mill &ctory, one pail-&ctoiy 
smith, one waggon-maker, five flouring mUls, thi 
nulls, and two machines for carding and dressing 
abounds in select and common schools, and contains 
chanics. Its sur&ce is gently undulating and beau 
its soil proUfic, cons^tmgQ^ ^ ^ee^\!k\aj:.V. «and, loam, 
day. It exhibits, m wicceaaou, \s«a»56S>i5L ^^wsfssa 
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ings, and heavy groves of timber, consisting of white, red, and 
black oak, beech, walnut, whitewood, bass, elm, maple, and 
butternut, interspersed with almost all other kinds that usu- 
ally grow in 42* of north latitude, evergreen excepted. The 
Biver Huron, of Lake £rie, meanders through the centre of it 
north and south ; is navigable for boats and rafts to the Lake, 
and with its several branches waters the middle ; the head wa- 
ters of the Shiawassee, the North, and the rivers Jlaisin and 
Saline and their branches, the south part of said county. It 
has numerous and extensive water privileges for &cilitating 
manufactures. 

... Macomb Cottktt contains about 2500 inhabitants, a con- 
aderable number of whom are French. The north-eastern and 
eastern part of this county is in general rather level, and for 
the most part heavily timbered : yet it is sufficiently uneven 
to drain off and leave no stagnant waters ; but the western part 
is rolling land, somewhat broken, being very hilly and uneven, 
and consisting of oak openings, plains, and some prairie land. 

The plains are remarkably free from underbrush, and are, 
as well as the prairies and openings, very rich and fertile, pro- 
ducing not only wheat, but every other kind of grain in rich 
abundance. The Clinton River, together with its numerous 
tributaries, irrigate this county in a beautiftil manner. It 
advantages over many of the peninsular counties, on 



account of its proximity to the great chain of navigable waters. 
It fronts on Lake St Clair, and the River Clinton, which runs 
tJurough the entire county, nearly in the centre, may easily be 
xendered navigable for batteaux, as high up as Rochester; 
and for the accomplishment of which, a company has already 
been formed, and were incorporated last £dl, by an act of the 
legislature. This river is now navigable to Mt. Clemens, for 
VeflseLs of considerable burthen ; and when the obstructions at 
the mouth of the river are removed, for which object an appli- 
cation has been made to Congress for an appropriation, then any 
vetsei or steam-boat on the lake may come up to the village, a 
distance of six miles, by water. 

This county \a very well supplied with water-power •, It ba& 
now in operation seven saw-mills, an^i ti?o ^n&Vsfic^^^^ ^'^^^ 
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bncen fiiur Htoreii, three distilleiiei, two uheries, uid dx black- 
•mith Bho|)H. ItH Seat of Justice is Mt Clemena, a itourliiiiag 
Tillage situate on the Clinton Hiver, at the place where the 
United Status road from Detroit to Ft. Gratiot croaset the 
same. It lies four and a half miles irom the lake, by land, aid 
twentj north-east wardly Irom Detroit. 

JVaghitiylon.^-'Vhw townsliip lies in the northwest comer of 
the county, and consists principally of oak openings and phdnii 
though it has some iirairie land. The openings nnd pbdoi aie 
extremely free from underbrush, and prove to be ezceUent iat 
the cultivation of wheat. 1'he south jmrt is rolling land,exlit 
biting u rich, and for the most part a sandy soil, though it ii 
sometimes composed of sand and loam intermixed ; but the north 
part is what is commonly calle<1 broken land, being very biiy 
and uneven, and not unfrec^uently exhibits granitic bouldfln 
in great plenty. 

Shelby and Hay> — These consist principally of gently undulate 
ing and heavy timbered land, intersfierscd occasionally with oik 
openings. They are well watered, and ]M)S6ese a very productive 
soil. 

IfarrUon, — This townHiiip is in general rather level, and the 
north part, thuugli Hoiiu'what Hwani])y, is susceptible of being 
converti'(i into excellent incudow. 

Clinton. — Tli Im towuHli ij) poHHt-HHOH generally a rich soil, is heavi- 
ly tinil)cri.'(i, uiui enibruccH a niurHh or wet prairie of considerable 
extent on its eustern border adjacent to the lake shore, the 
greater part of which, however, if projierly ditched, would 
prove to i)e good natural meadow. The northern jMUt of the 
town is gently undulating, and well Kup])lied with water, of 
which the southeni port is too deficient, being rather level 

Oakland (Bounty contains about 00(M) inhabitants, all 
American. It has three villages, eai^h with a mill on their 
borders, namely, I'ontiatr, Auburn, and ICochester ; the lint 
of which is the Seat of .Justice for the county, and is situate 
twenty -eiglit miles northwest of Detrcjit on the Clinton lilver, 
wliere the United States road from Detroit to Saginaw crosMi 
the Mariie. This county ^tre^ivU ui ^cat variety of soil, and upon 
fXHH I iimii on, w i U be f uuud Vu vku\\. VW viVkv^kVc^^ ^A ^i^scvnN^. ^n ^ '^\. 
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•on in the punuit of agriculture. The BiTers Clinton, Rouge, 
Huron, interiocking in difierent parts, extend their man j 
and irrigate the county in a beauti^l manner. 

T V ty, W hich emhraces townships one and two, south, in 
mage eleven east, is situate in the south-east quarter of the 
county, and is principally timbered land. Township 2 is en- 
tfacielj of this description, is heavily wooded with black and 
white walnut, linden, white, red, and black oak, and the westerly 
Uf ia of that description usually denominated roUing timbered 
hmdy and in quality of soil is not surpassed by any in the ter* 
tltocj ; but township 1 is of that description called plains, in- 
ttapeaed with marshes, and is of an inferior quality. 

BhomJfsUL — This township presents a variety of soil which may 
m Avided into three classes, — oak openings, plains, and timbered 
fand. The country in the neighbourhood of the lakes is oak 
cpenings, not so good for grass, but producing wheat in rich 
^bwidanfi*. I would mention, that two fimners in the vicinity 
f£'WiDg Lake, harvested 130 acres of excellent wheat the past 
aeaaon. The north of Bloomfleld is of this description, but the 
south part is timbered land. 

P m Ui ao, ^ This town is generally oak openings of a good 
quality, but inferior to the lands of Bloomfield. 

OakUuuL-^The south part of this town is timbered land with 
« rich soi], and the north part plains and openings of a good 
4iia]ity. 

The township of Troy is watered by a branch of the Rouge, 
mad the branches of Red River which empty into the Clinton. 
Bloomfield is watered by three branches of the Rouge, which, 
meandering throu^ the county, enable every fimner to partake 
of their privileges. The townships of Pontiac and Oakland are 
watered by the Clinton River, Paint and Stony Creeks, and the 
extreme branches of the Huron. All these streams possess 
privileges for hydraulic machinery. Pontiac and Oakland 
contain twelve saw-mills, four flouring mills, three fulling 
miUB, three carding machines, and one woollen factory. In 
Bloomfield are four saw-mills, and one grist-milL In Farming- 
ten^ two saw-mills and one grist-milL Perhaps no country of 
Rke extent, so level, possesses more water power. 
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St Clair Couvty possesses great commercial advantages, 
ait it lies on the great chain of navigable waters. It is bounded 
east by Lake Huron and the liiver Sin Clair, which separatei 
it from Canada ; south by Lake St Clair and the county of 
Macomb ; west by the counties of Macomb and I^peer, and 
north by Sanilac. Black, Pine, and Belle Rivers, MiU Creek, 
and their branches, as well as several smaller streams, water 
this county. The first of these streams is navigable for vesseli 
of considerable burthen, as far up as Mill Creek ; but Belle 
and Pine Bivers are ascended only a very short distance in 
batteaux. This county is generally rather level, the eastern 
and southern part is gently undulating, rich, fertile, and mosd? 
heavy timbered, though there is occasionally some prairie land 
on the border of Lake St Clair, and along the southern maigin 
of Sin Clair Biver. The northern and western part of this 
county \a comparatively of a light, and for the most part sandj, 
soil, though tolerably productive, and interspersed with swamps 
and low land. A great proportion of the timber in this quarter 
is ])ine, though it is often intermixed with hard wood, and not 
unt'requeiitly interspersed with groves of tamerack, in some in- 
stances with spruce, and often on the shore of Lake Huroo, 
with red and white cedar. 

There are now in oi)eration in this county, several of the 
IT. ost extensive saw-mills in the territorv, which are constantly 
engaged in manufacturing pine boards, planks, &c., and whicK 
together with shingles, constitute at i)re!:'ent the principal arti- 
cle of trade in the county. And as lumber may be conveyed 
from this county by water to any port, not only on the great 
hikes, but on their connecting waters, therefore the pine timber 
must ultimately become very valuable. Almost all the pine 
now used at Detroit for building, conies from this county, as it 
is the only one in the surveyed part of the territory that is 
well sup])lied with this valuable building materiaL The United 
States road from Detroit to Ft. Gratiot, runs through the centre 
of this county, and about twelve miles west of the village of 
Palmer, which is the Seat of Justice for the county ; and which 
is situate at the junction of Pine and Sin Clair Rivers, about 
twelve miles south of I't. Gratiot^ and sixty by water, north-east 
oi' Detroit. 
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St Joseph's CoirirTT is perhaps the best in the territory, 
both as to water privileges and the fertility of its soiL It is 
watered by the St Joseph's River, and its various branches, 
many of which afford numerous water privileges, particularly 
Hog Creek, Pigeon, Portage, and Crooked Rivers, which may 
be considered copious and excellent mill-streams. A saw-mill 
has already been put in operation on Crooked River, and several 
others have been commenced on the same creek, and about 
Pigeon Prairie. The water in this county is uniformly pure 
and healthy, the climate mild, and the &ce of the country 
moderately undulating ; consisting principally of oak openings 
and prairies. There is, however, a sufficiency of timber in it 
generally, and from the Grand Traverse on the northwest side 
of the River St Joseph's, as high up, 1 believe, as Portage River, 
is a belt of excellent timbered land, which is well supplied with 
water. The principal prairies in this country are, Sturges, 
Nottawa, Sepee, and White Pigeon. The first of these, Stur- 
ges Prairie, has a beautifiil appearance, and is exuberant in 
fertility, but is not convenient for water, and but tolerably so 
to good timber ; a few families are located on it. Nottawa 
Sepee, part of which is embraced within the Indian reserve, is 
an excellent prairie, and settlements have commenced on it. 
But Pigeon Prairie is the most valuable one in the St Joseph's 
county, as well as the most densely peopled, and perhaps it 
will not be deemed invidious to say it is the best settlement in 
the St Joseph's county, whether we regard the number of its 
inhabitants, or their intelligence and wealth. The soil of these 
pndries may be considered equal to that of any land in the 
United States. The usual mode of cultivating these, as well 
as all other prairies, in the vicinity of the River St Joseph's, is 
to break up the soil immediately with the plough, at the same 
time dropping the com on the edge of the fiirrow, in such a man- 
ner that it may be covered by the succeeding one, in this man- 
ner without any other cultivation, they often produce from 
thirty to fifty bushels of com to the acre the first season, though 
sometimes it becomes necessary to go through and cut down 
some of the rankest weeds. The counties of Kalamazoo, 
Calhoun, Branch, Barry, and Eaton, and all the country north 
of township 4, north ; west o£ the "^imcV^^JV Tasxv^asask.^ ^sssi&OL 
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of the countj of Michllimai-kinac, and esMt of the line between 
nngcH twelve and tliirteen weMt, and of I^ake Michifpin, U 
attached to 8t JoHejih**. 

Cash C!ounty containH a iMipiilation of about 2000, and ii 
Ukewiiie watered by the St Jinmph^n Kiver and its branchefl* 
several of whidi afford gocNl mill privilef^cH, |iarticuUrly the 
iX>wagiake and ChriHtiannu, which are rapid and durable 
•treaniH. A mill liaH already tx-en erected, and in now in opera- 
tion on the CliriHtianna, near Young'H Prairie. 

'J'he face of thiH county iH Hiniilar to that of St JoMph** 
county ; thouf(h Home ]Mirt \h undukting, yet in general it in 
level ; Nufliciently uneven, however, to drain otl^ and leave 00 
atagnant watem. 1*he thiilier iH ]}rinci]ially oak, oah, elm, 
WJgar-tree, cherry, blatrk and wliite walnut, and hickory, with 
a variety of other kindn inti'rmixed. 'J'he country ia generally 
o|)en, and you can ride with a whecLcarriagc through the 
WfMxlland, with almoHt the name eane you can do over the 
prairieH, tMring not in the least interrupted with underbnuh. 
Jn every purl of the? county tiu; roufls are good. 'J'liough Hom« 
partH of it lira but thinly tiinhered, yet along the Dowagiake, 
from ItH Hource to its mouth, there is a broiid lM.*lt of excellent 
Umbered and very rich land, from one to several miles wiflc ; 
also along the upper jmrtion of the ( 'hristianna, extending north 
of its source, and tlience oi-ross to the Dowsigiake, is a fine belt 
of wo(m1 land. 'I'his county includes within its IxjundarieM the 
following prairies, namely, I'onr Mile, Keardsley, TownHcnd'H, 
M^Kenny's, Im (*range, I'okagon, and Voung's, l>esidi!S several 
ivnaller ones, not, however, known by any particular name. 
The prairies here an? of the richest soil ; — may be plougheil in 
two days after the frost leaves the ground in s])ring, and fn- 
quently pnMlu(;e thirty or forty imsluds of com to the acre, the 
first seawni, witliout U'ing ploughed or }i(M;d after planting. 
The three last mentioned prairies an? conveniently situate to 
mill stnrams, and principally surrounded with heavy tinil)crod 
land, but they are nearly all taken up by purchasers. Vour- 
Mile I'rairie is not m hap])ily sitimte with regard to mills or 
timbered land ; iiul neverV\wVv»H \h fast filling u\u From 
thirty to eighty buhiielA oi coru^ vxwCk. \k>iV.'j ^'i. yiSm^V^ ^i^>»»^ 
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tiXj xBlfled from an acre in all the prairies, where the soil has 
been sabdued by preyious cultiyation. Every other kind of 
grain as well aa vegetables are produced in about the seme 
proportion. 

The only town yet hud out in this county is Edwardsburgh, 
which is the temporary county seat It is situate on the bor- 
ia of Pleasant Xiike, and on the northeast comer of Beardsley *s 
Prairie. The United States road from Detroit to Chicago 
puns through it, as well as the ruad from Ft Wayne to Poka- 
gan, to Nile*s, to Young^s, and to Townsend*s Prairies, and to 
Goquillard in Indiana. All these places, except Ft. Wayne, are 
lituaie within ten miles of it From the town Piatt, or village, 
you have a view, not only of the prairie, but also of Pleasant 
Lake. The prairie is four miles in extent, and the lake covers 
dbout 100 acres. Fish are abundant in all the streams and 
amaU lakes ; forty-three that would wei^ from one to three 
pounds, were caught with a hook and line in Pleasant Lake by 
two persons in thirty minutes. The water in this lake is very 
pai« ; you can see the bottom where the depth of the water is 
fifteen fbet The country is healthy, several large families 
who settled here before the land was offered for sale, and who 
have resided here for three years, have not had a case of fever 
oor any other kind of sickness, except what has resulted frvm 
accident 

The counties of Berrien and Van Buren, and all the country 
north of the same to Lake Michigan, are attached at present to 
county. 



BxaaiEN County, not organized, has in it a large propor- 
tion of superior timbered land, but has no prairies of much im- 
portance. The settlements in this county, though few, are 
icattered along the river, and the population does not exceed 
tbirtj-five fiunilies. But from the nature of the country, I am 
inclined to believe it will be the most populous county on the 
8t Joseph's. 

The rich timbered land, though now avoided for the prairies, 
will ultimately be in demand, and will afford many dense and 
excellent settlements. Through the timbered land in this 
county, run several small creeVa, vr^oicYi) m>i}cL \}&s^£ \i>^\fiw^^NA 
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bniTirhoii, ufTonl an additional convenience to the fkriner which 
he cannot enjoy in the prairiuii ncnr in the harrens. Beiridei 
the heavy timl)crcfl and prairie land, there arc large tracts of 
what are here called harrenH, licing of a light noil, compara- 
tively iipi*ai(ing, though tolerably pnKluctive, and which are 
thinly coverinl witli white and black oak, Hometimea of stinted 
growth, but moMtly of a handiiome and useful size. The soil of the 
iNurenH \h generally a Hne sand, mixed with defrayed vegetables, 
and Homctimes gravelly, with here and there a granitic boulder. 
The soil of the timliered land is of a loose sandy nature, black 
with fiTtility, and eminently adapted to culture. That of the 
prairies is nearly of the same nature, after the sod has been re- 
duced by repeated j>loughing. In the timbered land we find 
white and black walnut, several kinds of ash, also oak, poplar, 
lynn, l)ccch, elm, hickory, sugar-tree, &c. The south-east part 
of this county is well supplied with water, and possesses seve- 
ral mill sites, some of which have already been improved. 
Ford*s saw and grist mill, on the Dowagiake, have been for 
some time in ojHTntion. Thi-rc U uI.ho n Hnw-niill just ready 
to conmicrice opiTution nt tlio mouth of the 1)owngiakc% and 
scvfral others have lu-en coninicnced on the same stream. 
There ih hut one village legularly laid out in this county, 
whicli \h called Niles. It is Hituate on the St .foHeph's, a short 
distance ahove the confluence of the Dowagiake with that river. 
The first framed house in it was erected in December last. 
Next Hunimer it is expected there will be considerable building 
there. liUst s(>ason, though there were no accomuKKlation, yet 
by far the greatest portion of merchandize, &c., dc^stined for 
the St Joseph's (rountry, when conveyed by water, was landed 
there. Next spring will he built two warehouses ; there are 
n<iw two stores and a post-ofIi<'e. Post oflices have been esta- 
Idlshed at the mouth of tlie St Joseph's, called Saranoc, at 
Pokogon, south-west corner of town i» south of ranges 10 
W(wt, at Lagrange in the middle of town six south of range 
15 west, at Pigeon Prairie, at Sturges Prairie, and at theCxrand 
Traverse. 

JjArr.KU, SiiiAWAHHV.F., ^-si^ S NCI'S KVJ — rvVv<>5Mi countics an* 
Hot yd organized, arc aUacVveA \a^ V^^^Xacw^ t^i\M\VJ^ wA. ««i.- 
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braced within the limits of the township of Pontiac. There are 
no inhabitants in Lapeer, and but few settlers at present in Sagi- 
naw and Shiawassee. The &ce of these two counties is verj 
dndlar to Oakland. 

Saghtaw — Is watered by the Shiawassee, Flint, Cass, Titti- 
lawaasee, and Hare rivers. The most of these streams are 
navigable for boats ; their junction form the Saginaw River, 
which is navigable for sloops 20 miles to the village which 
bears the same name, and which is to be the seat of justice for 
aaid county. The United States have established a canton- 
ment here, and laid out a road from this place to Detroit, 
which is not yet finished. When this is completed, it \a more 
than probable that it will settle as speedily as any county in 
the territory, as the soil is very &vourable to agriculture. 

Shiawassee ^The soil of this county is rich, and the &ce- 

of the country gently undulating, in some instances rolling, ex- 
hilnting oak openings and heavy groves of timber. The Shia- 
waase Elver, which is a beautiful meandering stream, and navi- 
gable ibr boats and rafts to the lake, with its several branches, 
waters the middle and south-east part ; the head branches of 
Grand and Looking-glass rivers the south-west part; and 
Swartz's Creek, the Flint and Mist^ayock rivers, the north- 
part of said country. 



CAi.Bonir. — This county is not yet organized, and is attach. 
ed to St Joseph^s. It is well supplied with water by the Kala- 
WBMoo and St Joseph^s rivers, and their branches. The Kala- 
mazoo is a beautiM stream of pure water, quite rapid, but, 
nevertheless, navigable for boats from Lake Michigan to its 
liirka near the county line between this and Jackson. This 
river and its branches afford mill privileges in great numbers. 
The soil in general is rich and fertile, and the &ce of the coun. 
try moderately undulating, consisting principally of burr oak 
igpesuDgs, which are frequently interspersed with prairies. In 
the south-west part of the county is a small tract of pine timber. 

Jackson. ^This county is not yet organized, and is attach- 
ed to Whastenaw. The west-half of it is undulating^ and cow- 
prmdpalljr of burr and white oak opeQ!av^ VnXxsc^'^Qst^e^ 
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ocotf ionallv with prairies. It aboundi in springi^ abd pot 
a fertile soil The nortk^etui part 'iBhea,yiij tAmhaeA^uA 
what intersected with manhes and small lakes. Theioil 
erer, of thin part is rich, and well adapted for medknr. < 
RlTcr is an excellent stream of pure water, quick, yvl 
gahle for canoes, from its junction with its south bnnGh« 
through the county and to the Lake Michigan. 

KALAMAxoo.~This county is not yet oiganiMd, mI 
tached to St Joseph^s. The lace of this county in gMt f 
moderately undulating, though sometimes rolling. It fld 
principally burr oak openings, interspersed with xkkfi » 
and dry prairies, and not unirequently intersected witt g 
of first-rate timbered land. The character of the sod ii it ( j 
ral either a black sand or a rich loam. In the soutb^irt j 
ner of this county is an excellent tract of woodlud, eoR * 
with a heavy but beautiful grove of sugar mapleb QA 
Hound Prairies are the two largest in this county^ Mi 
oqual to any in the territory for beauty and fertiHtyi 
tiFHt of theifc, (iull IVairie, is situate in the vicinity of a be 
i\il lake, as well oh adjacent to the margin of a romantic e 
both of which bear the same name. This lake is about 
miles long, and its waters, which are very transparent, SK 
to contain white iish. The creek is very rapid, and afibrd 
draulic privileges equal to any in tlie territory. Prairie R( 
which lies in the south-west ])art of the county, is about 
miles broad, and is princi. ally surrounded with woodlandi 
its centre there is a beautiful grove of timber, of about a 
in (iiameter, consisting of sugar ma])le, black walnut, and hi 
ry. This coimty is well su})])lied with water. The KaL 
xoo River, which runs through it, is a rapid meandering str 
yet navigable for boats. Its surface is frequently cheqn 
with islands, and its banks occasionally broken. 

Branch. — This county is attached to St Joseph's. A 1 

l)roportion of it, jjarticularly the southern part, is heavily 

bered land, consisting principally of black and white wal 

suffar maple, white wood, lyivu, and some other kinds in bd 

er quantities. The CViVca^o tc^vy^v ^'^vStk. taslti^ ^^csno^ 
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mnthem port of this countj, passes principally through oak 
openings, which are occasionally intersected with prairies. 

Hillsdale This county is attached to Lenawee. The 

north part of it is principally oak openings of a good quality, 
but the southern part is hedvUy wooded with sugar maple^ 
white wood, beech, black walnut, ash, &c. The ftce of this 
county is rather uneven, and the soil in general consists of a 
rich black loam. The southern part is timbered land, and is 
teavily wooded with sugar maple, white wood, beech, black 
walnut, ash, &c This county is well supplied with water. 
The St Joseph's of Lake Michigan, as well as che 8t Joseph's of 
Maumee, the Grand River, Tiffin's, and the River Raisin, all 
head in this county, and with their numerous branches water 
it in a beautiiUl manner. 

Leitawei: Coitktt contains at present about 1500 inhabi- 
tants. The northern part of this county has much the same 
appearance as Whastenaw, but the southern part is principally 
timbered land. It contains a tamerack swamp of considerable 
extent in the south-east comer, yet, notwithstanding the cha. 
ncter of its soil and climate, is generally very inviting. 
. It is principally watered by the Ottawa Creek, Tiffin's and 
Raisin Rivers, and their branches. It contains two villages, 
each with a mill on their borders, namely, Tecumseh and Adri- 
tn^-i^the former of which is the seat of Justice for the county. 
It is situate at the junction of I landman's Creek with the River 
Halsin, and lies about 66 miles south-west of Detroit. For a 
description of Barry, Eaton, and Ingham counties, which lie on 
(strand River and its tributaries, the reader is referred ^to 
the following, which is copied from the Detroit Qazette, in 
which it first appeared under the signature of " Pioneer^* 

GaAKD River empties into the east side of Lake Michigan, 
abont 245 miles south-westerly ih)m Michilimackinac, and 75 
north of the St Joseph's ; and is between 50 and 60 rods wide 
it its mouth, and of sufficient depth to admit vessels drawing 
tight feet water. On its south bank, near Vta eTitorejaRaVc^a^'^ 
late, is an eligible situation for a town, t^e ^aKA \«5cq% ««y^ 
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lent, and gently inclining towards the north and west, giving, 
at the same time, a fine view both ot the river and lake; hot 
the opposite shore at the same place has a sandy sterile ap- 
pearance. 

For about sixty miles up the river on the north side, the Otto- 
was hold possession. There are between eight and nine hun- 
dred of these people living along Grand Biver and its tributa- 
ries, but many of their most populous villages are on lands 
belonging to the United States. 

This river is the largest stream that waters the west part of 
the peninsula of Michigan, being 270 miles in length, its wind- 
ings included, and navigable 240 miles for batteaux ; re- 
ceiving in its course a great number of tributary streams, 
among which are Portage, Red-Cedar, Looking- glass, Soft- 
Maple, Muscota, Flat, Rouge, and Thom-Apple rivers. All 
of these, except the last named, put in on the right bank of 
the Grand River. Its south branch rises in the open countij) 
near the sources of the Raisin, and, after pursuing a winding 
course of thirty miles, meets with the Portage Kiver, which 
comes in from the east, and intersects the above branch in 
town, two south of range one west. 

Portage lliver, which has its course through a chain of low 
marshy prairies, is a deep muddy stream, about fifteen yards 
wide at its mouth. Its branches interlock with those of the 
Huron of I^ake Erie, and the Indians pass from the former into 
the latter, with their canoes, by crossing a portage of one mile 
and a half. It is probable, that, at no distant period, a canal 
will be constructed near the route of these two rivers, so as to 
afford a safe and easv inland communication between Lakes 
Erie and Michigan. The distance from Detroit to the mouth 
of Grand lliver, by way of Michilimackinac, is 560 miles. This 
route in the spring and fall is attended with much uncertainty ; 
and, in case of a war with the English, the navigation of the 
Straits of Detroit and St Clair would be rendered doubly dan- 
gerous. These difficulties would be obviated by a communica- 
tion by water through the interior. The land at the Portage 
rises 40 or 50 feet above the level of the streams on each side ; 
but a level prairie, two or tVffe^ Tsv\lea to the west of that place, 
is said to extend from one x\Net \.o >iJafe ^>i)QKt. 
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From the junctioii of the Portage and aouth brandies, this 
xi¥er puTBuea a north-west course till it meets with &k)ft-Maple 
AiveTf in town seven north of range six west ; receiving, in 
that distancp, Red-Cedar and Looking-glass Kivers from the 
test, aaod Grindstone, Bed and Sebewa Creeks from the souUi 
and -south-west. ' 

Grindstone Czeek, so named from a sandstone ledge through 
which it run% empties into the river about 20 miles below 
the mouth of the Portage branch. It is 80 miles long, afiford- 
ing sevefral good sites for mills, and runs mostly through an 
open beautiful country ; but is in some instances skirted with 
bottoms of heavy timbered land. 

From:the mouth of this creek to that of Looking-glass Hiver, 
• distance of 45 miles in a direct line, £he Grand River runs 
tfarougfa a tract of timbered land, which is several miles in ex- 
tent on each side, abounding in creeks and Springs of excellent 
water, and bearing a growth of maple, basswood, cherry, oak, 
adi, white wood, elm, black walnut, butternut, and some other 
•kinds in lesser quantities. Below Looking-glass River, for 40 
or 60 miles, tracts of open land are found along the banks, but 
extensive forests immediately in the rear. The ziver bottoms 
are from a quarter of a mile to one mile in width, and the tim- 
ber-lands are covered with a rank growth of rushes (Equisektm 
Afemofe), on which the Indians keep their horses during the 
winter. It is found that cattle and horses do better on these 
rashes than when kept on hay ; and it would seem, from their 
abundance, that nature here intended them a^ a substitute for 
that article. The sur&ce of the land, after leaving the river 
bottoms, is rolling ; and it rises sufficiently high to give rapidi- 
ty to the numerous creeks that so abundantly irrigate this part 
of the country, 

Red«Cedar river is 35 yards wide, and puts in about mid. 
way between Grindstone Creek and Looking-glass River. It 
rises in Wliastenaw and Shiawassee counties, and can be ascend- 
ed in small boats 95 or 30 miles. A few miles below the 
mouth of this stream is a ledge of sandstone, which forms a 
perpendicular wall of 25 or SO feet in height on each side of 
the river. This ledge consists of square blocks of stone of a 
suitable aifse to he used in building, axA'NRVAs^ vt^ ^c&\A^^ 
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mora TMluable^ from the dreumotenoe of tfadr behig 
Imki of alaigo UKvlgoble rivery wUdi, with its tributozi 
Acttltate ito tnmportat&oii to ▼irioiu lectioiio of thetei 

A bod of Iran-ora hm boon difcoTOfed in the Dorth^i 
of the riTor, immediately below thio ledge ; and, indeei 
of the fltoneo in the lower part of the ledge have a great 
Manoe to Uodn of cait irony— preaonttaig m Tostj aiuft 
•deuM^ apd, when broken, haTO^ in m atrildng degieef th 
and tippmnnce of iron itielC 

Four ndlea abore the mouth of the IiOoldng.gla« ] 
the Tillage of P'Sfaimnaeon (Apple Land), which ia ir 
hj tHif^ cat ten Ottawa ihm11i^»l^ who have a number oi 
ed fldda, in wUdi they raiae com, potatoe8,and other 
blea uauaUy cuMyated by the Indiana. The Tillage: 
Ita name from the JF>nif eormmria (Crib Apple) wUd 
In great abundance on the rich bottoma of the Tidnity. 
wa Creek puta into the rirer on the aoutlt-weat aide a 
abore Chia Tillage. It is about 80 miles long, sufficient] 
fbr mills, and, for the Isst four mUes, is very rapid, wit! 
stony bottom. 

Looking-glass River, which is about 40 yards wide, 
Shiawassee county, and can be ascended in canoes almo 
source. The country near this river, for 15 miles at 
mouth, is what may be termed first-rate timbered lani 
above tliat point, it is of an inferior quality, more of 
abounding in tamerac swamps and wet prairies. 

It is about eight miles by iand from the mouth of L 
^asB to tliat of Soft-Maple River, which is about 6< 
wide at its entrance into Grand River. It heads in ShL 
and Saginaw counties, and runs nearly a due west cours 
it unites with Grand River at the Indian village of < 
mishkene. This village consists of 25 houses, and 
population of near 200 souls under the noted chief C 
Here is about 1000 acres of bottom land, of a deep bla 
that lias been cleared by the Indians, a part of whic 
still occupy as planting ground ; but the land at tliis vil 
well as that at F'Sliimnacon, has been ceded to the 
States, and will, no douVA., \xv ^ «bort time, be occupied 
industrious white popu2ia\ioix. "tVi^i^ S& ^^ax^ Xxs^^' 
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&oin this village, by way of Shiawassee to Detroit, a distance 
of 130 miles. 

The Grand River here changes its course ; and, with the 
exception of twelve miles in length, below Rouge River, runs 
nearly a west course, to Lake Michigan. 

Two miles ferther down, is the entrance of Muscota River 
(River of the Plains), which comes in ^om the north with a 
xapid current, and is about 40 feet wide. The country 
through which it runs is but little known, as no lands have 
been surveyed north of Grand River, below Soft-Maple. 

It is eighteen miles by land from the mouth of Muscota to 
that of Co-colMiu-gwosh, or Plat River, with several consider- 
able creeks putting into Grand River, on each side, in the inter. 
mediate distance. Ke-wa-goosh«cum*s Indian village is situate 
immediately below the mouth of Flat River, and consists of 
16 lodges. It is supposed that the line between the United 
States and the Indian lands will intersect the Grand River 
near this place. 

Flat River is a shallow stream, about 8 roods wide ; and, 
in ascending, has a general course of north by north-east. Of 
the country along this river, but little is at present known. It 
is reported, however, to be of a hilly broken aspect, and many 
places near Its source to abound in lakes and swamps. I'here 
is a small lake that discbarges its waters into this river, about 
GO miles above its mouth, in which it is said by the Indians 
that white fish are found in great numbers, — a circumstance 
that is rendered more extraordinary, from the &ct, that this 
fish has never been seen near the mouth of Grand River; 
although it is often taken near the entrances of most of the 
other tributaries of Lake Michigan. 

It is 10 miles from Flat to Thorn- Apple River, which comes 
in from the south, and, with its numerous tributaries, waters 
a large extent of country. Its main branch rises in towns two 
and three north of range three west, and, after running a wes- 
terly course for more than 40 miles, it takes a northward direc- 
tion, in which it continues until it empties into Grand River, 
in the south part of town seven north of range two west. 

There is a suitable proportion both of open and timber land 
along this stream, and a great pail oi eaOjiVAxAxaa.^ N^^iXsrcNs^ 



fln(i«t»» Two Indte vlllifiw «• iitiMted at the dif 
10 and 16 ndlet up this lAwefy and anotber at its mouti 
tba Ottawa dhtefNong-geei The hat moitloii^ vilh 
iMfaltad bj twdlvia or fiiurteen fimilltea, who axe, bj 
moat induatrioui and retpectable band that xeaidehit 
ofthaoooiitfy. 

Bouge "BXm ia fO mllm^ faidiMHiig the meaadeffaigi 
wait of Tbom^Apiile Bkwer. It hi about 40 ndlea knaj 

near the aoozoea of the Maik^pon, and baa ita bai4s d 
biftjifarartt of white pine. Fromtbiiphioeto Muc^^ 
village^ a distance of IS milea, the Ofand KiTer p 
aonth dlraetioQ, after wfaloh it runs neaiij A4ue weati 
Ijike Hidiigan. 

Sixmilet aboTe the mouth ofthe hut mentioned in 
lapld of 1 mUe in lengtiiy wliere the liyei:^ whidi 
Mxoodawida^iaanppotedto fim S5 feet The bank 
head of the lapId are not more than 4 feet iibo?e the 
the river, and they l»ep a horiaontal level until you i 
the ibot of the rapid, wliere they are nearly 30 feet al 
water ; and, consequently, afford convenient opportun 
profitably appropriating a part of the river, by means o 
or sluice, to the use of mUls or machinery. 

There is a Missionary establishment at (the Thomas 
this place, under the superintendence of the Rev. Isaac 
who also has the care of the Carey station on the St J 
The Mission family a| present consists of a school tei 
blacksmith, and two or three agriculturists. The sd 
q>ened in the winter of 1827, and now has about 30 
children, who receive their board, clothing, and tuition 
expense of the establishment. 

There is a trail leading south-west from the ra] 
the Kalamazoo River, and thence to the Rivers Rai 
Huron. Another leads directly to the mouth of Thon 
River, a distance of only 10 miles on the trail, but 2^ 
the curve of the river. The country, within this bend, 
ing immediately along the river, is of a rough hilly ch 
a great part consisting of oak openings of a barren appi 
with a few scattering groves of white pine. Most oft 
Jiowever, in tte ne^5|labo\xtVwKA ^ii>iJ!Ki&\s»KX,N&Ql^^ 
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^j, and timbered with all kinds that usually grow on rich al- 
iiiYialaoilSi 

There is a salt spring, 4 miles below the rapids, which rises 
9kt of the ground about half a mUe from the river on the east 
side. The water is said to be, both as to quantity and quality, 
ttffident to warrant the establishment of works for the manu- 
Ittturing of that use^ article. Near this place is also a bed 
of gypsum, of a fine quality, which wHl, probably, in time, be 
of great importance to agriculturists in many of the western 
parts of Michigan. 

Muck-aF-ta-sha, or Blackskin^s village, is 6 miles below the 
rapids, and is situate near the bend of the river, on an elevated 
jmirie. There is another village 20 miles lower down the 
dver. From the rapids to the lake, a distance of .36 miles, 
the river is no where less than 4 feet deep. The current at 
die former place is too powerful to be ascended with loaded 
boats. The country along the river, for the first 15 or 20 miles, 
iiM>Te the lake, is generally level, and in many instances 
iwampy, with lofty forests of various kinds of timber, and bear- 
ing an almost impenetrable thicket of under-growth. 

The country, watered by the Grand River, consists of be- 
tween 6000 and 7000 square miles ; and, considering its central 
[nqition in the territory, — ^the general fertility of the soil on 
bhe several branches of the stream,— the convenience of a good 
snd safe harbour at its mouth, together with its many other im- 
portant natural advantages, — ^we may be fully justified in the 
opinion, that it will, at no very distant period, become one of 
the most important sections of Michigan. 



No. 11. 

rOTE REGARDING PAUPERISM IN ENGLAND, WITH 
SOME SUGGESTIONS UPON EMIGRATION. 

Iir the present alarming state of Pauperism, where it ap- 
pears, from Parliamentary Returns, that the amount of poor- 
rates coJlected in England aad'W«ie*m\^\.,^^^^'^^^^^^SlSL^ 
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tirhif^ nn liirren.<ie of H prr cptii. on the prerMllng jear, mim 
rrtiKMlifil iiirnniirr mtint hv forthwith iittonijited « and, fli though 
It nmy not nt oner prove n nire, etnlgnitlon, It \n mihmltted, 
holdn out, nt h>fmt, h Ttiir promim' ornUrvlHtlon. Thlx |H>lltlc«] 
nirnniirr hnn hrrn (H)wrrriillv mlvorntrrl, nml no lpMifltr«nii(yuii- 
\y reprofrfitpil, hv mm of tnlont, philnnthropy, nnd worth. 
Whllo OMP fi«.««nrrfl (ih, thnt, hy oprnin(( h chtinnrl for mirpltii 
popiilHtion, the only rcHult wotihl he to i'ved the rlineiuie; the 
other ]iHrty tTinkcn ii powerful fippenl to huninnity nnd tomniml 
jioliry, 111 hohnlf of whiit miiHt, hi their view, migment the num 
of htininn htippliicnn, nnd add to the strength nnd remnirred of 
the Htiite. 

Fifighind hnn heen hroiight Into her prenent dllemmn fnmi 
the nhiiffe of hi*r nvHteni of poor-lnwfi. 'Vo provhie ffir the 
rrftffff destitute \h an obligation cfH'vnl with, and protmhly lO' 
herent In, the nocinl rompnrt. When thlfl Mihitar/ iirlnciple^ 
however, degPTierntcn into a elnim for mipport hy healthy able- 
hfNlled iTirn, with teeming npouflenand hrmidn of children, Hbe- 
^(lm('^ M Tiiornl nnd n plivMirnl evil of nn iippnlling decirription, 
JiD'l i** Iriii^lii with the iiiohI. nlnniiing (■orifl«M|uetice» where it 
^^ rfcot^nimMl mm llir Ihw ot'llir Infi'l. 

Tnlviiig it, MM HflmittfMl, IIimI nuuiy pJirisliPH of Knglno'l htp 
4inliiii^{ iiiidiT tfi'H Ininlcri, um\ Inivio^ in our reniemhninre the 
miHiiinn of rirli iiii'l vMrnnl ncroM wirich our rolonien pre'^ent, it 
ni'TilM srrioiiH in(|uiry, whrther the oipnljiliiieR of the one may 
not l»e nindr Hwi)srrvifnt. tf> lli" m'ccssitieH jitid iiieniiH of tiie 
oliior, in H way productive fifjidviintngp to fiotli. 

It is li'M-e iinncceH'Jury to (Icfli^mite (wh»it inny he a fnirfnnt- 
t.rr of choice) wl)icli of our colonleq slinll h" preferred ; let ilf* 
Hs^iiiine tlint I'pper ('nnjidn lins heen sel'-cted. I'he primary 
olij'Mt. in every S( lierne of efnignitiori Hlioiild he, to pliice tlie 
e]Mi|nnnl on ITm n*\\ home, In the circnmstjinceH irroM. rendiW 
find peiioiineritiy coridncivc to hi*4 own prosperity nnd to the 
romrnori wenl. If mny he d(Mil»tnd wliether this hns i" ''i^'^' 
cjise-^, recrivefl doe Htf.frilion, nnd iience the failure of many 8 
pljui. An important WwV would se'^rn to have h"en hither- 
/'/ //W7jnfing in tlie chi\'m of eu\\\mvti(»u. An active and st(wlT 
'j/^/'T/nf^rjdetice in the imAouxoh Vv> yvvvv* VW 'wwn V>x v\\\\^w,t.« 
h Rtill « flesi^lrrainni, hy w\\\v\a VVow wvwv>^ vA\\<\w\>3 wv\^v 
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appointment, so frequently occurring, might be materially di- 
minished or checked. 

The benefits derived from the present system of emigrant- 
agency at the entry ports, would be essentially increased in 
various ways, by such a superintendency as is here contempla- 
ted. The demand for labourers and servants throughout the 
provinces would be more correctly and systematically ascer- 
tained. Locations suited to existing circumstances would be 
selected and provided, either upon government lands or else- 
vhere, for parties of parish emigrants, as they might be requir- 
ed ; and as parishes would benefit equally as government from 
the services of such an individual, the expense incurred 
would &U to be mutually adjusted. 

If a permanent and organized system of this nature should 
be carried into effect, the following ought to be the natural re- 
sults. On the one hand, Government would secure a market 
among mur own auJbjeots for a large extent of land now absolutelp 
vnprodvetive^ adding thereby both to the strength and wealth of 
the colony, and augmenting the general resources of the State. 
Besides which, very considerable sums would flow directly 
into the Exchequer from the sale of the lands. On the other 
hand, the parishes would shake off a burden, which may be fair- 
ly enoi^h said to perpetuate itself^ and that at a cost (as will 
be presently shown) &r short of bare subsistence to the pau- 
pers at home for a very limited period. It seems to have been 
sufficiently established, by Parliamentary inquiry, that every 
pauper, having a wife and three children under ten years 
of age, will require an extra allowance of 8s. per week, over 
and above what the overseers can make by hiring out their 
labour. L. 20 Sterling, therefore, is a moderate computation 
of the annuai expense to be incurred on account of each such 
fiunily, for subsistence alone, without reference to the many ex- 
pensive items of contested settlements, medical aid, &c., which 
figure in every parish rate. 

Let us now endeavour to estimate the probable expense of 
removing (say) fifty such families, and establishing them com- 
fortably in Upper Canada, including the purchase of 50 acres 
to each family, and maintenance for 60 da^ft «£<ax x^!w;^&ft% 
^ieir destination. 
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Tt^^fiA at IMuAulUtram^kitlkmA to lUmtmltUU a, 10$, mOhUaM • » 

Of). OTIM children at L. 1, lfl».MCh, . . . 909 10 

Prorfakmii for voyage of M days, at lii per day adolta* mmI atdd. par 

dayfarchlMnn 4fl7 10 • 

PrioeofMaeraionaodloflOpenaiiiatTkparaaM, 87A 

• Board In Canada for AO days, at If. to adulta, and Od. to chlldran, MO 
fniplcmcnta and seed for 0acr« to aadi fiunlly luppoiad mfBclaat to 

rapport them, (My) 150 

Traneport Aram Montreal to Upper Provinoat (lay) 100 

Inddenu, (wy) 100 

iTSJoT^ 

In fhrming an estimate per eonira^ let etch male ptuptf be 
taken as a health j man of the age of 40, (the great proportioo 
trill be under) his chance of life by the Northampton tables is 
something above 23 years. In addition to this^ it mtuit be i«« 
membered, that, as a pauper declines in years, the expense to 
his parish will naturally increase. To prevent, however, all 
cavil, let the value of his life be taken only at elm/em jean in 
place of hpenip'ihree. 

Rleven yeanT coat of BO famflles, at L. 20 per annum e«c9i, . L. ll/W 
Deduct total expenne of removal and eetabilfhment In Canada, ^00 

PermAncnt lavlnff, L. 8,900 

These calciilntioriH may be objectionable in some particular 
itemfl, but, om a whole, it Im believed, they are tolerably correct 
Nor dooH the above sum, large as it is, fairly indicate the real 
gain of the parish, for, it iH plain, that by removing those pau- 
j)ers for whom no profitable employment could be found, more 
ample room in left for the labourers who remain, and of whom, it 
is reasonable to ansume, that many would ere long have come 
upon the parish for aid, had no removal of others taken place. 
It has been proved, that in parinhes where there were perhaps 
100 labourers without work, the removal of 20 restored thede- 
numd to a wholesome ntate. ' 

Should a measure of this nature be adopted, a fair opportuni* 
ty will be afforded of effecting some wholesome alterations 
upon the poor-laws, and it does not a])pear how this can be 
brought about wWtoui relieving the existing pres»ure. Let the 



^ ft might be practlcablo eltheT to provide employment with board for 
erf emigrantu, or to preitare lhe\T \at\(\, «o lYvaA. iVve^ v(\l|;ht And it partly in acf 
In either cane thl» Item W(iuAd be MiveA. YVve ^ctwiVsv vc^»^fi«^ wATMtaib'«<wW 
nuUntmln a family for 12 months Vn iL>jut\d»xic«. 
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Ww be restored to somewhat of its pristine and wholesome na- 
ture. - Let the aged and the destitute be care^lly provided for, 
9aad let some power be reserved to meet any great or unexpect- 
ed stagnation of employment, or of distress in the land ; but ih 
every case where the pauper shall be able-bodied, let the parish 
liave the right to propote emigration on a fit and proper plan, or 
. to be absolved from all obligation to provide maintenance or 
WGfrk for vigorous and healthy men. This may stagger many, 
as a cruel idtemative to the man who actually possesses at this 
bour his rig^t of settlement as the law stands. Should some 
such enactment, however, not take place, all attempts to cor. 
rect the evUs of the poor-laws will prove ^tile and vain. And 
it should be borne in remembrance, that a party of neighbours, 
with their wives and children, comfortably transferred from uhe 
discord and squalid misery of English paupers, to the actual 
possession in fee simple of 50 acres of good land in a healthy 
climate, can scarcely be admitted to complain, with justice, of 
having their interests neglected or their rights despised. 

Should the views here stated be at all sound, it is surely a 
matter of serious import, in the present degraded and inflam- 
matozy state of our peasantry, once their country's pride, to 
form some arrangement on the plan suggested. 

It would be a vain attempt, within the limits of this note, to 
touch upon the pauperism of Ireland, but it may be well to re- 
member, that, in relieving England of those agricultural la- 
bourers who cannot find employment, a short breathing time 
toBj be taken to legislate for Ireland. The influx of Irish la- 
houzers has to some extent fostered the evil which exists, and 
which would experience a temporary alleviation by the remo- 
val of those English labourers from the market for labour. No 
doubt this would soon be at an end, as the supply from Ireland 
would soon become superabundant, and the tide would be roll, 
ed bode again whence it came. But, meantime, legislative 
measures might be arranged either to- provide for them at 
home, or to offer them emigration from proper Irish funds. 

Let it always be had in remembrance, that emigration, as 
a corrective of pauperism, must ever prove nugatory, unless 
accompanied by wholesome enactments for correcting the evil 
which haa called far its aid. 
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The subject of the foregoing note would appear also to hare 
engaged the attention of a Gentleman who has opened an ex- 
tremely useful establishment in London, and who is at present 
(I believe) engaged in preparing an eztenaiye work upon emi< 
gration. 

AN ADDRESS TO MAOISTRATR8, LANDOWNERS, AlfD 

RATE-PAYERS. 

GswBRAL CoumiAL OrFICI, 
148 Leadenhaa 8tr$et. 

The object of this Address is to point out to Magistrates, 
Xjindowners and Rate-payers, a novel, but easy and effectual 
method of promoting the emigration of paupers to the Bri- 
tish North American Colonies. 

The advantages of pauper emigration to those of the labour- 
ing class who remove, as well as to those who remain at home 
—to the owners and occupiers of land in this country, as well 
as to persons of the same classes in the colonies, whose chief 
want is the want of labourers — the unqualified and extensive 
benefits of pauper emigration — are at length so generally un- 
derstood, that uj)on this point it is unnecessary to say another 
word. Prejudice has been subdued by facts. Within the last 
year or two, the rate-payers of very many parishes have been 
relieved by furnishing to the poor and the necessitous the 
means of obtaining an advantageous settlement in the British 
colonies of North America ; whilst every report fVom those 
colonies acknowledges the reciprocal benefits experienced from 
the influx of laborious settlers. The natural result is, a gene- 
ral desire on the part of the labouring poor to obtain the means 
of emigrating to Canada, and on the part of the owners and 
occupiers of land heavily burdened with poor rates, to afford 
to paupers the means of removal from misery, discontent, and 
temptation to evil courses of life. 

But there yet remain some great practical difficulties in the 

way of extensive pauper emigration. The dependent poor are 

Willi nc^, nay most anxious, to remove ; rate-payers are desirous 

to ])r()vide funds fox iVve Tercvoval of paupers ; shipowners 

abound who are ready to coxv^erj ^QQt ew!^5gc«»\A\.^ Q»xaAa^<it 
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«. cost which is trifling compared with that of mflintaining 
paupers at home : but there has not been established any sys- 
tematic method of enabling these three classes to co-operate 
fbr their common advantage. Let us suppose a number of 
pauper ^milies anxious to emigrate, the rate-payers of their 
parish willing to promote their emigration, and a shipowner 
^ho would rejoice to obtain passengers in his ship which he is 
about to dispatch in ballast ; still much trouble must be incur- 
xed by the rate-payers in making a contract with the ship- 
owner and in placing the paupers on ship-board ; whilst, after 
all, the gecuritp for the performance of the contract — ^for punc- 
tuality in the time of sailing — for the accommodation and due 
supply of the emigrants during their voyage — and for such at- 
tention to their wants on arriving in the colony as should en- 
able them to reap without delay the great advantages of emi- 
gration, is at best very imperfect* These are the difficulties 
which must be removed before pauper emigration can be con- 
ducted with fiunlity and satisfaction to all the parties concerned. 
In order to remove these difficulties — to facilitate, as much 
as possible, the emigration of paupers at the cost of rate- pay- 
ers, and above all to satisfy the benevolent that their humane 
purpose will be strictly carried into effect, it appears to be in- 
di^iensably necessary that a new occupation should be under- 
taken by persons properly qualified to conduct it, viz. that 
of serving as a medium of communication between rate-payers 
and ship-owners, by contracting with parish-officers under full 
responsibility, and with every security for the due performance 
of the contract, for the removal of paupers either from their 
parish or from a given port, to a given destination in the co- 
lonies. In order to follow this occupation, the undersigned have 
established a '•^ House of Agency for Emigration'" in London. 
They have set on foot an extensive correspondence with the 
colonies of Upper and Lower Canada, Nova Scotia, New Bruns- 
wick, and the Australasian settlements, whereby they will be 
enabled at all times to point out the settlement where the 
greatest demand for labour exists, and to which therefore, poor 
emigrant labourers ought to be directed ; whereby also they 
will possess the means of procuring advice and assktaxvce t<\ 
poor emigranta on their arrival at the coVotv^ \.<^ ^VvScl "Oc^^-sj 
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mav be dettlned ;— «nd thev now propoae to en^r nJO eatraa 
with parish-officen aiid othm for conduetiiig the emignliai 
of iiaupen. The tenns of such coatnct are specified bdoi, 
>ncl it in hnped they will be found to contain eyeiy secimlf 
whii'h the moet cautious and benevolent gnardiam of thepM 
could desire. It will thiu be seen, that when the late-paTen 
of a iMFish have fbrmed the wiah to promote the emigiatum li 
a number of paupen demroua to emigrate, their wi^ anj k 
at once carried Into effact without farther trouble or ansetf 
beyond that of correapondence with the underngned, wb 
undertake to furnish the fulleit in&miatian upon every pdnt 
which may be intereating to tfaoae who may be pleased to on- 
fide in them, and to incur the m^tuiii/i/jr, aa well as the troublCi 
of carrying into fill! effect the wishes of thooe with whom tbej 
nay enter into contracts. 

Terms of Contract. 

1. Passage to beprovidedibrmch Bum nstnaybeagreedupoii. 

>. Port of embsrbatian and debarkstion to be ipecified. 

3. Day of saijing to be specified, and if any delay take place, 
allhoiigh from u'imf, miather, or any other equally vnaveii^ 
eaiue, Che passengers to be maintained at the expense nf 
Robert Gouger and Co. according to the scale of rations. 

4. Provlsiona to be pmivided from the day filed for embarka- 
tion according to the following scale — 

Schemeof PTOBieiom,for a Men of Six Men or Women for oaA Iki 
of the Week. 
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In case of substitution, the following proportions are to be 
observed : 

1 lb. of raisins or 4 lb. of currants, to be equal to 1 lb. flour. 
I oz. of cocoa or cofiTee, to be equal to i oz. tea. 

5. Sum to be paid to the emigrants on their arrivaL 

6. One-half of the passage-money agreed for, to be paid on 
the day of embarkation ; the remainder to be deposited with 

Messrs .——. , and to be paid to R. Gouger & Co. so 

soon as they will furnish proof of the landing of the emigrants 
at the specified colonial port. 

{Robert Gouger & Co. 
148, Leadmluill-Street 



GENERAL COLONIAL AGENCY OFFICE. 
148, Leadenhail-StreeU 

The above office has been established for the pui^Mise of 
affording to persons residing in any of the British Colonies 
fiudlities for transacting public or private business with Eng^ 

land. 

The undersigned, from their extensive mercantile connec- 
tions, are enabled to dispose readily of any colonial produce, or 
other goods which may be consigned to them for sale, as well 
as to execute, upon the most ^vourable terms, any commis- 
sion fbr the purchase of British manu&ctures with which they 
qiay be entrusted. 

All business connected with the estates of persons dying in 
the colonies, and with the remittance of property, transacted 
with the most punctuality and despatch. 

The pay and pension of Officers residing in the colonies, re- 
ceived and remitted. 

Goods and baggage belonging to persons aniving in England, 
cleared and delivered, 

Robs;rt Gouger & Co, 
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No. III. 

[^Every exertion in his power is made by his Majesty i 
Agent to cdleviate the difficulties of EmigrantSy and 
of these the following is a sample,^ 

ADVICE TO EMIGRANTS. 

QuKBBC, l«f Jlayl832. 

Theke is nothing of more importance to Emigrants on arrival 
at Quebec, than correct information on the leading points con- 
nected with their future pursuits. Manj have suffered much 
bj a want of caution, and by listening to the opinions of inte- 
rested designing characters, who frequently offer their advice 
unsolicited, and who are met generally about whar&, and land- 
ing places frequented by strangers. To guard emigrants from 
filing into such errors, they should, immediately on arrival 
at Quebec, proceed to the Office of the Chief Agent for Emi- 
grants, in Sault-au-Matelot Street, Lower Town, where every 
information requisite for their future guidance in either getting 
settlement on lands, or obtaining employment in Upper or 
Lower Canada, will be obtained (gratis, j 

The following Directions are of importance to the Emigrant arriving 
in Canada^ and are addressed to him in the simplest language* 

Previous to disembarkation, arrange your baggage in a small 
compass, the fewer packages the better, but have them well se- 
cured, — old dirty clothing, large boxes, and other useless arti- 
cles, are not worth the carriage. If you have any provisions 
left, such as oatmeal, potatoes, &c. you can sell them at Que- 
bec at a profit, and avoid the expense of transport, and you can 
purchase baker's bread, butter, tea, sugar, and other necessaries 
more suited for your journey. All sorts of provisions may be 
bought cheaper, and generally of a better quality, in Montreal 
and Upper Canada, than at Q>xe\jet. lixeas yourself in light 
dean clothmg. Females faequeiiW^ Xixvu^Qa^^^Ssx^ssssV^XR.- 



ADVICB TO EMIGRANTS. 351 

:oo warmlj clothed. Cut jour hair short, and wash daily 
thoroughly. Avoid drinking ardent spirits of any kind, and 
a heated do not drink cold water. Eat moderately of light 
Avoid night dews. By attending to the preceding di- 
ons, sickness will be prevented, with other serious incon- 
3nces. When every thing is ready for disembarkation, and 
e ship is lying at anchor in the river,^take care in pass^ 
rem the ship to the boat ; avoid all haste, and see that your 
age is in the same conveyance with yourself, or left under 
harge of some friend, with your name on it. If the ship 
} to the wharf to disembark, do not be in a hurry, but 
b the proper time of tide, when the ship*s deck will be on 
s_ with the quay or wharf. Passengers are entitled by law 
le privilege of remaining on board ship 48 hours after 
al; and it is unlawful for the Captain to deprive his pas^ 
srs of any of their usual accommodations for cooking or * 
rwise : you may therefore avoid the expense of lodgings, 
make all your arrangements for prosecuting your journey, 
ious to disembarkation, should sickness overtake you, pro. 
immediately, or be removed to the Emigrant Hospital, in 
ohn's Suburbs, where you will be taken care o^ and provid- 
ith every thing needful until restored to health. Medi- 
and medical advice can also be had at the Dispensary at- 
ed to the Quebec Charitable Emigrant Society. This so. 
r will grant relief to all destitute emigrants. In Montreal 
e is a similar institution for the relief of emigrants. It is 
icularly recommended to emigrants, not to loiter their va- 
lie time at the port of landing ; but to proceed to obtain set- 
lent or employment. Many have regretted when too late, 
they did not pursue this course, and take advantage of the 
uent opportunities that presented themselves for settle- 
Lt in convenient situations in Upper or Lower Canada, in- 
d of squandering their means and valuable time in looking 
r an imaginaiy paradise in the aguish swamps of Illinois 
Missouri, or other distant regions of the Western States, 
ire is no portion of the American continent more congenial 
he constitution or habits of emigrants from the United King- 
I, or that offer a wider field, or surer reward for industry 
good conduct, than the feitale ^\3\kX% ^i \j Y^ ^^^saSa, 
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8k Od. to IkOl 

MkOd. ta«l.«. 
l<k Od, to SOk Oi 



Tba ftUowliig aia the otmnt nlea af vtgaa- faU "te Hffir 
and Umcr Onada to panona anpnrfntad^rtth IhaaaaNiy^^ 
atraafaia onghtnot to expect ao flMMi|;i 

YJ#PaB'CA«ABk4. 

ahlaC w f UM MdJ^i— fcytrif ii. M. to -ta. ai. 

BriaUn^mMirifaioni . . dik. 4k M.-to A> «U 

BlM^nitlM, miwrifthti, te. te. ik M. to k. aL- 

Furm A Common Labouren, &G. da 2k 6d. to 4«. Od. 

fMtto dttto, per month, sod fbuikU SDk Od.-to 0Oi. Od. 

House SenranteiMen) do. do.. 3Qk Od. to fiOe. Od. 

Ditto do.(PemalGt).lo. da 90k Od. to 35k Od 

A great number of labourers are employed on board ships, 
9nd about timber-yards, at Quebec and Montreal, who get from 
38. to 48. 6d. a-day, and generally found. The extravagant ha- 
bits engendered in such occupations, are decidedly in fiivour of 
the labouring emigrant proceeding immediately to the country. 
Emigrants vdth fiunilies, and who are possessed of from Ij. !20 
to L. 25, are advised to push immediately into the woods, in 
the vicinity of old settlements, where they can obtain provi- 
sions for their spare labour. The difficulties, although great 
at first, soon subside, and much experience is the result The 
cost of clearing wild lands, and making it ready for crop, is from 
508. to 70s. per acre in Upper Canada, and the Townships of 
Liower Canada. To these I should say, select a fiivourable 
spot for your log-house* near a spring of water, or rumiing 
stream, and where a cellar to keep your potatoes in winter em 
be dug under the houte,* If you proceed to build houses and 

* Carefully dear the tlEDba aacuQi \iDaA\vXo «i ^XaabKatt^Ru ^^cms. d<<reUiqg and 
out buildings, or. In the e!V«A of ft»\athfc'«^*^^ift.**.>k\BBaBCBii.*'«a. 

being destroyed. 
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Qittur lands on a kvge teak on ^rat arrival H nrdj sue- 
Q««3s ao waU; liv tibe price <^laboipr U lo Ugh, and the difficuU 
^ of gefctiiig penona to work, added to the great expense of 
liamiMliiig food finr increased numbera, until produced from jour 
knd, ought in eTeij inatance to induce the strange emi. 
It and tuBoaXy to proceed cautiously in kying out th^ mo» 
; but a crop of potatoes and Ibdda* for a cow is the first 
«l|joct, and thia maj be accomplished the first year, i/you arrive 
«axly. The second you will be enabled to feed your fionilj 
with tlie neceasarifis of life, and the third year you may find 
yoonelf poaaeased of a yoke of oxen, a cow or two, and a year 
old caU^ a couple of pigs, poultry, Slc abundance of provisiotts 
fer your femily, and fedder fer your cattle. The Irish and 
Scotch peasantry know well how to value the economy of a 
milch cow ; ewery new settler ought to strive to obtain one as 
soon as possible, taking care to provide a sufficiency of fodder fer 
the hmg winter. Cattle require a little salt in the CanadaSi 
It ia not considered necessary to go fiirther into the details of 
the first settlement as on all these points you will be guided by 
your own observation on the spot, and the advice you will get 
firam the local agents and superintendents. Great caution is 
necessary in all your transactions. When you stand in need 
of advice, apply to the government agents, or other respectable 
BouKoea. You wiU find many plans and schemes offered to your 
consideration, on your route firom Quebec to your destination 
in Upper Canada ; but turn away from them, unless you are 
well satisfied of the purity of the statements. Should you re- 
quire to change your £ngliBh money, go to the banks or some 
well known respectable person. The currency in the Canadas, 
is at the rate of 5s. to the dollar, and is called Haiifojc ciir» 
rencif. The value of £nglish gold, or silver, lis regulated by the 
rate of exchange in England, which fluctuates. At present the 
gold sovereign is worth 23s. 6d. to 248. currency. In New 
York 8s. is calculated for the dollar ; hence many are deceived 
when hearing of the rates of labour, &c.— 58. in Canada, is equal 
to 88. in New York; thus, 8s. New York currency is equivalent 
to 5s. Halifex. In Upper Canada, and in the Townships of 
Lower Canada, the tenure of lands is " Free and Common Soc- 
cage,** as in England. In the SeigaeunaV ot Yxei^^ \«x\& ^s^. 
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JLioirer Ctnada, the feudal « Ffeilch temin If Id 

the Cuudttjfou live under the Btltkh kwe end com tfluti eiiy 
nd an le« Incumbeied with tuee or loed importi^ then ia iBf 
ether eountrj on the feoe of the (^be. Tou ou^bt, preyhine 
to leaving Quebec, to appl j at the Poat-oAee diould you ex- 
pect an J lettef% and if jou are writing to year frienda in the 
United Kingdom by poat, jou must pay the poetage t ao abo 
when writing to the United Statea. Lettera from one part of 
the Canadas to Uie oUier, do not require to be poet-paid. £ni- 
grants mtj forward letteti to the United Kinylimi from Que- 
bec, bj' taking them to tlie keeper of the Herdiaat*^ EzdHnifB^ 
and pajing one pennj fer each. 

Having arranged all jour buaineat at QuebfCy jou will pro- 
ceed without loH of time to Montreal, bj ateamJwat, on jour 
route to Upper Canada. Two ateam-boata plj dailj to Mont- 
real, 100 miles up the 8t Lawrence, which is perfermed in M 
to 30 hours. Tbe fere fer deck passengers, is 7s. 6d. fiir adults; 
children under 18 jean paj lialfiprice, and under 7 one^tUrd. 
These steam-boats belong to private individuals. Government 
in in no manner connected with them. At Montreal jou will 
find a government agent, who will advise jou should jou re- 
quire it. 

Routes to the princijial places in Upper CAlr▲Di^ as follows : 

Quebec to Montreal* by iteam-boatf, 
Montreal to Ihreicott, by Durhun boata, 
Pretcoct to Klngf ton, by vteam, • • 

Ditto to Coburgh, or Port Hope, 
PrcKOtt to York, Capital of Upper Canada, Hamilton -k jog. 
and Nia^pira, ... / 

From Niagara, you {iroceed by land to Fort Erie, opposite 
Buffalo on I^ake Krie, where steam-boatu, or sailing schooners, 
will convey those destined to Port Talbot, or other parts of the 
lyondon district, or vicinity of Lake St Clair. Persons going 
to settle on the lands of the Canada Comjiany will proceed to 
Yorl( or Burlington Bay head of Lake Ontario. 

At most of the preceding towns and landing places, you will 
find ^vemment agentR. If you aie bound to Perth, or New 
JLanarky or the vicinity, disiernVMixk. aX.A?T««aA.\.\ «l ^^sv^\s)3k\^ ( 
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ma B j-Town on the Ottawa. If for the thriyin^ setileineiitfl 
in tlie Newcastle district, disembark at Cobuxgfa or Port Hope, 
on Lake Ontario. Those going to the townships of Seymour maj 
proceed from Kingston, by the beautiful Baj of Quints, to the 
mouth of the Trent River, from whence a road, distance 16 
miles, brings you to Seymour. If proceeding to the Home or 
Western districts, disembark at York, the capital of Upper 
Canada. £migrants going any where beyond York, will in ge- 
neral find it their interest to make it their route. If for the 
Liondon district, proceed by the Niagara frontier, to Lake Erie, 
and the Talbot Settlement If for By-Town, Grenville, Hull, 
Horton, or other situations on the Ottawa River, proceed from 
Montreal, and Lachine, by the usual conveyances. 

Crown lands, of the most fertile quality, are prepared for 
the reception of emigrants in many parts of Upper Canada, and 
will be sold, payable by instalments. The following offices have 
been opened by the Commissioner of Crown Lands in Upper 
Canada, for the convenience of Emigrants :— 

In the Bathurst District, Mr M^Naughton will open his office 
at By-Tuwn. 

M%jor Campbell, of the Township of Seymour, for the Mid- 
land District. 

Mr Ritchie for the Home District, and will reside in Sunni- 
dftlp- 

Mr Mount, Deputy-Surveyor, for the Western District, be- 
tween Carradoc and the St Clair. 

Emigrants may obtain employment, for two or three months, 
on the roads, in several Townships, in the Western and Home 
districts of Upper Canada. 

Routes to the principal settlements in Lower Canada, are 
as follows : — 
District of Quebec, south side of the River St Lawrence. 
Township of Frampton, 36 miles from Quebec by Point Levy, 
a thriving settlement inhabitants mostly Irish. 

Townships lying contiguous to the Kennecbec road, beyond 
Frampton, offisr good prospect for settlement. The lands are 
principally private property. The seigjaiot^ of ^\.Q^\rs»>^R^ 
mJJes £rom Quebec, by St Nicholaa axv^ ^i^CLe Cxwwg^ x^»Js^ "» 
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ftvourmliljr Hliufttcd ftw emifpwitii, ftvim lU cantlipilty to the 
uftpiUly Mild li IncncuiiiK n|iidi/ 1 iUi popuktlon Ut iiilficl|Mllx 
Jriih. 

New Afxyle, In Um* MrffpiUiry uf Hi Croix, mlUw fWnn RU 
4!bAnlMun*M Tavorn, on Hut CmlKVi niftd In Hi Gllo% sad M 
miUM IVtitn Quebec f ihe new rtmA to the TownHhlp of Inv«r« 
noMi piuMeii ihrouKh thiM Netilunumt InluiMtiuiitf, pHiid|»lljr 
illglilMiileri ilrotii Uio IiiUiml uf Ubij, tiul Irliih— 'Tho l«nd« 
In iliU |Mirt am of kuo<1 quality. 

Tho witknnenU of Uliiter, Yorkiililre, DubUn, and Near 
Hamilton, cimmitfm'u fuur nilluH bi^ond Now Argylo, and M 
mUM from Qutfbec, and are iiituated In tho fiouiialiltig Town- 
•hip of InvemuM t thniuffh which a now road ha« boon noarly 
AniNlied io tho bunk'ni uf tho TownMhip tiT If alifkx. Tho In. 
haliiiant* of InvernoM are Vrtmi varloui )Murt« of Uio United 
KhiKdom. Thuvo IVum Kn^hmd are principally IWim York. 
«hiro I thoM! ftroin Irulaiul, inonily from tho Northern Countloiti 
and thufie fnmi Heotland aro chieHy Highlandoni fVoni the 
ImUixI of Arruti. Jicyoni! InvenuMM lie Uie TuwniihiiM of Mali- 
iiiXf (.'hcHii'r, utitl Tinfj^wiclc, i^ihh\ UituU for MrttlcMiioiil i but Ht 
preM'tit thi*rc in no i-oii vcniciit rtuul to th«*tii. The TowriiUiip oi' 
AlliubuHltii joiitM InvcriM'HN, tttid in a dcninible plture for M4*ttle- 
II lent. 

Till* TowtiNhip of l^*(*dH throiif(h whiith ('ruif(*H roud inihncm, 
licH to lh(* it'll of Itivcriicrw, In M ui'iiott iitmi QuiOn'i;, und in In- 
cnitNlng rapidly in jjopiilution. liilmbitaiitM, KioU^h, Jri«h and 
Knf(liMh. 

The TuwtiHhip of New I reltind, throuf^h which i>uig*H road 
alno pUNN4'H, licN beyond lA'vdsy HO iiiiitfM from Quc'lMKr, und i» 
iiii-ri'iihitif( imich in popiilntiwn. The inhul)itunLMuruprimri)mll^ 
IriKli, itnd u niinilK*r of Kiif^liHh of Ibi* WctNluyun connexion, 
almi ulioiil 25 Aiiicrinm f'mnilii'H from tlic Unittrd KiaUfii. 

(!raif(*H roiul Icadit to Hiii|ilon und DudiiwclL, l>ui in imjiaiH- 
abli' lor whcfl^'urriiigc tninM|>ort Ix'yond Ireland. 

I'Voin tli«* Murkct^lip, in tlic l^owiT Town ofClucJH'c, ii'rrf'- 
bfNilri ^o diiily an the tide HtiilH to St NicbolaH, 19 inil**H up tin; 
rivfr nti tbi* Hoiith nlde, where Cralf^'H rooii lK'f(inii. 

KiinU*ni 'J*owiiKli\\m of Wiwev Cavw^vu *V\v« >^v<,'tHiMit roult 
tjvia Tlmx Uiverl^,iHMn\\JW\l\MNvsV^\xv^>vic^^^^t^«»^\\i^sw•^^ 



INFORMATION TO KMIORANTS. 35? 

-cross this St lAwrence to the south side, and proceed to Sfter- 
irook^ by Nicolet, La Bale, andjDrummondville ; or you maT 
.proceed to Sorrel 40 miles abov^ Three Rirers, on the south 
ride of the St Lawrence, and there disembaik. The rate of pas- 
flBge firom Quebec by the steam-boat will be about the same as 
to stop at Three Rivers, and you will avoid the ferry, A good 
load leads from Sorrel to Sherforook, by Yamaska and Drum- 
mondville. The distance from Quebec to Sherbn)ok in a 
straight line by the new road to Inverness, when finished, is 99 
miles, and by Three Rivers or Soreh the route to be taken for 
transport is 160 miles, of which 70 is land-carriage. 

Sherbrooke is the capital of the Eastern Townships, and is 
BUiTOunded by thriving settlements, particularly Stanstead, 
where industrious fiuming labourers or mechanics are much 
wanted, and are sure (by good conduct) to do well ; as also the 
Towiiships of Stanbridge, Brome, Dunham, Potion, and the 
Seigniory of St Armand, the route to which is by St John's. 

Chambly is 40 miles from Sorrel, and 18 ftxmi Montreal, — 
Labourers may get employment at the canal now making at 
Chambly- Chateauguay, Godmanchester, and Sherington, from 
86 to 40 miles from Montreal, south side of the St Lawrence, 
axe thriving situations 

North side of the River St Lawrence, and in the district and 
Ticildty of Quebec, are the settlements of Beauport, Stoneham, 
Tewksbuiy, Yalcartier, and Jacques Cartier, Beschambault, and 
the settlement of Portneu£ Inhabitants, principally Irisk 

Three Rivers and its vicinity, 90 miles from QUebec, give 
employment to mitny emigrants. In the rear of Berthier, 190 
niileB above Quebec, are the Townships of Brandon, Kilkenny, 
Rawdon and Kildare. 

New Glasgow settlement in the seigniory of Terrebonne, is 
about SO miles from MontreaL Persons bound for the Town- 
flhipa bordering on the Ottawa river, particularly Lochaber, 
Templeton, Hull, &c. will take theh: route and departure from 
MontreaL There are many desirable situations for settlement 
belonging to private individuals in Upper and Lower Canada. 
The names of the proprietors or the agents may be had on ap- 
plication at this office. 

It is jMuticuJarly recommended to en&isnsL\&\A\^^''i£»A^sBS!%' 



HiMMMiidiltai ftf liiidt %9 Iki MpMilfv T#vnMMto 

SiMdi^ wUh iwtlwb Jtoi will b» Hiwliind f twlgwii dwite) 

A. a BvMMMAirt CM|f i^iM 



If*. IV. 

rent TBI nnroMiATioir or imoiuifTii 

KNfaflAfTT* nrHvltig Hi Ci«t»liMt fVom tti# Unltud Klnfyrfmn, 
■nil who sr» iMrnun of Mitillrig In HYfmr CftruklA or Low«r 
CwMd«,or of otiUlfiifiK otft|fl4>/frMmi, nm lnform«4 iluii nil n** 
dmmry \niimmiUm 1^ iMr f(uUUuum nw/ bo obtftfti#4 (gru^) 
on ofiplloiilon Hi thbi o(fk!<*, tiotwom tho tMnini of 10 ofi4 $ 
o'clotdt (Iftil/, lhin4ii/» ow'^tpiMt 

Tho prhwipii] utiuiitlonii fn (Jpfior CoMMlit whonr omvifi- 
monU on* miulo ftir lomiitn^ omignmiii oro fn (bo Hkikun^ 
NowrMiU, Ifomo, mvI WonUrn ]>iffirUftOr 

Inillfioni omIfpmiNt on ciondlilon of netwA Miilomonti wmy 
obufn loniilon on iho fn\\&w\nff iofm% riff* 

Ftfty iM;mi of loml will ho olloUod to oocrli hood of o ihrnflf^ 
Upon wmHIilon of po/lng ot tho mto of Atb currono/ |Mf onv^ 
Tho flm iM^mont to }m modo ot tho off|fhiitlon of thffoo ymth 
mUi tho wholo to ho fmUi hy onnuol inNtolmonto of 1* 9 f f li 
MwrA^ wlih intorootf to (jomtnonoo fyom tho wpiniUm of thfft 

/0«fflr 

Tho fvyroimioiii ivm iMUf «btt niViOM « >^^ 
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Iiog4iou8e, fin* the temporary accommodation of setUera on their 
respective locations, and will afford some assistance towards 
upcniiig roads to the lands proposed to be settled, but will make 
■o adYances in provisions or utensils, and the settlers must de- 
pend entirely upon their own resources for bringing their lands 
Into cultivation. 

Settlers with means will have opportunities of purchasing 
Crown Lands in several parts of tiie province at the public 
lales, due notice of which may be obtained on application at 
the Commissioner of Crown Lands* office^ York, or to the foU 
lowing government agents : 

Ottawa and ) 

Bathurst Districts, f MrM^aughton,at-Bytofwi. 

Newcastle District, Mr M^Douall, Fetefioro. 

Home District, Mr Ritchie^ Township o/Medonto^ 

Western District, Mr Mount, Qarrodoo and St Clair. 

A. C. Buchanan, Chief Agent. 



No. V. 

[^nefidlawing ProjefA has already commenced, and I 
doubt not wiU to aome extent succeed. It is hoped the 
style of Architecture, S^c. may he in harmony with the 
scene around,^ 

« CITY OF THE FALLS.** 

Mr Forsyth having disposed of his interest in the property 
at the Falls of Niagara, it is proposed to found a city, which, from 
the elevated position of the grounds, and their contiguity to 
the Falls, must necessarily possess the exclusive advantages of 
a situation, which, without all question, Is the most health^ on 
jthe Continent of North America. 

The heat of the summer can there be borne with pleasure, 
whUe at the aaxne time the aimoyvoce c^ TGkS»fi^vv:^*aai^i&^ <;i^<es^ 
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tAiWHMBflODB flUlBi ■^OflMNlMH WttB-iB0 ^HWBBHB' flMA 

the iolly tai tiM diMMt of att iWMip^ 4* fHAM tliviiqir 
mult. 

Tlie iMdBMtsror Ite 8oiithni(wMa m ttu»WiMi) 
BtalM of tUi MsttMBtp indi iirth #nH3r iniBMr, ^Hik HI* 
ben if llM UMiBrtribli h ^rii il—U ta «0ik tadHi iifr 



Thechtef placaof attiactlon haibgailhe ijirli^iif ftwty 
Vnioiis otlior pboM an nnrtod to, but iMMie flll^ 
to the mldrt jrf JwliinMihlii tdBty—d itfitatioa ttm criM? 
a¥oeatloii% wUditetobalbiiiidatAizla£9iapeOfl^ VafMflhii 
Bath, Brij^hftoi^ Suxton,. aad SMSjr othar fteeal fai Ciii'in 
trfaamthanaat aedndad prtfiaey aaa %a aqjojad in IIm alit 
tif the laait TCttnai aodaifi 7«l aa ngalata^ tiMt muum^ 
haaldiy raereatlon» and plaaauia an vaited} wliare the Wl 
dressed and the wdl oonducteid, without xefinenoe to nnk or 
wealth, maj and do ndngle with lords, grandees, and princes. 

On the conttoent of North America, there is no other place 
so well adapted as the grounds at the FaUs for the formation 
of a citj, embracing all the advantages essential to the pursuits 
and habits of the people of the United States and Canadas, 
whither all who visit the conttoent of North America resort, 
to behold the most stupendous ! the moat sublime ! of Nature's 
worka ;-*to visit a place, the fiune whereof standa pre-eminent 
and unrivalled throughout the world. 

The revolution produced by steam, as applied to the move- 
ment of carriages bj land, as well as vessels by water, places 
the FaUs to a new and promtoent light. By the various chan- 
nels of comumnication now opened, and to progress through 
the State of Ohio^ the cities and towns on the Miasissippi, the 
Ohio, mtoois, &c., have become connected with the great lakes 
Superior, Michigan, Huron, Erie, Ontario^ Champbin, sod 
the rivers St Lawrence and Hudson. 

The proposed ^ City of the FaUs,** as to all these remote 
Vf^ona, is placed l&e iVie \ie»xt Vn ^e Vraxoasi body^ standuig 
II the direct routes o£ Xihaae \»Tf6\te(n% tern ^i*^ etta^Va.^ 
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▼mlleys of the MIssisBlppl and Ohio, to New York, Boston, New 
Orlenns, Montreal, and Quebec also the new, and rapid! j in- 
creasing State of Michigan, the Canadas, and the Northern 
States ; so that the site must he regarded as the most i^pro-.. 
priate on the American Continent for tiie object adverted to, 
afibrding an easy approach for the onnual assemlrilage of the 
fiishionable, the learned, and the great. 
- A consideration of these unparalleled advantages^ has led to 
the formation of a company of gentlemen, who have purchased 
FoTsy this grounds and houses, and who purpose to lay out the 
laiids so purchased in streets, in lots to be sold for buildingsi, 
Mscoiding to a scale insurii^ the general comfort and conveni-' 
enoe of the new community. 

The association purposes to place the superintendence q£ the 
establishment under a gentleman, who will {Mrovlde for the 
PirHHoo and Ontario houses suitable diaracters, intimately ac- 
quainted with their duties, so that all who resort there, will 
find a union of comibrt with economy in the midst of a society 
truly desirable. 

It is pr(^r to observe, that Hot, CcAd, and Shower Baths, 
will be erected near the cataract, and over these a splendid 
Pump-room, Headin^oom, Library^ and B.efreshment-rooms, 
with an Orchestra, for the accommodation of all visitors. 

That walks and seats are to be laid out upon the most im- 
proved style of landsci^ gardening, with grottos, bowers, &c. 

That lots will be set apart for places of public worship, 
schools, and halls for literary institutions. 

A number of cotts^^ shall be forthwith erected, and fumidbed 
for private fiundlies resorting to the Falls during the summer, 
who will have to provide nothing but their linen and plate, and 
amy dine either at the Pavilion, or in their own cottage. 

The Pavilion alone is intended to receive gentlemen and 
^unilies who purpose remaining longer than one week ; the 
Ontario house for those who may not feel disposed to remain so 
kmg. No bar-nxHn will be suffered at either house ; wine of 
;he best quality of its kind will be furnished on such moderate 
:erms, as will afford a liberal profit, without the extravagant 
vices which so universally pre\«^ 



308 irFBitoix. 

PaeulUr advaiitagM will be airord«d •ueh genikmeii m ihall 
«rect, during the prwent or ramiing ytn^ cotUgw or houiai 
for their pemument dwelling or ■ummer reiidenoet. 

The itreete will be l«id out and marfcedf ao that peraona de- 
airoua of acquiring building lota maj be accommodated. Mate- 
riala for building are iVom 60 to 100 per cent, cheaper than in 
New York, or moat other citiea. 

Mecbaniea connected with building, will find it their intc- 
reat to acquire a realdence at the profKiaed citj* 

The citj will afford a moat agreeable permanent fcaidenoa 
for reapectable ftmiliea with limited incomea» aa all the necaa* 
aariea, and the chief liixuriea, of lifo are remarfcablj cheapo 
where good Khoola will be formed, and the beat aodetj mtt, 
without the expenae of entertaining them. While at the aame 
time, it will prove a reaidence admirablj adapted for pladag 
children in the way of earning their own independence^ either 
in the United Htatea or Canada. 

A charter will be applied for, ao that aliena ma/ bold rtsl 
eatate in the cit/. 

PaoraiETOBB. 

The Hon. W. Allan, Prealdcnt of the Bank of Upper Canada. 
Jameii I^urhanan, KMq., HIh M^jeHty*H CohhuI, New York. 
The Hon. Thou. CJlarke. The Hon. .1. H. Dunn, Itecciver- 
(leneral. Thou. Dixon, KHq., Pre«ident of the Society of 8t 
George, New York. liieut. (General Murray, of the Britifh 
Army. James UobinMon, Kitq. Hamuel Street, Kim(. 

The surrey, it is expected, will t>e completed by lat August, 
and an agent will attend to give all neceHitary information. 

N. R. General Murray, with a view to these arrangement!, 
has al really fixed his rcHldence at the New City, and several 
gentlemen contemplate building. 

Mr Porsyth retains the Pavilion, &c., until December next 
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No. VI. 

MR ROBERTSON'S NOTES. 

It is with much pleasure that I am emihled to confirm the 
accounts given of Canada and the States, hy various communi- 
cations ; and among others, bj the shrewd remarks of an intelli- 
gent Birmer, near Edinburgh, who crossed the Atlantic in 1830, 
«id of ^^ch I shall offer a short abstract. This individual 
has thoughts of emigrating, and prudently resolved, in the first 
place, to view the land of promise, ere he finally determined 
upon so important a step. Mr Robertson sailed from Greenock in 
the latter end of April 1830 for New York, where he landed on 
the 14th June, and expresses himself greatly surprized at the 
grandeur of the shops and private mansions, competing, as he 
quaintly observes, <' even with Edinburgh iUelf^*'* ^ and the masses 
of shipping from all quarters of the globe, was in reality a won* 
derfril sight.*' His fellow passengers were quickly absorbed in the 
busy population of the city, and he established himself in a re- 
spectable boarding house at 13/6 per week. The season had be- 
come warm, and the heat sometimes oppressed our honest 
Scotchman. The number of common carters employed by the 
merchants filled him with surprise. The carts were all ticketed^ 
and he noticed upon one a number considerably exceeding 2000. 
The elegBOice and cleanliness of the hackney coaches, and the 
quality of the horses, appear likewise to have particularly at- 
tracted his attention. While in New York, the anniversary of 
American Independence came round (4th July), a day of much 
gaiety and martial display. The discipline of the American 
troops does not seem to have impressed our traveller with much 
admiration ; but he justly opposes to their irregularity, the im- 
portant advantage *< that they have no money to raise hoxa 
the people^ to uphold such a mass of men doing nothing in time 
of peace but creating debt, for they have little or no debt, and 
of course few or no taxes, as I have known them in Scotland, 
where no sooneris the one taxgatherer out, than you may be sure 
mother will come in, so much 8Q, t3aftX7Q««\vi«Sk.\Ha»\w<^'^^^^ 
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ytmr )HK'k<'t m tnotiifrit ; and if you liiivtf no money, your cffMcti 
art' Hurc to f/^i for it. Indi'tfl, iUi'n' in more iiiotu'y ntiiMfil tortiu' 
Hly <-«tM In l'^linlfiirf(li) llian there iHofall manner oMiix«^ in 
the lily of New york." 

Fioni New York Mr litAtfriatm jiroi'W'ded ii} Wat^jiiigiufi 
by J'hJla/leljiliia ami JSultimore, deliKlitetl with the Hpleiidid 
hUHttu-^HtuU and with hfilh of'thetM' ritieH. When at Wanhinje- 
toN, lie vii^itetl M K<'ot('li Mettler hi Virj^nia, who owned a g«n|e 
of IA4I Hliive«. ThU man landed at New Vork ht iHlOwitii 
only 4^)11. lie commenfi'^l an a f nick man, and hy aieady and 
fhj{(al indiJHtry, had now ax'rjiiired in projM'rty UHHP acrev <it 
land, IM) NegDen, 10 {lainf of horwH, Kv. ToImuto waa hi» 
atajjie j>rri<liictron. lie olferetl Mr l{ol>erliKm a aiiuatioii a» 
nianaj^eri wlih'h wtu de<'lhi«'<l. JIuvhiK ri*iumtn\ to Haltlmorv, 
h« pr>M*ee«h'd a<-rotfK the AiU*pfii'dny MmjntainH fi>r l'ittabur|^i. ut 
the ataj^' ( the dintanre 2&0 mih-H, Ikre 10 dollara, or J^ 3 1 1^ c 0. 
All option waa p^ivtm to him of Htofijihif( hy the way, and pro* 
rMfliiif^ on the ffdlowing d:iy, when no lii('lin(*<l. Wheat }iar- 
venl hud (-oiii]iieii(i'«l M.'Sth Jiilv;, iitid Mr KolxTtMiti iiotireh Un- 
tYtitl/i/tf/ itr rijtliri{( with the b<'ylhe, ;iijd nIuU^h the daily work 
of a iiiati ut '/4 ^reti. Ka'h i-ra<)ler lian a man to hind, and a iiutt> 
with a rak« In attai h<-d to «*vi'ry two cradhTM. H«-nie if we lakfr 
till' wui/t'H of a rradl«T at *J dollarH or Ua. iH'f day, th</w- 
of a hinder at 4/0, and tin- hall' of a raker's wa^es at 8ai/i«' 
rate, _ 2/IJ. lh<' ex}X'nse p<-r acre, Mi\)\nt>t\iiii 2/^ a/re« to Ixf <'iJl. 
will l>e 0/0 per acre. ( 'haifihi'rKhiir^h and the adjoin in;^ <v;iin> 
try greatly pleatx'd Mr Kohertnon. It reniind«'<l him nm<li «;! 
the KothianM in rtfrjrd to fi-rlilitv. lit' wun kindly 1.r«-at<*<l at 
a fanner'K, where In? r«'»«;lve<l l.o «l.op h day and look at a projMT. 
ty for bult', iM'lonprinpr to a <'aj)t.ain MM)oiigal. Thiii wah in 
Franklin rounly; I'l-nnhvlvania. 'J'h«'soil waorirh, and tln-wlirtl 
iToj^ j;ar1.if-iilarly fine. The farm «ontain«-d 220 .vn-H, oi'wlii'i. 
140 were in rultnre, the reinaindi-r in woo<l. It po«s<'^!x•<l an 
ejjr«-lh-nt hrl<k dwi'llinj^ houw, two l/anih, hlahlinpf, A*- and lltf- 
prl'e di'mandi-ri wafj 40 dollars or LU pi-r axTe, a j;ri<e whiilf 
In htt lUu- a di>tric t, with a <anal ahout Ut \h' <'ut throuj(fj it. 
i-ouhi not he diemi'd o\iV of the way. 'J'he /-ountry al><iiJ»i^'> 
with lUni', hut wlijih hu« never ^e^.\v^H.•\\^^xv^\vV^\^.\\^^^^^i>*.•. 'IV 
\^iM ami roiiiantit: hieuery oV V\\e, \VW^\w\^ Niv^wwvalvTVfc ^ijvajSS.'^. 
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ddigfated Mr Robertson, and he was surprized to find the soil 
upon the summit equally rich as in the valley below. The coun. 
tj town of Bradibrd, and the valley in which it stands, he pro« 
nounces to be one of the most delightful spots he had ever seen, 
and not the less so, that it bore a strong xesemblanoe to his own 
native glens. At Bloodyrun he found a pass in the mountains, 
the very prototype of KilUecranlde itself. About 5 miles firom 
Pittsburgh, Mr Robertson examined a fana with numerous 
buildings, then on sale. Its owner, a Mr Peebles, had made hia 
fortune upon it, and was about to retire. The &rm contained 
190 acres of good land, forty of these were under wood, twelve 
in excellent meadow, and the remainder in deared arable land. 
It had a fine brick mansion, good stables, &c two still houses, 
and two large orchards. The price asked was 40 dollars, but 
might probably have been bought for less. This district abounds 
in coal, which is dug from the hiU sides, and appears wherever 
the road has been cut along the bonks* 

The bustle of Pittsburgh, with its iron foundries, glass and 
cotton works, &c at a distance of 2it00 miles firom the sea, 
greatly impressed our traveller with a sense of enterpzize and 
resources of the States. From Pittsburgh he made an excur« 
neo, which occupied him 15 days. During this period he visit- 
ed Cincinnati, Wheeling, and St Louis. He examined the 
capabilities of Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, Missouri, and part of 
Kentucky, of course in a rather cursory way, but sufficiently to 
satisfy hmiself with the favourable aspect of them all : the cU« 
mate lor his constitution he considered too warm, at least at this 
season; but the productiveness of' the soil appeared to be all that 
man could desire. In Ohio he visited a thriving settlement of 
Scotch emigrants, where he was received with tiie kindness of a 
brother. From Pittsburg he directed his course towards the 
banks of Lake Erie. The route lay through much fine scenery, 
and the weather soon became sensibly more cool, and the appear^ 
ance of the people more healthy. The country is but thinly set* 
tied. It abounds with lime and coals, and the crops are very good. 
A rood is now making to the All^hany river, which will open a 
communication with Pittsburgh, and greatly enhance the value 
of property here. Land may be purchased h.«ce&bQML\s^^rsc&.^3(^ 
to ten doUara per acre. The £ftrox oli a Mc C«9i\^i^'^tt^^ ^ft^ 
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ceased, wu now In the market. It contained a good dweUiBf^ 
house, bam and other buildings, with two copper^ills and t 
never-£uling run of pure water. The price asked was fourtea 
dollars per acre. The town of Erie is on the southern bank, 90 
miles from Buffalo. Like all the reqwctable natives of Scot- 
land, Mr Robertson paid everywhere much attention to the 
means of religious instruction. He was much pleased with id 
Indian village which he visited on a Sabbath, near £rie. He 
says, " The minister was a Presbyterian ; and I was not a littk 
astonished at finding them so respectable, and so attentive on 
the worship of God. The minister was a good preacher, and 
they seemed to be not a little aflTected with his sermon. I do 
think that thej would really afiront manj who have better op. 
portunities, and who pretend to more." 

Having stopt a day at Bufllalo, which he reached by the 
steam, boat from Erie, he entered Canada at filackrock, and pro- 
ceeded to the Falls, which seem to have impressed him with all 
those feelings of admiration and of awe natural to a reflecting 
mind on viewing Niagara. The distance from Blackrock to 
Fort (ieorge, or Newark, where the river falls into Lake On- 
tario, is 33 miles ; and throughout this tract, Mr Robertson ob- 
serves, " There are as fine farms on the British side, as if thev 
had been in the Lothians of Scotland. I had seen nothing equal 
to them yet in all my travels, and the people look very healthy 
like, more like the old country people than any I have yet met 
witli. The country is more level than any I have travelled, 
and, of course, easier to farm. I here saw fields of wheat bet- 
ter than I have seen any where else, Scotland not excepted. I 
met with an old Scotchman on the road. His father was from 
Ayrshire, and he himself was bom in Canada. He owns three 
farms a little below the Falls, and was on his way to Queenston 
in search of shearers. He had his gig, and gave me a ride, when 
he understood I was from Scotland." 

From York, the capital of Upper Canada, which pleased him 
much, Mr Robertson visited some countrymen, settled in the 
township of Esquisinjr. He stopt a night with Mr John Mac- 
farlane, ten miles above York. This gentleman was from 
Strowan, near lUair-MViol, m PetlhsMre^ had been seven years 
outf and was doing we\\» "• l^oxrcv^C"' ?>'a.N^'^x^^^x\a«tv^^'^\sasc; 
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ntmy countryitteii hefe, and amongst them a frietid of my otni, 
all in a thriving way. I saw in this placd as ^ood wheat, wiih^ 
imi phughinffy ot I may say harrowing, as t evelr saw in Scot-* 
land, with the best &rmers, and with ali their manoeuvres, find 
how this comes about must be now explained. They cut the 
wood in the &U of th^ year, dr perhaps in the winter time, and 
their cattle feed on the crops of the trees as they fell them 
down. Th6 cattle like this better than any other fodder, and 
this is of great use to a beginner, as he is often without means 
of procuring other fodder for the few beasts he may possess* 
The brushwood and logs being dragged together by his steer% 
are burnt. The ashes he sells to the manu&cturers of potasha 
The stumps are generally left so high, that you would think at 
a distance they were so many men standing among the com« 
This being done, the next faXt he sows his wheat among the 
stumps, without ploughing or digging, but applies his steers and 
a harrow, and covers his seed as well as he can ; and wonderftil 
in the eyes of an old country man, as I was, he has, after tins 
rough manner of husbandry, wheat that I am sure produces 
from eight to ten bolls (four or five quarters) per acre, and that 
is what 1 have seen with my own eyes. These stumps thus left 
are very troublesome, till he gets them out, which cannot be 
easily done. Hard-wood stumps require eight or ten years to 
rot, and those of pine considerably more. This is the commoii 
way of going to work with the inhabitants of this wooden coon- 
try. When a man comes out without means, which is too com- 
monly the case, for it is natural for every man to like to be a 
farmer, and especially to be a laird, if he has as much as will 
buy him one or two hundred acres, he immediately buys his 
land, and perhaps leaves himself without a penny behind. He 
then builds a log-house, and perhaps a log-bam, byre, &c. thus 
sitting down without any thing but what he has put out on his 
land. Without the means of subsistence, he is eighteen months 
at least on his farm before he gets any of the produce of his Ja^ 
hour, but is creating debt upon his head ; and even in the se- 
cond year he has but little return, so that he is still creating 
debt, and is perhaps under the necessity of mortgaging his^um 
before he gets through this strait ; so that if you were to see 
men in this position during the fttait icNf -jew*^ ^w\.^w^\3«. 
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«Nt Iw woidd tomk yw Mdi Mi tlMk IU»mft At 

Md wfan 7«ii III 4awn «t Ualb^ iHIk Mlliliiig o«. It Imt kb 
own produce^ jou would be apt to thbik thet tbie U mn^ a 
fine countij tbat fbraiabee tbeee w«U plenkbed teUee I and in* 
deed so it ii, but not fiir idlen» but biduitiy and bard kboiur 
only can secure tbeie tiiiiigi\ so that tbe bitter coqmm beiut 
tbe sweet 

** Tbefe Is aaotber dass tbat comes to tbis eountiy, withoul 
anj meana, but baielj wbat brkigs tbem to it. Tbi^ aj^l^r 
to GoTemmeat fin* grants of badp and tbey do get it» (this km 
ceased as respects eonunoii settlers) ; but Abi^ muat take tbdv 
land wliere Goremmeat sees fit to Mfiffoiat, iov jou know b^ 
gars must not be chusers. Whatever tbe speietj maj be wbtse 
then* lot is, there tbej must fix, and wbat la woirse, ff tlw ss> 
pense of making out their titie, as tbeo^Bcenoontiive tooial» 
them perhaps as high as a purchase, giving thevn credit^ and of 
I'^Hirse, when their time comes, if unable to pay, tbeir land ii 
Huld to the higliest bidd^. The taxes also Mp to thi% for al- 
though small, they may come to more in this period than tbe> 
people can manage» and thus they may lose all their labour. 
Between such peraona^ «n^ Vkooft ^bi^ €m back ftom other 
ituses, improved &xin^>>Q^^^<i^«oif^'^^i^^i^^ 
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n sale ; besides, there are men "vdio buy land for the express 
urpose of improving and selling to profit. This is a regular 
rade all over America ; so that no man with capital, need be 
fraid of getting farms of this kind in any part of the country ; 
his I know by experience. There is another class still that 
omes to this countiy, and that is labourers, both men and wo- 
nen, that think when they are here, they may get what they 
ileaae to ask, and not only so, but that Jack it om good as his 
mpkfj^i if not better ; and we all know that when the servant 
B above his master,' or as high, things will not do long that way, 
ind therefore every one avoids them, when they can do better. 
Engagements are all by the month, and this I tlnnk against both 
naster and servant. Against the master, for he has no constant 
lervant ; and against the servant, for he is perpetually changing, 
joBiDg his time, and spending his earnings. And now, a per- 
lon may naturally ask, what would you wish me to do, after 
^ou have seen so much of both British America and the 
States, and which do you prefer ? In answer to these questions 
[ would advise all who have a&mily, and whose capital is about 
L. 100 clear of their passage out, and who are industrious and 
Mailing to submit to such hardships as I have described, to such 
[ would say, the exchange will be fiivourable, and they will cer- 
tainly reap the benefit in their old age. Also I would advise 
;he industrious labouring people, who are sober, to come to this 
country, for they will surely change to the better, both men 
ind women^ if they have as much as will carry them out 
Smiths will always find a ready market in this country ; their 
wages are so high, that many horses go unshod solely on ac- 
count of the expense. A smith willing to work on more mo- 
derate terms, would get double employ. Tailors and shoe- 
makers, millwrights and millers, masons and carpenters, have 
all good business in this country, and the fiuther into the inte- 
rior the better. As to which of the places to prefer, British 
America or the States, / would decidedly go to Upper Canada, mt 
the best place J have seen in all my travels^ both for produce arid for 
a market. Wheat was selling in the remotest comer of Upper 
Canada for a dollar per bushel : while in Ohio, &c it was only 
about one hal£ The country bears all the crops which can be 
nised in the States (cotton excepted!), ml\i\ittaTQaX«c«5L^fiSs:t- 
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[ The following may prove interesting, as exhibiting the 
obfects of AgHcuiUural attention in Lower Canada,'] 

AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY OF QUEBEC. 

PATROK. 

HU Exoellency Mathew Lord Atlmer, Goveraor-in-ChieE 
Dittrict ExMbiiioncn Wednnda^ be/on Batter^ 18A April 183S. 

The following premiums will be awarded on the Upper 
Town market-place on Wednesday 18th April 1832, at 10 
in the forenoon. The samples and certificates must be deliver- 
ed to F. X* Ya!iILKncouT\.)^^Aas^> kB^o^as&^^e^^ aseariv 
as the 2dth March. 
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Prewnuma for Gmtn. 

Dols- 

1. To the person who shall have reaped after a root crop 
or other drill crop, the greatest weight and the best quali- 

ty of wheat per arpent, on at least 2 arpents, .... 12 

2. For the second greatest weight on 1 arpent, . . . (> 

3. To the person who shall have reaped after a drill 
crop, the greatest weight per arpent of clean barley, on at 
least % arpents, . 6 

4. For the next greatest weight on at least 1 arpent, . 4 
*' It may be remarked, that drill crops are more advan- 
tageous than grain crops, as the land whish has been sub* 
niitted to them the year preceding has been better ma- 
nured, that the ground has been better opened by the fre<- 
quent ploughings which it is found necessary to make, and 
that more care has been taken to destroy bad weeds by fre- 
quently repeated weedings.** 

5. To the &rmer who shall sow the greatest extent of - 
land with wheat selected seed by seed, and who shall reap 
the greatest weight of the best quality per arpent, on at 
least 6 arpents^ 10 

6. To the greatest weight and the best quality ditto on 

at least 4 arpents, G 

7. For ditto ditto on at least 2 arpents, 3 

8. For ditto ditto on at least 1 arpent, ...... 2 

The sample to be a quart taken indifferently from the 

heap. 

VegetaUes and Hay. 

9. To the person who shall raise on land which was in 
standing wood, and has been cleared In the ten months pre- 
ceding, the best crop of turnips on at least 2 arpents, . . 10 

10. For the next best crop ditto ditto (> 

11. To the person who shall raise the greatest quantity 
of potatoes on 4 arpents, harrowed or hoed three times to 
prepare for grain crop, 10 

12. To the best crop, per arpent, of yeUow turnips, 
Swedish turnips, choux de Siamj mangel wurzel, carrots or 
other root crops, in drills, 27 indiea v^axt «X.^fiM^^^^ 
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cleuMd, tfw iMtarral bttwMB the Ulb kept line of iraeb 
bj plougUqg and Inimrt^gi tiie vliole hound and kipt 
in good condithm^ and vaed to §mA eatUe in winter, «n it 
leait 4 aipiot% 9 

IX For the next granteak vc^t dittos aane eoodltftaoi^ 
on at leaat t aipiot% II 

14. For the next greatfit quantitgr, anne eoodltloa^ OB 
1 arpenty • t 

10 To the peraon iHio diall have ndaed and kept la 
good condhkit the graaleat vc^t per aipoift of tbnodij, 
clorei^ ^mmfi km^ or dean timoth j dorcr, on at leait 4 
arpent% which bote grain aftOT a itMit crop^ and on wldeh 
the liaj and gndn dudl liaTe been aown at the aame time 
without manim ftr the liaj crap^ M 

IC For ditto ditto on f aipento at leai^ 10 

JSTopi; 

17- To the peiaon nUng the gnateat quantltj and 
best quaUty of merchantable hqM fit fbr exportation, on t 
arpents at least, 15 

18. For the next greatest weight ditto on 1 arpent at 
least, 8 

1 9. For the next greatest weight ditto on half an arpent, 4 
The hops must be put into sacks, each containing 2d0 lb. 
Those wishing to compete, are to present to the com- 
mittee suitable certificates, with a sample of one pound 
weight. 

Hay Seed and Vegetable. 

20. For clean red clover-seed, raised in the district, not 
less than one hundred-weight 8 

21. For ditto ditto, not less than half a hundred. weight 4 

22. For frano-fwn seed, raised in this district, not less 
than one hundred-weight 8 

2i. For the greatest quantity and the best quality of 
clean timothy-seed raised in this district, not less than 4 
bushels, 8 

24. For the greatest quantity and best quality of jA^ 
low field tumip-aeei, not \eBa >i)lc!axL^'^* « « « . . 10 
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25. For ditto ditto Swedish turnips seed, ditto, ... 10 
The samples of the seed are to be taken indifierently from 
the heap. 

Premiums on Crops from new Land, 

26 To the person who shall raise on new land which 
was in standing wood, and was cleared and brought into 
culture in the eighteen months preceding, the best crop of 

wheat on at least 4 arpents, 15 

27. For the best crop of oats, same conditions, ... 1 

28. For the best crop of rye ditto 10 

29. For the next best ditto 5 

30. For the best crop of potatoes, ditto 10 

31. For the next best, 5 

32. For the best crop of turnips ditto ...... 10 

33. For the next best, 5 

Premiums for Fkue, 

34. To the farmer who shall sow the greatest extent 
of land with flaxseed, at least 3 arpents, in the year 1831 ; 
take up the crop at a convenient season ; bind it imme* 
diately into small sheaves ; place it upright to dry the seed ; 
when the seed is dry, thrash it to preserve it in good con- 
dition ; then place the flax to steep in stagnant water for a 
sufficient time ; take it out and expose it to dry ; when dry, 
house and convert it into flax. On producing a certificate 
of the produce of each arpent in flax and seed, with a sam- 
ple of a pound of flax and a quart of seed, . . . • . 25 

35. For the next greatest quantity of land, not less than 
two arpents, in the same manner, 16 

36. To the next best not less than 1 arpent, .... 8 

For raising Hemp. 

37. To the &rmer who shall sow hemp-seed, and get the 
greatest return in wei^t and quality of seed and hemp 
per arpent, or at least 3 arpents, 30 

The hemp must be steeped in water after the seed is 
thrashed. 
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t^ ThoM wliUiig to ooiB|wto ftr Umm prlMi and hU 
lowing^ niMj ooniuU m Uttk punpbWt cntiU«d« * Manner 
of cultlTiilngand jwepaiing Fkx and Hanp, pubUdwd tn 
1890^ bj order and at the eipenae of tha Qnabae Agiieiil- 
tural Sodetj.** It may be obCafaMd ftmn til* afiiita of 
the Sodet/ in the dlfftrait parUMi of tha diafcrict 

Tho competHon to tha prinaa pneedlng ftr flax mi^ 
alio oonault thia little p^mphlat. 

The Mmple of dmaed hemp aent to the committee mnit 
be of 1 lb. taken indlflSnrentlji and tha aample of aacd of 
one quarty alao taken IndiAnntl/* 

88. To theftnnerwhoBhalliowihenextgraateBtquaa- 
tltj of hemp aeedy aame conditlona, on at leaat S arpenti, • tf 

SO. To the next gmteat extent of landy aameooodltion^ 
onl|arpenty 10 

40. For the next gmteat extent of land^ aame eondi- 
tlon% on at least 1 arpent, ,16 

41. For the next gnateat extent of land, same condi« 
tions, on i arpent, 10 

42. For the next greateft extent of land, same condU 
tionii, on at least ( arpent. ^ 

Agricultural ExperimejUi. 

43. To the &nner who shall report to the Society the 
manner the most expeditious and the least expensive to 
clear new lands of woods, &c. stating what crops best suit 
it, regard being had to the quality of the soil, for the three 
first years ; the experiment to be made on 5 arpents at 
least, B 

44. To the farmer who will draw up and exhibit to the 
Society the best plan for a rotation of crops adapted to the 
climate, soiU and market of this district, as well as to the 
form and size of the ordinary fiirms, i^ 

45. To the farmer who shall have followed a regular ro- 
tation of crops of grain and vegetables during at least the 
last four years, on at least 6 arpents, i^ 

46. To the farmer who shall exhibit to the Society the 
Most satisfactory dctaVU of exv<KY\m«ii\;^ TCAi\« \.q \x&\fT»ve 
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'^c eulture of any or 4iie whole of the following kinds of 

%^^ and plants, ▼Iz.^wheat, rye, harley, oats, beans, 

l^^y, budiwheat, turnips, cabbages, potatoes, carrots, 

^^^Ungel wiurzel» frane^fa^ timothy, clover, lucerne, Mtn- 

«AriR| hemp, flazy and hops, 20 

47. To. the ftxmer who diall exhibit the most satisfik;- 
^ory details of experiments on the efficacy and the cost of 
tJie following manures, viZi — dung (green and decayed), 
lime^ plaster, burned day, marl, street dung, salt and any 
other kind of manure found in this Province, 20 

48. To the person who shall have obtained 100 loads of 
artificial manure, by heating the following substances or 
parts thereof viz. — sods, v^etable mould, road mud, 
cleanings of drains and stable yards, pond mud, straw, 
sweepings of bams, house sweepings, dead carcabses, re- 
mains of hides and cloths, horns, wools, ashes, lime, dung 
of every kind, plaster, all kinds of sea and aquatic weeds, 
tree leaves, weedings of gardens, fern, salt or sea water, 
urine, human excrements, the dregs of tanners* tubs, suds, 
poisonous weeds, &c corrupted meat and fish, dregs of oil, 
the waters in which flax or hemp have been steeped, . . 20 

49. To the person giving the most satisfiu^tory details 
of experiments on at least 5 arpents on the advantage of 
plaster (ir gypsum as a manure, 10 

50. For the best nursery of apple or other fruit trees, 
engrafted, not less than 200 plants, 20 

51. For the best ditto with wild trees, ready to be trans- 
planted or engrafted, not less than 1000 plants, .... 10 

Cloiha and Linens qf Home Manufacture, 

52. To the person who shall make or cause to be made 
the best cloth called itoffe^ or any kind whatever, not less 
than20ell8, 8 

53. For the next best, not less than 15 ells, .... 6 

54. To the person who shall manufiu;ture the best and 
finest saH-doth from hemp, not less than 10 ells, ... 8 

55. For the next best, not less than 10 ells, .... 6 

56. To the person who shall manu&ctute the fisLQ.<&t %a\<l 
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ban M— qf fln wtth • wiiWiHi Ifa. 1» apt l— ftai !• 

en% '. IS 

67. For the aoEt bHt^ M 

5a To ttm pewon wh> AiH mwuifcc t w th> flnart and 
boot MlLdoth from hoay tfcwar^ not Iwi thMT 1» di% • * 
ilO. Fte th« aoEt flnHl nd IM» • • . ^ . 6 

Totho pnMfeiriioriiillfttinhlioivnihMp obtiJBtke 
gvHtart qiMBtllj o(PmMl oflho IfaMit qaoUtyy 
T6 tho next flntl npd booty 

The Owniiilttoo tai owoiilby thooo iiiouiliiiui wiU pur« 
tlculnfy oumlM tho' ^udltyoftfofta nd wool, tbe 
finoaoMof tibotfantd of tho dolli, ud oT the ngnkiitj of 
thetfcwioi The oowpetltoro will fifOHJUt to tho commit- 
tee the plooot of dotii or ltaicn» vllh owtlfleotoo that thej 
haTe mmiiibrtuied or cmod thom -to 'bo momiibctuwdi 
The cortiflBrte aioy be pfoocuted on the doy of the tsdrihi^ 

mauuftcCvio^ wtrich wiU hkTB bison otoopod in watw as 

preferable. 

FaUed 0am mnd Sheep. 

These will be exposed alive on the Wednesday before 
Easter, 18th April 1832, on the Upper Town Market- 
Place, at 10 in the forenoon, 

60. For the ox of Canadian breed, the best and fiitiest, 
fattened on green food, 12 

61. For the next best, 10 

62. For the next best, 8 

63. For the next best, C 

64. For the fottest and best ox of any breed, fattened 

on green food, 19 

65. For the next best, 10 

GQ. For the next best, 8 

67. For the next best, 6 

68. For the greatest number of oxen, fottened on green 
food, not less than 8, 8 

69. For the next greatest number, not less than 4, . . l!2 

70. For the 6 be&t «nd &tted ahee\i, castrated before 2 
fiionths old, fedandfalieTie^Qitv^wssafeKA, 10 
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71. For the « next beal, ^ 

72. For the 4 next best, 4 

Beet, 

The Committee will award the following prizes at their 
first meeting after the 1st June 1830 : 

73. To the person who shall have wintered the greatest 
number of bees' hives, and have preserved them in the 
best state^ not less than three, 1st prize, . 8 

74. Second prize, 

(Signed) Bjr order of the Committee, 

F. X. VAILI.AKCOUaT, 

A«iitaiit-Seaelai7of the Agrkultund 
of QuAec 



The foOowing TaJble^ at in Mareh 1832, maif be of some inieresi, 
at ethUnUng Ae expente of Umng in the large MereanHle or 
Military Toumtof Canada^ and titeprudenoe tftetOert thortening 
their tojourn in tueh placet; and aboy of thewingAereiurnttnhieh 
farmert tti^in reach iftuch markett, mag ejcpeet to realize. 

PRICBS €hF PROVISIONS SOLD IN THB MARKETS OP 

QUBBBG. ' 

fn the Butchert' StaUt. 

Bee^ per lb. £0 5 @ £0 6 

Pork, per do. 6 ... 7 

Yeal,perdo. 5 ... 6 

Mutton, per do. 9 ... 10 

Lamb, per quarter 6 ... 7 

In the Markett. 

Bee^perlb. £0 4 @ XO 5 

Por]c,perdo. 5 ... 6 

Mutton, whole, (none) ... 

Mutton, per qr. (do.) — » ... — 

Veal, per do. ^ ^ ... ^ '^ ^ 
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Silt iNttttnper Ibk r. . • • . «• A % ll\^J» I M 

Fkwh, dob par dob • 1 • ... d I Ji; 

V€iiiioa^ par dob (hhm) • • • • ■ ■■— ^«. ^ j 

Mapk fiifHr, per lb. • • 4 ^. fV 

l^tUmr, pw lb. . » ••«... tr 

Tiii^3r% per eouplfl^ (MM| . . . p— - ... — ,• ; 
GeeM^i per dOb (dOb) • ■ • # • • ^^^m ... ^^ 

Do^pvdOb • 9 9 ... 3 « 

Fowl^perdOb • 9 • ^.. « • 

fitkfcimi, per dOb jpatm) . • \ . — ^ ^. .^ 
Fvtildge^ per deb • • . • . . , 4 9.^. 4 1 

HuMiperdOb • 1 8 ^. • 1 I 

PigeoDiy per doMBf (none) • . • ^^, ... — ■<, 

^ffiiiperdob • • ... Oil 

Selmon, wholes (none) .^-^ ... ..*-. j 

Fraih Cod FMi^ lb. (nooe) ... ... ^ 

Btaugftm^padAdo. ^r ... — i 

Tum^ per mbioCy ...... • 1 9 ... 9t 

Potatoee, per do. 1 6 ... 1 8 

Cabbageii per lOO^ (none) .... _* ... 

Onions, per 100, 3 ... 3 ff 

Hay, per 100 bundles, 4- ... 5 

Straw, per 100 do. (pone) .... «— ... 

Do. per bundle, 3 ... 4 

Oats, per minot, 3 ... 3 ff 

Peas, per do. 7 6 ... 8 

Flour, per cwt 15 ... 16 

Wood, per cord, 15 ... 17 6 
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